Challenging Homophobia
Summary

Outcomes and impact

Bath & North East Somerset has been working to tackle
homophobia in schools and other settings over the past 5 years. Our
Equality Impact Assessments and consultation with staff and young
people had indicated that there was still a great deal of work to be
done to eradicate both homophobic attitudes and bullying.

There is now much greater awareness and higher reporting of
homophobic incidents and schools are now recording “in-house”.
REACH members (pictured above), are working on classroom
materials, producing a leaflet for school councils and will be
supporting classroom sessions in schools. They have recently
been involved in an arts based project to explore self identity and to
promote the group in B&NES.

The problems and how we tackled them
Few schools were reporting and taking action on homophobic
incidents. There was a lack of knowledge of where LGBT young
people (and adults) could go to for confidential advice and support.
There was a need for greater partnership work around this issue.

“REACH brings LGBT people from 13 to 22 years old together. I
find I feel more comfortable and like I can be myself when I’m in the
group. It lets LGBT people have a sense of freedom; freedom of
speech, thought, and action. This group also helps you work out how
to tackle homophobic behaviour.”

Next steps
Who was involved?
A Challenging Homophobia Steering Group was formed and
an action plan was developed. Training for staff is now regularly
offered and there is close and effective partnership between the
School Improvement Team, the Youth Service, The Equalities
Team and EACH (Educational Action Challenging Homophobia).
Representatives from REACH – our young people’s LGBT group –
are involved both in the steering group and in our action planning.

We were delighted to be successful in a lottery application
which means we have been able to employ a project
co-ordinator who will drive forward our work in B&NES.
For further information contact either :Kate Murphy (Chair of Challenging Homophobia Steering Group)
Kate_murphy@bathnes.gov.uk
Emily Hallett ( Project Co-ordinator REACH)
reach@eachaction.org.uk
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