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Consultation Summary
1.1

Between 27th September and 9th November 2018, an informal public consultation was
held about a proposed vehicle access restriction to Kingsmead Square.

1.2

A Council webpage was set up (see Appendix 1), with details of the consultation and
information about how to respond.

1.3

The consultation was also advertised by the B&NES Council and StreetSpace Bath
twitter accounts.

1.4

A press release was issued which was featured in the Bath Echo and Bath Newseam
(Appendix 2).

1.5

A member of the B&NES team was interviewd about the project for BBC Radio
Bristol (28th September 2018).

1.6

The B&NES Environment & Design and Economic Growth Team also staffed a stall
at the Forest of Imagination event on the weekend of 28 and 29th September, and
spoke to members of the public about the proposal. Display boards featuring the
proposals were on display and the drop-in session was advertised in advance.
Details of the comments made are included in the main report.

Consultation Responses

Photos from Kingsmead Square on-street consultation
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Kingsmead Square on-street consultation
Summary
On Saturday 29th September 2018, the B&NES team staffed an on-street consultation
between 9.30am and 1.30pm. They engaged with approx. 140 people, the majority of whom
said they were local residents.
In summary, the majority of people that we discussed the project with felt it was a good idea,
with many people commenting that Kingsmead Square was one of their favourite spaces in
the city.
Others mentioned that in their view a pedestrianisation programme should go further and
include additional streets e.g. Westgate St, Saw Close etc.
One Kingsmead Square resident expressed concern about increased loading pressure on
Monmouth Street. Four others mentioned that they had safety concerns about crossing
Monmouth Street, as vehicles including buses do not slow down through this shared space.
On Sunday 30th September 2018, the B&NES team staffed a further on-street consultation
between 10am and 12.30pm. They engaged with approx. 60 people, the majority of whom
said they were local residents.
In summary, the majority of comments were positive, with many people suggesting ‘just do
it’.
One tour guide based in Bath said that the removal of coach park toilets and moving
coaches to Odd Down will mean people will stop visiting Bath.
Again a further four people said that Monmouth Shared space crossing is dangerous and
urgently needs addressing. Five people mentioned the need for secure cycle parking and one
suggested an electric bike charging point for Kingsmead Square.
Two people expressed concern for the loss of parking, particularly blue badge parking on
areas with double yellow lines.
Written comments
Members of the public were encouraged to write their comments on post-its and put them
on the consultation tree. 77 comments were made, these were typed up and the full
comments are recorded below:
1
2
3

A great idea!
Great idea to pedestrianise
Less parking more public spaces
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4
5
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39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47

More greenery
A good idea
What can we use for this space?
Car-free please please please
I think it’s a very good idea go for it
Good idea make room for more calm space
Good idea
No cars
Great idea would definitely improve the atmosphere of the area
I like the idea because it gives a less polluted environment which people can benefit
from
Too much of Bath is clogged with vehicles Great idea
We should make it car-free it would be a lot safer
It would be nice to have this street traffic free. Helps Environment
Car-free 100%
Food stalls
Brilliant idea
Make it car-free
A great-idea to be pedestrianised
Amazing idea
It’s been over 8 years get rid of cars
We should make it car free less fuel
Good idea! Consideration for disabled access
Secure bicycle racks parking would be good
A great idea but please ensure cyclists slow down
Cinema in the square food markets
Excellent idea
We believe the square should be closed off so more people can use it for eating and
socialising
Great event space
Awesome!
Inflatables
Car-free please
Awesome idea would be great to have the space
Please keep the community feel of the square
I like the idea
An amazing and long needed development
Yes. Council should be doing more for small businesses and this would be a lovely
open space
Car free space for children
Picking up rubbish
Kingsmead is a haven of free public space
What a brilliant idea the sooner the better
Good idea
Give people space
Yes please make this a no car people friendly zone
Good idea
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48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
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61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77

