
Unheard Voices... 

The affordability of housing in Bath 



Unheard Voices... 

• DHI is a Bath based charity with works with socially 
excluded groups.  
 

• We are seeing increasing numbers of people who are 
unable to afford to live in Bath.  
 

• These are often people who would not traditionally 
have required our services.  
 

• We will give a voice to these people and encourage 
debate.  



Housing Affordability in Bath  

 

 

National  BANES 

Average PRS Rent 11,052 (£921 pcm) 15,756 (£1313 pcm) 

Average Wage  27,200 25,532 

% 41% 62% 

•25 rough sleepers according to the last street count. (2016.) 
 
•509 cases where homelessness was prevented or relieved. (2015-16.) 
 
•68 homeless duties accepted of which almost half were due to loss of 
tenancy. (2015-16.) 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“When a teacher’s salary won’t allow someone to rent a house where they 
work, you know there’s a big problem. There was simply nothing available 
that I could afford.” 
 
https://www.curo-group.co.uk/news/news-stories/teacher-priced-out-of-private-rental-market-lilys-story/ 



A family home... 

 

 



 Keeping in contact... 



Homeless students... 

Problem Impact  

Oversubscribed-university knowingly 
recruits more students than it has places 
for.  

200-300 Homeless students 2015-16. 

University is building high cost luxury 
accommodation which the majority of 
students cannot afford.  

Many students are forced to live in sub 
standard accommodation.  

Lack of affordable accommodation more 
generally.  Lettings agents encouraging 
property bidding which further inflates 
market.  

Students are forced to live away from 
Bath and commute in.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Professor Dame Glynis Breakwell (on building high cost student housing): “This 
building is the next step in our strategy to attract students of the highest calibre to 
Bath.”  



Student perspective... 

 

 

 

Bath SU Housing Campaign Group Survey ‘What are your biggest concerns about 
Accommodation in Bath”?’  

Issue Responses 

Lack of availability  127 

High rent costs  72 

Bad landlords/letting agents  49 

Having to put forward a large amount of money for a deposit a year 
before actually using the house  

31 

Poor quality housing  30 

Location of accommodation  27 



Student Voices... 



Reflections and debate  

 

 

 

Group discussion: 15-20 minutes:  

 
1. Your reflections on the themes and issues raised by the case 

studies.  

2. What is the likely impact housing affordability problems on 
Bath as city now and in the future? 

3. What are some potential actions or initiatives to tackle the 
problem?  

 

Group Feedback to the room: 10 minutes  


