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Keynsham Area Forum AGM Report 
February 2020 

 
The Keynsham Area Forum comprises the parished areas of: Compton Dando, Corston, 
Keynsham, Marksbury, Saltford and Whitchurch. 
 
 
Introduction from the Chair and Vice Chair 
 
Thank you to all the members and participants of the Forum for their contributions over the past 
year.  By discussing and identifying issues in our communities and working collaboratively, we 
can help to address some of the challenges together. 
 
At recent meetings, the Forum has been exploring Climate Emergency - the most important 
issue we are facing, not only as local communities but also globally.  It may seem too big an 
issue for us to solve alone but there are many actions that can be taken if we work together and 
support each other.  The topic will remain a key priority for the Forum as it will be important for 
us to explore the opportunities and work through some of the challenges together.   
 
Another key topic for the year ahead is ‘Compassionate Communities’, a collective term to 
recognise the individuals and organisations that work to support others when needed.  We have 
seen many local examples of this as part of the Community Showcase element of our Forum 
meetings.  This is a popular feature and has highlighted some very dedicated and committed 
local organisations which are helping people daily to improve their health and wellbeing.  The 
Bath and North East Somerset Third Sector Group (3SG), which represents the Voluntary and 
Community sector, is working to raise the profile of the thousands of professionals and 
volunteers who already work tirelessly to enrich our area and support those who need it most.  
You can find out more here: 
 
https://www.3sg.org.uk/pages/compassionate-communities 
 
As the Chair and Vice Chair of your Forum, we meet quarterly with other Forum Chairs and Vice 
Chairs.  These meetings are chaired by the Leader of the Council and attended by the BANES 
3SG and the Chair of BANES ALCA (Avon Local Councils Association) which represents the 
parishes.  This ensures that the issues you raise are fed back and common themes and trends 
can be explored further. 
 
Issues discussed at the Forums are also regularly taken forward at the Parish Liaison meeting 
which is held three times a year and supports parishes and their clerks in working more closely 
with Bath & North East Somerset Council and with each other. 
 
If there are topics you would like to see discussed at a Forum meeting, you have an idea for a 
theme, or know an organisation that would like to take part in a Community Showcase, please 
do let us know.  This is your Forum and we want to hear from you. 
 
Thank you for your continued support and contributions. 
 
 

Cllr Alan Hale (Chair) and Adrian Inker (Vice Chair)   
 
 

 
Keynsham Area Forum contacts: 
 
Sara Dixon, Locality Manager, B&NES Council.  E-mail: sara_dixon@bathnes.gov.uk 
Alison Wells, Community Engagement Officer, B&NES Council.  E-mail alison_wells@bathnes.gov.uk 
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A review of the year 2019-20 
 
3rd December 2018 (AGM) 
 
The last AGM was devoted to the Council’s Budget Presentation, with the Forums playing a key 
role annually in providing feedback.  A budget engagement meeting was also held in Keynsham 
on 19th December 2019, to which Forum members were invited. 
 
 
20th February 2019 
 
The main theme of this meeting was Housing with the Forum hearing from Curo on how they 
connect with their customers across the district as well as specific engagement in Keynsham.  
The Community Showcase included a presentation from Forum member, Hazel Mitchell, who is 
Chair of the Bath and District Branch of Parkinson's UK.  Hazel lives with Parkinson's herself 
and gave an interesting, informative talk.  The Forum also heard from Chris Essex of Saltford 
Community Association on their sterling work to save the local Post Office and Library, as well 
as the other events and activities they organise.  The Forum also received an update on the role 
of a working group, comprising representatives from all the Forums, looking at ways in which 
the Council can improve consultation and communication.  This work has helped to shape a 
Community Engagement Charter which will form part of the Council’s Corporate Plan. 
 
 
Monday 23rd September 2019 
 
The main theme of this meeting was Transport.  At the request of Forum members, Andrew 
Dunn, Team Manager for Parking Services at Bath & North East Somerset Council, along with 
St Jon Bagnoweic from Avon and Somerset Police, gave a presentation to clarify the difference 
between the parking enforcement responsibilities of the Police and the Council.  The Forum 
received an update from Cllr David Orme on the work of the BANES Rural Transport Group and 
heard from Dr Cheryl Scott, Clerk to Keynsham Town Council, on aspirations for a circular bus 
service in the town.  In preparation for a theme of Climate Emergency, the Forum enjoyed an 
extended Community Showcase with presentations from Keynsham Plastic Re-Action; 
Keynsham Repair Cafe; Somerdale Community Shed and Keynsham Action Network.  The 
Forum meeting was also attended by Cllr Dine Romero, the Leader of Bath & North East 
Somerset Council, who gave a presentation on the Council's priorities.   
 
 
Thursday 23rd January 2020 
 
The main theme of the meeting was Climate Emergency, with the Forum receiving an update 
from Jane Wildblood, the Council's Corporate & Community Sustainability Manager and Cllr 
Sarah Warren, Cabinet Member for Climate Emergency on the Council's Climate Emergency 
declaration and progress to date.  The Forum also heard from Keynsham Town Council, which 
has also declared a Climate Emergency; Compton Dando Parish Council, which is providing 
additional collection points for items not routinely recycled and Saltford Community Association 
on the energy efficiency improvements made to Saltford Hall and how these were funded.  A 
presentation was also given by Keynsham Community Energy - a community benefit society 
working to provide renewable energy and advice in the local area.  In addition to its regular 
update, the Fire Service reported on their own efforts to support Climate Emergency and 
brought along an extra special visitor - Buddy - a two-year-old springer spaniel cross training to 
be an ‘air scent’ dog.  The Leader of the Council, Cllr Dine Romero, also returned to give an 
update on the Council's Budget and Corporate Plan.     
 