No traffic in street after a certain time safer more tranquil
Please remember access for disabled people we don’t want to lose any more blue
badge spaces
Make Kingsmead for the walkers not cars
More space for the people
Great idea
Make it a smoking free space for child safety
Good idea all of downtown should be car-free
Close to traffic but retain evidence of road
Love the proposal
Sounds good to me
Love the idea, looking forward to next event!
Fantastic idea – can’t wait please make this happen! It will transform the space and
provide a much needed gathering point (not fulfilled by Southgate)
Absolutely
I like
Car free yes please
No traffic to make it safe
Give people space
This would be a great idea
Lovely idea more street art needed in bath
Great idea
Good idea amazing tell families
Car-free yes please
Place you can sit
Yes great idea
Great idea
Let’s make Bath green
Reducing vehicles would improve the square for the vast majority of people
Excellent idea daytime only
Brilliant idea
More dedicated cycle paths too scary to cycle on the roads

5
Kingsmead Square – StreetSpace Informal Consultation Responses (Nov 2018)

Comment Summary
A summary of the comments made according to the frequency of words used is included
below.

Created using www.wordclouds.com
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Consultation Email responses
15 responses were received by email. These are replicated in full below; however, individual
contact details have been removed. Eight responses showed support for the proposal. Four
highlighted specific concerns, many of which could be clarified as not an issue (e.g. it was
confirmed that parking access to private car parks would be unaffected, or are regulated by
the Council e.g. licencing) and a further three respondents objected to the proposals.

Support
#

Respondent

Response

Notes

1

Zoe Hughes
Gough

I’d like to register my support for the proposal to make
Kingsmead Square pedestrianised for certain hours.

Support Noted.

In fact, I think that this would be a great idea for the centre
of Bath as a whole.
2

Tamsin Egan

What a great idea 💡

Support Noted.

3

Roger
Symonds
Richard
Young

Long overdue traffic restrictions. Support.

Support Noted.

I wanted to write in full support of restricting vehicle access
to Kingsmead Square to make it a way more useable and
enjoyable space for people. This should be happening in
lots of locations across Bath City Centre (such as Saw Close),
as it has happened in many historic cities across Europe,
making their centres better places to dwell, to eat, to drink,
to be entertained and to meet.

Support Noted.

4

I sincerely hope this project happens.
5

FoBRA

I am responding on behalf of the Federation of Bath
Residents’ Association (FOBRA) to the informal consultation
on the proposals to introduce traffic restraint in Kingsmead
Square.

Support Noted.

FOBRA warmly welcomes these proposals. We also look
forward to the extension of traffic restraint in other parts of
the city centre in due course, in line with the B&NES Public
Realm and Movement Strategy.
Patrick Rotheram
Transport Lead
Federation of Bath Residents Associations
6

Guy
Hodgson

Hello,

Support Noted.

I just wanted to comment on the Kingsmead Square
proposal.

Work is underway
with Businesses
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Overall I think it is a positive thing. Plenty of cars just seem
to wander into the square, then straight out again. The
double yellow lines are also a convenient parking spot for
blue badge holders. Both of those users are to the detriment
of everyone else.

and the street
traders to
facilitate access.
Concerns re
Monmouth Street
noted.

It would seem important that the businesses are offered
workable access, in particular the green grocer, but no doubt
you will listen to them on that.
I do have one large safety concern. If this goes ahead, there
will be two very pedestrian friendly areas (Kingsmead Sq and
Saw Close/Westgate Street) separated by a very poorly
respected 'shared space' (connecting Westgate Buildings to
Monmouth Street), an area road vehicles consider to be just
for them and not for 'sharing'. I frequently cross this area
and am shocked by the speed and aggression of drivers,
including some of the taxi and bus drivers.
Pedestrianizing Kingsmead encourages complacency- for
instance I let me 3 year old roam much more freely in such
areas (which is a good thing). To have such a dangerous road
not at all clearly delineated or managed seems inappropriate
to me.
I would like to see this route closed altogether, but for the
purpose of the trial I feel strongly some traffic calming
measures are need. Perhaps dump tree planters in the road
as they have in Bristol to make a chicane and put in several
large speed bumps to lower speeds to under 10mph.
Longer term I think Westgate Buildings should be a dead
end with a bus gate, and have the yellow lines turned over to
disabled parking bays.
Hope this is of interest to you.
All the best
7

