
Batheaston Vision Plan 2009 (BVP Chairman 
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In the survey conducted last year, 1271 of you 
returned completed questionnaires wherein you 

expressed what you thought and felt about 
Batheaston. What you said in those returns was the 

source and inspiration for the preparation of the 
Batheaston Vision Plan 2009 (BVP), which is being 

made available with this bulletin, to every 
household in our village.  

 
The Vision proposed in this document is not an 

il lusory thing, but a purposeful act to provide an 
insight and a picture of how things could be, the 

intention being to give direction and substance to 
the future planning and evolution of our village. It 

reflects as much as possible the concerns and 
aspirations that you, who live and work here feel, 

rather than some notion conceived by detached 
paid professionals and supposed democratic 

representatives whom we should  expect to be 
looking after our interest. As important, is also the 

intent that the Vision Plan becomes a frame of 
reference and yardstick so all of us can measure 

the value of official policies, proposed change and 
the development of where we live.  

 
As I write it has been confirmed that 2 mill ion 

pounds will be spent over the next 15 months or so, 
on a new school hall within the site of our Primary 

School. Such investment in our vil lage, for the 
benefit of future generations, is surely to be 

welcomed. But should not our Community have 
been meaningfully consulted before the event on 

how, where and what the implications on parking 
and amenity, such development might have on 

local residents and our vil lage? Is it possible that 
we, who live here, cannot make a useful 

contribution to such development? Can we not seek 
added value from such projects to benefit the clubs, 

organisations and social infrastructure of our 
village? Should not our views have been sought on 

the value we place on our architectural heritage, 
before the architect placed pencil to paper? The 

Vision Plan touches on such issues and many 

more, through it, you, the residents, are invited first 
and foremost to engage and give voice to your 
wishes and aspirations and perhaps then together 

we can put a stop to piecemeal, disjointed and 
unacceptable decision making, the bane some say, 

of current civil administration which seems to pay 

only lip service to community involvement.   
 
The Vision Plan is a collective statement by the 

independent and voluntary Steering Group which I 

was pleased to Chair. It reflects our understanding 
of your responses in last year’s survey and the 

aspirations you expressed in the public meetings 
and throughout the consultation process. You are 

invited to assimilate this collective view but not 
necessarily required to agree with it, for there is 

often more than one way of realising a goal; such is 

the beauty of human interaction and social 
relations. All the background information to the 

Vision Plan will be made accessible to residents on 
request so that, should you wish, you can formulate 

and substantiate your own opinions. Such action I 
heartily encourage and further, would urge you to 

share them with your fellow parishioners and at the 
very least with your Parish Council so that together 

we can try and make a difference. 
 

In the coming autumn a public meeting will be held 
inviting you to discuss and put your views forward 

on the ‘Vision Plan’ and ‘What next’. I and the 
Steering Group look forward to seeing you then and 

to hear what you have to say.  
 

Vito Pecchia 
 

Chairman of the Batheaston Vision Plan Steering 
Group 2009.  
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Executive summary 
 
The Vision plan is a non statutory document prepared for the benefit and information of Batheaston residents and can be used 
as appropriate, by elected representatives, statutory bodies and local organisations for the benefit of the Village. 
 
The 2001 National Census records Batheaston to have 1154 households and a resident population of 2625. The demographic 
composition is predominantly in the 25 to 75 plus age group, and the median age is 44 years. The Vision Plan survey indicates a 
pre-primary school population of 92 against the 1997 Parish Plan survey of 98 children, whereas the primary to 18 year old age 
group number has increased in the same period from 212 to 231.  The secondary school age group is recorded to have also 
increased from 109 to 125. 
 
Batheaston acts as a ‘Hub’ settlement providing essential services to adjacent communities and the immediate rural area.  The 
village is dispersed over a wide geographical area and includes a substantial rural hinterland. The Parish contains notable 
landscapes and topographical features of historical and environmental significance including, the Cotswold Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty, an extensive and accessible frontage of the River Avon and  the St. Catherine Brook which leads  into the heart 
of St Catherine Valley. These areas have extensive recreational potential which should be exploited to benefit the residents of 
Batheaston and the public in general.  Residents feel that the natural environment should be protected from inappropriate 
development, greater access for recreational purposes should be encouraged, public access and modest employment 
opportunities creating jobs for local people and supporting existing businesses should be promoted.  Land for new housing is 
limited, but where infill and large garden sites within the built up area become available, policies geared toward ‘work and live in’ 
accommodation, starter homes and 1 and 2 person household should have priority and social gain or contribution secured. 
 
The Garden High Street car park should remain free of charge but is considered unsafe.  Measures are sought to improve this 
condition;  by incorporating a speed bump at the entrance preventing late night abuse by joy riders speeding in and out and 
realigning the security camera to provide appropriate coverage.  The Neighbourhood Watch programme is considered a success 
and extended membership is to be encouraged.  A substantial numbers of crimes in the village are allegedly unreported and 
measures to promote greater confidence in the Police should be addressed. 
 
Social support facilities are generally thought to be good although support for the elderly, a dominant group in the population, is 
wholly voluntary. The ‘Lunch time Club’ service provided by the Neighbourhood Group is in need of help and the Thursday Club 
is under threat of closure. If direct financial support were available, commensurate with other deserving causes, these services 
could be secured and expanded. Local Facilities are thought adequate and highly valued but could be improved by attracting 
additional commercial and retail uses to provide greater diversity and competition. There is strong support for a Farmers Market, 
selling fresh local produce. Sports and Recreation facilities focus on the Young with no programme evident to cater for adult and 
senior members of the Community. 
 
The southern part of the Village is dominated by the old A4 roadway which became ‘de-trunked’ with the opening of the 
Batheaston to Swainswick By- Pass in 1996. Little investment has been directed to the remnant of this road, which has become  
a ‘rat run’ for through traffic. Some traffic calming measures have been introduced, but are largely ineffective against excessive 
speeds to the detriment of pedestrian safety, amenity and the character of the village. Bannerdown Road is subject to 
unacceptable HGV traffic generated by the commercial use of the MOD hangars at Colerne and this is severely affecting the 
living conditions, safety and structural integrity of buildings from High Street to High Bannerdown. Residents have expressed 
strong support for curbing the adverse impact created by traffic in the High Street and on Bannerdown Road in the interest of 
amenity and safety. Residents also support new footpath routes, pavement links and the construction of a footbridge across the 
River Avon with a cycle way across the meadows connecting Batheaston and the Canal Towpath at Bathampton. The High 
Bannerdown, 5 Ways and the Northend to High St. junctions are considered unsafe, their reconfiguration should be addressed 
with pedestrian safety and movement given priority. Comments by residents highlight concern at the inadequacy of the on-street 
parking capacity in the School Lane/Northend Rd. area in coping with the current parking demand of the school run and 
residents need.  Development that is likely to increase this demand in this area, should be strongly resisted unless the extra 
parking demand is provided off site. The majority of respondents (85%) did not support the proposed park and ride facility in 
Bathhampton Meadows with 56% declaring they would support  one at Charmy Down. 
  
Generally there is strong support amongst residents for Parish Council activities and expenditure. More than 75% of residents do 
not know their District Councillors, whereas  50% know their Parish Councillors and 75% or more know their MP. The lack of 
knowledge of who the District Councillors are should be of concern as they are elected to represent the interest of residents and 
of the Village in B&NES and are responsible for safeguarding local democracy and accountability.  
 
There is strong support for a Village dedicated web site to improve communication but generally most residents (82%) feel that 
they are kept well informed on Parish affairs by the Parish Council Bulletin. More than half of residents (55%) feel that religious 
organizations should provide ‘drop-in’ type surgeries. 
 
Young people appear to be well supported by youth orientated organisations and receive annual financial support from the 
Parish Council Precept. A young person ‘Vision Team’ is proposed as is an extension of activities through the Youth Club. 
Greater cross organisation communication and involvement of primary age children in village activities is to be encouraged. 
 
An overwhelming response (82%) was received requesting the Garden High Street Area to be designated and promoted as the 
Village Centre, and in the process make greater use of the River Avon frontage and its strategic location near to Batheaston 
Gardens this would help to overcome the divisive nature of the four geographical areas of the village. There is strong support 
for a dedicated Village Hall and the creation of a major Annual Community event to bring residents together. 
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Foreword 
 
The Batheaston Vision Plan (BVP) is a non statutory Government promoted initiative managed through the 
Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) and supported by Batheaston Parish Council. 
The plan process has been progressed by an independent voluntary Steering Group consisting of residents 
with local knowledge and background experience of Batheaston. The purpose of the Plan is to give everyone 
in the Community the opportunity to influence the development of Batheaston over the next ten years. The 
objective being to identify issues, great and small, of concern or facing the Community and identify 
appropriate action to address them.    

 

Participating members of the BVP Steering Group;  
 
Judith Beresford-Smith; Don Blanking (V-C); Pam Blanking; Paul Bowden; Nigel Clutterbuck; Mike Corbett; 
Tim Crozier-Cole; Kath. Eardley; Sue Fremantle; Rev Alison Fry; Sophie Hooper-Lea; Douglas Jackson; 
Peter Martins; Jane Moon (Secretary); Vito Pecchia (C); Jay Shah; Edward Stevens; Michael Tabb; Michael 
Townley (Treasurer).  
 
Active Steering Group members in the preparation of the Vision Plan; 
 
Judith Beresford-Smith; Don Blanking (V.C); Pam Blanking; Paul Bowden; Mike Corbett; Tim Crozier-Cole 
Jane Moon (Secretary); Rev Alison Fry; Vito Pecchia (C); Jay Shah; Michael Tabb; Mike Townley 
(Treasurer). 
 
Over the last 18 months a continuous consultation exercise has been undertaken with principal organisations 
and major employers in the village together with public participation meetings inviting all residents of 
Batheaston to make their views known. The intention; to raise awareness of this initiative and gain an 
understanding of the main issues and concern considered important by all of us. In May June 2008 a Plan 
Survey was carried out by distributing questionnaires to every adult and young persons of secondary school 
age in the village. The questionnaire sought detailed information on issues raised and noted throughout the 
consultation process. From the responses to the questionnaire, the Steering Group has prepared this 
document highlighting matters considered important by residents and addressed them by recommending 
appropriate action where relevant. 
 
The actions proposed in this document are not supposed to be the only ones appropriate and no doubt, 
many who read and take an active interest in this initiative and the affairs of our Community, may themselves 
have an alternative view to the collective one expressed by the BVP Steering Group. The information 
collected by the plan process, however, allows every resident to exercise an informed judgement on matters 
raised in this document. Such interest is welcome and encouraged; the more residents are engaged in what 
happens in their surroundings the greater the chance that decision makers, elected or appointed might listen 
and take on board what we have to say. 
 
Appendix 3 to this document provides a copy of the General Comments forwarded with the survey return. 
The comments add a human dimension to statistical facts and are included for the benefit of the reader. All 
the results of the Plan survey can be made available, as appropriate, on request to the Parish Clerk. 
 
Acknowledgements 
The Batheaston Vision Plan Steering Group gratefully acknowledge the assistance of the many people who 
have helped and given advice to make the production of this Plan possible especially; 
 

• The personnel at the Countryside Agency who have provided background support;  

• Batheaston Parish Council for their financial support for printing and distribution and making their 
collective experience and knowledge available; 

• Bathford Parish Councillors by making the experience of producing their Parish Plan available for our 
benefit;  

• The Batheaston Organisations, Employers and Service Providers who contributed to the Plan 
Process; 

• The 42 volunteers who achieved such a high response rate by distributing and collecting the 
questionnaires from each household in the Parish. 

