
CVAF C&NEWG Points to consider when assessing the possible challenges and merits of
Renewable Energy Schemes in the Chew Valley

Parish Councils, as statutory consultees, will increasingly be asked to comment on Renewable
Energy schemes. These notes are designed to assist them in their deliberations.

Why do we need to decarbonise our energy systems?
Emissions from burning fossil fuels lead to a heating of the atmosphere, which in turn puts in
motion changes to our climate. This phenomena has accelerated rapidly since the industrial
revolution. The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (1PCC)1 and UK Government’s
Committee for Climate Change (CCC)2 have identified the 2020-2030 decade as a key moment
to put the brakes on Climate Change by taking radical action to reduce fossil fuel use. The UK
government has a legal commitment to cut carbon emissions by 78% by 2035, as compared to
1990 emission levels. The energy we use in our homes and workplaces, as well as the vehicles
we drive make up our own carbon footprint, but for individuals to change to lower carbon energy
we also need a significant increase in renewable energy in the UK.

Where does our energy currently come from?
Take a look at : www.gridwatch.co.uk to understand where energy consumed in the UK comes
from.

What are the possible impacts of the heating planet and how does traditional energy
production impact on this?
At the present time the heating planet is causing changes to the climate such as ice caps
melting,( leading to rising sea levels), an increase in extreme weather events such as storms,
floods, extreme heatwaves and droughts ( impacting on homes, business, and agriculture.) In
the Global South some of the knock on effects of this can be seen in areas of land becoming
uninhabitable leading to mass migration to cities and resulting conflicts exacerbated by poverty,
overpopulation and scarcity of resources.
Locally we have had interruptions to supply chains and a scarcity of some items as well as
challenging times for farmers and homeowners with severe weather events. The frequency and
severity of these events is likely to increase without rapid and large-scale decarbonisation of
energy combined with energy saving measures such as insulating our homes and businesses,,
changes in diet to support local regenerative farming and reducing overall consumption.

What is the current Carbon footprint of the Parish?
The Centre for Sustainable Energy have created a useful tool to help Parishes see at a glance
what their existing footprint is, which may act as useful background for thinking about the overall
decarbonisation of the Parish
https://impact-tool.org.uk/

2 An independent statutory body set up as part of the UK 2008 Climate Change Act
https://www.theccc.org.uk/about/

1The United Nations’ body assessing the science in relation to Climate Change
https://www.ipcc.ch/about/
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Why are Renewable Energy schemes coming forward now?
In October 2021 a B&NES Council report set out ways to meet rapid energy decarbonisation by
2030. It calculated that B&NES needed solar PV on 50% of existing homes, 116 football pitches
worth of solar PV on commercial roof space and ground mounted sites and 28 large wind
turbines (though this exact combination is not prescriptive.) 3

Commercial companies have recognised that they can install renewable energy for sound
business reasons and local communities have begun to see the potential of generating income
for their community (whilst simultaneously enhancing biodiversity by building infrastructure
changes, new green infrastructure and monitoring biodiversity into the requirements of
schemes) as well as having a desire to meet the present need to decarbonise. The existing
need cannot be met purely through solar panels on existing and new buildings and brownfield
sites.

What are the different types of Renewable Energy you might be asked to comment on?
Proposals may be from individual home owners or businesses, from community projects
(perhaps in tandem with organisations such as Bath & West Community Energy) from
commercial companies working alone or alongside community groups. The main types of
renewable energy would be
Heat Pumps (air and ground source) as a means of replacing oil and gas consumption in
individual or groups of homes and businesses.
Rooftop solar installation for domestic and non-domestic properties of an appropriate size,
elevation and direction,
Ground mounted solar projects,
Wind turbine projects,
Hydro-powered projects (though these are likely to be less common as we are not a coastal
region and other forms of hydro-power is limited)

What are the merits of supporting a Renewable Energy scheme in your Parish?
When households and businesses use renewable energy via heat pumps, rooftop solar and
similar, this will feed into their own buildings initially via the local grid, effectively decarbonising
local areas and reducing their reliance on fossil fuels. In this way each households’ regenerative
supply counts in reducing the carbon footprint of an area. Individual business or household
schemes to introduce solar panels will reduce the energy bills of the building concerned and this
may help parishioners manage their ongoing finances and make businesses more viable.

It is worth noting that small renewable energy developments can make big impacts when
compared to household installations: a small 2.1mw solar field would only take up 4.5 acres and
produce the equivalent electricity demand for 580 homes annually or 1,180 people's annual

3 To give this some context B&NES land area is 35,112 Ha, of which around 75% is undeveloped, the vast
majority of this being agricultural land. To develop all of the B&NES current target of 110MW of solar PV
by 2030 from ground mount solar (though in reality a significant proportion will come from rooftop solar
and maybe wind) would require around 165 Ha or around 0.6% of the undeveloped land in B&NES.
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emissions from driving. A typical solar panel will save over 900kg of CO2 per year that results in
a carbon payback period of 1.6 years4

What is a Community energy scheme?
Community Energy England5 describes community energy project thus:

Community energy refers to the delivery of community-led renewable energy, energy demand
reduction and energy supply projects, whether wholly owned and/or controlled by communities
or through partnership with commercial or public sector partners.