Dominic
Braithwaite,
BA2

I think the proposals for Kingsmead Square are a very good
idea, and long overdue. At the moment the Square is a
wasted space and could be so much better to improve the
environment in Bath. More action needs to be taken though
to prevent the frequent gathering of undesirables, particular
the regular drunks and drug users who seem to congregate
in the Square causing a disruption and distress to locals and
visitors alike, and brings down the whole tone of the place.
That said, can’t wait to see the changes made.

Support Noted.

8

Daniel
Richards

Sir/Madam,
I support the restriction suggested and also suggest a

Support Noted.
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resurfacing to make the space more friendly to people
moving across the space; removal of kerbs, cobbles, zones
for sitting, a pedestrian prioritised crossing across the road
into the Kingsmead car park and certainly a smoking ban in
the pedestrianised area. Similar family social useage to the
spaces in Southgate or near the station. Why not put in
some lighting and a pétanque pit, too? Or maybe a British
equivalent!
Yours faithfully,

Specific Concerns – Many of which were addressed as a clarification
#

Respondent

Response

Notes

1

Matthew
Fletcher, Abel
& Imray

Dear Sirs,

Confirmed that
no change to car
park access via
email and RD in
person.

I am responding to the informal consultation on changes to
Kingsmead Square on behalf of of WestPoint Building,
James Street West.
Abel & Imray is a local professional service business,
employing over 40 residents of Bath or North East
Somerset. We have had an office in Bath for over 30 years
and offer opportunities for local people to work in highly
skilled and professional roles.
The consultation documents make no mention of the
professional service firms and other office-based employers
that are located in and around Kingsmead Square, e.g. in
WestPoint Building and offices to the south side of the
square, and do not appear to recognise the needs of any
businesses other than retail and catering. We are concerned
that the focus of the proposal for the redevelopment of
Kingsmead Square is to facilitate the further expansion of
the retail and entertainment sectors, and this will be at the
expense of more highly skilled professional service
businesses such as ours. We consider that the needs of
businesses such as ours that offer long term and well paid
career opportunities for local people are often overlooked
in Bath at the expense of sectors which, in the main, offer
lower skilled, lower paid and less secure jobs.

The levels of
street activity can
be controlled by
the Council, who
license events
and tables and
chairs etc.

The proposal to make Kingsmead Square into an outdoor
dining area for street activity are of concern. The term
“street activity” is ill-defined and could include activities that
generate significant levels of noise and disturbance, such as
live music events and amplified music and speech. Until
2010 we occupied offices in Queen Square and found that
the use of Queen Square for leisure activities, particularly
the winter ice rink, was disruptive to our business. Amplified
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music was a distraction for our staff and visiting clients, and
made the conducting of professional consultations by
telephone difficult. In our current offices to the south side
of Kingsmead Square on James Street West we already find
outdoor events held at the City of Bath College involving
amplified music and PAs to be disturbing and detrimental
to our ability to maintain a professional working
environment. We are concerned that the proposed changes
to Kingsmead Square to facilitate a café culture will
adversely affect our business and make Kingsmead Square
less attractive for professional service business such as ours.
The consultation documents recognise the existence of the
private parking court behind the WestPoint Building, yet
include the entrance to that parking court in the green
shaded area for which vehicle access is restricted between
11 am and midnight. That parking court is of vital
importance to our business, to enable visiting clients to
access our offices. Very few client meetings are completed
by 11 am and the inability of us to access our parking
spaces after 11 am will hamper our business. We consider
that the area of restricted vehicle access should only extend
as far as the physical access restriction (2) and not across
the entrance to the private parking court.
In summary specific concern to us are:
1.
The lack of any recognition in the consultation
documents that business other than retail and
catering exist in the Kingsmead Square area, and
apparent lack of regard for the needs of
professional service businesses, such as ours.
2.
The use of Kingsmead Square for outdoor
entertainment. Experience has shown that outdoor
leisure activities are detrimental to our business.
3.
The entrance to our parking area being included
in the potential vehicle restriction zone, preventing
clients reaching or leaving our offices.
We ask that you keep us informed of the redevelopment
plans for Kingsmead Square and, as an effected local
business, include us in the formal consultation process.
Yours faithfully,
Matthew Fletcher
for and on behalf of the Partners of Abel & Imray
Matthew Fletcher
Abel & Imray
www.abelimray.com
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2

