
 

 

 

Hillcrest Open Space - Have Your Say! 
 
Bath and North East Somerset Council is seeking views and opinions on Hillcrest Open Space.  We want this consultation to 
be the start of a long-term plan for how the park will be enhanced and managed as a place for everyone. 

As well as your views on the park, the consultation will seek your opinion on some proposed improvements.  These 
suggestions are based on the Council’s experience of managing the open space, visitor feedback and guided by the Council’s 
priorities and overriding purpose – to improve people’s lives.  

Hillcrest will remain a public open space for leisure and recreation. Your feedback is important to us and will help to improve 
the park for residents and visitors now and in the future.  

 

What We Know So Far 

 We know that Hillcrest Open Space is particularly 
popular for dog walking, children’s play and as a route 
for getting around the local area.  

 New benches have recently been installed and flowering 
bulbs were planted in the south of the site.  The play 
area fence and gates are due to be replaced soon. 

 The trees, scrub and long grass are home to an 
abundance of wildlife including wildflowers, butterflies, 
birds, amphibians and occasionally even deer. We have 
a responsibility to ensure that the open space continues 
to play a role in tackling the climate and nature 
emergencies and we want to make space for wildlife to 
thrive wherever we can.  The park has been earmarked 
as one which would benefit from having more trees 
planted. 

 We know that visitors value the wild nature of the site 
but also enjoy areas of short grass for picnics, games 
etc.   

 Managing vegetation on the site is made difficult by the 
uneven terrain and chain-link fence which quickly 
becomes entwined with vegetation.  We acknowledge 
that vegetation around the perimeter of the site needs 
to be better managed – particularly where it borders 
other properties. 

 The fencing around the perimeter of the site is very old, 
it’s starting to fail in places and will be costly to replace.  
In some places the chain-link fence is very high and 
topped with barbed wire, which is unsuitable for a 
public open space.  Where it is safe to do so it is 
suggested that the fence is replaced with bollards, trees 
or a wooden post and rail fence.  This would help with 
better managing the boundary vegetation and give a 
more open and welcoming feel to the open space.  

 Many of the gates are old and while they can help 
reduce anti-social behaviour and prevent dogs from 
straying, they also make it difficult for people with 
buggies, mobility scooters and bicycles to access and 
enjoy the park. 

 We want to make the park welcoming and safe for all 
and at the same time ensure that everyone can continue 
to enjoy what they like best about it.  

 The Council needs to manage the space effectively with a 
reducing maintenance budget. 

 Except for the play area and benches there has been 
limited investment in the site in recent years. The 
Council will be raising funds to ensure that the facilities 
and maintenance are fit for current and future 
generations. 

 

How to Have Your Say 

View this document and complete the consultation survey online at  
www.bathnes.gov.uk/hillcrest or scan the QR code using a smart phone 
 
Come along to Hillcrest Open Space and speak to a member of the Parks Department at 
a drop-in event. Meet near the play area between 12 and 1.30pm on Thursday 20th 
August or between 10am and 11.30 on Saturday 5th September 2020 
 

To have your say on the consultation please take part by 13th September 2020. 
 



 

Improve Entrance 
Remove the metal gate which 
makes it difficult for visitors 
with buggies, bicycles or 
mobility aids from accessing 
the open space. 

Wildflowers 
Sow a wildflower area on the 
south facing bank. 

Improve Entrance 
Reconfigure the gates and fencing 
to make a more welcoming 
entrance enabling visitors with 
pushchairs, mobility devices or 
bicycles to enter and enjoy the 
space. This would involve removing 
the gates and chain-link fence and 
replacing with a more open and 
accessible entrance 
  

Short Grass 
Continue to maintain a 
large open area with
short mown grass for 
picnics, games etc. 
  

Wildlife Pond 
Create a seasonal pond or 
wetland area.  This low-lying 
area is home to amphibians 
which would benefit from 
wetter conditions. 

  

 

Ivy Avenue 

Play  
Area 

Hillcrest Drive Open 
Space 

Tree Planting 
Increase the number of trees 
by planting in various 
locations across the open 
space.  

Welcome Signs 
Install/renew welcome 
signs at each entrance 

Rebuild Steps & Repair Paths 
Rebuild the steps which lead 
down to the Ivy Avenue entrance
and repair tarmac paths where 
needed. 
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What Happens Next? 

Responses to the consultation will be compiled, analysed and published.  All published responses will be anonymous. 

The Council will seek funding to pay for identified improvements. 

For further information: parks@bathnes.gov.uk  01225 39 40 41 (Council Connect) 