• But more especially the BVP Steering Group thanks all the Parishioners who returned completed 
questionnaires, made comments and made this Plan possible. 

 
The Batheaston Vision Plan Steering Group Chairman. 
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Introduction 
 
A survey was conducted In May and June 2008 when individual questionnaires were delivered to all 
households for every adult and young persons of secondary school age, thought to be living in the Parish of 
Batheaston. Altogether some 2030 adult questionnaires were delivered, 1197 Adult and 74 youth forms were 
completed and returned. The response represented an adult return rate approaching 60% of questionnaires 
distributed and 60% on a household basis. During the distribution process it was noted some 55 houses in 
the village appeared unoccupied, either because they were vacant or the householders were absent.  
 
The 2001 National Census records that the village has 1154 households and an adult population of 2151. 
For comparative purposes against National Census data, the representative percentage response the Vision 
Plan survey achieved was 55.6%. The level of return, from a Parish the size of Batheaston is considered 
very good and compares with the conventionally accepted statistical view that a 40% representative 
response is thought to be a reliable representation of the entire survey area.  
 
The purpose of the survey was to record the views of residents on a range of issues affecting everyday life 
and their environment, what they value and what might be missing. The issues themselves were identified 
from resident responses to pre-survey consultation conducted since the commencement of the Vision Plan at 
the end of 2007 
 
Figure; 1 Respondents by age group 

Analysis of the responses was 
carried out by professional data 
analysts so as to avoid bias and 
inconsistency and ensure the 
conversion of information to a 
digital form was as accurate as 
possible, enabling evaluation and 
assessment and the formulation 
of a vision for the future of 
Batheaston. 
 
Figure1 shows, the overall 
results, benefit from being 
generated from a wide range of 
age groups, with no single group 

accounting for more than 20% of the completed questionnaires. Of the 1069 respondents who stated their 
gender, 44% (474) were female and 56% (595) were male (another factor which adds integrity to the data 
derived from the survey is the length of time which the majority of respondents have lived in the parish, with 
79% (854) having resided in Batheaston for 5 years or more). 
 
Figure 2: Respondents by length of time living in village 

The Vision proposed for 
Batheaston has no statutory 
authority and the policy 
recommendations herein, derive 
from the grass root views 
expressed by the resident 
community. Statutory plans have 
to take account of many national 
and regional policies not to say 
the least of evermore European 
directives. In consequence their 
vision is often a compromise of 
divergent and competing 
interests seeking to promote the 

benefit of the public in general, too often at the expense of a particular community.  
 
The non-statutory status of the Batheaston Vision Plan is its very strength, in that its expression is directly 
linked to the community whose interest it is promoting, uncompromised by remote and sometimes irrelevant  
external factors. Those vested or elected to the responsibility to safeguard and promote the interest of our 
community should not idly dismiss the result of this exercise and at the very least, measure the position they 
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take, when representing the residents of Batheaston, against the background information and the consensus  
supporting the policies of this Vision Plan.  
 
The vision promoted in this document is a starting point and at all times should remain an expression of the 
will of the community as it evolves and responds to new challenges and demands. For the Vision to remain 
relevant it is essential that its review and update occur at regular intervals as circumstances change and new 
or better information becomes available. The source of such information is you, the residents of Batheaston, 
therefore make your views count and forward your comments and suggestions, in writing or by email, to the 
Clerk of the Batheaston Parish Council: - 
 
Mike Townley 
“Bailrigg” 
9 Eagle Park 
Batheaston    BA1 7HS 
bailrigg@talktalk.net 
 

Household and Age Profile of Batheaston 
 
The age structure of Batheaston is biased towards the older generation with the survey result confirming that 
the 2001 National Cencus showing that 75% of the population exceeded the age of 44, remains 
substantively unchanged. There is a 56% to 44 % Male Female split overall with some 71% of the population 
having lived in the village for 16 years or more. The unemployment level at the time of the survey was in the 
order of 2% and the retirement level stood at 36%. The 
principal sources of employment were Bath and Batheaston 
and the surrounding area within 30 miles with some 10% of the 
population working elsewhere. 
 
A substantial number of householders above the age 50 were 
noted to be one person households and this may point to 
isolation of the elderly generation, potentially an area of 
concern. The Household Questionnaire was completed by 652 
respondents. The breakdown of the number of respondents 
who indicated the type of house they lived in is displayed in 
Figure 4 below 

Figure 3 Age profile of respondent 
Figure 4 Respondents by Tenure type 

 

A high proportion of respondents 84% (530) own 
their own homes, well above the national 
average, with the majority of properties having 3 
or more bedrooms. The remainder is rented 
accommodation with a 5% private and 11% social 
landlord split. 
 
 
 

Figure 5 Modal split of vehicles and ownership  
                                                                                                                               
             1              2             3            4           5 or more                                                                                                    

The type and number of vehicles used by respondents is 
varied with a heavy bias toward private car ownership 286 of 
these vehicles are usually parked on the road overnight, with 
593 kept on a driveway or in a garage. 
 
The majority of household, 73% (444) have access to the 
internet, with 91% (406) of these using broadband. Batheaston 
Residents' Email Database & Activities Calendar (BREDAC) 
was available in 22% of respondents’ homes.                                                              
                                                                                                                                     

Some 20% (133) of households have dogs, with 37 having 2 
or more. A small number of respondent (12) households have 
no access to television, 219 of the 652 households with TV, 
receive it via satellite.  
                                                                                                                                    
                                                                                                                                   2 / 3 wheel V            cars                 van / goods V      

                                                                                                                    Figure 6: School run                                                                                            
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Some 27% of households (177 respondents) contained children of 

primary or secondary school age, with Batheaston Primary being 
the school most attended. The most popular secondary schools 
were Beechen Cliff, Hayesfield and St Marks. Batheaston Primary is 
noted for its good performance with children with special needs and 
its overall popularity is reflected by its widespread catchment area, 
suggesting the need to provide adequate short term stopping places 
near to the school. This is supported by the fact that nearly 33% of 
the school run is done by private car or taxi. Public Bus transport 
accounts for 21% of the school trips some 26% walk and the 
remainder either use a school bus, cycle or use other means. 
 
A substantial number of householders 38% (202), are members of a 
Neighbourhood Watch with 60% (176) of respondents expressing a 
desire to join. Many respondents 76% (143) feel the Neighbourhood 
watch scheme has improved security in their area. 

 
Context 
 
Batheaston is strategically located on the eastern approach to Bath on the London to Bristol A4 trunk Road. 
Originally and still, a rural settlement acting as a satellite service provider to Bath and to other nearby 
villages, the parish of Batheaston is one of the largest in the region. It is predominantly residential in 
character with a large agricultural hinterland with small levels of employment and is served by adequate 
shopping, social, health and recreational facilities and acts as a hub to the surrounding rural catchment area. 
The urban structure has evolved over time with some buildings dating from the 16

th
 C, its layout determined 

by local topography and the pre 1996 dominance of the east west A4 trunk route. 
 
Topographically the principal features reflect the watercourses of the River Avon (East to West) and St. 
Catherine’s Brook (North to South). The southern extremity of the village is defined by the flood plain of the 
River Avon, which in turn, determined the routing of the old A4 and associated building development either 
side of it, above flood plain levels. Exploitation of water power in the 18

th
 and 19

th
 C gave impetus to building 

development along the west side of St Catherine’s Brook creating the classic linear village structure of 
Northend, stretching from the A4 in the south to Steway Lane and beyond to the north.  
 
 
 
 
                                    
 
                                                          
         AREA 1 
 
                                                                            
          AREA 2 
 
 
                                                                                                                     AREA 3                                                                           
                                                                                                              
                       
          AREA 4 
                         
                                                 AREA 4 
 
 
 
 
 
During the interwar and post war periods, national necessity gave rise to small pockets of industrial 
development and the promotion of substantial residential development responding to  national need and 
demand. Initially, in the late 1950s, development was concentrated on the east side of St. Catherine’s Brook 
with the construction of the public sector housing of Elmhurst Estate, followed closely in the 1960s and 
beyond with the private sector housing development of Upper and Lower Bannerdown and the Morris Lane 
areas. 
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The constraints of topography, communication and sequential development associated with changing 
national and local government policy have given rise to a dispersed urban pattern, recognised by the majority 
of residents during the Vision Plan consultation period leading them to describe Batheaston as ‘a village of 4 
separate parts’ lacking a unifying focal identity. These areas generally correspond to; 

• Northend  = AREA 1 

• Elmhurst = AREA 2 

• Bannerdown  = AREA 3 

• High St E&W = AREA 4 
The dispersed urban pattern coupled with the perceived lack of a ‘Centre’ is considered detrimental to 
community cohesion. There is overwhelming support by respondents, to promote and plan the Garden High 
Street area to provide that cohesion in any future Vision for the village. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Village Environment 
 
Green Belt and Character 
In 1966, the national policy on Green Belt was implemented, its purpose, to prevent major urban centres 
joining together, to protect local character and restrain the gradual loss of the countryside to development. 
Locally, Batheaston, in common with other villages surrounding Bath and Bristol, was included within the 
Green Belt, effectively restricting outward expansion of the village and preserving the urban pattern that 
exists today. Almost all respondents (97%) considered it essential to maintain the character and appearance 
of Batheaston with 96% expressing support for the protection of the Green Belt.    
 
Housing 
The majority of the respondents to the questionnaire feel that new housing should not be encouraged and if 
it were to occur, it should be confined to the built up area. The built up area is already of a reasonably high 
density, though there are opportunities for infill.  Given the lack of development space it is especially 
important that whatever new housing is allowed, it should promote a balanced community.  Promoting 
‘affordable’ housing is an important issue in maintaining such a balance, with even the smallest of properties 
in the village now, beyond the means of most first time buyers. The high cost of housing may be the reason 
for the lack of balance in the age structure of the village and policies to remedy this should be strongly 
encouraged. Within the built up area there are properties with large gardens and extensive orchards 
(i.e.Bannerdown Drive, Solsbury Lane and Northend) and Poplars Nurseries is known to have sought a 
change of use. If and when the condition arise for such sites to seek planning permission these should be 
limited to providing accommodation for young families and one  and  two person households. The trend of 
working from home is now well established, this will continue and increase with advancements in technology, 
and the added incentive of rising fuel costs, statutory carbon emission reduction targets and road 
congestion. Such trends should be welcomed, and imaginative new combined home/work living places 
investigated to promote alternative and more sustainable life styles.  
 
Employment 
The majority of the fulltime economically active population work in Bath (63%) with a substantial number 
(27%) working in Batheaston. Rural villages are often constrained in the levels of employment they can offer 
because they are often restrained by environmentally sensitive surrounding areas, in the case of Batheaston 
the Cotswolds Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and the Green Belt. Retaining and promoting modest 
employment levels in rural areas is desirable and should be encouraged not only in time of economic stress  
but also to ensure a healthy local economy and provide balance in the demographic structure.  
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Village Environment 

No Recommendation Action 

        Short term – Medium term 

1 
New dwellings, where allowed, should be geared towards starter homes, small 
homes for retirement and flexible live-in/work-in accommodation securing 
social gains and or appropriate contributions; 

PC; B&NES 

2 
Promote and encourage modest job creating initiatives in the village including 
surrounding environmentally sensitive areas for local people and in support of 
existing local business; 

PC; B&NES 

        Long term 

3 
The surrounding environmentally sensitive Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 
and  areas in the Green Belt to be protected. 