Keith Rae
KRAE

Dear Sirs,
I write on behalf of EIP Europe LLP with reference to the
informal consultation on proposed changes to Kingsmead
Square.
EIP is an international law firm specialising in intellectual
property, with offices across the UK, in the US and on
mainland Europe. Our Bath office is based in WestPoint
Building, James Street West. We are concerned by the
proposed changes set out in the consultation documents.
Professional service firms such as EIP employ highly skilled
and qualified professional staff who need to work in a
conducive environment. We frequently receive clients and
other guests, who also expect to be met and served in a
conducive environment. We are not the only professional
services firm in the vicinity, and all such firms nearby will
have similar requirements and expectations; and, no doubt,
similar concerns.

Confirmed that
no change to car
park access via
email and RD in
person.

The levels of
street activity can
be controlled by
the Council, who
license events
and tables and
chairs etc.

The proposal does not appear to have considered firms
such as ours located in the vicinity. Instead, the focus
appears to be solely on retail and catering, and the
expansion of those and associated businesses. This would
be at the expense of more highly skilled professional service
businesses such as ours, that offer long term and well paid
career opportunities for local people. Bath, having one of
the highest costs of living in the UK, needs to attract, look
after and retain businesses such as ours, or risk economic
decline due to it only supporting a lesser-paid and lowerskilled economy, which often depends on zero-hours
contracts.
We are concerned by the proposal to turn Kingsmead
Square into an outdoor dining area. Being in such close
proximity to our business, we believe such a transformation,
and associated increase in noise levels, would be extremely
detrimental to our business. Business meetings, conference
calls and professional consultations by telephone would be
hindered and difficult.
The consultation documents recognise the existence of the
private parking court behind the WestPoint Building, yet
include the entrance to that parking court in the green
shaded area for which vehicle access is restricted between
11 am and midnight. That parking court is of vital
importance to our business, to enable staff and visiting
clients to access our offices. Very few client meetings are
completed by 11 am and the inability of us to access our
parking spaces after 11 am will hamper our business. We
consider that the area of restricted vehicle access should
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only extend as far as the physical access restriction (2) and
not across the entrance to the private parking court.
In summary specific concern to us are:
1.

2.

3.

The lack of any recognition in the consultation
documents that business other than retail and
catering exist in the Kingsmead Square area, and
apparent lack of regard for the needs of
professional service businesses, such as ours.
The use of Kingsmead Square for outdoor
entertainment. Experience has shown that outdoor
leisure activities are detrimental to our business.
The entrance to our parking area being included in
the potential vehicle restriction zone, preventing
staff and clients from reaching or leaving our
offices.

We ask that you keep us informed of the redevelopment
plans for Kingsmead Square and, as an effected local
business, include us in the formal consultation process.
Yours faithfully,
Keith Rae
Chief Operating Officer
3

Peter

Dear Sirs,

Gradwell
Gradwell
Communicati
ons Ltd.

