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	Duration

120 minutes
	Subject focus

English
	Age group

Years 5 and 6


	Resources required

· BBC animation
· Friend or Foe? PowerPoint
· ‘How to write a diary entry’ sheet
· Sentence Starters

· Diary entry planning sheet

	Adult support

· Support less confident to complete the task as a shared write

	Follow up activities

· Explore other aspects of WW1 using our other resources in A Century’s Memories
· Read ‘A Soldier’s Friend’ by Megan Rix

· Read War Horse by Michael Morpurgo

· Explore the hundreds of free teaching resources on sustainablelearning.com



Learning outcomes (differentiated)
MUST Be able to use first person to talk about animals in WW1 giving specific examples
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SHOULD​ Write in role to develop a vibrant and emotive diary entry through the use of evocative language and description
COULD Reference other animals and explore their relationships and interactions within the diary entry by using a more intricate structure

Starter

Explain to the children that today they are going to be exploring a whole variety of animals in WW1 – some more helpful than others! Allow the children a few minutes to speculate with a partner about which animals you may be referring to and the role they may have had (use Friend or Foe PowerPoint to support). Watch this short animation to introduce the topic. 
If a more ‘grown up’ resource is preferred the images found on this PowerPoint are excellent but are designed for KS3 and not all will be appropriate. Continue to work through the PowerPoint using the notes at the bottom of each slide to further discuss content.

Main activity
Now the children have been introduced to some of the creatures involved in WW1 explain they will be writing a diary entry in role as one of them. Remind the children of the key features of a diary entry by using the resource provided. Together look at the exemplar planning sheet and if time allows choose an animal together and plan as a group before inviting the children to plan their own. It may be that the children need to research further the role of their selected animal at this point. Working in pairs or small groups may also help generate ideas.
Once the planning phase is completed return to the plan made together as a group and complete a diary entry through a 'write aloud' process. The teacher acts as a scribe while the students contribute ideas. Once the children feel confident they can write their own diary entry. 
Use the sentence starter sheet for any students who may need support to get their creative juices flowing.

Plenary
Encourage children to share their favourite sentence or paragraph with the class and celebrate their success. Alternatively, invite the children to read their diary entry without giving away the animal they represent – can anyone guess?

Extension tasks

· Compile all the diary entries into a class book.
· Design and build a war memorial dedicated to the animals of WW1 inspired by this one in Hyde Park.
· Use this clip from the BBC to explore the arrival of mules in Somerset.
	Curriculum links

History:

· Gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts, understanding the connections between local, regional, national and international history, between cultural, economic, military, political, religious and social history and between short and long-term timescales.
· Pupils should continue to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British, local and world history, establishing clear narratives within and across the periods they study. They should note connections, contrasts and trends over time and develop the appropriate use of historical terms.
· A local history study. 

e.g. a study over time tracing how several aspects of national history are reflected in the locality.
e.g. a study of an aspect of history or a site dating from a period beyond 1066 that is significant in the locality.
English:

Years 3/4

· Plan their writing by discussing and recording ideas.
· Using conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to express time and cause.
· Use fronted adverbials.
Years 5/6

· Note and develop initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary.
· Ensure the consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing.
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