
Somersetshire Coal 
Canal
Partnership
Opportunity

LWBAILEY HERITAGE MANAGEMENT IN 

ASSOCIATION WITH SCCS



1) To advance the education of the general 

public in the history of the Somersetshire Coal 

Canal

2) The preservation and restoration of the 

Somersetshire Coal Canal and its structures for 

the benefit of the public

Who are we?
The Somersetshire Coal Canal Society 

was formally constituted as a registered 

Charity on the 20th May 1995 with the 

Objects;

The Society has c.200 paying members 

and a FB Group with over 1000 members.



1) Recruiting volunteers to resource regular work 

parties to avoid further loss of heritage features.

2) Increasing biodiversity along the canal line.

3) Researching the history of the canal, collecting 

images and stories; Sharing these through 

interpretation panels and a regular members' 

magazine.

4) Liaising with community groups, landowners 

and other stakeholders.

Our Role
The Somersetshire Coal Canal Society is 

a grass roots organisation that has 

achieved success in raising awareness of 

the Canal. 



1) Provided transportation for Somerset coal into ready 

markets in Bath and the South of England

2) William Smith, surveyor, was founding father of 

Geology based on findings in Somerset.

3) Robert Weldon's Hydrostatick Caisson Lock.

4) Dunkerton Aqueducts and Combe Hay Locks make a 

fascinating addition to the natural sweep of the 

Somerset landscape.

The Canal
The Somersetshire Coal Canal has a 

rich history which encompasses the 

local mining story, a global contribution 

to science, unique engineering solutions 

and breathtaking natural habitats and 

vistas. 



1) Timsbury and Paulton Basins potential 

visitor/outdoor pursuits centre.

2) Combe Hay Lock flights potential walking route 

with interpretation of engineering and biodiverse 

landscape .

3) Midford Aqueduct and bridge could form a 

permanent moorings site for visitor 

accommodation and heritage/nature walks.

The Structures

The Somersetshire Coal Canal has a 

rich assemblage of extant built features 

which could become the focus of a 

series of discreet projects, helping to 

get sections of canal back into water. 



1) Endangered species such as Water Voles and 

Great Crested Newts often find sections of canal 

appealing as they like to commute between 'ponds'.

2) Combe Hay Lock flights known site for wild orchids.

3) Upgraded path lined with mixed species 

hedgerows to provide habitat, food and connectivity 

for wide variety of species.

4) Agriculture and post industrial landscape provide 

opportunities for visitors to experience a wider 

variety of species in a managed way.

A Biodiverse Landscape

The Somersetshire Coal Canal has 

protected a considerable section of 

agricultural land from being turned into 

monocultures. 



Evidence of Need
Economic, communal and environmental value of canal 
restorations is proven;
•Increase in adjacent property values
•Job creation as businesses invest
•Sustainable Tourism. 
•Biodiversity and connectivity for commuter species.

Pockets of deprivation in rural areas can be 

hard to tackle due to being interspersed 

amongst more affluent areas and their lack 

of visibility.

The Canal and 
River Trust
found that 
'Water Adds 
Value' in its 
nationwide 
study into the 
impact of canal 
restoration.

Strategic Case



The
Somersetshire 
Coal Canal 
represents 
regeneration for 
local businesses, 
the environment 
and the 
community

Strategic Case
Evidence of Need 

Rural communities need to remain vibrant and dynamic 

to survive and thrive; 

• Increased tourism and visitors from outside the area

• Increased opportunities for volunteering

• Increased local pride in the heritage and 

environmental assets on their doortstep.

The SCC passes through or within walking distance of 

High Littleton, Timsbury, Paulton, Tunley, South Stoke, 

Camerton, Carlingcott, Dunkerton, Peasedown St John, 

with a combined population of c.17K



B&NES Council
declared a 
Climate 
Emergency in 
March 2019

Strategic Case
Evidence of Need 

Car usage is most dominant in rural areas, 

comprising 79% of all trips respectively. This 

compares to 42% in London and 65% nationally 

(Gov.UK).

• Upgrading foot and cycle paths along the line of 

the Somersetshire Coal Canal would encourage 

green travel amongst visitors to the area.

• Increased use of the footpath between surrounding 

villages could lead to more sustainable transport 

and commuting.



The 
Somersetshire 
Coal Canal will 
provide 
connectivity for 
rural 
communities, 
wildlife and 
tourists

Strategic Case
SCCS Vision and objectives 

• Focus on short lengths and structures 

that are achievable with co-operative 

landowners.

• Improve footpaths and wayfinding

• Implement good environmental 

conservation principles to enhance 

biodiversity.

• Restore canal for boats but not 

immediately create a continuous 

navigation.



The
Somersetshire 
Coal Canal land is 
owned by c.83 
different 
individuals and 
one utility 
company. 

Strategic Case
Option for Investment 

Create a Partnership organisation (Charitable 

Incorporated Organisation (CIO)) to enable 

fundraising and strategic direction, 

consisting of the following;

• B&NES Council

• Somersetshire Coal Canal Society

• Landowners of the SCC CIC Ltd by Shares

• Wessex Water



The
Somersetshire 
Coal Canal 
could bring 
opportunities for 
sustainable 
tourism to 
challenge the 
Bath 'day-visitor'
culture . 

Strategic Case
Achieving the Objectives through Partnership

• B&NES Waterspace partnership

⚬ Environment Agency

⚬ Canal & River Trust 

⚬ Wessex Water 

• The Stroud Valleys Canal Company

⚬ ·Gloucestershire County Council

⚬ ·Stroud District Council

⚬ ·Cotswolds Canal Trust (and Trading Ltd)

⚬ ·Company of the Proprietors of the Stroudwater 

Navigation (CoPSN).

• The Wilts & Berks Canal Trust 

⚬ Swindon Borough Council 

⚬ Wiltshire Council.



We want to work with You to 
recreate this amazing piece of 

Somerset's Industrial Heritage, 
support local communities and 

protect the environment.


