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Equality Impact Assessment / Equality Analysis
	Title of service or policy 


	Provision of Overnight Waiting Restrictions at Mead Lane, Saltford.

	Name of directorate and service


	Place - Highways & Traffic

	Name and role of officers completing the EIA


	Paul Garrod, Traffic Management & Network Manager
Cleo Newcombe-Jones, Environment & Design Project Co-ordinator

Louise Murphy, Corporate Equalities Officer

	Date of assessment 


	08/08/2017


Equality Impact Assessment (or ‘Equality Analysis’) is a process of systematically analyzing a new or existing policy or service to identify what impact or likely impact it will have on different groups within the community.  The primary concern is to identify any discriminatory or negative consequences for a particular group or sector of the community.  Equality impact Assessments (EIAs) can be carried out in relation to service delivery as well as employment policies and strategies.

This toolkit has been developed to use as a framework when carrying out an Equality Impact Assessment (EIA) or Equality Analysis on a policy, service or function.  It is intended that this is used as a working document throughout the process, with a final version including the action plan section being published on the Council’s and NHS Bath and North East Somerset’s websites.
	1. 
	Identify the aims of the policy or service and how it is implemented.

	
	Key questions
	Answers / Notes

	1.1
	Briefly describe purpose of the service/policy including

· How the service/policy is delivered and by whom

· If responsibility for its implementation is shared with other departments or organisations

· Intended outcomes 


	A Mooring Trial is underway on the River Avon Mead Lane (Nov 2016-Oct 2017), with visitor moorings being provided for 48 hour and 14 day mooring. As part of this trial advisory white lines were installed along the lane to discourage vehicles parking opposite driveways (Nov 2016).

A further request has been received from residents of the houses on Mead Lane to restrict overnight parking of vehicles at Mead Lane. The reason this restriction has been requested is that it will deter anti-social behaviour caused by overnight parking (based on anecdotal reports by residents that there are people sleeping in cars). 

	1.2
	Provide brief details of the scope of the policy or service being reviewed, for example:

· Is it a new service/policy or review of an existing one?  

· Is it a national requirement?
· How much room for review is there?


	The proposed restriction will take the form of a single yellow line and road signs indicating the restriction to be No Waiting between the hours of 01:00 and 08:00 daily.
The duration of the restriction and the implementation of the restriction can be determined by the Highway Authority via the Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) process.

	1.3
	Do the aims of this policy link to or conflict with any other policies of the Council?


	TROs are implemented based on enabling highways legislation. 
The aims of this could be viewed as conflicting with the Mead Lane Mooring Trial which began in December 2016, and is due to run until 1st October 2017.  The trial comprises both of 48 hour and 14 day mooring durations, marked out by new mooring information posts.  New road markings have also been applied along Mead Lane to discourage parking opposite residential and business gateways.  Consultation comments and equalities impacts are taken into account as part of this process. 


	2. Consideration of available data, research and information



	Monitoring data and other information should be used to help you analyse whether you are delivering a fair and equal service.  Please consider the availability of the following as potential sources: 

· Demographic data and other statistics, including census findings

· Recent research findings (local and national)
· Results from consultation or engagement you have undertaken 
· Service user monitoring data (including ethnicity, gender, disability, religion/belief, sexual orientation and age) 

· Information from relevant groups or agencies, for example trade unions and voluntary/community organisations

· Analysis of records of enquiries about your service, or complaints or compliments about them 

· Recommendations of external inspections or audit report.


	
	Key questions
	Data, research and information that you can refer to 

	2.1
	What is the equalities profile of the team delivering the service/policy? 


	The team is diverse in terms of age, gender, ethnicity and sexual orientation. .


	2.2
	What equalities training has staff received?


	Some of the staff have undertaken equalities training.


	2.3
	What is the equalities profile of service users?  

	In this case the service users are the general public, some of whom are boat dwellers and others using boats to travel along the River Avon.


	2.4
	What other data do you have in terms of service users or staff? (e.g. results of customer satisfaction surveys, consultation findings). Are there any gaps? 


	None.

	2.5
	What engagement or consultation has been undertaken as part of this EIA and with whom?

What were the results?


	Informal consultation and discussion has been undertaken as part of the mooring trial and early discussions of a TRO took place in 2015-16 with the boating community, the River Avon Users Consultative Committee, Saltford Parish Council and local residents of Mead Lane.

Those boaters using the moorings are strongly opposed to the TRO to restrict overnight parking, as those with cars will need to find alternative parking arrangements further away. Those with young children and mobility issues will be most affected.

Saltford Parish Council and local residents of Mead Lane houses are supportive of an overnight parking ban as they consider this will help

reduce perceived anti-social behaviour. 

The Avon & Somerset Police were also involved during 2016 after complaints were triggered by those using the (at that time unofficial) moorings were being harassed.  



	2.6
	If you are planning to undertake any consultation in the future regarding this service or policy, how will you include equalities considerations within this?

	Statutory Notification with regard to the proposed waiting restriction will be advertised to the public for a period of 21 days. It will detail the legal proposal only. Persons are welcome to lodge objections if they feel there is an equalities issue to be addressed and the Council is mandated to consider such objections.