PC; B&NES 

Key: PC = Parish Council; B&NES=Unitary Authority; MP=Member of Parliament; C=Community; I=Individual 

 
Landscape  
 
Significant features of the rural setting of the village that lies within the southern Cotswold Hills are in the 
west, Charmy Down and Little Solsbury, in the east, Bannerdown.  The latter two hilltops are Common Land 
and Access Land, separated by the St. Catherine’s Valley.  In the south the village edge is defined by the  
River Avon, the Batheaston Garden, riverside footpath, the meadows and wetland habitat.  
 
The landscape around Batheaston is a great recreational asset to the village.  Areas most visited are the 
Gardens, River Avon footpath (before it was closed), St Catherine’s Valley, Solsbury Hill and Bannerdown 
Common.  Charmy Down and the Meadows are also popular destinations. Many respondents, 71% indicated 
strong support to make greater use of the river Avon frontage. 
 
Public Footpaths  
 
The area is reasonably well served by footpaths, but residents feel there is scope for improvements with a 
majority supporting the creation of new footpaths. Restoration of the river Avon footpath is strongly supported 
by 92% but incorporating a cycle path in the restoration only received minority support. Dog fouling is a 
concern for many, with some areas being especially badly affected to the extent that people are deterred 
from visiting and young children prevented from playing freely (e.g. Bannerdown common and the field north 
of Steway Lane opposite the Catherine Way entrance).  There is currently a lack of facilities for responsible 
dog owners to ‘bag it’ in these locations. Dog fouling is highlighted as a problem on many pavements as well, 
especially in Catherine Way, Elmhurst, Northend and the High Street.  
 
Primary School 
 
The widespread catchment area of the primary school is reflected in the dominance of the car borne morning 
and afternoon school run and the need for adequate short term parking near the drop off and pick up point. 
At present this is at the junction of School Lane with Northend. The limitation of space and competition with 
residents for parking, has raised concerns of safety by the school and local people.  Mothers and children 
trying to get to their cars or on their way home, have to negotiate their way along narrow pavement and cross 
the road amongst cars double parked or obstructing pavements or drivers attempting unusual turning 
manoeuvres. The site of the primary school might have been well suited when its catchment area was limited 
to the village and the immediate environs and pupils walked to school, but behavioural changes in society 
brought about by the car, concerns for safety and educational policy now requires it to accommodate new 
needs, in particular a point of access to the school with the benefit of nearby parking ideally remote from 
residential areas.The site cannot be changed but because it is not landlocked by private property in the 
south east, the potential does exist to consider an alternative access arrangement should appropriate 
conditions arise from the comprehensive review of the Coalpit Corridor Area of Opportunity.  
 
Recycling 
 
A majority of respondents 65% (661) would like to see a central recycling collection point available in the 
village for large domestic items, however only 49% see value in providing a rubbish collection point for 
households who miss the scheduled collection.   
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Street lighting 
  
Most people thought that street lighting is adequate, but 60% would support measures against light pollution. 
Muddy Lane and School Lane are generally considered to be badly lit. Improved street lighting in these 
areas would be welcome. Replacement lighting by B&NES is generally better, but the Campaign for Dark 
Skies is already engaged with the Council to improve public lighting in general.  
 
Public seating 
 
A majority would like to see more seating at particular points around the village.  Amongst the seventy or so 
requests for seats the particular positions most asked for were Solsbury Hill for views (15), Bannerdown Hill 
near Heather House (11), Riverside (8), Elmhurst hill half way up (8).  
 

Landscape, Footpaths, Lighting and School. 

No Recommendations Action 

        Short term  

1 
Review in next winter period, adequacy of street lighting in School Lane and 
the adjacent Muddy Lane; 

PC; B&NES 

2 Install public seats in preferred locations; PC 

3 Promote the  sponsoring of public seats in preferred village locations;  PC 

4 
Investigate alternative access potential to the primary school from the Coalpit 
Road corridor area of opportunity 

PC; B&NES 

5 Strongly recommend the restoration of the River Avon footpath B&NES 

Key: PC = Parish Council; B&NES=Unitary Authority;  
 

Safety and Security 
 
More than two thirds of respondents thought the existing level of policing inadequate.  Half support the idea 
of more security cameras. Of sixty people who made additional comments, 28 mentioned the Car Park as a 
site where they felt unsafe and 14 had reservations or were strongly against cameras 
Measures have been taken to improve surveillance in the village since the Vision survey was carried out with 
a second police community support officer being appointed to the area.  
 
Some 20% of respondents report having experienced crime in the village and not bothered to report it to the 
Police. The return suggests that possibly some 850 crimes have occurred in the village that the police are 
unaware of, over the last two years, The police authority should investigate the phenomenon lest it suggests 
a lack of confidence in the service they provide.  
 

Safety and Security 

No Recommendation Action 

        Short term  

1 
Install speed bump or limiter at entrance to the public car park in the Garden 
High Street area to restrain late night joy riders racing in and out; 
 

PC; B&NES 

2 
Relocate existing CCTV camera in the Garden High Street to cover the car park 
and Batheaston Garden; 
 

PC 

3 
Promote an awareness campaign to encourage more  residents joining the 
neighbourhood watch scheme and to become liaison  coordinators; 
 

PC 

4 

Encourage the police service to attend village  public participation events, to 
meet and get to know residents in the village and make known  how and what 
measures they are implementing in the Village.  
 

PC; Po 

Key: PC = Parish Council; B&NES=Unitary Authority; MP=Member of Parliament; Po= Avon constabulary;  
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Local facilities 
 
Batheaston, because of its location and size, is able to support a reasonable range of shopping, social and 
recreational facilities. The Batheaston Garden High Street area has the greatest concentration of shops and 
service providers; including Chemist, Grocery store, Chiropractor and Post Office. These are supported by 
two public houses, a fish and chip shop, hairdresser, dentist and a veterinary practice. A smaller nucleus of 
shops and services, including the newspaper shop, remains in the Batch area of the High street, some 300m 
to the west. 
 
The economic base of these commercial facilities originally relied on the population of Batheaston and 
passing trade arising from movement to and from adjacent villages and travellers on the old A4 trunk route. 
The opening of the Batheaston by-pass, in 1996, severely affected their trading position, made worse, by the 
increase in the general tendency of weekly family shopping visits to large supermarkets. Since 1985, the loss 
of a Baker, Butcher, Greengrocer and Bank was perhaps inevitable in the face of such trends, nevertheless, 
the status of what remains now appears stable. Responses to the Vision Plan Survey, however, suggests 
residents feel the service provided is at the lower end of adequacy and there is support for measures to 
promote improvement in quality and variety through the planning process and investment.  
Maintaining a healthy economic base is a prerequisite to the sustainability of commercial activities and the 
promotion of conditions for ongoing economic viability is essential if shops and service providers are to 
survive and improve their service. Conditions for economic sustainability are varied and many, are beyond 
the scope of planning, nevertheless, certain factors such as accessibility, ease of parking, servicing, 
supporting anchor services, variety, convenience and synergy with other facilities are essential tenets to 
good trading positions, fostering the survival of small Local Centres. Ensuring that such measures are 
promoted through the planning process and supported by local activity and involvement will make a 
difference to their continuity and sustainability. 
 
Some allotments previously established in the Village have fallen into disuse. Bathford and Larkhall have 
very well established allotments, providing recreation, community and health benefits.  Batheaston lacks 
comparable facilities.  The questionnaire exposes the latent demand with over 170 questionnaire 
respondents expressing an interest in having an allotment if one were available.  
 
Neighbourhood Group  
 
Batheaston is fortunate in having a 
Neighbourhood Group, managed and run by 
volunteers which amongst other services, 
offers transport to hospital, to surgery, 
collection of prescriptions, shopping for the 
housebound and provides a monthly lunch 
club for the elderly. On average only about 4 
to 5% of respondents confirmed using 
Neighbourhood services, which is 
remarkably low given a head count in the 
order of 700 people over the age of 60. 
Some 50% of respondents confirmed 
knowledge of the group but do not use it 
whereas some 44% confirmed that they were 
not aware of the service at all.  The response 
might suggest either that there is little 
demand for the service, or as is more likely 
the case, that the work of the group is not 
adequately promoted or publicised. A considerable number of respondents, 208 confirmed their willingness 
to contribute voluntary time and effort to the Neighbourhood Group and other similar organisation in the 
village. The Neighbourhood Group should be recognised as a key service provider to the elderly and 
proactive measures, either direct funding or active help to find additional help and support, should be taken 
to safeguard these services, in particular, to avert the threatened stoppage of the Thursday Club.    
 
Sport and Leisure 
 
Only 20% or so of respondents confirmed participating in existing societies in the village or used village 
recreational facilities. The recreational needs of the village are strongly supported by the Parish Council 
through support of representative organisations. In recent years these have been very successful in 
attracting grants and with the help of financial support from the Parish Council precept, have realised an 
excellent Children’s Playground, an all weather netball court, provided a youth shelter and are currently 
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actively pursuing options to provide a FIFA 
standard football pitch. The survey response, in 
excess of 80%, rating the present provision of 
recreational activities as only OK to poor for 
children and teenagers might be thought 
disappointing but understandable in regard to 
adults or the elderly, as no active sporting 
recreational facilities exist for them in the village. 
The 2001 national census records 352 children 
in the 0-16 years age group of these about 100 
are of pre school age. It may be the survey 
response reflects impossible high expectations, 
in the minds of residents and perhaps future 
provision should be subject to value engineering 
scrutiny and cost benefit evaluation, before 
public finance is committed.  
 
Farmer’s Market 
 
The survey response and ‘personal comments’ (see appendix 3) illustrate a clear desire by residents, for 
more choice of convenience goods with a preference for local produce. A weekly greengrocer market stall 
does operate in the village, but this is intermittent and low key in scale. Lowden Nursery and Allington Farm 
on the outskirts of Melksham and Chippenham are business examples operating multi product indoor market 
stores which provide a diversity of locally sourced products from a 10 mile radius, including fresh meat, 
preserves, bakery products, fruit and vegetables which survive notwithstanding the proximity of named 
supermarkets nearby. Farmshops such as these are economically viable units and testimony that this form of 
business model can be successful. There is no reason why such operation could not be integrated in a future 
Village Centre Vision for Batheaston and run as a viable commercial unit either by local producers or by an 
interested business with proven experience in this sector. 
 

Local Facilities 

No Recommendations Action 

        Short term  

1 Maintain on street parking in front of shops. B&NES 

2 
Promote greater awareness of the Neighbourhood Group service and address 
funding to maintain current services. 
 

PC 

3 Promote a volunteer request campaign to help out with community groups. PC 

4 
Undertake publicity campaign amongst residents seeking firm commitments to 
secure allotments as when they become available 

PC 

Short term 

5 
Create conditions to attract additional commercial activity.  
 

PC; B&NES 

6 
Improve management of servicing to all shops and facilities in the Batheaston 
Garden High street area. 

B&NES 

7 
Create conditions and promote an enlarged indoor or covered outdoor farmers 
market.  

PC; C; 
B&NES 

8 
Assess potential and suitability of land for example, between River Avon and 
London Road East, for allotment use.  

PC 

        Long term 

9 
Promote and support the continuation of the Chemist, Post Office and Grocery 
store.  

ALL 

Key: PC = Parish Council; B&NES=Unitary Authority; MP=Member of Parliament; C=Community;  

 
Traffic & Transport  
 
Current status 
The village is dissected by heavy transport using Bannerdown Road. to and from Colerne, and using the High St. to 
access the M4, and also from the A46 back through to Colerne. The reasons for this being the growth of an ex-MOD 
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storage facility since c2002, general increase in the building projects in and around Colerne, and the lack of a 
suitable link road out to the A420 from Colerne and its environs. The problem of HGVs using the High St. has been 
exacerbated by the fact that after the building of the Batheaston by-pass, the A4 was not de-trunked, and is still 
used (illegally) by lorries as a rat-run to and from the A46. 
 
