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Executive Summary 
 
Keynsham High Street is the focus of retail activity in Keynsham and provides an 
important focus for the local community. However traffic dominates the pedestrian 
retail area and air quality is poor leading to the High Street being designated as an 
Air Quality Management Area in July 2010. As a consequence Bath and North East 
Somerset Council’s Placemaking Plan identifies the High Street as a priority area to 
address within Keynsham in terms of public realm improvements and improving the 
retail offer. As part of the Keynsham Transport Strategy modelling work was 
undertaken to test network schemes. The findings of the study concluded a one way 
southbound scheme was the preferred option for Keynsham High Street in terms of 
traffic modelling. 
 
Given the highly constrained nature of the highway network in Keynsham an 
experimental southbound one way system on Keynsham High Street has been put in 
place prior to any physical construction works taking place. As part of the experiment 
a detailed programme of monitoring is proposed to be undertaken both before and 
during the experimental one way system is put in place. The programme of 
monitoring includes the following:  
 

 Journey time data  

 Turning count data at key junctions  

 Queueing data at key junctions  

 Parking data  

 Footfall data 

 Air Quality 
 
This report presents the results of the first stage of monitoring for the Keynsham High 
Street experimental one-way scheme, which opened on 2 May 2017 for a period of 
12 months.  
 
In line with the modelling report journey times on each of the routes reduced in the 
AM peak with the exception of traffic travelling Eastbound. Likewise when looking at 
the PM peak hour the results of the journey time survey appears to corroborate the 
results of the modelling with comparable journey times recorded pre and post 
implementation of the trial scheme with the exception of eastbound traffic which 
again witnessed an increase in average journey times. 
 
With regards turning movements the junctions with Charlton Road and Bath Hill, at 
either end of High Street, have experienced decreased movements. However the 
three remaining junctions (Charlton Road/Ashton Way, Ashton Way/Rock Road and 
Rock Road/Temple Street) have each experienced substantial increases in flows.   
 
In addition to traffic count surveys queue length surveys were conducted at the same 
junctions for the AM and PM peak hours. Overall the levels of queueing were as 
expected and consistent with the results of the turning count surveys. 
 
In overall terms, use of the public car parks was little changed between April 2016 
and 2017; however there were significant increases in May and June. It is noteworthy 
that post scheme opening in early May 2017, the most central public car parks 
closest to the High Street (Civic Centre and Ashton Way) experienced significant 
increases in their patronage, compared to both the equivalent period in the preceding 
year. 
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Overall there was an increase in the levels of cycling on the High Street. The 
monitoring shows that there was a substantial increase in the levels of cycling with an 
increase at the southern junction of the High Street. The northern junction of the High 
Street however saw a small decrease during the 12 hours surveyed.  
 
One of the key drivers for changing the flow of traffic on Keynsham High Street was 
to enable significant improvements to the public realm in the future. Combined the 
pedestrian flows on the weekday in 2016 for both sides of the footway totalled 7,040. 
This increased to a combined total of pedestrians of 7,174.  However there was a 
reduction in footfall at the weekends.    
 
This result is not surprising given that no significant improvements have been made 
for pedestrians in terms of the public realm as part of the experiment. These will be 
delivered if the scheme is made permanent which is expected to increase the 
number of pedestrians in the long term. In context national figures indicate that the 
south west region experienced one of the largest rates of decline in footfall over 
2017. 
 
A comparison of air quality data indicates that there have been significant 
improvements as a result of the one way system, especially in the High Street. 
Comparing the three months post opening with the six months pre-opening, 
reductions are in the range 22-47%, with the highest reduction being observed at the 
most central High Street location. The consistent reductions in Nitrogen Dioxide 
emissions, by substantial proportions in many locations including the High Street, 
represent a positive finding from the air quality monitoring. The improvements in air 
quality along the High Street now bring levels of Nitrogen Dioxide below the national 
objective level. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  




