Bath City Forum- Code of Conduct 

Adopted at the meeting of the Bath City Forum
held on Tuesday, 26th April, 2016


General
All members of the Bath City Forum must comply with the “Seven Principles of Public Life” (also known as the Nolan Principles). The principles require the highest standards of conduct. The Seven Principles of Public Life are:

Selflessness - Holders of public office should act solely in terms of the public interest. They should not do so in order to gain financial or other benefits for themselves, their family or their friends.
Integrity - Holders of public office should not place themselves under any financial or other obligation to outside individuals or organisations that might seek to influence them in the performance of their official duties.
Objectivity - In carrying out public business, including making public appointments, awarding
contracts, or recommending individuals for rewards and benefits, holders of public office should make choices on merit.
Accountability - Holders of public office are accountable for their decisions and actions to the public and must submit themselves to whatever scrutiny is appropriate to their office.
Openness - Holders of public office should be as open as possible about all the decisions and actions that they take. They should give reasons for their decisions and restrict information only when the wider public interest clearly demands it.
Honesty - Holders of public office have a duty to declare any private interests relating to their public duties and to take steps to resolve any conflicts arising in a way that protects the public interest.
Leadership - Holders of public office should promote and support these principles by leadership and example.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Every member of the Bath City Forum will be accorded the same degree of respect and consideration by all other members.   

All members are expected to follow The Code of Conduct for Members and Co-Opted Members together with The Rules for Registration of Interests and Conflicts of Interest 

Declarations of Interest
Elected members on the Bath City Forum are required to declare interests as described in Part 2 of the above, “Registration, Disclosure and Duties on Interests Held by Members and Co-Opted Members”. These are provided as a public register. Similarly, co-opted members are required to declare interests as set out above and a form similar to that used by elected members is provided for this purpose and is attached. These declarations will also be made available publicly.


Meetings
Whilst taking part in The Bath City Forum meetings, all members should remember to:
1. Maintain a professional manner and treat other members of the panel with respect.
1. Seek positive solutions to gain the best outcomes for the communities of Bath.
1. Allow each other the opportunity to speak without interruption 
1. Be aware that the purpose of the meeting is to benefit The City of Bath and its stakeholders
1. Declare any interest or personal involvement if relevant to the matter under discussion

Press and Publicity
Only the Chair, Vice Chair and any other member authorised by them may speak on behalf of the Forum as a whole, and then must reflect the views and decisions of the Forum

Dealing with Complaints
Complaints under this Code of Conduct about Forum members shall be made to the Monitoring Officer and considered through the complaints process.

