
 
 

  Dear Councillor Warren, 

National Air Quality Plan for Nitrogen Dioxide 

I am writing to you following the publication of the National Air Quality Plan for Nitrogen 

Dioxide yesterday. The Plan sets out how the Government will ensure that compliance 

with air quality limits is achieved in the shortest time possible. A key part of the Plan is a 

requirement on some local authorities to undertake feasibility studies to explore a range of 

measures to improve air quality.     

 

As you are aware, your local authority is one of those named in the Plan as needing to 

undertake a feasibility study. This letter sets out how this process will operate, and how 

funding will initially be allocated. It also includes the formal legal direction to begin work.  

 

Delivery of feasibility studies will be overseen by the Defra/Department for Transport Joint 

Air Quality Unit (JAQU). We would like to thank you for the positive engagement that has 

already taken place between your officials and JAQU. These contacts will continue over 

the summer. We will also be organising workshops with local teams in early autumn. 

 

Funding 

As you know, the Government has allocated funding for feasibility studies and 

implementation of your scheme. The Government recognises that these activities require 

time and expertise from your staff and contractors.  We would like to offer funding as soon 

as possible to cover your immediate resourcing needs for this project. We will be in touch 

with your teams directly to discuss the amount of funding available and set out the 

payment method.  

 

Directions   

As set out in the Plan, the Government is putting legal duties on local authorities to 

produce feasibility studies. These duties are set out in the legally binding directions 
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enclosed at Appendix A. The directions require you to submit your initial plan by the end 

of March 2018 and your final plan by the end of December 2018. 

 

Guidance on feasibility studies 

The Joint Air Quality Unit will provide comprehensive guidance documents to help you 

prepare your feasibility study. These have been divided into four packages: Inception; 

Evidence; Options appraisal; and Implementation. 

 

The packages are separated according to the different phases of your feasibility study 

and implementation of the plan. You will receive the Inception and Evidence packages 

first, followed by the Options Appraisal package so you can start to develop your 

feasibility study and business case. The Implementation package will be provided in 

autumn 2017 as you start to consider implementation of your scheme.  

 

We are copying this letter to the Chief Executive of your local authority and we look 

forward to working with you as your study progresses. 

 

Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
DR THERESE COFFEY MP     JESSE NORMAN MP 

 


