
 

Did You Know? 

Bereavement Services in Bath & North East Somerset are responsible for the and 

grounds maintenance and memorial safety of 36 cemeteries and closed churchyards 

across the region. Among these is the historic churchyard of St Mary the Virgin in 

Claverton, the final resting place of one of Bath’s most influential figures: Ralph Allen 

(1693–1764). 

Pioneer & Visionary of Bath 

Ralph Allen was a pioneering 18th-century entrepreneur and philanthropist whose 

innovations transformed both the British postal system and the cityscape of Bath. At 

just 19 years old, Allen secured a government contract to reform the cross-post 

system, a vital part of the national mail network. His reforms made the postal service 

faster, more reliable, and more affordable. Allen also introduced the first official postal 

uniforms—the iconic red coats—which inspired the phrase “red letter day”, 

symbolizing a day of special importance. 

 

A Lasting Legacy in Bath 

Beyond his postal reforms, Ralph Allen was instrumental in shaping Georgian Bath 

into the elegant spa town we admire today. He invested heavily in the city’s 

development, funding the construction of grand Georgian buildings and infrastructure. 

His most famous architectural legacy is Prior Park, a stunning Palladian mansion 

overlooking the city, designed in collaboration with architect John Wood the Elder. 

Allen’s contributions earned him a place in Bath’s history not just as a reformer, but as 

a visionary city-builder and generous benefactor. His ornate mausoleum in Claverton 

stands as a tribute to a man whose ideas and investments helped define an era. 

     

 


