SCHOOLS FORUM

15th January 2019
Centrally Held Budgets within the DSG
	Lead Officer
	Richard Morgan

	Contact details
	01225 395220 e-mail Richard_morgan@bathnes.gov.uk


	Forum asked to decide / steer / be informed
	To approve the centrally held budgets

	Time Needed
	10 Minutes


Introduction

As part of the new regulations being introduced to prepare for the new funding regime under a National Funding Formula the DFE are requiring any budget held centrally by the LA (under certain categories) to be approved by the forum on an annual basis. 
Recommendation


The forum is asked to approve the centrally held items and the amounts held

T
Report
The DfE set out in guidance to the LA a set of budget areas that require the approval of the forum. The guidance explains that there are 2 categories of centrally held budgets and the forum is asked to approve both the holding of the budget and the amount held in each case.

The budgets held are as follows

School admissions: £261,480 for 2019-20  £256,190 in 2018-19
include expenditure incurred in connection with the LA’s functions under section 85A of the 1998 Act (as inserted by s46 2002 Act). This includes the administration of the system of admissions of pupils to schools including expenditure incurred: 

· carrying out consultations under section 88C (2) of the 1998 Act, establishing, maintaining and consulting with representative bodies for the purposes of admissions; and 

· in relation to appeals. 
The increase in budget reflects the Local Govt pay award for the staff employed in this service. 
Servicing of schools forums: £4,589 no change from 2018-19
 Include expenditure incurred in connection with the LA’s functions of running the forum as defined under section 47A of the 1998 Act (addition under Section 43 of Education Act 2002) (establishment and maintenance of, and consultation with, schools forums). 

Prudential borrowing costs:   £0 in 2019-20   £180,076 in 2018-19
Enter here expenditure incurred in repayment of loans under (paragraph 4(a) of Schedule 2 to the School and Early Years Finance (England) Regulations 2015). 

For 2019-20 the cost of borrowing entered into in 2008-9 comes to an end therefore reducing the budget required to £0. The net change in the overall budget of the central services block will be added to the schools growth fund and used to support new and growing schools in line with our policy.
Contribution to combined budgets: £63,549 no change from 2018-19
Expenditure under this heading should only reflect the contribution to a combined service approved by the schools forum (paragraph 4 (c) of Schedule 2 to the School and Early Years Finance (England) Regulations 2015).
For B&NES the budget is held for the work of the Virtual School for Looked after Children £63,549
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