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B&NES Insurance Support and Limitations 
for Friends of Parks groups 

Introduction
Bath and North East Somerset Council is keen to support Friends Groups as much as possible within the resource it has and as such gives a degree of insurance cover for basic activities in B&NES parks to support volunteer work to improve the park.
Some groups choose to take out independent insurance to enable them to do further activities such as hold a larger event (summer fete) or undertake slightly higher risk gardening activities such as working from a ladder to install a bird box. 
What is possible under both of these approaches is outlined below.

B&NES Insured Friends Groups

If your group is relying on the B&NES insurance cover then please refer to the lists below to check what you will be covered for and if there is any doubt then please contact the Parks Team.

Activities Covered (not an exhaustive list)
The list of activities below are covered by B&NES insurance once they have been agreed in advance with an appropriate Parks Officer and a suitable risk assessment, and approach, have also been agreed upon.
· General gardening activities with hand tools
· Litter picking with appropriate equipment

· Cleaning signs, benches, etc, with low risk cleaning products

· Small scale activities as outlined in the “B&NES Parks Friends Groups Events and Activities Guidance” (e.g. walks & talks, species surveys, Friends meetings / recruitment, etc)

Activities Not Covered (not an exhaustive list)

The limitations of the insurance offered are set by the insurance underwriters the Council uses.

The list of activities below will not be covered by the Council’s insurance:
· Activities involving motorised tools such as motorised strimming, mowing, sawing etc.

· Working alongside the Highway

· Working in water such as pond or stream clearance

· Working at height (e.g. anything off of the ground)
· Using structures such as event tents and marquees


Independently Insured Friends Groups
If a group is independently insured then they may be able to undertake slightly higher risk activities, if their insurer allows. 

In these circumstances B&NES Parks Team will still need to agree for the activity to take place and will require the following three items in order to make this agreement:

1. A copy of the current Public Liability Insurance for the group (for a minimum of £5million)
2. A risk assessment of the activity

3. An adequate description of how this activity will be approached and what measures will limit the risk to members of the public, as well as to members of the Friends group doing it. 
This description may be within the risk assessment depending on the level of detail needed. 

Independent insurance tends to cost in the range of £70-150 per annum depending on the cover. Some groups make use of the insurance through the Royal Horticultural Society (RHS) or the The Conservation Volunteers (TCV) as they have a discounted rate for members:
RHS Affliation: https://www.rhs.org.uk/get-involved/affiliated-societies/register
RHS Insurance: https://www.rhs.org.uk/get-involved/affiliated-societies/resources/insurance
TCV Membership (FREE in 2019): https://www.tcv.org.uk/community/join-community-network
TCV Insurance: https://www.tcv.org.uk/community/join-community-network/community-group-insurance
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