
Active Travel Masterplan

91

Bath & North East Somerset Council

Action Plan 













Active Travel Masterplan

97

Bath & North East Somerset Council

8.2.2  West of England Local Cycling and 
Walking Infrastructure Plan 2020-2036

The West of England Local Cycling and Walking 
Infrastructure Plan (LCWIP) is a comprehensive 
strategy aimed at transforming active travel 
across the region, including B&NES. The 
plan outlines a significant investment of over 
£400 million to enhance cycling and walking 
infrastructure, making these modes of transport 
more attractive and accessible for shorter trips 
and connections to public transport.

Key Objectives of the LCWIP align with those 
of the Joint Local Transport Plan 4, namely:

	● Accessibility - Enable equality and improve 
accessibility

	● Health – Contribute to better health, 
wellbeing, safety and security

	● Air Quality and Climate Change – Take 
action against climate change and address 
poor air quality

	● Economy - Support sustainable and 
inclusive economic growth

	● Place Making - Create better places

The LCWIP is a collaborative effort involving 
the West of England Combined Authority, local 
councils, and various stakeholders. It aims 
to create a region where walking and cycling 
are the preferred choices for short trips, 
contributing to a healthier, more sustainable, 
and connected community.

Figure 8.5  Committed/Planned Cycle Routes
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8.2.3  Liveable Neighbourhoods

As part of the Liveable Neighbourhoods programme, a new scheme 
is proposed to improve the walking and cycling routes that connect 
Whitchurch village, Queen Charlton and the National Cycle Network 
to the community facilities on the other side of the A37 – including the 
children’s playground, rugby, and cricket clubs.

At the heart of the scheme are new signalised pedestrian crossings on 
the A37 including one just south of Whitchurch village and another in 
the centre of the village to help pedestrians and cyclists cross the busy 
carriageway.

It will also feature two new sheltered bus stops (with real-time bus 
information), wider paths and footways on both sides of the road, and 
improved junctions with additional crossing opportunities. The aim is 
to support people to get around safely and more easily however they 
choose to travel.

We are committed to ongoing collaboration with local communities 
and key stakeholders, including the emergency services, to deliver 
future Liveable Neighbourhood schemes that meet the unique needs 
of each area. This collaborative approach ensures that each scheme 
reflects the priorities and insights of those who live and work in the 
area, while also ensuring continued access for local businesses and 
emergency services. By working together, we can create solutions that 
are effective and result in low-traffic environments that contribute to 
healthier, more sustainable communities for everyone.

Figure 8.6  visualisation of active travel improvements in Whitchurch village.
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8.2.4  City Region Sustainable Transport Settlement

In July 2022, the West of England Combined Authority was awarded 
£540 million under the Department for Transport’s City Regional 
Sustainable Settlement Fund (CRSTS) to enhance sustainable transport 
in the region. This funding supports the development and delivery of 
the Bath to Bristol Strategic Corridor (BBSC) and Bath City Centre 
programmes, with all projects required to be completed by March 2027. 

Bristol to Bath Sustainable Transport Corridor

The vision for the Bristol to Bath Sustainable Corridor (BBSC) is……

“To connect new and existing communities 
along the A4 via sustainable modes of 
transport to places of employment, study and 
key services to enhance the lives of existing 
and future residents and those travelling to 
and along the corridor. This will be achieved

 by increasing the access to, attractiveness and 
availability of sustainable and active transport 
modes for those living, working and travelling 
through the area.”
The BBSC scheme focuses on improving access, reducing journey 
times and improving reliability for bus users, cyclists and pedestrians 
through the provision of:

	● A high-quality, high frequency bus service between Bath and Bristol
	● A continuous segregated cycling corridor between Bath and Bristol
	● Cycling and walking connections between local communities along 
the A4 between Bath and Bristol and the new bus service, and 
strategic cycling corridor