The speed of traffic through the village presents a major hazard, especially because of' double-parking' outside 
the shops near the Fiveways junction, partly caused by delivery vehicles to Jones Convenience Store, and 
Brewery lorries servicing the pubs. The back-stacking of west-bound traffic due to unsatisfactory priorities at the 
Northend turning, causes a major hazard on the blind bend adjacent to Batheaston House. The four major 
junctions (Fiveways, Northend, High Bannerdown and the Tollbridge Road) are particularly dangerous both for 
vehicles and pedestrians, because of poor visibility, poor priority definition, and the speed of traffic both on 
Bannerdown Road, and in the High street and London Road West. The high level of road signage in the village 
is largely ambiguous, distracting and ineffective at reducing traffic speeds. This is because it has arisen piece-
meal over a number of years and has not benefited from a holistic approach. 
 
There is insufficient provision for cyclists around the village, or any secure parking for cycles, either by the 
Newsagents  or at the Garden High Street shops and pubs.   On-street parking and lack of repairs to road surfaces 
and potholes also increase the hazard to cyclists in Batheaston. 
 
Pavements in the village are either in poor condition or completely missing particularly outside the Garden High 
Street village shops, at the bottom of Bannerdown Road., and opposite the newsagents on the High Street. There is 
no pavement access at the upper end of Bannerdown Road. for people living in High Bannerdown. The River Avon 
footpath is a highly popular local amenity but is not safely maintained for either pedestrians or cyclists. It could 
provide a vital route for non-vehicular traffic to link up with the canal tow path, via Bathampton Lane and from there 
to the City of Bath or Bradford –on-Avon. An alternative solution could be a footbridge across the River Avon linking 
the Meadows and the Garden High Street car park. The cost of a modest timber footbridge on anchored concrete 
abutments on each bank (see appendix 4), could be compensated by the estimated high costs of containing bank 
erosion affecting the present footpath allowing the recreational potential of the Meadows to be explored.   
 
The vast majority of the village is opposed to the P & R on Bathampton Meadows. Most respondents favour Charmy 
Down both on grounds of cost-effectiveness and minimising visual impact on us and the other two adjacent villages 
(Bathford and Bathampton). Potential traffic stack-back onto the Bathford roundabout would seriously impact traffic 
from Batheaston, Bradford-on-Avon, Bathford, and joining from Chippenham/Box. 
 
Because of the high percentage of both young and elderly residents in the village, public transport facilities are 
well-used and essential. The present high cost, for those without free bus passes, and uncertain punctuality for all 
users, appear to be the major deterrent to greater use. 
 
Issues arising from the survey responses 
 
Traffic Flow 

• Promote  alternative traffic route for HGVs to and from Colerne; 

• Promote a comprehensive approach to traffic calming measures with the purpose of limiting access to 
HGVs (or other non-essential vehicles) through the High Street 

Traffic Management 

• Promote  traffic management measures on the old A4 and the through the Garden High Street compatible 
with  the Vision Plan  design objectives and not solely on traffic engineering priciples.  

Cyclists 

• Promote a safe and continuous cycle-path through the village, linking the Bathford roundabout to the A46 
roundabout 

• Promote secure cycle parking at popular locations, such as outside the Garden High Street shops, public 
Houses and the health Centre.. 

• Support and actively promote the proposed Footbridge across the river Avon in the Garden High Street 
area to provide cycle way link to the canal footpath at Bathampton and from there into the City of Bath. 

Pedestrians 

• Promote the restoration of the River Avon footpath.  

• Promote a direct pedestrian access from the Garden High Street to Bathampton Meadows and the canal 
towpath by means of a footbridge across the river Avon. 

• Promote pedestrian safety, access and connectivity through the village by providing new and wider 
pavements, especially those near the shops, along the High St., at the lower end of Bannerdown Rd., and 
Higher Bannerdown. 

• Safeguard a zone for a new pavement along  the west side of Coalpit Road (see section on Coalpit Road 
area of opportunity) 
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Traffic Signage 

• Review and remove all but essential signs in combination with more effective traffic calming measures. 
Public Transport 

• Make First Bus aware of the results of our survey with regard to poor punctuality and high prices. 

• Continue to lobby B&NES to adopt Charmy Down for any Eastern Park & Ride. 

• Some 30% of ‘over 60 respondents confirm not having a Diamond bus pass suggesting 300 or more 
people do not take advantage of this benefit. There may be good reason why such benefit is not claimed, 
nevertheless greater use of public transport will have an impact on energy saving and carbon emission as 
well as procuring mobility benefits for the older members of the community. A publicity programme through 
existing help organisation should be supported to raise awareness that such benefit exist and help made 
available on how to apply for it.  

 
Traffic and transport 

No Recommendations Action 

        Short term  

1 Safeguard a pavement route on the West side of Coalpit Road.  PC; B&NES 

2 
Provide secure parking for cyclists outside Garden High Street shops and the 
Newsagents. 

PC 

3 Extend provision of 20mph speed limit up to High Bannerdown. PC; B&NES 

4 
Strongly resist the proposed Park & Ride site on Bathampton Meadows in favour of 
Charmy Down on grounds of cost-savings and detrimental impact on an important 
environmentally sensitive area. 

PC; C; ALL 

5 
Resist development increasing on street parking demand in  theSchool Lane to 
Northend Road junction area. 

PC; B&NES 

6 
Promote an awareness campaign in claiming for a diamond bus pass for the over 
60’s. 

PC; B&NES 

        Medium term 

7 

Prevent double parking in front of the Garden High Street shops which reduces 
visibility and  increases the hazard to pedestrians when  crossing the road to reach 
the public car park. This can be achieved by promoting the servicing of the Garden 
High Street shops from the car park behind the pubs (by agreement with owner) 
and by way of trolley service corridor accessed by a small bridge over the brook.  

PC; B&NES 

8 
Re-configure parking arrangements outside the Garden High Street shops to 45 
degrees this will immediately increase parking capacity and self regulate double 
parking tendencies.  

PC; B&NES 

9 

Review and increase on-street parking on Elmhurst  estate by (a) appropriately 
utilising road side verges and introducing angled parking; (b) Reconfiguring 
existing parking arrangements and re-routing pavements where there is 
duplication. 
 

PC; B&NES 

10 

Promote the provision of new pavements to address Health & Safety concerns and 
protection of buildings, to improve connectivity through village particularly at the 
lower end of Bannerdown Rd., west of  the Northend to High Street  junction and in 
Higher Bannerdown; 

PC; 
B&NES; HA 

11 
Restore or reroute the River Avon footpath; PC; 

B&NES; EA 

12 
Reconfigure pavement access to existing Garden High Street shops incorporating 
historical features wherever possible. 

PC; B&NES 

        Long term 

13 
Prevent HGV access between the Bathford Roundabout and High Bannerdown and 
though the Garden High Street either by a road link from above High Bannerdown 
onto the A4, or from directing HGV traffic via the A420 , Ford  and to Colerne. 

PC; 
B&NES; HA 

14 
Look to provide safe cycle paths through the village with connection to the canal 
towpath at Bathampton. 

PC; 
B&NES; EA 

15 
Redesign 5 ways and Northend to High St. junction to facilitate pedestrian 
movement and safety between Bannerdown Road, London Road East and the 
Garden High street area. 

PC; 
B&NES; HA 

Key: PC = Parish Council; B&NES=Unitary Authority; HA = Highway Agency; EA = Environment Agency; 
C=Community;  
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igure 7 – Illustrative junction treatments 
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Local Government 
 
The Batheaston Parish Council is not affiliated to any Church and is the first tier of local government.  It is 
non- party political. It has been in existence since 1893 and has 15 Parish Councillors – the number 
established by the size of the voting population. These Councillors are unpaid and give freely of their time – 
mostly evenings – to help improve the overall well-being of the Village.  Each year the Council gives an 
Annual Report to the entire Village and holds a specific meeting to discuss progress and wishes for the 
future.  This annual get-together is held in St Johns Church Hall and – for interest – other topics are 
presented. 
 
The Unitary Authority – Bath & North East Somerset (B&NES) – is responsible for the cleansing of all streets 
and pavements, the gardening of all public spaces, collection of all waste, maintenance of street lights, 
clearance of litter bins, roads and pavements maintenance, clearance of all public footpaths etc.  The Parish 
Council knows its own vicinity and acts as an Agent for B&NES to maintain the Batheaston Gardens, 
maintain the toilet block, sweep all pavements and clear all footpaths.  For these services the Parish Council 
is paid regular monthly amounts from the Council Tax.  In the past the Somerset/Avon Authorities did not 
provide streetlights in certain areas and this Council has provided and installed 17 separate lights throughout 
the village.  The Parish Council maintains these 17 lights but it is intended to upgrade each light to then pass 
over to B&NES. 
 
To provide these maintenance services the Parish Council employs 3 handymen, one gardener, a toilets 
operator and also the clerk.  The clerk is responsible for the Parish Council finances, employment 
records/wages, legislation and a myriad of liaison duties with B&NES officers, District Councillors and other 
Authorities.  All employees are part-time. 
 
The majority of replies noted their use of the Noticeboards, and BREDAC, but few utilise the Website.Three-
quarters of respondents recognise their local Parish Councillors, but less than half know their District 

Councillors.  Two-thirds know who 
is their local MP. 
 
There was overwhelming positive 
response to the suggestion that all 
our governing bodies should hold 
drop-in sessions in the Village, 
with 78% supporting this service 
from the Parish Council. 
People are generally happy with 
Parish Council expenditure and a 
substantial number of respondents 
support the notion of increased 
expenditure particularly for the 
young (59%) the environment 
(53%) and the for the elderly 
(50%).  
Parish Council funding for young 

people in the village (count 352 in the 5-15 age group) through the youth and recreation organisations have 
the benefit of an average annual contribution of £2,200 p.a. from the council Precept (excluding capital 
contributions of major projects) whereas the elderly (count 616 people 65+ age group) have an average 
annual amount, on request, of £270.  
 

Local Government 

No Recommendation Action 

        Short term  

1 
The Parish Council Bulletin issue to include a photograph and ‘profile’ of all 
Parish and District Councillors and our local Member of Parliament. 

PC; 

2 
The District Councillors improve contact and communication in between 
elections with their electorate and with the Parish Council. 

DC 

3 
Promote ‘drop-in’ venue(s) to elected representatives and publish dates and 
time of availability. 

PC; DC 

4 
The funding from Parish Precept to be addressed to organisations looking 
after the elderly in Batheaston commensurate with their needs. 
 

PC 
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5 
Sport and leisure organisation encouraged to promote sports and active 
recreational facilities for all members of the community particularly for adults 
and Seniors. 

PC; SLO. 

Key: PC = Parish Council; B&NES=Unitary Authority; SLO= Sport and leisure organisations 
 
Communications  
 
The Parish Council communicates with villagers by: issuing a Bulletin 3 to 4 times per annum, issuing a 
Welcome Pack to all newcomers (when identified) having a website (which is not adequate) posting all 
meetings Agenda and other papers on 5 notice boards around the Village, contribution to the data base 
system BREDAC, and through telephone/email communications. 

 

The Parish Council’s “Annual Meeting” is held, usually, in April to discuss the previous year’s Annual Report 
and address other pertinent topics. 

 

An independent Internal Auditor and then the External Auditors –Mazars – by the end of July/August review 
the Parish Council’s Accounts. Audited accounts are available to any resident on request 
 

The majority of respondents (82%) believe that the Parish Council Bulletin keeps them well-informed of 
Village events and local issues. Sadly only half are aware of BREDAC – the Village’s email database 
procedure.  Half of respondents were not aware of the Website but 68% have indicated that they would visit 
and use a dedicated Website. Nearly two-thirds of respondents recorded that they read the Noticeboards.. 