They identify a number of purposes and benefits of such schemes
Community energy puts people at the heart of the energy system. It brings them together to
take democratic climate action by understanding, generating, owning, using, and saving energy.
Community energy provides clear accountability and participatory governance within the energy
system, which is empowering, transparent and equitable. It accelerates the transition to a
zero-carbon energy system while increasing community resilience. And it includes communities
which may otherwise be excluded from the energy system. But it’s more than this. Building a
zero-carbon energy system is a social issue that requires a just transition. Community energy
organisations are already at the forefront of energy system innovation; they have initiated
behaviour change, accelerated the decentralisation of the energy system, reduced carbon
emissions and upskilled communities across the UK. Community energy does all of this by
building the consent, trust and active participation needed to ensure a rapid and just energy
transition.

Often the installation of a community energy project transforms unused or poorly maintained
agricultural or brownfield land and enhances the biodiversity of the area. A good example of this
is the scheme in Chelwood6 where bat and bird boxes, wild flower meadows and grazing are all
built into the project and have increased biodiversity during its lifetime. It is also designed to be
a ‘reversible’ development; meaning it can be removed and taken away without damaging the
environment or changing the agricultural status of the land.

Local community energy schemes have already distributed £1000s in grants to community
action and projects that target fuel poverty and environmental issues (community spaces, food
growing, education). Not including the other local economic benefits. BWCE7 Fund has
distributed £290,000 to date to community groups.

The RSPB, The National Trust and DEFRA all support the installation of renewable energy
provided it is on the appropriate lower grade agricultural land, is developed with biodiversity gain
as a key output, and is not placed in highly sensitive wildlife areas.

7 https://www.bwce.coop/community-benefit/
6 https://www.mygreenpod.com/articles/chelwood-solar-scheme/

5 https://communityenergyengland.org/
4 https://www.renewableenergyhub.co.uk/main/solar-panels/solar-panels-carbon-analysis/

3

https://www.mygreenpod.com/articles/chelwood-solar-scheme/


Community-run renewable energy schemes can be set up as ‘not for profit’ entities,  where any
money raised will be fed back into the project or donated to local community projects. They may
have paid staff but will also use volunteers. Bath & West Community Energy (BWCE)8 is one
partner who can help with setting up a community scheme  locally and there is also national
support from Community Energy England9

A community-run scheme may differ from a purely commercial scheme by retaining a greater
share of investment, revenue streams and job creation in the local area. It has the potential to
stimulate economic development, new jobs and social enterprises at a hyper-local level. Longer
term it could reduce energy costs for residents, businesses and the public sector.10 However,
community schemes can take longer to bring together than commercial schemes.

Commercially-run renewable energy projects that also help hit the UK and B&NES targets for
decarbonation and could be asked to build in improvements to the biodiversity of sites and to
contribute in ongoing ways to the local community.

The total land required to decarbonise our local energy supply is relatively small compared with
the overall land available, and even if land is utilised for renewable energy projects it may still be
suitable for grazing in most scenarios, so is not completely removed from agricultural use.

In the light of an increase in extreme weather events and scarcity of fossil fuels (causing an
escalation of prices) locally generated power will enable UK homes and businesses to be more
resilient overall. As recent events in Russia have also shown, fossil fuels can become weapons
in wider conflicts adding to energy shortages and price rises which local renewable energy
schemes are less subject to. National legislation, such as proposed in the Energy White
Paper11, are only able to be fully effective if local communities embrace a change to renewable
energy.

Most importantly of all, by supporting renewable energy your parish will be making an active
contribution to the fight against the climate emergency. Just one field of ground mounted solar
panels could be sufficient to make your parish carbon negative in terms of electricity
consumption.CPRE have written a blog in favour of  community energy which may be of
interest. 12

12 https://www.cpre.org.uk/discover/why-we-love-community-energy/

11

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/energy-white-paper-powering-our-net-zero-future/energy-whit
e-paper-powering-our-net-zero-future-accessible-html-version

10

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Local_multiplier_effect#:~:text=The%20local%20multiplier%20effect%20(som
etimes,area%20of%20regional%20economic%20development.

