
From: Keith Weller   
Sent: 24 March 2021 19:15 
To: Richards, Clive <clive.richards@planninginspectorate.gov.uk> 
Subject: ROW/3246113 & ROW/3246115 - Paths at Bath Racecourse 
 
Dear Mr Richards, 
 
I note that the Orders to create and extinguish definitive lines of footpaths at Bath Racecourse have 
come up for further Inquiry. 
 
I initially made comments of support for these proposals at the Consultation stage. 
 
Since the proposals were agreed by the Council, I have walked several of the "proposed paths" 
again.   
 
I have noticed the following points:- 
 
Proposed BA5/65.  When walking from the West (from Prospect Stile direction) towards Lansdown 
Lane / BA5/57 / Park and Ride, (and in reverse) it is much easier to follow proposed BA5/65 than the 
previous definitive paths.  Since the proposal was first put forward, at the consultation stage, the 
proposed BA5/65 has been improved.  Whereas there was previously a race course rail across the 
proposed BA5/65, that rail has been removed.  The vegetation beside proposed BA5/65 has been cut 
back, making the path wider than the (unofficial) path along here previously.  Many people have 
walked this way as a "route of preference" for several years, although a lot of people also walk 
randomly across the racecourse area.  Previous narrow points have been widened, meaning that 
mud is less likely to develop and it is to be hoped that official designation of this path will lead to a 
greater opportunity to maintain this route effectively. 
 
Proposed BA5/61 (as described in Part 1 of the Order but marked as BA5/65 on the map).  I walked 
in both directions between the Park and Ride / BA5/57 and BA5/18 - BA5/15 on the other side of 
Lansdown Road.   
 
When walking from the Park & Ride on BA5/57 I have then crossed Lansdown Lane at point F 
(although point S will be safer when a proper opening can be made there).  From there to point G 
the old path BA5/35 involves ducking under two racecourse rails so it is more convenient to use 
proposed path BA5/61.  This was not previously possible, in the initial consultation period, as the 
racecourse starting area rails were hard up against the wall beside Lansdown Lane (near point T, 
towards point U).  Since this proposal, the racecourse starting area rails have been moved away from 
the wall to give a clear, unobstructed walking route around here.  This is much safer than walking up 
Lansdown Lane to Lansdown Road before crossing to BA5/15.  The proposed path BA5/61 is 
separated from the traffic by a stone wall whereas the alternative is to walk along the road 
(Lansdown Lane), without an effective verge.  It would be more convenient to have an opening in 
the wall at point W, opposite BA5/15-BA5/18 to then cross Lansdown Road at that point. 
 
When walking in reverse, from BA5/18 towards the Park & Ride, I crossed Lansdown Road with the 
intention of accessing BA5/57 to walk to the Park & Ride.  In this case, at the end of a walk, the 
additional distance of walking to point G was not appealing.  So, I walked along Lansdown Lane to 
access BA5/57.  This is not a particularly safe option as Lansdown Lane is not overly wide and it is 
used by quite a bit of traffic.  It would have been safer if there had been an opening at point W, 
opposite BA5/15-BA5/18, and then I would have used proposed BA5/66 and BA5/61 to point S. 
 



Proposed Extinguishments.  I have rarely (possibly once or twice in about 20 years) encountered 
anyone actually trying to use the Definitive Line of BA5/45 (N to C) or BA5/46 (D to E).  These 
Definitive Lines now involve ducking under several racecourse rails.  Whilst people walking do duck 
under the rails in places, they do so at random points and then generally walk randomly across the 
racecourse area.  My understanding from Racecourse Management (although this may not be a 
formal position) is that there is not any intention to erect further barriers to prevent people from 
enjoying most of the open space in the vicinity of the racecourse, unofficially.  In that case, and with 
the provision of the more rationalised path lines in the Creation Order (including proposed (BA5/64), 
I do not see any need to keep the previous Definitive Path lines between those points. 
 
In summary, I believe that the rationalisation of the Definitive Lines of these paths will make it easier 
for those people who wish to follow the Definitive Lines to do so, including on days surrounding race 
days.  And for those people who wish to walk across the wider area, without reference to the 
Definitive Paths, I do not believe it will detract from their ability to do so, except on limited periods 
surrounding race days (when the new definitive paths will still remain open). 
 
I hope that you can consider my opinions when making your decision. 
 
Thankyou for your attention. 
 
Your faithfully, 
 
K.P. Weller 
 
 


