
Bath & North East Somerset - Local Safeguarding Adults Board 

KEY MESSAGES FROM THE CHAIR 

SEPTEMBER 2014 

 

Main item 

 The Board had an excellent presentation from Juliette Parsons with Matt Iddon 

on work carried out to identify the gaps in awareness of domestic abuse and of 

the MARAC. This came from a serious case review which pointed out gaps 

between safeguarding and domestic abuse. It was agreed that the results of this 

project would feed into training and into raising staff awareness and that this work 

would be shared with the LSCB (Local Safeguarding Children’s Board) and the 

B&NES Responsible Authorities Group (RAG - Community Safety Partnership). 

 

At the same time Matt Iddon told us about changes that were taking place in 

Avon & Somerset Constabulary, where some local staff are being moved into 

similar functions based at Police Headquarters. This will take some people away 

from supporting the MARAC, highlighting the need for this to be funded. 

Quick notes: 

 LSAB Risk Register: Mick Dixon has worked on the risk register and this is now 

starting to look really useful. 

 

 MASH: The work on the multi-agency safeguarding hub is continuing and there is 

a workshop tomorrow (Thurs 4th Sept) to look at the local issues that need to be 

included and what is happening nationally. This will lead to a paper in October 

which will come to the December LSAB. 

 

 Making Safeguarding Personal: B&NES will be taking part in the next phase and 

this is a positive opportunity to look at keeping people at the centre of their care 

and of safeguarding. 

 

 B&NES Council Safeguarding Re-Structuring: Structural changes within B&NES 

Safeguarding were discussed, including any possible risks they might pose. The 

moves to link adult and children’s safeguarding were welcomed. There was 

concern over the possible time-scale as the Board has lost 50% of the support 

function it has received from the commissioning team. In the short to medium 

term there will be a gap until permanent posts can be filled. In the meantime work 

is pressing on to seek funding for a business manager to work across both 

Boards. 
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 LSAB Draft Annual Report: The draft annual report was agreed. It shows the 

huge volume of work that Board members and partners carried out last year. It is 

also a very useful paper to read for its general description of key policy and 

practice issues in adult safeguarding. The Board discussed how possible it was 

to maintain this volume of work while resources are being lost and there was 

general agreement that members need to be tougher about making clearer 

priorities that are achievable. 

 

The next B&NES LSAB is on: Mon 1st December 2014 

 

Robin Cowen, Independent Chair, B&NES LSAB 

03.09.14 


