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Avon & Somerset Police use Qlik Sense to record information such as crime statistics; where 
a crime series could be arising; persistent callers that take up valuable time and even the 
costs involved in police officers dealing with and attending incidents. 
 
I have looked at the statistics for the last 3 month period from the 1/3/22 to 1/6/22.  The 
statistics are for what we call Beat 224 which is the Somer Valley area and encompasses 
Midsomer Norton, Radstock and Westfield. 
 
Total crime recorded in that time for the beat is 357 reports.  It is difficult to compare the last 
couple of years due to Covid - although horrific it did have a knock on effect of reducing 
reported crime.  For the same period in 2021 there were 284 reports recorded.  Figures 
without context mean nothing so I have the figures for a nearby town – Frome recorded 546 
crimes in the same period. 
 
Of those 357 reports 37 are for theft (16 shop theft), 35 criminal damage, 28 burglary (12 
residential), 24 vehicle crimes (not necessarily stolen vehicles) and 2 robberies.  This 
excludes Domestic Abuse related incidents. 
 
As a neighbourhood team we deal with a wide range of tasks from parking complaints, 
neighbour issues, anti-social behaviour reports, schools engagement, hate crime, council and 
partner liaison, persistent callers, licensing issues, targeting drug dealing and investigating 
crime etc.  
 
In relation to anti-social behaviour (ASB), the areas we are focusing on are the old Repro 
Building in Midsomer Norton, Westfield Recreation Ground, Radco site, Swallow Cafe/St 
Nicholas’s Church and West Clewes football pitch.  Due to the hotter weather and longer 
days we do see a rise in ASB and we will continue to deal with it as robustly as we can within 
legislation and with the assistance of our ASB team and partner agencies. 
 
In relation to drug dealing within the last 2-3 weeks we have been successful in taking 700 
class C tablets off the streets following a search in Tom Huyton play park and conducted a 
successful positive misuse of drugs act warrant in Welton Road where Class A and Class B 
drugs were recovered.  Both of those cases are still under investigation by the 
neighbourhood team. 
 
As always, we are expecting a busy summer period, and we have robust plans to meet the 
operational pressures this is likely to bring.  As in previous years the force has decided to use 
neighbourhood beat managers to help bolster front line capacity which is called Operation 
Hibiscus.  This does mean a reduction in the functions those police officers can perform on 
their beats.  However, you will still have the Police Community Support Officers who will 
continue to be visible in the community.  We will maintain business as normal with partners 
and continue to conduct our valuable engagement activities where possible.  We are still 
fortunate that at Radstock we have an operational police station where response police 
officers work 24/7 rather than being covered by another town which does happen with some 
of our nearby neighbouring communities. 
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