[image: image2.png]Bath & North East
Somerset Council



[image: image3.png]lottery fund
LOTTERY FUNDED




[image: image4.png]Sustainable ?
Learning zaj




[image: image5.jpg]|ED BY IWM





	Duration

120 minutes
	Subject focus

English and Music
	Age group

Key Stage 2


	Resources required

· Wartime Women Wanted PowerPoint
· Newsreel PowerPoint 
· Example WW2 Newsreel (also included in the Newsreel PowerPoint)

· Graphic Notation PowerPoint
· How to make musical instruments from rubbish

	Adult support

· Pupils may need specific extra guidance for their team newsreels e.g. draw out questions about who their target audience is, how they could sell dangerous jobs in a positive way etc
· Handing out instruments/supporting pupils in making their own instruments

	Follow up activities (see extension tasks)
· Explore the other lessons written for A Century’s Memories.
· View the complete collection of women’s roles in WW1 videos 

· Complete a diary entry 

· Research famous women who were involved in the war 

· Create a poster for advertising the job (language used, images etc) 

· Complete your family tree 

· Explore the hundreds of free teaching resources on sustainablelearning.com



Learning outcomes (differentiated)
MUST Appreciate the oft-forgotten roles that women had during WW1. Contribution to the team composition.
SHOULD​ Plan their writing and musical score to empathetically advertise the different roles of women during WW1.
COULD Perform their composition to a live audience or record their composition.

Starter

Explain to your class that you are going to be crafting a newsreel to promote the type of work that women took on during WW1 when eligible men were enlisted to fight.  
Introduce what a newsreel is:

’a short film that consists of news reports, usually one that was made in the past for showing in a cinema’ (Cambridge Dictionary).  
Explain that the class are looking at WW1 and that TV and film was very different during 1914 – 1918 with people watching moving pictures only at the cinema.  

Ask pupils to have a short discussion in pairs to think about what it would be like if everything they watched was at the cinema with other people.  

As cinema and newsreels did not have sound in England until 1929 all the WW1 newsreels and movies were silent. Ask pupils whether they have ever watched a silent movie. Do they think it is more or less powerful? When sound came to film these were called ‘talkies’. Colour was not added widely to films until 1932.  
For more information about the history of Newsreels read the factsheet from British Universities Video and Film Council.
Introduce the learning objective of working in small groups to turn a silent newsreel into one with sound. Pupils will need to do some background research about the different roles that women took on in WW1, think carefully about what words they will use and combine with a musical score with a difference! Pupils will compose this piece as if it was during WW1 and they were trying to recruit more women into the roles shown on the short newsreel films.  
Share that the real challenge of a newsreel is that they were such short films that trying to get across the information and make it exciting and interesting in such a short time is challenging.  They will either perform their piece to the class/assembly to the whole school/parents or film their final performances.

Main activity
Using the ‘Wartime Women Wanted’ PowerPoint introduce your class to WW1, life during that time, and the role of women in the war. Listen to the audio files, embedded in the PowerPoint, from relatives of women from Bath and North East Somerset who had a role to play in the war. Draw out discussions from the questions included in the presentation. For example:
· What jobs did women do in WW1?

· Were there any restraints put on women compared to employment opportunities today?
· What type of jobs were women expected to take up to replace the men who had gone to fight in the war?

· Were any of the jobs dangerous?

· How were women recruited into these jobs, when some of them may not have been very glamorous or safe?

See teachers notes in the notes section of the PowerPoint.
Activity 1

Prepare to show your class the example newsreel.  Explain to your class that the film might look a little jerky because these films were shown on big reels, not digital, and the ‘film’ was a long strip wound round and round a ‘reel’ that went in to the projection machine.  The film is made up of lots of photographs seen one after the other very fast.  When these are projected they flick past so fast, it looks like the image is moving.  When we look at these very old films now, everyone is moving very quickly!  It’s because the projection equipment they had in those days turned the reel faster.
Show example newsreel included in the Newsreel PowerPoint produced for this lesson. This example is of WW2 and shows a mix of narrative and music, explain that during the time of WW1 films were rare and audio was rarely heard e.g. silent films like Charlie Chaplin.  

Divide your class into five teams to work on the Newsreel clips below. Choose whether to show all the short clips to the whole class, or whether to divide into groups and only show their clip. It is a useful exercise to show all the clips as it gives an overall feel for the work women did and the style of newsreels, but you may wish to give more prep time depending on the ability of your class. If you wish to show all the five clips continue to use the Newsreel PowerPoint included with this lesson plan. These have images of the jobs and hyperlinks directly through to the video clips on the British Pathe website.  
Remind pupils that they will be creating not only a speech whilst the clip is showing but also the music. The speech is not a commentary, this just explains what is happening, but they are creating an advert to try and encourage more women to take up employment. This will be a challenge as the clips are short so they need to choose carefully what they say.
Group a) Munitions Workers – Video Newsreel
This Newsreel starts with a man knocking on bedroom windows with a very long stick. This person had the job of an alarm clock to wake factory workers.  