 
Religion 
 
Batheaston has the ‘blessing’ of three separate churches with the St Johns Church of England building 
dating from the 13

th
 C on the site of a previous church mentioned in the Domesday book. 

 
The next ‘oldest’ building is the Methodist Chapel, which has adopted the attendants of the now 
deconsecrated Congregational Church building. The Church of the Good Shepherd (Roman Catholic) was 
constructed some 40 years ago and despite not having a permanent Parish Priest is still patronised and in 
daily use. 
 
All the above buildings have separate Halls, in almost constant daily use. Almost all respondents (98%) 
believe that religious worship is adequately catered for in the Village. Some four fifths would welcome more 
use of all our church buildings for concerts and other functions. A considerable number (55%) would favour 
‘drop-in’ surgeries at the Churches. 

 
Communications and Religion 

No Recommendations Action 

        Short term  

1 
The Parish Council, bulletin could be more informative to keep residents 
informed.  A volunteer Editor for this Bulletin is desired. 

PC 

2 
The existing Website relies on the B&NES facility and is not local enough and 
inadequate in design. A dedicated web site for the village should be strongly 
promoted with adequate resources to keep it updated on a weekly basis. 

PC; B&NES 

3 
Promote wider knowledge and actively encourage greater participation of the 
BREDAC (electronic mail) system. 

PC 

4 
A “Locations” map to be prepared and displayed in public places and issued 
through Village media organisations, showing where all the Parish Council 
notice boards and other facilities are located. 

PC 

5 
Local residents close to each Parish Notice Board should be identified and 
offered incentives to keep it updated. 

PC 

6 
Promote increased participation by all residents to the Churches monthly 
magazine . 

PC; VicPr 

7 Each Church to advertise availability to interested groups. VicPr 

8 
Each Church to promote establishment of social gatherings eg Dance Group, 
Choir, Bands etc. 

VicPr 

9 Each Church to try to establish ‘drop-in’ surgeries – with availability dates. VicPr 
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        Medium term 

10 
Assess viability of a joint venture local magazine with adjacent villages and 
communities and or contribute to the “Local Look” magazine issued monthly, 
edited from Larkhall. 

PC 

Key: PC = Parish Council; B&NES=Unitary Authority; VicPri.= Vicar or Priest. 

 
Young  People 
 
Our village is geographically spread and secondary school pupils are spread throughout Bath City so it appears 
there is not a strong identity between young people in Batheaston. This is so, despite the majority of primary age 
children attending our local school. 
 
Relations between young and old are generally perceived as good but efforts should be made by all to encourage 
support for each other. 
 
Our young people are strongly supportive to our natural surroundings and value the countryside around 
Batheaston, they feel it is important to maintain the character of our village. 
 
There is concern about traffic safety and a large majority would support development of the river path, 
incorporating a cycle way to link with the canal tow-path and from there into Bath. Personal safety is of concern to 
the younger group in certain areas.  
 
Relatively few use the existing sports facilities although many would like to see a wider range of activities for the 
young. Many suggestions have been made and there is a strong wish for them to be involved in the design and 
location of such facilities. All are concerned about dog fouling. 
 
The Youth Club is rated as good to very good by only by 28% of respondents, an alarming proportion generally do 
not know what is going on in the parish, some 72% would be unwilling to participate in a village web site or blog 
and 82% would be unwilling to partake in youth council. Only 6% make use of the youth shelter. A safe meeting 
place eg cafe and a drop in advice centre are desired. 
 

Young People 

No Recommendation Action 

        Short term  

1 Promote and if possible  extend the range of activities of  the Youth Club; PC 

        Medium term 

2 
Promote the creation of  a ‘Vision Team’ of young people to address suitability and 
relevance of existing facilities for young people and recommend  new  forms of  
activities to be explored ; 

YO 

3 
Promote events and cross organisation communication to encourage greater 
interaction between adult and young persons; 

PC; YO 

4 
Promote the involvement  of primary age children in village activities, including the 
Youth Club; 

YO 

Key: PC = Parish YO= Youth Organisations;  

 
Village Centre 
 
The need to meet, exchange ideas, interact, promote goodwill, trade, relax is as essential to people now, as 
it ever was in history. It is no coincidence that most towns and villages, have evolved with identifiable central 
areas where communal facilities can be found, grouped together, in close proximity to each other, easily  
accessible to the populations they serve. Such settlements, even today, foster a natural sense of community 
spirit and interaction in the local population and a sense of place to visitors.  Change, responding to demand 
and need in society, is an essential part of evolution and inevitably the villages’ prosperity and sustainability 
is  linked to the ability to adapt and accommodate development in response to new needs. 
 
The School Lane area of Northend, is thought by some residents, to be the ‘Centre of the Village’. The notion 
may be appropriate to Northend, but it is doubtful if such could be objectively sustained for the whole of 
Batheaston, even if it may be the oldest part of the village. Originally, this was probably, the beginning of 
Batheaston, its growth then, centred on the congregation catchment area of St. John the Baptist and other 
churches in the area, the historical employment areas of St. Catherine’s Brook and later the School. At one 
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time Northend had a grocery shop, two public houses, a blacksmith, three B&B’s and a restaurant. All, but 
two B&B’s have gone, a consequence of changing patterns of human activity and economic circumstance. 
 
In the late 19

th
 and 20

th
 C the economic centre of Batheaston shifted away from Northend to the High Street 

areas. The inter-war and post-war growth of Batheaston together with the advent of the motor car and 
motorised public transport, secured the dominance of the Garden High Street which was subsequently 
reinforced with the establishment of social and recreational facilities in Coalpit Road. More recently, the 
construction of the Batheaston by-pass, has itself further concentrated economic and commercial activity, 
predominantly in the Batheaston Garden High street area. The consolidation of the Garden High Street, as 
the Local Centre for Batheaston is a reflection of its accessibility to the majority of residents and potential 
customers from nearby rural communities. The importance of its location is reinforced by the siting of  
recreational facilities, playgrounds, car parking, the health centre, the Rhymes pavilion, and public transport 
routing adjacent to or easily accessible to it, along the Coalpit Road corridor. 
 
Coalpit Road is the service access road to Elmhurst Estate and forms the eastern boundary to the lower St 
Catherine Brook valley. From the west this part of the valley is totally obscured by development along the 
east side of Northend Road and much of the Brook west bank is in private and public ownership. It is 
essentially back land to existing residential properties, some laid out to large gardens and orchards, 
appearing under used, forming a publicly inaccessible park-like landscape at the Centre of the Village. 
 
The East bank of the brook is accessible from Coalpit Road and much of the land, in this case, is in public 
ownership. Predominantly, the land use of the East bank, is subject to social and communal use, forming a 
ribbon, linking School Lane to the Garden High Street. It contains play areas, communal garages, an all 
weather multi sports pitch, a sports field, the Rhymes pavilion, the Health Centre a vacant plot of land and a 
commercial car park to the rear of the Garden High Street shops. The communal garages have come to the 
end of their useful life and the Sport Field status, as it now stands, does not comply with FIFA standards for 
senior players. A principal water main, supplying Bath follows the valley bottom, and the Water Board have 
the benefit of an easement for 
access and maintenance.  

 
The lower course of the 
Brook, with its wooded banks, 
is an important natural feature 
of the village and forms a 
wildlife corridor leading to the 
upper reaches of St Catherine 
valley. The valley is noted for 
the wealth of wildlife and 
plants and attracts visitors 
and walkers from beyond the 
immediate vicinity. Historically 
the Brooks’ water flow 
provided power for cloth and 
flour, mills along its course 
and traces of this history 
remain. Over the years, little 
has been done, to exploit this 
valuable natural asset for its 
intrinsic recreational potential.  
 
The lower course of St 
Catherine’s brook is also a 
natural junction between the 
‘four parts’ of Batheaston, 
linking the school in the north 
to the High street in the south 
and Northend in the West to 
Elmhurst estate in the East. 
Given the state and condition 
of existing development along 
the East bank, mooted  
 

 Figure 8 – The Coalpit Road Corridor and Garden High Street areas of opportunity 
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potential investment in new halls and the pressure on planning authorities to make more land available for 
development, an opportunity now arises to review and plan the whole of this central area, the heart of 
Batheaston, in a comprehensive manner with the objective of bringing it into socially beneficial use and help 
relieve the pressure to release land in the Green Belt for development. 
 
Typically village centres contain a variety of services and facilities, intended primarily to serve all residents 
and customers from its catchment area, in a convenient and economic manner and can include all or some 
of the following; 
 

• School 

• Village hall 

• Health Centres 

• Shops 

• Business services 

• Post office and or Bank 

• Public house 

• Sport areas 

• Recycling 

• Car park 

• Garage 

• Village green 

• Public transport access 

• Park and or play areas                                
     Design of   external areas accommodating alternative uses    

                                                                       and set aside for passive recreation and meeting places                   
 
Healthy commercial activity especially in the retail sector, relies on ‘foot fall’ traffic; that is 
getting as many people coming and going into retail units and inspecting what is on offer. 
It is no coincidence that the most successful national retail trading centres combine a 
variety of shops and services in their designs so as to attract potential customers through 
the synergy arising between them. Synergy occurs when a mother may take her child to 
the morning crèche and use the occasion to meet other mothers for coffee or a chat or 
attend a keep fit session; someone posting a parcel or collecting a pension may chance 
to see friends or neighbours; a visit to the shop can be made to coincide with a visit to the 
health centre or collecting medicines for a friend or even a drink in the Pub. Synergy 
occurs when a variety of services are found in close proximity to each other and where 
access is easy and convenient between them, by as many people as possible. 
 
The concentration of facilities and services in a small geographical area will need to 
adequately accommodate a supporting infrastructure for goods transfer and delivery, 
convenient access by car and public transport and safe pedestrian movement between 
service providers. Whereas large centres tend to segregate the siting of these activities, 
at local level an integrated approach is probably unavoidable and provided it can be 
managed by design or control, may in many ways be desirable. The ability to be able to 
stop, very briefly, near to a shop to buy a newspaper or loaf of bread may be the added 
value a retailer needs to keep going.  
 
An overwhelming number of respondent’s to the Vision Plan survey supported the 
promotion of the Batheaston (Garden) High Street area as the Village Centre for 
Batheaston by improving its character, attracting and promoting more services, 
reinforcing its relationship with existing facilities and exploiting the advantages of its 
accessibility, location near to the public gardens, the river frontage and views to the 
meadows. This support was also strongly expressed in the pre survey consultation period of the Vision Plan. 
Clearly the majority of residents from all parts of Batheaston identify and consider this area as the dominant 
focal point of the village where people naturally move to and from during the course of the day, week and 
year. Interestingly here and nearby, already can be found facilities associated with Village Centre functions 
these occur not by chance but because their location and proximity to each other make them easily 
accessible by car to residents living at the periphery of the village, at Bannerdown, London Road West and  
St Catherine’s valley. The responses from the survey suggest not only that these should be retained but 
conditions should be promoted to improve their quality, increase variety and to make greater and better use 
of the environmental resources the location offers to enhance its character. At the same time, the survey    
responses also indicate, the speed and type of traffic through this area is unacceptable as it now stands. It 
has a detrimental impact on its architectural character, pedestrian movement and convenience in use and is  
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a consequence of the lack of action and afterthought by all agencies involved with the de-trunking of the old 
A4 and which should be seriously addressed.  

