
 
The Ceremony 

The Superintendent Registrar will say some words of welcome to open the simple, but meaningful 

ceremony. You will need to use your full names and surnames when making the legal declaration and 

formal vows. The declaratory and contracting words have been laid down by law, and must be repeated 

after the Superintendent Registrar.  Please indicate to the Registrar before the ceremony which of the 

following options you wish to use. 

 

Declaratory Words 

A. I do solemnly declare that I know not of any lawful impediment why I ………………..…….. may 

not be joined in matrimony to …………………………... 

B. I declare that I know of no legal reason why I ……………………………………….. may not be 

joined in marriage to ……………………………… 

C. By answering ”I am” to the question “Are you …………….………….. free lawfully to marry 

………………………………….. 

 

Contracting Words 

D. I call upon these persons here present to witness that I ……………………. do take thee 

……………………… to be my lawful wedded wife/husband. 

E. I ……………………… take you ………………… to be my wedded wife/husband. 

F. I ……………………… take thee ……………….. to be my wedded wife/husband. 

 

Registering your marriage 

After you have made your marriage vows and the Registrar has recorded the details, you will both be 

asked to sign the register, followed by your witnesses.  It is important that you check the details 

carefully at this stage.  The bride will be asked to sign in the name she was using before the marriage. 

Finally, both the Superintendent Registrar and the Registrar will sign the entry and you will be given 

your marriage certificate, together with our congratulations, and invited to lead your guests out. 

 

Photographs 

There will be an opportunity for photographs to be taken in the marriage room following the ceremony.  

Group photographs can also be taken at the Mayor’s marble staircase prior to your departure from the 

Guildhall.  The Alkmaar Gardens also provides an ideal backdrop for group photographs and is 

adjacent to the Guildhall on the left as you leave the building.   

 

Confetti 

Please be aware that no confetti can be thrown whilst inside the Guildhall building. 

 


