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Active Travel Masterplan

Executive Summary

We need to make walking, wheeling
and cycling the natural choice for a lot
more of our journeys. Currently, over a
third of car trips across Bath and North
East Somerset are less than 5km’.

The Active Travel Masterplan for Bath and
North East Somerset (B&NES) outlines an
ambitious vision to make walking, wheeling
and cycling the natural choice for a lot more of
our journeys. It forms a comprehensive plan
that sets out the existing and future network of
active travel infrastructure required to enable
and provide for sustainable and healthy

forms of transport, as well as addressing the
Climate Emergency, reducing inequalities,
improving air quality, tackling obesity and
reducing traffic congestion across Bath and
North East Somerset. The plan is for all types
of active travel whether it is for commuting,
leisure, business or everyday journeys such
as travelling to a local shop, school or doctor’s
surgery. Recognising that over a third of car
trips in B&NES are suitable for active travel,
the plan targets significant shifts toward
sustainable travel modes. This transformation
supports our Climate Emergency

commitments by improving connectivity and
enabling active travel to become a viable,
attractive and natural choice for more of our
trips thereby reducing dependency on cars.
The plan encompasses all forms of non-
motorised movement and aims to provide
the infrastructure and support needed to
make these options safe, accessible, and
convenient for everyone, including children,
the elderly, and individuals with disabilities.

The vision of the Masterplan is to create
well-connected, sustainable communities
with reduced reliance on cars, enabling
healthier and more accessible spaces. This
aligns with broader national goals, including
the UK’s “Gear Change” initiative, which
advocates for increased walking, wheeling
and cycling infrastructure. The plan’s goals
include reducing transport emissions,
improving public health through active travel,
and supporting economic growth by making
urban spaces more pleasant and accessible.

1 https://beta.bathnes.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Bath%20Report%20Aug%202020%20-%20Final%20edited.pdf
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Active Travel Masterplan

The plan identifies the benefits of active travel as a means to support
environmental, health, economic, and social goals. Active travel
provides a sustainable way to decarbonise our transport network

by shifting short journeys from cars to zero-emission modes like
walking, wheeling, and cycling. Health impacts are also significant,
with active travel helping to prevent chronic conditions and enhance
mental wellbeing. Economically, active travel boosts local business
revenue and yields a high return on investment, outperforming road
infrastructure spending. Socially, it enhances connectivity and inclusion
by offering an affordable travel option, reducing barriers for low-
income households, and improving access to essential services.

Bath & North East Somerset Council

It also identifies major barriers to active travel adoption in
B&NES, such as fragmented networks, narrow roadways,
topographical challenges, and limited funding. Addressing
these issues requires a cohesive approach, prioritising the
creation of safe and continuous routes, reallocating road
space, and promoting a supportive culture for active travel.
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The importance of walking,
wheeling and cycling,

Bold action is needed to help create the places we want to live

(14
We want - and need B and work — with better connected, healthier and more sustainable

or ‘active travel’ as an toseea step-change in communities.
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amsdrge;t; ter:::piftcr?:zlb © CYChng and walklng mn It will help deliver clean growth, by supporting local businesses, as
become increasingly the comlng years. The well astmaklng |tdm9tre2pleasant to move around and between our rural
apparent over recent years. Challenge 1S huge, but the 2arcas. lowns, andcity.
Within Bath and North ambition is clear. We have Based on the 2021 census data, 18% of trips to work made by
East Somerset, we need . . residents of Bath and North East Somerset are made on foot with 3%
to make walking, wheeling a unique opportunlty travelling on bike, 7% by public transport and 65% driving a car or
and cycling the natural to transform the role other private vehicle®.
choice for a lot more of our cycling and walking can i i
journeys. Increased active play in our transp ort What is Active Travel?
travel can help tackle some t d get Ensland The term “active travel” within the Active Travel Masterplan (the “Plan”)
of the biggest challenges Sys e_m’ ap ge Ilg” an refers to walking and cycling, as well as horse riding and wheeling
we face - improving air moving differently. which includes the many other modes of wheel-based travel that
quality, combatting climate enable and encourage a shift away from journeys being made by a

Gear Change — A Bold Vision for

change, improving health
Cycling (2020)

and wellbeing, addressing
inequalities, and tackling
congestion on our roads.

private car. Active travel therefore encompasses all the various ways of
travelling shown in Figure 1.1 below.

Adapted Cycles Cycles Push chairs e cycles Wheel chairs e cargo bikes Walking Mobility Push Horse Riding
Scooters  Scooters

Figure 1.1 Active Travel Modes

2 https://beta.bathnes.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Bath Report Aug 2020 - Final edited.pdf
3 The 2021 Census Data was collected during the lockdowns caused by the global pandemic. Consequently, we have excluded individuals working from home and included

only those commuting to work