Following public consultation and the development of the Outline 
Business Case in 2024, the project has progressed to the Full 
Business Case and detailed design phase as of 2025. Another round 
of public consultation is scheduled for late 2025, with construction 
expected to be completed by March 2027. This comprehensive 
approach ensures that the BBSC will significantly improve transport 
options and connectivity in the region.
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Figure 8.8  Classified Walking and Wheeling Zones in 
Bath and North East Somerset

The walking and wheeling zones presented 
in Figure 8.7 (a larger version is provided in 
Appendix A) were developed following the 
Department for Transport’s LCWIP (Local 
Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan) 
technical guidance document. The walking 
and wheeling network map provides a high-
level overview of the walking and wheeling 
zones within the district that can be used 
for further investigation and development of 
walking and wheeling routes.

The study indicated a high number of walking 
and wheeling zones within Bath city centre, due 
to the substantial number of attractors within the 
area. Clusters of attractors can be seen within 
the central areas of the city and include shopping 
areas, transport hubs and sites of historical and 
cultural significance to name a few.

Keynsham and Midsomer Norton were seen to 
have two and three walking and wheeling zones 
respectively. This appears to be due to the large 
numbers of attractors clustered together in 
these communities including schools, industrial 
parks, high streets and leisure facilities. The 
south Bristol area also can be seen to have two 
walking and wheeling zones due to the number 
of attractors in the area.

Other areas outside of Bath City were 
identified as having one walking and wheeling 
zone including Batheaston, Combe Down, 
Saltford, Whitchurch, Timsbury, Paulton, 
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Farrington Gurney, Peasedown St John and Radstock. These 
communities predominantly had attractors relating to retail, high 
streets, leisure/sports facilities, supermarkets, green spaces and retail/
industrial parks. In these communities there was seen to be a reduced 
spread of attractors with many being clustered around the high street 
areas of the towns.

Detailed maps of the Classified Walking and Wheeling Zones can be 
found within Appendix A – Walking and Wheeling Zones.

8.4.3  Walking and wheeling tool box 

The core walking and wheeling zones are centred around a number 
of key attractors in an area which generates a large influx of people in 
these areas. Further study of these areas will aid in the identification 
of barriers and funnel routes (routes people are directed towards due 
to barriers in the area). Once these barrier and points of funnelling are 
identified, improvements to the core and outer walking and wheeling 
zones might include:

	● New walking and wheeling links;

	● Additional pedestrian crossings;

	● Improving existing pedestrian crossing facilities, e.g. crossing width, 
introducing refuges, reducing waiting times, and/or increasing 
crossing times;

	● Replacing broken/uneven/rocking paviours;

	● Resurfacing pavement;

	● Reducing noise by improving pavement and road surfaces;

	● Improving street lighting;

	● Providing CCTV security cameras;

	● Increasing pedestrian capacity (Pedestrian Comfort Levels) by 
widening footways and/or reallocation of carriageway space;

	● Removing street clutter and redundant signage;

	● Reducing traffic speeds, e.g. by introducing 20mph limits and 
providing traffic calming features;

	● Providing dropped kerbs and tactile paving;

	● Improving signage and wayfinding;

	● Tree planting in public spaces;

	● Improving planting, shade and shelter;

	● Improving seating facilities to enable people to rest;

	● Reduce junction radii to slow vehicles and reduce crossing distances;

	● Improvements to street drainage;

	● Reduction of larger, heavy vehicles in walking and wheeling zones;

	● Providing segregated cycling facilities for cyclists; and

	● General improvements to the public realm, encompassing some or 
all of the above.
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8.4.4  Cycle Routes

The West of England Regional Transport Model (WERTM) is a 
strategic transport model developed to support the evidence base 
for spatial strategies, major scheme business cases, other transport 
improvements and policy changes. The origin-destination data in 
WERTM has been developed using Mobile Phone Origin Destination 
(MPOD) data. The MPOD matrices include all trips starting in, ending 
in, or passing through the WECA Unitary Authorities (UAs) – Bristol 
City, South Gloucestershire, and B&NES; and North Somerset; plus a 
5-10km buffer around the outer boundary of these local authority areas. 
A strength of using WERTM for origin-destination data is that it includes 
all journey purposes instead of relying on Census data that focusses 
solely on journeys to work.