I am responding to the informal consultation on changes to
Kingsmead Square on behalf of Gradwell Communications
Ltd of WestPoint Building, James Street West.
Gradwell Communications Ltd is a local telecoms and
internet service provider business, employing over 65
residents of Bath or North East Somerset. We have had an
office in Bath for over 10 years and offer opportunities for
local people to work in highly skilled and professional roles,
as well as a lot of opportunity for training, apprentices, etc.
We operate 24 hours a day, 7 days a week from our office in
Bath.
The consultation documents make no mention of the
professional service firms and other office-based employers
that are located in and around Kingsmead Square, e.g. in
WestPoint Building and offices to the south side of the
square, and do not appear to recognise the needs of any
businesses other than retail and catering. We are concerned
that the focus of the proposal for the redevelopment of
Kingsmead Square is to facilitate the further expansion of

Confirmed that
no change to car
park access via
email and RD in
person.
The levels of
street activity can
be controlled by
the Council, who
license events
and tables and
chairs etc.
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the retail and entertainment sectors, and this will be at the
expense of more highly skilled professional service
businesses such as ours. We consider that the needs of
businesses such as ours that offer long term and well paid
career opportunities for local people are often overlooked
in Bath at the expense of sectors which, in the main, offer
lower skilled, lower paid and less secure jobs.
That said, we do enjoy being part of a vibrant community,
and with a predominantly younger workforce, the busy
square is an attraction for those who work for us.
Our major concern is around access to the parking court.
The consultation documents recognise the existence of the
private parking court behind the WestPoint Building, yet
include the entrance to that parking court in the green
shaded area for which vehicle access is restricted between
11 am and midnight.
That parking court is of vital importance to our business
and plays a particularly important role for our 24x7
employees, who are often unable to use public transport
due to their shift patterns and for whom paying for public
car parking would not be realistic.
We do also have a regular stream of client visitors and
deliveries / collections, including a daily courier collection
which is usually around 4pm.
The inability of us to access our parking spaces after 11 am
will hamper our business & cause a number of health &
safety issues.
We consider that the area of restricted vehicle access
should only extend as far as the physical access restriction
(2) and not across the entrance to the private parking court.
In summary, we are supportive of the proposals overall and
are encouraged to see increased use of the square, but we
feel it needs to be more balanced to business users, and
tweaked so as not to impact on the car parking access.
We ask that you keep us informed of the redevelopment
plans for Kingsmead Square and, as an effected local
business, include us in the formal consultation process.
Yours faithfully,
Peter Gradwell
--
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Peter Gradwell
Founder & CTO
Gradwell Communications Ltd.

4

Pete Timms

http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/services/planning-and-buildingcontrol/major-projects/public-realm-andmovement/kingsmead-square
"With a view to rebalancing the city centre in favour of
pedestrians, cyclists and public transport users removing all
vehicles during the core hours of the day and evening"

Confirmed that
this applies to
motorised
vehicles only not
cycles by email.

So exactly how does removing public transport users favour
bus users, and how does removing cyclists favour cyclists?

Objections
#

Respondent

Response

Notes

1

Rosemary
Snook

Please do not introduce any more totally over the top,
unhelpful bus gates/concrete pillars/bollards to local
residents trying to access the city centre. There are many of
us who cannot use bicycles or public transport to carry out
our daily lives. While the ideas are all very well in theory,
please be practical and sensible. So many people need to
use individual transport to get to shops and banks - they
cannot walk there! I am a volunteer driver with a local
charity and also a lifelong Bathonian. If any more
deterrents to driving in Bath are put in, some of us will be
forced out of our home town and, there are other more
friendly places to shop and eat.

The needs of
specific user
groups are being
considered –
access to
Kingsmead Car
Park remains. All
interventions will
be accessibility
friendly.

2

Christine
Bayliss
BA1

Hello,

There are car
parks and other
on street parking
options nearby
at Avon Street,
Kingsmead Car
Park etc.

I'm not a killjoy but I think the proposals for Kingsmead
Square are ridiculous. People do enjoy evenings out , etc.
etc, but why inconvenience residents and others by closing
access roads around the square. Currently, I am recovering
from hip and knee replacement surgery and am dependent
on two sticks and bus services. Closing the roads round
Kingsmead Square will result in difficulties in accessing
transport for myself and I'm sure others who will be wanting

Concerns re
Monmouth
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to get to RUH or back home from RUH and to/from other
destinations. It will also affect people going home from the
theatre at the end of the evening.