 
 
 
Village Centre and Garden High street Area of Opportunity 

No Recommendations Action 

        Short term  

1 
Improve visual access into Batheaston Gardens, from the High Street by 
forming appropriate decorative openings in the stone boundary wall and 
making them secure.  

PC; B&NES 

2 
Promote water based recreational activities on the River Avon. PC; 

B&NES; EA 

3 
Support  the provision of a foot bridge across the River Avon in Public Car 
Park area. 

PC; 
B&NES; EA 

4 
Promote and invite interest to provide a viable permanent local ‘farmers 
market’. 

PC; 
B&NES;  

        Medium term 

5 
Reconfigure old A4 route through Garden High Street area incorporating 
pedestrian priority, and measures to limit vehicle speed and through traffic. 
 

PC; 
B&NES; 

HA. 

6 
Pursue policy to  remove all traffic signage and redundant street furniture and 
‘clutter’.  

PC; 
B&NES; 

HA. 

7 
Reconfigure pavement area outside shops, by incorporating level changes 
while maintaining and improving disabled access facilities and retaining 
existing historical feature.  

PC; B&NES 

8 
Attract new commercial and retail uses to reinforce and sustain a Village 
Centre function to serve Batheaston and adjacent Villages and rural 
communities. 

PC; 
B&NES;  

9 
Promote economic use of the car park land above the flood plain level. PC; 

B&NES;  

10 
Prepare a comprehensive feasibility study identifying development potential 
and opportunity of the Coalpit Road corridor. 

B&NES 

11 
Attract new investment and investigate Grant aid to enhance the architectural 
character of the building fabric and the Street scene. 

PC 

        Long term 

12 

As and when planning permission is sought for on land in the Coalpit Road 
corridor secure through planning agreements contributions, easements and 
access rights to implement Vision Plan recommendations. 
 

PC; 
B&NES;  

Key: PC = Parish Council; B&NES=Unitary Authority; HA = Highway Agency; EA = Environment Agency;  

 
 

 
Level changes accommodated by 
introducing design features paving 

patterns and street furniture to enhance 
public space. 
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Village Hall 
 
Batheaston has a small Village Hall, the Rhymes Pavilion. It is c. 110 sq. m. and is used for day to day parish 
functions and neighbourhood services. In addition the village has the benefit of the Church halls of St John 
the Baptist, The Good Shepherd, the Batheaston Methodist Church, the Youth club hall and the Scout Hall. 
Residents make use of all these halls and the fact that they vary in size and availability provides flexibility in 
use and cost. Such variety also ensures that some form of income stream is distributed across various 
organisations which help with maintenance and running costs of important buildings in the Village 
 
Batheaston does not have a multi purpose Village Hall that would comfortably accommodate functions 
requiring large assemblies of people or indoor sport activities. The initial investment required in land and 
construction for such a building can be substantial and the ongoing running and maintenance cost 
considerable. Prudent financial appraisal and analysis of undertaking such investment is essential, as is 
market research to confirm the latent demand for such building type, be it from Batheaston residents or the 
immediate catchment area. It would be rare to be able to justify such investment if at best it can be shown 
that such a facility would benefit at best, a few suitable functions a year. Many village activities usually 
require more intimate spaces and the availability of many venues in the village, means that many activities 
can take place in parallel.  Thus more organisations and in turn residents, can benefit.  
 
The Vision Plan Survey responses suggest a high degree of support for a multipurpose hall. Objectively, an 
investment of this type should benefit all of Batheaston residents and its location and design satisfy the 
following requirements; 
 

• Adequate off street parking immediately accessible nearby; 

• Relate well to other village facilities; 

• Avoid disturbance to its immediate area and neighbours; 

• No limiting planning conditions on its use or hours of operations; 

• Primarily available for Village activities; 

• Suited to hold external functions; 

• Suitable changing facilities; 

• Flexible and sub-divisible internal spaces; 

• Licensed bar; 

• Efficiency in use; 

• Being maintenance friendly.  
 
The Vision Plan responses were unequivocal in their support for a new Village Hall, even though no decisive 
outcome can be construed from the responses to the survey on its location; for whereas half of all 
respondents preferred one location the other half of the village considered it should be elsewhere. The 
divisive response to the location of a Village Hall, however, is probably not material, as often the location 
strategy is largely dependant on land availability, cost appraisal result and an appropriate planning 
permission being forthcoming.  The overwhelming response (82% of all respondents to  the survey) to 
promote the Garden High Street area as the ‘Village Centre’ is compelling evidence that future effort and 
investment by the Community, should be concentrated in realizing this goal.  
As and when any major financial investment, related to a new Village Hall becomes a serious consideration, 
first and foremost its location strategy should address; 
 

• How this will best serve all residents of Batheaston by ensuring it has good vehicular access and 
adequate off street parking directly or immediately nearby; 

• The need to offer desirable economic services that are accessible and convenient in use by external 
agencies and third parties; 

• Being in close proximity to other village service facilities in the interest of convenience, economic 
viability and sustainable principles; 

 
This ‘Vision Plan’ has identified the Coalpit Road corridor and the Garden High Street as ‘areas of 
opportunity’, here land in public ownership, can be made available for socially related development. These 
areas of opportunity can and would be ideally suited for the location of a new Village Hall. Current economic 
constraints may mitigate against such investment taking place at this time and it may be that the short term 
Vision should remain much the same as the current position of using existing facilities. 
  
Since the Plan Survey was carried out it has become known that substantial funding has been made 
available to provide a new Hall for the Primary School. Government directives strongly recommend that such 
facilities, whenever possible, should be made available for community use. The competing needs of 
Communities and Schools will not, however, be necessarily compatible. Nevertheless the availability of such 
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a facility in the village should relieve and cover any immediate shortfall in needs by local interest groups, until 
such time as conditions arise for Batheaston to have a dedicated Village Hall.   
 
A new school hall and its duplication for village use will increase traffic generation and local demand for 
additional parking. Given the current access arrangement to the school, the impact will concentrate directly 
onto School Lane and Northend and be a further aggravation to the residents in the immediate area and 
those living in Northend. Appendix 2 records concern by Northend residents on the unsatisfactory status of 
the current traffic and parking situation in School Lane and conditions that will make this worse are likely to 
be unacceptable to local residents. 
 

Village Hall 

No Recommendation Action 

        Short term  

1 
Identify the impact of a dedicated Village hall on road pattern usage, on street 
parking demand and local residents’ amenity. 

PC; B&NES; 
HA. 

2 
Identify the impact of a New School Hall on road pattern usage, on street 
parking demand and local residents amenity. 

PC; B&NES; 
HA. 

        Medium term 

3 
Promote a financial and building appraisal for the siting of a new Village Hall in 
proximity to the Village Centre or in the Coalpit Road Corridor areas of 
opportunity. 

PC 

4 
Prepare a building requirement brief for a new Village hall and evaluate 
suitable sites. 

PC 

5 
Investigate grant availability sources and eligibility to fund a dedicated Village 
Hall. 

PC; C;  

6 
Encourage fundraising within the Community to support the cost of a 
dedicated Village Hall. 

PC; C. 

Key: PC = Parish Council; B&NES=Unitary Authority; HA = Highway Agency; EA = Environment Agency; 
C=Community;  

  

Annual Village Event 

 

St John’s Church holds a church Fete every year but from time to time events are also held to celebrate 
special occasions.  Some 8 years ago there was a Fete, which included a “grand parade” through the Village 
ending with Fun & Games at St Johns Church Hall. Three years ago there was an equally successful Fete-
de-Music which was part of the weekend programme of events and celebrations when the village reaffirmed 
the twinning agreement with the French village of Oudon. The celebrations were enjoyed by a large 
proportion of the community and our French guests. Other annual events are organised by the Encore Group 
and various Music Evenings are held in our Churches from time to time. 
 
Respondents to the survey expressed a very strong desire (74%) that an annual Village event should take 
place.  The event could take many forms and there is considerable expertise in the village, in the Media, 
Music and Recreation sectors (to name some) backed up by organisers who have valuable experience in the 
management of such events and able to implement such an annual occasion, The event theme can be 
diverse from Music and Dance to Sport and Recreation including, perhaps a Boat Race. Attendance and 
coverage of such an event need not be restricted to Batheaston residents and could be planned, perhaps as  
a Joint Venture with adjacent communities  
 
Events which draw many people together have a significant commercial value and there is no reason why 
such an occasion should rely solely on Volunteer effort.  A properly planned and managed annual event 
could and should be self funding to ensure continuity in succeeding years albeit some financial priming 
would likely have to be found to initiate the process. 

 
Village event 

No Recommendations Action 

        Short term  

1 
Promote the formation of an annual event Steering Group to secure priming funds 
and establish a recurring major Village Annual Event 

PC;C. 

Key: PC = Parish Council; C=Community;  
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Supplementary Information 
 
Volunteers 
Were requested to either join existing Organisations or to help establish some new  activities. All contacts 
offering their support and help have been passed on to the relevant organisation of interest.  
 
Solsbury Hill and Bannerdown Commons 
The upkeep/maintenance of both Commons is mainly manual labour and volunteers are required between 
the end of August and the beginning of March to help clear scrub etc.  Also to pull ragwort and Himalayan 
balsam in the summer before they run to seed.  
Please contact; Michael Tabb through the Parish Council if you are able to help. 
 
In regard to Solsbury Hill a desire for Improvement in car parking capacity, better turning facility and 
improved general access has been strongly expressed by many respondents. Little can be done however as 
the approaching Lane is narrow and limited on both sides by private land. As and when statutory permissions 
are sought on these private properties the Parish Council should take the opportunity to secure 
improvements for public access. 
 
Footpaths 
The Parish has some 21kms of Footpaths which are well signposted and generally well maintained but need 
ongoing regular maintenance. The Parish Council is contracted to ensure that the paths are kept open and 
will welcome useful advice where problems exist. The Parish Council is also endeavouring to restore the ‘old’ 
footpath, which crosses Solsbury Hill from the BA 2/42 up to the track between Hilltops and Westerleigh 
Farm. The Parish Council recognises that new footpaths are desired to enhance the public enjoyment of our 
countryside. 
 
River Avon Footpath Status (Batheaston Garden to Toll Bridge) 

The 512m length of the northern river bank is prone to undercutting by the River’s current. Significant 
collapses occurred in 2006 which led B&NES Council to formally close the Footpath on Health & Safety 
grounds. 
An estimate for repairs, to the entire non-concreted length of the footpath, was calculated to be in the order 
of £350,000, the estimate did not include the widening of the Footpath in any significant way. As  a 
consequence B&NES proposed the creation of a new Footpath on the southside riverbank on land owned by 
B&NES.  The proposal included a simple lightweight Footbridge across the river in the area of the Garden 
High Street car park, which would be able to accommodate both pushchairs and cycles.The proposal is 
under active consideration by the Environment Agency and negotiations are continuing to develop a suitable 
structure so that cost can be ascertained. 
 

What Next 
 
The Vision for Batheaston illustrates the potential that exists in the village to evolve and address many of the 
aspirations expressed by us the residents of Batheaston. Often decision makers in Public Office, have to 
choose between competing interests, it is important therefore that we express and make known what we 
think, directly with our elected representatives or through community organisations and programmes such as 
this Vision Plan. 
 
The back page of this document can be detached and will serve as a comment sheet to express your opinion 
on the recommendations of the Vision Plan; whether you agree with them or not or feel others should be 
added. If you wish to make comments then please do so and send them to the address provided on the 
Comment sheet by early Autumn 2009. 
 