WERTM has been used to determine the most popular origins and 
destinations of journeys made within B&NES district and areas outside 
of the district including Bristol, Frome and Trowbridge. This has been 
undertaken using WERTM for the highway network for the 2042 
assessment year using both the AM and PM peak hours. 

Origin and destination data has been extracted from the West of 
England Regional Transport Model for the following areas, which are 
also illustrated in Figure 8.8:

1	 Trowbridge

2	 Frome

3	 Midsomer Norton and Farrington Gurney

4	 Timsbury and Paulton

5	 Radstock

6	 Peasedown St John

7	 Bath University

8	 Bath City

9	 Saltford

10	 Keynsham

11	 Whitchurch Village

12	 South Bristol

13	 East Bristol

14	 Bristol City Centre

15	 North Bristol

This origin-destination data has been used to determine the top 30 
origin-destination pairs based on the combined AM and PM peak 
demand for these routes. Where there were duplicate origin-destination 
pairs within the top 30, these were removed and resulted in 18 origin-
destination pairs to use for this assessment.
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The top 18 origin-destination pairs are set out 
below and shown in Figure 8.8:

1	 Bath City – East Bristol

2	 Bath City – Bath University

3	 Trowbridge – Bath City

4	 Keynsham – East Bristol

5	 Frome – Bath City

6	 Bath City – Keynsham

7	 North Bristol – Bath City

8	 Whitchurch Village – South Bristol

9	 North Bristol – Keynsham

10	 �Midsomer Norton and Farrington Gurney 
– Timsbury and Paulton

11	 �Radstock – Midsomer Norton and 
Farrington Gurney

12	 Timsbury and Paulton – Bath City

13	 Radstock – Bath City

14	 Bath City – South Bristol

15	 �Frome – Midsomer Norton and Farrington 
Gurney 

16	 �Keynsham - Midsomer Norton and 
Farrington Gurney 

17	 �Midsomer Norton and Farrington Gurney - 
Peasedown St John

18	 Radstock - Peasedown St John
Figure 8.9  Top 18 Origin-Destinations
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The development of the proposed cycle network has been carefully 
guided by insights derived from WERTM data, which provided a robust 
understanding of the potential demand for cycling in the area. This 
data-driven approach ensures the network is both responsive and 
strategic. To enhance the appeal and accessibility of cycling, a variety 
of route types have been thoughtfully proposed to connect the key 
origins and destinations identified in Figure 8.8.

These diverse route options are designed to cater to a broad 
spectrum of cyclists, accommodating varying levels of experience and 
preferences. Whether individuals are commuting to work, traveling 
to school, or enjoying leisure rides, the network aims to meet their 
unique needs. Recognising the importance of local context, additional 
routes have been incorporated based on in-depth local knowledge 
and collaborative discussions with key stakeholders. This inclusive 
approach not only enriches the network but also ensures it aligns with 
the aspirations and practical needs of the community, making cycling a 
more attractive and viable mode of transport for all.

Proposed cycle routes have been developed in accordance with cycle 
design guidance including ‘Cycle Infrastructure Design’ within LTN1/20 
and the Propensity to Cycle tool. This tool suggests potential cycle 
routes within Bath and North East Somerset using the following inputs:

	● Trip purpose – commuting or school trips;

	● Type of cycling – straight lines, fast routes, fast and quieter routes, 
route network; and

	● Scenario – Census 2011, government target, gender equality, go-
dutch and e-bikes.

Using the Propensity to Cycle tool has provided guidance on the 
different type of cycle routes which would meet the demand identified 
in Figure 8.8. 

https://www.pct.bike/m/?r=avon