Street noted.

At the moment I am aware that many people have no clue
that buses and cars run down Monmouth Street from
Westgate Street. Judging by the number of people who
stroll across it busily looking at their phones I am surprised,
that as far as I know, there have been no fatalities. It will
happen. If you can wander across a busy road during the
evening/night why not do it in daylight! Shared space - a
disaster waiting to happen!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
I think we pander too much to certain parts of our
community. A much safer place would be the square by the
station and could cause fewer problems.
3

Mr M J Pow

I see that BANES is proposing to hold a consultation on
whether traffic should be limited In Kingsmead Square to
reduce air pollution.
Being a resident of Keynsham where we had a similar
consultation to re-route the traffic through the town with
the objective to reduce air pollution I do not consider it
worthwhile to waste money on a consultation because the
council has probably already decided the outcome of the
consultation. In Keynsham, despite more people voting to
revert the traffic to the original scheme, the council
managed to interpret the result to support the re-routed
scheme.
I personally don’t think there is a need to change the traffic
flow in Kingsmead Square because the amount of traffic
using Kingsmead Square is small and will not significantly
affect pollution levels.
Yet another example of the council wasting tax payers
money.
A disgruntled resident of BANES
Mr M J Pow

Air Pollution is
not the
overriding factor,
this proposal is a
public realm
improvement
allowing the
square to be
more welcoming
and supportive
of café culture
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Appendix 1: Website
Home » Services » Planning and building control » Major projects » Public realm and movement »
Kingsmead Square

Kingsmead Square

Introduction
Kingsmead Square is an important gathering space and arrival route to the west of the City
Centre, its potential as a vibrant city space is yet to be realised.With a view to rebalancing the
city centre in favour of pedestrians, cyclists and public transport users, Bath & North East
Somerset Council is considering a vehicle access restriction in Kingsmead Square.
The Council’s Highways and Design specialists consider that a vehicle restriction could be
introduced every day, between the hours of 11am and midnight. The road would be closed
through use of locked bollards (emergency services would have access). Outside of these
hours vehicles would be allowed as usual, enabling access to the flats, shops and cafes for
essential loading, servicing and refuse collection.
This proposal would increase opportunities for café culture and outdoor tables and chairs,
removing all vehicles during the core hours of the day and evening. It would reclaim 1,500
square metres of road space and improve the atmosphere and environment, giving priority
back to pedestrians.
Subject to community support, funding is available to implement a vehicle access restriction
trial (known as an ‘experimental traffic regulation order’), during 2019-20. The trial would
last 6 to 12 months, and would allow this proposal to be tested and adjusted before a final
decision is made on whether to make it permanent. Once permanent further improvements to
the Square will be possible.
More information about the history of Kingsmead Square and further explanation of the
proposal can be found here.
We’d like to hear your views and there is an informal consultation running from
27thSeptember – 9th November 2018.
16
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Informal Consultation
This is not yet a formal consultation on an ‘experimental traffic regulation order’, but is an
earlier stage - an informal consultation. We are gathering views, ahead of refining the
proposals, and making a decision whether to proceed.
How to comment:
 The Team will be on Kingsmead Square as part of the ‘Forest of Imagination’ event on
Saturday 29th September and 30th September 2018 (10am – 12.30). You can speak to our
team at this event and you can post comments on our ‘consultation tree’.
 We are also running a consultation with local businesses and traders on and around
Kingsmead Square during October 2018, with support from Bath BID.



Please email any comments (by 5pm on 9th November 2018)
to environment&design@bathnes.gov.uk
Please send in comments by post to: Environment & Design Projects Team, Lewis
House, Manvers Street, Bath, BA1 1JG.