In the Autumn of 2009  the Batheaston Vision Plan will be made available for information and direct 
download in PDF format from the Parish web site. Hard paper copies and digital copies on CD will be made 
available at cost on request.  
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APPENDICES 
 
Appendix 1 – Consultation programme; 
March  2007  Public participation meeting introducing Vision Plan; 
May 2007   Form Steering Group from residents; 
June 2007   Preliminary survey with all local organisations.employers and active businesses;  
November 2007  Public participation preliminary survey progress report and invite to residents to identify  

issues for inclusion in the questionnaire and to express their concerns on specifics about which they feel 
strongly; 

May/July 2008   Survey conducted involving all residents and young persons of school age; 
October  2008  Delivery to all households, summary statement of Survey results and invitation to  

November public participation meeting; 
November 2008   Public participation meeting presentation of survey results and identify policy direction; 
May 2009    delivery to all household Draft Vision Plan and invite final comments; 
July 2009   Publish final Vision Plan in PDF format and made available on the Parish Web site  

  
Appendix 2  -  List of seat requests: 
Solsbury 15, Bannerdown Hill (HH) 11, Riverside 8, Elmhurst hill 8, , Northend 5, Catholic church 3, Eagle House/Hawkers 3,  London 
rd East 3, High st  3, School lane top 3, Playground 3, Bannerdown Common 2, Car park 2, St Catherines 2, Rhymes pav 1, Coalpit 
rd 1, Fosse Lane 1, Ranscombe La 1. 

