
Investing in 
Green Infrastructure 
and Nature Recovery



State of nature 2023

•One in six species at risk of being 
lost from Great Britain.
• On average the species studied 
have declined by 19% in the UK since 
1970.
•Most of the important habitats for 
the UK’s nature are in poor condition, 
but restoration projects can and do 
have clear benefits for nature and 
people, as well as climate change 
mitigation and adaptation.
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Background

2030 timeline for change

Corporate Strategy 2020-24 

Two core policies:
Tackling the climate and nature 

emergencies

Giving people a bigger say

Declaration of Ecological 

Emergency in July 2020

Green Transformation Service

Green 
Infrastructure & 
Nature Recovery

Climate & 
Environmental 
Sustainability

Nature Recovery: Biodiversity Net Gain; Local 
Nature Recovery Strategy; Eco Emergency Action 
Plan
Green Infrastructure: Strategic Projects



Ecological Emergency Action Plan



Opportunities

Reduced flood riskGreen Jobs Improved water quality

Carbon sequestration Health and Wellbeing Food security



Vision and Priorities

Increase the extent of land and waterways 
managed positively for nature across B&NES

Increase the abundance and distribution of 
key species across B&NES

Enable more people to access and engage 
with nature

Nature Positive 
by 2030



Green Infrastructure Projects

Delivering 
for nature 
and 
people



Connected

Keynsham Area Forum
September 2023



WATERSPACE CONNECTED

FOUR OVERARCHING THEMES

Environment: A healthy, vibrant 
river valley rich in nature

Community: Accessible natural, 
cultural and heritage services and a 
local sense of place 

Transport: A continuous greenway 
and recreational route in nature, 
connecting Bristol and Bath

Economy: A rich natural asset that 
supports local economies to thrive 



https://youtu.be/I1buZAOeikw?si=57DTCHCw2yfnsKDO


SOMERDALE PHASE

PHASE 1

Funding from WECA granted for Phase 1 
development, focused on the River Avon North of 
Keynsham



DEVELOPMENT
Design and deliver an accessible 
footbridge at Somerdale, connecting 
Keynsham to Hanham, and linking to 
Bristol.  

Upgrade the path and associated 
infrastructure to enable more people 
to access the greenway.

Enhance existing connections and 
create new connections through 
improved routes and wayfinding.

Create a River Park at Somerdale, a 
nature-rich publicly accessible space. 

Deliver a suite of ecological
enhancements within the river, 
riparian edge, and adjacent land, 
through partnerships and landowner 
advice.



SOMERDALE BRIDGE

• Accessible walking, cycling and 
wheeling bridge over the River 
Avon

• Key links to the River Avon Trail

• Working with South Glos Council to 
improve onwards connections

Next steps – procure design and 
engineering team, apply for planning, 
community consultation. Apply for 
full funding Nov 24.



SOMERDALE ‘RIVER PARK’

• Improving biodiversity

• Creation of wetland 
mosaic habitat

• Enabling people to 
access nature –
boardwalks, 
accessibility, etc.

• Nature based solutions 
(phosphates, slow the 
flow)

• Signage and 
interpretation



LANDOWNER ADVICE & CONNECTIONS

Providing grants to 
landowners to 
improve water 
quality, access, 
biodiversity, NBS, 
improve 
infrastructure

Improve, enhance 
and create 
connections to and 
along the river. 
River Avon Trail 
audit



Chew Valley 
Reconnected



Thanks for listening! 

@WaterSpaceBath

Riveravon@bathnes.gov.uk
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