Women walk into the factory, a short clip of their children in the factory creche then workers using the tools to measure the shells. Various shots of women machine operators and checking the shells. There is also footage of the women in the lunch hall and loading of the cylinders.

This clip is one of the longer clips at 8.16 minutes. You can ask this group to select a section of this clip or just do from the beginning and stop at the right time. Alternatively, a couple of groups can use this one clip.

Group b) Farm workers – Video Newsreel
This short clip (45 seconds) shows women doing manual labour on farms. There is also an inspection of the workers. You could loop this clip to make it longer or ask the pupils to play music as an entrance to the clip and then at the end to maximise on the commentary during the video.  Alternatively you could also ask them to use this clip of women pig farming to extend their newsreel about the role women took on working on farms.
Group c) Building Labourers – Video Newsreel
This clip (1.1 minutes) pans along line of women in long skirts shovelling rocks from a huge pile 15 feet high. Then a line of female navvies (building labourers) approaching pushing full wheelbarrow.   Worth pointing out to pupils that the women were still wearing skirts whilst doing this work!

Group d) Nurses Video Newsreel 
In this clip (2.08 minutes) wounded British soldiers and British nurses return on ship. Soldiers walk towards the camera then nurses pose for camera. Nurses walk on deck towards the camera before wounded soldiers get out of the vehicles.  
Group e) Fire Brigade Video Newsreel
Clip of the women's fire brigade (1.14 minutes) practising rescue work and a demonstration. 
Finally, a group shot of all the women with 2 men who taught them standing in the background. They all pull off their helmets and wave them, all smiling and cheering, then put them back on. 

If you need more groups, more short clips are available on the British Pathe website from Women in WW1. There are also clips for Women on the homefront if you wish to expand the lesson further.
Explain to the class that they will be writing a commentary to support the newsreel clip. They must research the job roles, think creatively about how they could promote it to women in a positive, yet sensitive way.  
Activity 2

Introduce the class to the power of using music in any recruitment or advertising. Whilst some of your class may be able to confidently read music explain that not all composing uses traditional scores. E.g. [image: image1.jpg]



As a team they will be composing their own creative piece using graphic notation, which is the representation of music using visual symbols. This style of composing has been around since the 1950s and can be used with or instead of traditional scores.
Use the graphic notation PowerPoint created for this lesson to introduce your class to graphic notation.

As part of the PowerPoint ask pupils to listen to a piece of music and experiment with drawing out the short extract together as a class with just graphic notation.  Discuss with pupils how sounds can be represented by shapes and patterns. For example, the pitch and rhythm of the sound could be shown with a line that gets thicker as the volume increases and a short sharp sound could be shown with a full stop or vertical line.
In teams ask pupils to experiment with musical instruments, with their voices or body percussion.  For body percussion inspiration you could share this BBC clip. You can make your own instruments using materials that would have been thrown away or recycled. Follow the How to make a musical instrument resource to view simple ideas and instructions.
Teams will compose a short piece to complement the words they have written and be easy to perform together. Teams can choose whether to have music at the start, end or punctuated through their newsreel.

Plenary
Pupils will either do a live performance of their finished piece or film it to review as a class. You could even ask pupils to dress accordingly to do their performance.  

Extension tasks and follow up activities
· Complete a diary entry for what it would have been like when the men returned from work and reclaimed their jobs
· Research famous women who were involved in the war. Read the short biographies of 10 heroic women who worked in WW1 (use this link with caution as some adult drinks could have advertising listed on this webpage). The Imperial War Museum also has 5 inspirational stories of women in the war. The BBC has a list of Trailblazers who led the way in changing the world
· Poster for advertising the job (language used, images etc) 

· Family tree. Pupils can explore their own family tree by using these BBC resources
· Pupils can investigate whether any of their relatives died in WW1. To help pupils understand how to research watch the Newsround clip as well as the guide from the BBC on ‘how do you find out what your family did in WW1’ 

	Curriculum links
Music Key stage 2 

Pupils should be taught to sing and play musically with increasing confidence and control. 

They should develop an understanding of musical composition, organising and manipulating ideas within musical structures and reproducing sounds from aural memory. 

Pupils should be taught to: 

· play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression 
· improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related dimensions of music 

· listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory 

· use and understand staff and other musical notations 
English

Years 5/6

Pupils should be taught to: 
plan their writing by: 
· identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form and using other similar writing as models for their own 
· noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary draft and write by: 
· selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can change and enhance meaning 
· perform their own compositions, using appropriate intonation, volume, and movement so that meaning is clear.


Keywords:





Graphic notations, newsreel,  composition


score