9 https://communityenergyengland.org/
8 https://www.bwce.coop/
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What are the possible reasons for objecting to a Renewable Energy Scheme in your
Parish?
If any of the community benefits mentioned above are not in place within an application for a
renewable energy scheme (whether community-led, commercially proposed or a partnership of
local people and business,) this could be a reason for objecting and/or suggesting adjustments
or conditions are made. Additionally, if land has already been earmarked for other purposes on
the neighbourhood or B&NES local plan this could be a reason to object.

Protection of the Greenbelt is a consideration in all planning but this needs to be balanced with
the impact on the Greenbelt (and indeed all areas) that climate change will bring if it is left
unchecked.

Some may feel that the visual impact of solar panels or wind turbines would be a reason to
object, particularly where the land can be seen in long sight lines, and might choose to suggest
sensitive placing to mitigate against this if permission is supported. However, it is important to
recognise that our area already has many existing ‘unattractive’ developments which are
significantly functional for the community and thus might be acceptable to the overall
sustainability of valley life, maintaining farming and industry in the area.

What are some common myths that may be influencing people’s thinking about
Renewable Energy?

● Solar panels take up valuable agricultural land :WRONG: projects are usually sited on
lower grade agricultural land or land that is not being utilised and in most scenarios the
land can still be grazed, meaning it is not lost for agricultural use. Schemes can be
developed to be reversible so that the land can revert to agricultural land at a later date,
without any contamination implications.

● Solar panel sites become brownfield sites after use: WRONG: they can revert to
farmland or original status.

● You can’t put solar panels on buildings within the AONB: WRONG: though it may impact
on which part of the roof they can be placed.

● You can’t put solar panels on buildings that are in a conservation area: WRONG though
it may impact on which part of the roof they can be placed.

● Solar panels should be put on brownfield sites : WRONG - Brownfield sites are more
appropriate for much needed housing development (mostly in terms of land value,
location and infrastructure connections).

● Solar panels should be put on roofs of large commercial buildings - YES but this offers
little opportunity compared to agricultural land - (as can be seen by looking for such
buildings in the area on Google Earth) and it is more complex and costly which would
impact on fuel prices. This in turn would have a greater impact on those who are fuel
poor with higher than necessary bills.
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● Wind turbines cannot be built in the Chew Valley WRONG: B&NES have identified the
Chew Valley as of ‘high sensitivity’ to any large scale wind farms for a range of reasons,
but this does not rule out the placing of a smaller project within the Chew Valley. 13

What kind of comments might a Parish Council usefully make?
Simply supporting or not supporting a planning application may not be so useful to B&NES
planners. Parish Councils can help by citing specific evidence-based reasons that they have for
their position.
In addition Parish Councils can propose conditions on planning if they do support it.
So, if a Parish council was minded to support a development they might ask for conditions to
include:

● A preference for community led schemes which allow decision making and profits to be
shared with the local community. Thus there is a community fund for local projects rather
than just investment opportunity

● A commitment to build in enhancements to green infrastructure (tree planting, hedgerow
laying, bird and bat boxes etc) as part of the initial construction

● A commitment to increase biodiversity on the land the scheme occupies and surrounding
areas, with a monitoring plan to track this

● Evidence from community surveys or similar that the scheme is supported in the locality
● If accepting a commercial scheme that the scheme should offer both short term and long

term benefits to the community

If a Parish Council was minded to not support a development then the absence of the above
might be cited.

As a group we would like to propose that the following are adopted as underlying benchmarks
for consideration:

1. That the UK needs to make a swift and permanent change from energy based on fossil
fuels to decarbonised Renewable Energy.

2. That all parts of the UK and all people in the UK need to play their part in this transition.
3. That a range of measures are possible (some personal, some local, some regional and

some national) that will need to be taken.
4. That B&NES and many of the Parishes within it have declared a Climate and Ecological

Emergency in order to ensure that their decision-making takes into account the needs of
the heating planet and the impacts that follow from this.

5. That there is a need for the Chew Valley to develop its own resilience in relation to the
Climate and Ecological Emergency.

6. That a balance needs to be drawn between facilitating a necessary change to renewable
energy to protect the ongoing life of the planet (which includes the Chew Valley) which

13 B&NES sensitivity analysis can be found here:
https://www.bathnes.gov.uk/sites/default/files/sitedocuments/Planning-and-Building-Control/Plan
ning-Policy/Evidence-Base/Sustainability/landscape_sensitivity_analysis_for_wind_energy.pdf#
page=49
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may involve accepting some change in the existing landscape (to some degree,) with the
need to be sensitive to the character of the Chew Valley as a farming landscape which
also offers education, work and leisure.

7. That any development of renewable energy in the Chew Valley must ensure that it
increases biodiversity and brings both short term and lasting benefit to the local
community.

Draft 1. Circulated to Parishes 28/3/2022
Draft 2. Revised by and circulated to Working Group members 17/5/2022
Final Document agreed 23/5/2022
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