Appendix 3 - Gerneral Comments 

1042 You will see from my answer to QA3 that there is not much that I can get involved; I am in fact over 90. I have lived in the village 
now for over 30 years, I have no complaints. I think it is a great place to live. 
1073 Parking on yellow lines on London Road is a major hazard - in particular to traffic emerging from side streets. Little is done about it 
and it will result in a nasty accident soon - action required promptly. I have discussed with the police 
frequently and have been told that this is the responsibility of the traffic wardens - have never seen one in Batheaston. 
1085 You have to give people the option of stating "don't know" - there are many questions I either cannot or do not want to answer. 
1088 Hope this vision plan is considerably more successful than the last one, given the number of character-changing building 
developments that have surprisingly been give planning permission in and around Batheaston in the last few 
years. There have been no improvements in the last ten years! 
2005 As a general observation it would be nice if access paths (i.e.:- from Sevenacres Lane running at the back of the cottages) 
remained as such and not used as a children’s Grand Prix circuit and dumping ground for their toys which means that people using it as 
intended have to walk on my garden to evade moving or static objects!!!! 
2039 People parking inconsiderately in School Lane sometimes blocks access to the houses. 
2083From: Canon E. Murphy, ********************************************. Dear Mr. Jackson, I am not able to answer your questionnaire as 
I do not know the village well enough and I am not involved in any village activity. I am a retired Parish Priest and come from Chipping 
Sodbury. Cannon, Brian Mcevoy of St. Mary's Julian Road, Bath is the parish priest of Batheaston also. All I do is to say mass at the 
Good Shepherd everyday and on Sundays at 10am. 
I try to be very tidy ***** and like to see ******* ****** ******* ******** ******* and I think those of you who are working very hard to improve 
the vision, appearance and welfare of Batheaston Village, God Bless You All and every success  to you. Canon E. Murphy. 
2084 I feel there is no heart to Batheaston - probably not helped by the layout of the village and the main through road. 
2120 At top of Sevenacres Lane public walkway style steps in very poor condition. 
2136This is generally not a very well worded questionnaire, for example B5, 6, 7 and 9 are classic examples of "be careful what you 
wish for." Just having more seats in the village is pointless if this leads to problems for access for wheelchairs and pushchairs along 
paths; if council tax increases to maintain this facility even if it is not used; and if it encourages crowds of kids that the elderly find 
threatening. However, if it promotes a community spirit, engages the elderly with the village and its youth, and promotes awareness of 
pedestrians then yes it is a good thing. Just asking "should there be more seats?" is a pointless question. Without knowing what the 
point of a Parish Council is, and not being religious also makes much of the questionnaire irrelevant. Having grown up with a priest for a 
father, I am still none the wiser what LEGAL authority a Parish Council have in anything. The local council and police/community 
support officers should play a greater role, NOT a group based around connections with the church. 
2150 Absolutely no to any security or surveillance policing, more police presence or the occasional use of hidden cameras - on a very 
limited basis, but the introduction of surveillance cameras would destroy any community feeling, assist in the control over individuals. 
Surveillance cameras have been misused by certain councils to police certain aspects which was just the original intention of the 
cameras. The UK already has more surveillance cameras than any other country in the world, with no significant reduction in crime. 
2153 Open the White Hart, it is part of the community. 
2155 Improvements in traffic speeding facilities around both Bannerdown and Northend. Increased, and safer facilities for cycle users in 
area, including around St. Catherines Valley and on route to canal and city of Bath. 
21571) Would like to see more police to stop vandalism in the village. Noise from youngsters in the car park by the medical centre late 
at night, especially in the summer. 2) There are far too many road signs and markings in the village. This causes confusion in motorists 
and is very unsightly. Allowing more parking on the street would slow traffic down. 3) Please keep up the good work to prevent a park 
and ride at Lambridge, and development at Bathampton 
meadows. 
3002 I feel there is traffic problems in Batheaston. It's not how fast the traffic goes if anything it's how slow it goes. I think calming 
measures like chicanes are just dangerous and don't help anyone. The problem is just the volume of traffic. The bus service is rubbish 
and expensive, when compared to Larkhall for example. Their buses are more frequent and cheaper. The Loxton Road is the only way 
of crossing the river like the toll bridge but not 50p a time. I think we should get rid of all the speed bumps etc. and spend the money on 
some new roads! 
3003 The hedges in St. Catherine’s village needs cutting more often. 
3073 Pub closure is a joke. A village such as Northend needs the pub to be the centre for all (open) 
4033 I cannot relate to unanswered questions. 
4049 Fosse Lane is in a dirty state and many trees need cutting back, especially at the bottom of the lane in front of the houses. 
4081 Questions are broad generalisations - some parent’s do a good job of raising their children...others would benefit from guidance. 
(Related to B29) 
5035 Housing I think more council housing should be built, even though with the newly built house in Elmhurst (Avon Court) were meant 
to be for residents or people with a local connection, only 2 families out of the 6 that are housed in 
there actually had a connection. And those of us who have lived in the village all our lives or who actually had legitimate connections got 
left behind! 
5050 To see a raised island in the centre of five ways roundabout, to prevent vehicles straight lining the junction. I would like to see the 
pavements by the shops widened for wheelchairs and prams etc. More parking in Catherine Way, 
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especially by the flats (Whitemore). Trade vehicles removed from parking in residential area i.e. gas vans! To have a little coffee shop 
wear the community can meet, love the Wednesday cafe!! Desperate need for lighting in Muddly Lane and School Lane! One place that 
is not nice to walk through, especially when it is on route to the local school, church hall and youth club. 
5092 In general, this questionnaire is biased and leading. We need more information (eg supplement info sheet) to answer some 
questions. 
5130 Riverside footpath needs opening but would be awful if all the greenery was to be replaced with concrete. 
7021 Pavements and traffic especially heavy lorries are a danger at bottom of Bannerdown Road. The heavy lorries accelerate past our 
house causing it to shake. Soon there will be a fatal accident if the lorries are not diverted. Also Batheaston meadows must be 
protected. 
7031 I would like to see the results of this research - even if it’s just graphs. Please email to: ************. For this purpose only, thanks! 
7058 Re Pavements - bottom of Bannerdown at Fiveways. 
7099I recommend the removal of the existing toilets and adjoining listed wall to open up the car park and meadows to avoid vandalism 
and provide a better environment. Remove all existing traffic calming measures which are dangerous and do not calm traffic. Research - 
especially in London has found that removal of all calming and street signage has reduced speed of traffic. Recommended use of 
cobbles through main road of village to reduce speed. A 
comprehensive plan should be prepared from doctors surgery to existing church hall including all land and existing school to provide a 
new village hall, car parking, football pitch taking account of the sewage pumping station and 7133 I do not agree with the Post Office in 
the fish and chip shop, the smell is awful and makes me feel bad. We need the Post Office but not there. 
7135 It is difficult to answer the questions fairly as we live on the edge of the area and do not really feel that we have any right to 
comment on many of the 'village' concerns. We see ourselves lucky to have lived in a quiet lane, with lovely views of the countryside, for 
nearly fifty years. 
7135 Congratulations on producing this questionnaire. 
1087x This is a confusing questionnaire; with lots of repetition (eg see questions J25 and J26 which could easily have been combined) 
Many of the questions can only be answered with the words, "it depends..." 
1096xToo many questions have no cost to the individual attached and therefore invite expensive luxuries. No questions have any 
counter-indicators showing disbenefits. Too many questions are ambiguous or vague. Too many are 
"leading" questions. Many are open to any interpretation at all, at the whim of the "analysts" and possibly to the opposite of what the 
respondent wanted. So more weight should be put on answers pointing away from the "leading" question than to those supporting 
opposition. 
2029x My answers in Section J are based on normal circumstances and in some cases would be quite different if traffic noise coming 
from the A32 were to be indefinite, i.e. normal circumstances and arrangements are most inadequate to cope with such disruption. 
2052x I have only lived in the village for the last 5 months, so I can not comment on a few topics as I have not come into contact with 
some of them. I have filled in with the best of my knowledge to date. 
2074x The area around the community centre should have restricted parking so as to encourage people to walk to the school and the 
community centre. 
2115x  This questionnaire has been completed to the best of its respondent's current information, knowledge and experience, and within 
the limitations of old age (89). Some inconsistencies will be apparent, probably caused by the many 
trees tending to obscure the wood. Some questions are left without response. In general, people need to be learning how to adapt, how 
to take more care, not to be too fussy about their own personal interests and to use what is already there. 
2144x I hope that the Parish Council will not **** ****** ***** ****. The existing church hall is totally sited in the wrong place. Parking for 
cars/coaches will always be a problem. The roads around the hall are totally inadequate for traffic as the hall is at the moment. Lighting 
and noise are other comments. Pleased other sites are more approved. 
2172x A footbridge over River Avon to link Batheaston and Towpath - roads are too dangerous especially cycling over the toll bridge. 
3005x I would support lots of proposals but not at all cost i.e. Bike lane along riverside. 
3032x The answers to some of the question should be viewed that I am disabled and use a large wheelchair. My answer would be 
different if I was fully able. 
3045x (Many questions) It is very difficult to answer many of your questions - what might be appropriate for the centre of Batheaston 
might not be appropriate for Northend. House building on the eastern border should be fine, in St 
Catherine's valley it is much more sensitive. 
3063x TRAFFIC - Seven Acres Lane is a really bad spot for traffic some form of traffic calming needs to be put in place. The speed at 
which some people drive is out of order. 
3084x The Parish Council should provide computer courses for the singles and elderly living in the village. 
3087xThe village is v. Friendly. The village hall should be improved - the theatre productions etc are excellent. The area near the shops 
is a hive of activity for teenage children who can appear quite menacing. The children should be catered for to ensure they are not 
"bored and liable to pose a threat" - difficult I know. But is a bad reflection on the rest of the village. The newsagent service is excellent 
but the road is sadly very busy and very dangerous - I still persist in visiting though. Would not like to see more housing built on that 
would mean more traffic and the road, are TOO busy in Northend already. It would be good to see a retail experience more like 
Widcombe, but I really am not a great participant within the village enough to know what goes on. At the moment I enjoy living here and 
cannot comment adequately enough with lack of local knowledge. 
3096x A new village hall and developed shopping area would create a centre to the village. 
3099x I have only given my general opinion. I am almost 89 yrs and unable to ****** any activities with leg difficulty, I thank you. 
3100x If it looks as though I am not interested in the neighbourhood or the questions, it is because I am unable to walk very far, so use 
my car from my driveway to destination. This obviously keeps me separate from the village. 
3134x1) The traffic speed on Penthouse Hill is in dire need of control. Cars peel off of the A4 and accelerate up the hill often cresting the 
blind brow/junction/crossing point at 30/35mph. We need speed humps on the hill itself and one on the other side (Dolphin House). 2) 
Footpaths should be better maintained and more opened to cyclists. 3) No Park and Ride schemes in/near village - just moves problems 
onto our "patch". 4) Batheaston should have a pavement PC on duty. This would instil a sense of safety, respect (for each other/the 
law/property) better identify the causes/perpetrators of crime and speed up information transfer. 5) Proper "Stop" sign at the junction of 
the lane up to Little Solsbury and the main lane to the A46. 6) No HGV's on Penthouse Hill and Northend Village (huge collection of 
dents to the vehicles of village residents). 7) The Oak Tree could do with trimming to let some more light on to the junction (top of 
Penthouse Hill). Also to check the safety of the branches. 
4072x ****************************************************************************************************************************** 
4129x These answers are by an 80+ person. I love this village's atmosphere and am happy with its facilities, but...obviously if it is not to 
die more up to date facilities do need to be introduced, for younger people. 
5002x There is a serious need for safer cycling routes through Batheaston; an educational campaign helping car owners (especially 
those with large vehicles) understand the need to drive safely around cyclists would be most welcome. The general store is of adequate 
size but could stock more fruit and veg. 
5014x Would like hedges planted between houses 56 years ago who are unable to cut down themselves cut down or back etc. Also 
trees planted here by council cut back. 
5015x The lower pathway from Catherine Way to the children’s park needs attention and widening. 
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5022x Catherine Way has far too many cars and vans parking at night. They park both sides of the gate used for emergency services so 
they could not possibly get through if they needed to. They park both sides of the cul de sac leading 
to the gate even on the paths. They also park on double yellow lines across the bus stop and on the paths going around the corner up to 
the top of Catherine Way so the buses mount the pavement damaging the paths, also they mount the pavements at the beginning of 
Catherine Way on the corner above Muddy Lane so if you are walking along upperside you risk being hit by a bus mounting the 
pavement trying to avoid the cars opposite. 
5026xParking in Catherine Way needs to be increased. Jobless drinking ***** need to be gone from hanging around during the day and 
late at night by the phone box. The grass cutting is disgraceful and needs to be improved areas are always missed and makes our 
estate look scruffy and unappealing. Dog mess on Catherine Way is disgusting and we never see the dog warden or only get answering 
machine when you ring. There are no dog poo bins. A street light is needed by Scout Hut lots of people/children use this lane frequently. 
5040x Please pass by-law banning all bonfires in village. 
5076x The parking is a real big problem. Some households have more than 3 cars. Assigned parking would be suitable. 
5087x I would like more seats around Elmhurst, Catherine Way and Northend. I feel uncomfortable to walk the bottom of Catherine Way 
in the evenings and Elmhurst. Surveillance cameras would be ideal in the High Street, Elmhurst and Catherine Way. Pet Shop, Shoe 
Shop, Butcher Shop, Hardware, Flower Shop. Parking on pavements at Catherine Way Hill, and motorbikes being ridden on paths along 
Catherine Way are dangerous too. Children are riding their bikes down the slipway from Catherine Way to the bottom of Elmhurst by the 
park. 
5107x As a resident of Catherine Way - I feel that the addition of new houses has increased traffic parking within the area. Since 
garages were removed and this has lead to increased traffic parking on the roads. 
6015x The traffic going up and down Bannerdown Rd is excessive (esp. HGV's) and we have no foot path outside no.'s 1-6 
Bannerdown Rd. Leaving the house and walking up the road to the only parking is VERY dangerous. We need: 1) HGV's to be banned. 
2) Footpath outside 1-6 Bannerdown Rd. 3) Chicanes to slow traffic on Bannerdown Rd. 
6018x Traffic: 1) The 5ways roundabout needs traffic calming especially straight in and to Bannerdown Rd as drivers speed over or 
even go to right of roundabout. 2) Way too many massive lorries going up Bannerdown Rd - some *** ********* to get around! 
6055x I did not know that there is a youth club. I would like to get teenagers off the streets and into some clubs where they can exert 
some energy themselves and perhaps learn a new skill or craft. They seem to spend all their time hanging about round the car park and 
public toilets in the High Street. Perhaps better Batheaston St the events in village and all the activities etc I had no idea there were so 
many. 
6124x I have not answered some of the questions because I have to depend on the Neighbourhood Group for movement. 
6125xResources (money) needed to arrange needed improvements will be vital. This means more power for local government (Parish 
and BANES) to raise money locally. Local authorities should not be 'capped' by government. Central taxation should be reduced to 
enable more local initiatives and requirements to be financed. Local control means we 'own' our expenditure and improvements. NB 
Best example - Park and Ride. Will there ever be one on this east side of Bath? 
6152x It is to be hoped that villages and as Batheaston can still be part of "England's green and pleasant land". By great heavy vehicles 
using already constructed main roads which can accommodate them, making it easier and safer for the drivers and reducing accidents. 
6169xHigh Bannerdown junction with Bannerdown Road presents a severe hazard due to excessively speeding vehicles. This presents 
danger for vehicles moving from High Bannerdown either up or down Bannerdown Road. Also for elderly pedestrians crossing 
Bannerdown Road to bus stop. Vehicles are regularly travelling up and down Bannerdown Road at speeds exceeding 50mph this could 
be tackled either by traffic calming measures or regular police speed checks. 
6171x Please focus less on this ***** 20mph limit and ridiculous road designs/traffic calming measures eg. Confusing road signage near 
garage and more on "tidy the village up". Appearances are everything and people want convenience. 20mph is not convenient. 
6173x I have not lived here for long and am still in the chaos of my move so there were few questions that I could answer. 
6182x New to Batheaston so still finding our feet with local services etc. Very friendly village though. Regarding shops, a better village 
store/local supermarket and/or farm shop would be great. 
6187x The creation of the roundabout on Bannerdown Road is using a sledge hammer to crack a mint. The new lighting will be obscene 
and intrusive to people near it. The road should be restricted to light vehicles of less than 7.5 tons -this would solve the problem. 
6200xThis questionnaire is far too broad and non specific. My 18 year old didn't feel it was at all relevant and far too boring to fill in as a 
middle aged person with grown up children. I'm more interested in preserving the countryside and surrounding area of natural beauty. 
Discouraging more housing and building generally. I feel the community would be closer if we still had more village shops eg baker, 
greengrocer etc. Larkhall has and much friendlier feel to it, people chat and swap info in the shops. Batheaston village around the pub, 
Jones and the car park is almost threatening and a very unpleasant place to be particularly after dark or evenings. 
7010x Not actively involved in village life but support local GP, chemist and Post Office. Would like better restaurants’/pubs in area. 
Concerned about traffic on Bannerdown Road and lack of pavements. Speed by High Bannerdown ridiculous - used as a rat run. Road 
development in Bannerdown Road looks ***. Give way scheme in High Street by antique shop ridiculous and causes mistakes. Mini 
roundabout at Fiveways doesn't work and potentially very 
dangerous. Cannot lift share as child with disability but this should be encouraged. Illegal parking by Toll Bridge junction and London 
Road potentially lethal. Would like more community spirit in the village - also more flowers etc. Local fitness classes, more for young, 
annual events. Some good shops like Bradford upon Avon would be great and a good cafe/coffee house etc. Questionnaire admirable 
but not enough time to complete/ too many yes/no 
answers, need a likert scale. Some not relevant - or no knowledge i.e. what role of BANES is by ****** with parish council. 
7037x Could we ever get planning permission to drastically reduce the height of the stone wall behind the bus shelter/Batheaston 
Garden so that we could see the river and make Batheaston more beautiful? 
7126x If at all possible could road calming humps NOT be installed in the village, any more and those already there be removed. They 
cause more noise, pollution and damage to vehicles especially tyres, there is a campaign to have these 'monsters' removed. 
7137x Very dark areas, due to lack of any street lighting in Bathford side of Morris Lane. Type of existing lights are not very bright. 
7139x Morris Lane is a rat run, some form of speed control should be installed. 
7142x Batheaston is a village without a geographical centre. Every effort should be made to develop activities along the line from 
Fiveways to Doctors surgery to Football pitch to children’s’ playground to church hall to youth club to church. 
7142x It is important to maintain the separate village atmosphere of the village. 
7158x The street lighting is very poor in Warleigh Drive, no light outside the front of my house at all. (No. 13) 
7163x Having had an accident, I cannot give any help but would like to say that I am interested in the state of local pavements. (i.e. in 
Warleigh Drive for personal reasons) These pavements could do with a certain amount of improvement for which I would be grateful. 
Thank you, MJM. 
7180x West View Road has great problems, especially evenings with on pavement parking, also with people parking opposite gates and 
a few of us cannot get our cars out. Any chance of a white line in these places. 
MISC Muddy Lane to be more lit up at night for children walking up from youth club. Local signs for Elmhurst Est and Catherine Way to 
be renewed 
At top of Sevenacres Lane public walkway style steps in very poor condition. 
Fosse Lane is in a dirty state and many trees need cutting back, especially at the bottom of the lane in front of the houses. 
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To see a raised island in the centre of five ways roundabout, to prevent vehicles straight lining the junction. I would like to see the 
pavements by the shops widened for wheelchairs and prams etc. More parking in Catherine Way, especially by the flats (Whitemore). 
Trade vehicles removed from parking in residential area i.e. gas vans! To have a little coffee shop wear the community can meet, love 
the Wednesday cafe!! Desperate need for lighting in Muddly Lane and School Lane! One place that is not nice to walk through, 
especially when it is on route to the local school, church hall and youth club. 
Pavements and traffic especially heavy lorries are a danger at bottom of Bannerdown Road. The heavy lorries accelerate past our 
house causing it to shake. Soon there will be a fatal accident if the lorries are not diverted. Also Batheaston meadows must be 
protected. I recommend the removal of the existing toilets and adjoining listed wall to open up the car park and meadows to avoid 
vandalism and provide a better environment. Remove all existing traffic calming measures which are dangerous and do not calm traffic. 
Research - especially in London has found that removal of all calming and street signage has reduced speed of traffic. Recommended 
use of cobbles through main road of village to reduce speed. A comprehensive plan should be prepared from doctors surgery to existing 
church hall including all land and existing school to provide a new village hall, car parking, football pitch taking account of the sewage 
pumping station and The area around the community centre should have restricted parking so as to encourage people to walk to the 
school and the community centre. I hope that the Parish Council will not **** ****** ***** ****. The existing church hall is totally sited in 
the wrong place. Parking for cars/coaches will always be a problem. The roads around the hall are totally inadequate for traffic as the 
hall is at the moment. Lighting and noise are other comments. Pleased other sites are more approved. A footbridge over River Avon to 
link Batheaston and Towpath - roads are too dangerous especially cycling over the toll bridge. TRAFFIC - Seven Acres Lane is a really 
bad spot for traffic some form of traffic calming needs to be put in place. The speed at which some people drive is out of order. 
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Comment  Sheet 
 

You are invited to comment on the recommendations of the vision plan on this sheet or by separate letter 
and send them to  M. Townley Esq.,“Bailrigg”,9 Eagle Park,Batheaston    BA1 7HS’  bailrigg@talktalk.net. 

 
Your Name and address XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX. 
 
Comments; 
 
 
 
 
 
 


