SCHOOLS FORUM

19th January 2016 
Early Years Entitlement (EYE) funding for 2 year olds
	Lead Officer
	Philip Frankland

	Contact details
	philip_frankland@bathnes.gov.uk 01225394330

	Forum asked to decide / steer / be informed
	To decide

	Time Needed
	10 minutes


Introduction
Further to the Forum meeting and paper on 8th December 2015 this is an update on the funding available for the hourly rate paid for eligible 2 year old children accessing an early learning place and a request to increase it within existing budget allocations.     

Recommendation
That the funding rate is increased from £5.00 to £5.07 an hour from April 2016 by reallocating an existing top slice of the DSG budget to the funding rate for 2 year old children.  

Report
In setting the budget for 2013/14 expenditure on 2 year old places the Forum agreed with the steering group guiding the roll out of the entitlement in Bath and North East Somerset that a top slice of 7p an hour would be taken from the hourly budget. This was to create a separate budget worth £10,000 to be allocated to providers to help them with additional expenditure linked to case conference work, team around the child meetings, home visits and so on. Providers submitted a claim for funding which was processed by the team and then payment made back to the providers, typically £40 a child.

By adding this budget back to the hourly funding rate providers will not lose out as a full time child attending for the maximum 570 hours will attract an additional £39.90 in funding. In addition there will be less paperwork for the providers in claiming the funding and the Council in processing separate payments as there will be one payment only, should this be agreed. This reduction in workload would be welcome on both sides.

This increase is cost neutral for the DSG budget covering this part of the early year’s entitlement expenditure. It acts as a step up to the DfE’s proposed national funding formula rate for 2017/18 which they have announced will be set at an average hourly rate of £5.39.
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