Appendix 2: Example Press Article
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Chance to give views on ‘pedestrianfriendly’ plan for Kingsmead Square
FRIDAY 28TH SEPTEMBER 2018

BATH ECHO NEWS TEAM COMMUNITY




Share
Tweet
 WhatsApp
 Share
 Pin


9

SHARES

Local residents are being asked about a new pedestrian-friendly plan to
introduce restricted hours for vehicles to drive in Bath’s popular Kingsmead
Square.
Officers from Bath & North East Somerset Council will be in the square on Saturday 29th
and Sunday 30th from 9.30am-12.30pm as part of the Forest of Imagination event.
They will be asking people what they think about the idea prior to a formal consultation
taking place.
The council is also accepting comments via email and letter – see details for how to
respond at www.bathnes.gov.uk/kingsmeadsq
The council is considering limiting vehicle access, except for attending emergency
services, while still allowing access to the flats, shops and cafés for essential loading and
refuse collection each morning.
It could mean a timed restriction could be introduced every day, between the hours of
11am and midnight in order to meet the needs of both residents, businesses and
pedestrians.
The proposal aims to increase opportunities for a growing café culture, and create an
inviting space for people by removing all vehicles during the core hours of the day and
evening.
Councillor Bob Goodman, cabinet member for Development and Neighbourhoods, said:
“Kingsmead Square is one of the council’s priority areas for improvement and we are
asking people for their views about this plan.
“A restriction on traffic would enhance the quality of the environment for everyone and
further support the café culture which has grown there.”
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Councillor Andrew Furse, one of the two Lib Dem Councillors for Kingsmead ward,
commented: “For many years I have been working with the business community in
Kingsmead Square to find a workable scheme which can retain access for businesses and
make the square more pedestrian-friendly.
“I am pleased that such a trial will be implemented. Handing the Square over to
pedestrians from 11 a.m. to midnight will not only improve air quality, but will allow for
more tables and chairs and give an enhanced continental feel to the square; an ambition
that I and the local community have had for the Square for several years.
“Many years ago Kingsmead Square was a bit of a back-water, but I would say that now
Kingsmead Square is at the heart of the city centre and is blessed with many
independent, local businesses.
“Over recent years temporary closures for events have taken place and these have proven
successful. From this trial we can see what the real issues are and make sure Kingsmead
Square, a jewel in Bath’s crown, can be enhanced.”
If the scheme were to go ahead it would require an experimental traffic regulation order
lasting for six to 12 months to allow the proposal to be tested and adjusted before a final
decision is made on whether to make it permanent.
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Richard Wyatt September 27, 2018 history, Over to you

Fewer cars for
Kingsmead Square?

People are being asked about a pedestrian-friendly plan to
introduce restricted hours for vehicles to drive in Bath’s popular
Kingsmead Square.
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Officers from Bath & North East Somerset Council will be in the
square on Saturday 29 and Sunday 30 from 9.30am-12.30pm as
part of the Forest of Imagination event.

They will be asking people what they think about the idea prior to
a formal consultation taking place, the council is also accepting
comments via email and letter – see details for how to respond
at www.bathnes.gov.uk/kingsmeadsq
The council is considering limiting vehicle access,
except for attending emergency services,
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while still allowing access to the flats, shops and cafés for
essential loading and refuse collection each morning.
It could mean a timed restriction could be
introduced every day,
between the hours of 11am and midnight in order to meet the
needs of both residents, businesses and pedestrians.
The proposal aims to increase opportunities for a growing
café culture to and create an inviting space for people
by removing all vehicles during the core hours of the day a
nd evening.
Councillor Bob Goodman, cabinet member for Development and
Neighbourhoods, said: “Kingsmead Square is one of the council’s
priority areas for improvement and we are asking people for their
views about this plan. A restriction on traffic would enhance the
quality of the environment for everyone and further support the
café culture which has grown there.”
If the scheme were to go ahead it would require an
experimental traffic regulation order lasting for six to 12 months
to
allow the proposal to be tested and adjusted before a final
decision is made on whether to make it permanent.
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