
 

 

 

ODD DOWN PLAYING FIELDS NEWSLETTER 

NOVEMBER 2014 

Welcome to the first newsletter from the team working at Odd Down Playing Fields. 

 

 Pavilion Construction 

The pavilion has been the topic of much conversation for our visitors over the past few weeks, especially 

with the roof now in place.  We can confirm that once completed, the building will house: 

 

 4 x 16 Person changing rooms 

 4 x 20 person changing rooms 

 Changing for officials and for disabled users 

 1 x Café  

 1 x Multi-purpose Community room 

 Outdoor veranda with seating area 

 Cycle work shop 

The completion date is set for the spring of 2015.   

 

 



Grass Playing Fields 

With the building of the cycle circuit and now the 3G astro, we recognise that this has impacted on the 

habits of those who have used the site regularly in the past.  We hope to offer the community a site that 

will be a central venue for all to meet and enjoy participation in a range of activities, therefore we are in a 

transition phase in turning the facilities around so that they can be enjoyed by all.   

The grass playing areas in particular are undergoing major grounds maintenance work which will 

eventually lead to the rotation of 10 rugby and football pitches as well as 1 cricket square 3 non-turf 

wickets.  The new moveable goals allow us to look after the grass with greater flexibility, and in accordance 

with governing body regulations we are roping off spectator areas for when matches have been booked. 

To accommodate the walking of dogs on site, we are requesting that dog owners use the perimeter of the 

pitches so that we can maintain not just the performance standard of the pitches, but with increased usage 

of the site by schools and junior clubs, we need to ensure that the pitches remain safe and free of ‘debris.’  

Similarly, we would like to urge teams using the site to clear away any litter they may bring on to the grass. 

To accommodate greater usage on the site, we are in the process of installing more bins; these should be 

in place by the new year. 

 

 Parking provision 

Thank you to all those users who are co-operating with us to make the most of our space whilst the 

construction of the new pavilion reaches its next phase.  We have received planning permission for the 

current allocation of parking on site and have hosted numerous events recently without any issues.  

Nevertheless we would like to encourage users to seek other forms of transport if possible.  Certainly, 

those arriving on site should not park on the grassy side of Chelwood Drive.  

For major events when the car park will be full, we are asking users to use St Martin’s Garden Primary 

School or the Odd Down Park & Ride is also an option.  

 

 Primary School Festival 

20 primary schools from across Bath and North East Somerset took part in the annual 7-a-side football 

competition last Thursday. It was the first time that the event had been held on the Odd Down Playing 

Fields and the occasion was enjoyed by both players and their parents.  The final was contested by Saltford 

Primary and Widcombe juniors, the latter winning the title.   The competition was officiated by members 

of year 10 from Beechen Cliff School as part of their sports leaders programme.  The girls’ competition will 

take place on the astro in two weeks’ time. 

 

 

 

 



 

 The staff 

The site is being manned and managed from 0900 until 2200 week days and 0800 – 1900 on weekends.  If 

you need any information or have any queries then please feel free to approach our grounds’ staff Dave 

and Gary, or our duty staff James and Jamie. 

 

Half term fun day 

The 1st half term since the opening of the 3G saw the Bath & Wiltshire School Sport Trust host 2 days of 

football coaching for local children.  150 young enthusiasts turned up to enjoy coaching and a festival 

which lasted the whole day. 

The Council’s Tryactive programme run by the council also ran its own course for children on the Thursday 

with much positive feedback from its participants.  We hope to increase opportunities for the next school 

holidays. 

 

 

 Master’s League 

Odd Down Playing Fields will be hosting a new ‘Masters’ 5-a-side football league on the 3G pitch to begin 
on Sunday evenings.  If you would like to enter a team, then please contact James on 
jame_payne@bathnes.gov.uk  
 
WHEN  Every Sunday between 17:00 and 19:00 
WHO  Over 35s 
WHERE Odd Down Playing Fields 3G Astro Pitch 
COST  NO joining fee, £27 per match which is payable on the evening 
LEAGUE 10 teams max, cash prizes to the top 2 teams 
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 Upcoming events 

 5km Hope 4 Harmonie Run – Sunday 30th November on the cycle circuit 

 Cyclo-Cross – Sunday 4 January  2015 on the Cycle Circuit and BMX Track 

 

 

Mash Up! 

On those occasions when there are no bookings on the 3G, we welcome individuals to turn up and play.  All 

you have to do is sign a form, pay £1 and make sure you have the correct footwear (moulded boots or 

astro trainers).  You can register with the person on duty in the portacabin which is adjacent to the astro 

pitch. 

 

 Contact Us 

If you are interested in hiring Odd Down Playing Fields, please contact Bath and North East Somerset 

Council, Active Lifestyles and Health Improvement Team on 01225 396429 or email:  

getactive@bathnes.gov.uk 

Staff on site can be contacted on 07530 263580 

 

Feedback 

We welcome your feedback and comments in relation to Odd Down Playing Fields and suggestions for the 

types of sporting activities you would like to see taking place.  Certainly, when the new community room is 

open in the Spring, we would love to hear your suggestions as to what activities you would like to see, from 

tea dances to pilates to pre-school physical activity opportunities. 