	3. Assessment of impact: ‘Equality analysis’


	
	Based upon any data you have considered, or the results of consultation or research, use the spaces below to demonstrate you have analysed how the service or policy:
· Meets any particular needs of equalities groups or helps promote equality in some way.  
· Could have a negative or adverse impact for any of the equalities groups  


	
	
	Examples of what the service has done to promote equality


	Examples of actual or potential negative or adverse impact and what steps have been or could be taken to address this


	3.1
	Gender - identify the impact/potential impact of the policy on women and men.  

	The proposal relates to drivers of vehicles and users of boats, so is non-specific in terms of gender or other equalities groups. 
	As the lane and surrounding area are unlit, those using the moorings would need to park elsewhere in Saltford village. This may have the unintended consequence of deterring use of the moorings; this may impact more on women, who may be less likely to walk through unlit areas at night.


	3.2
	Pregnancy and maternity -


	As above
	N/A

	3.3
	Transgender - identify the impact/potential impact of the policy on transgender people.

	As above


	N/A

	3.4
	Disability - identify the impact/potential impact of the policy on disabled people (ensure consideration both physical and mental impairments).

	Disabled drivers might be affected if they are visiting the boats and have to remove their vehicles to another overnight parking place during the restricted hours, on the assumption that they are staying overnight. This also applies to able bodied drivers who will also have to remove their vehicles during the restricted hours. 

	The impact of the proposal on those with mobility issues was raised in earlier consultations. While disabled drivers will be able to use their blue badges to park on the yellow lines for up to 3 hours, in accordance with national law, they will not be able to park near the moorings overnight. Disabled drivers who hold a Blue badge will experience a lot of difficulty if they are not able to park nearby (as only those with severe mobility impairment qualify for a Blue Badge).  There may also be other disabled people who do not hold a Blue Badge but cannot walk far – again, this TRO will impact adversely upon them, if they can’t park close to their mooring.       


	3.5
	Age - identify the impact/potential impact of the policy on different age groups.

	The proposal relates to drivers of vehicles and users of boats, so is non-specific in terms of age or other equalities groups.
	Those using the moorings with young children or babies, are likely to be more adversely affected by this proposal, as they will not be able to leave their vehicle close to the moorings overnight. They will need to park further away, and walk to the moorings.
Similarly older people with mobility issues may be adversely affected as they will need to park further away from their moorings.



	3.6
	Sexual orientation - identify the impact/potential impact of the policy on lesbians, gay, bisexual & heterosexual people.


	As above.
	N/A

	3.7
	Marriage and civil partnership - does the policy/strategy treat married and civil partnered people equally?


	As above.

	N/A

	3.8
	Religion/belief - identify the impact/potential impact of the policy on people of different religious/faith groups and also upon those with no religion.


	As above.
	N/A

	3.9
	Socio-economically disadvantaged - identify the impact on people who are disadvantaged due to factors like family background, educational attainment, neighbourhood, employment status can influence life chances.


	As above.
	N/A

	3.10
	Rural communities - identify the impact / potential impact on people living in rural communities.


	As above.

	N/A

	3.11
	Boat dwellers - identify the impact/potential impact on boat dwellers 


	The proposal will have an impact on boat dwellers (continuous cruisers on the waterways network) as well as tourists using the moorings at Mead Lane.
	Boat dwellers with a continuous cruising licence must move every 14 days (unless extenuating circumstances arise). The moorings at Mead Lane make up part of the local mooring network and some of those using the moorings will have a car to enable them to get to work/school/GP etc. An overnight parking ban will impact on those using the moorings. Alternative parking arrangements in Saltford will need to be used. Unrestricted on-street parking can be found in Saltford village, although this is further away from these moorings.




4. Bath and North East Somerset Council & NHS B&NES
Equality Impact Assessment Improvement Plan

Please list actions that you plan to take as a result of this assessment.  These actions should be based upon the analysis of data and engagement, any gaps in the data you have identified, and any steps you will be taking to address any negative impacts or remove barriers. The actions need to be built into your service planning framework.  Actions / targets should be measurable, achievable, realistic and time framed.
	Issues identified
	Actions required
	Progress milestones
	Officer responsible
	By when

	 Overnight parking restriction will mainly  impact on boat dwellers using the moorings
	Alternative parking arrangements will need to be used in Saltford village – on-street parking nearby is currently unrestricted.
	Review TRO consultation responses
	
	

	Potential impact on disability groups, particularly those with mobility issues.
	Difficult to mitigate. Potential exemptions for those with disabled people could be sought.
	Review TRO consultation responses
	Highways
	

	Potential impact on children and older people.
	Difficult to mitigate.
	Review TRO consultation responses
	
	

	Potential impact on women
	Difficult to mitigate.
	Review TRO consultation responses
	
	


5. Sign off and publishing
Once you have completed this form, it needs to be ‘approved’ by your Divisional Director or their nominated officer.  Following this sign off, send a copy to the Equalities Team (equality@bathnes.gov.uk), who will publish it on the Council’s and/or NHS B&NES’ website.  Keep a copy for your own records.
Signed off by:








(Divisional Director or nominated senior officer)
Date:
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