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Annex 2 - Context

A conservation area is designated under the provisions of Section 
69 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 
1990 and is defined as ‘an area of special architectural or historic 
interest, the character or appearance of which it is desirable to 
preserve or enhance’. The quality and interest of the area as a 
whole, rather than individual buildings, is the main consideration 
when designating such areas. 

Section 71 of the Act requires the local planning authority to 
periodically formulate and publish proposals for the preservation 
and enhancement of conservation areas within the district. Section 
72 requires that in considering applications for development in a 
conservation area, attention shall be paid to the desirability of 
conserving or enhancing the character of that area. 

Conservation area appraisals are considered by Historic England 
to be vital to the conservation of these special areas. More detailed 
policies are to be found in the Bath and North East Somerset Core 
Strategy and Placemaking Plan.
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