
Bath and North East Somerset Local Safeguarding Adults Board 

Feedback from the meeting held on 25th June 2013 

 

 We had a busy meeting with a packed agenda and good attendance. The Board 

welcomed new members from Avon and Wiltshire Partnership (AWP), Age Concern, 

NHS England and Fire and Rescue. We were also pleased to welcome Jo Farrar, Chief 

Executive of B&NES Council, as an observer. 

 

 The sub-groups reported back on their work through the Board’s business plan. This can 

be accessed on the B&NES Council website. Sub-group members are continuing to 

deliver a huge amount of work at a time of great pressure.  The Board is keen to ensure 

that work-plans are realistic and that groups set goals that can be achieved. Attendance 

at the Quality Audit and Training sub-groups has been slim in recent months. We are 

keen to get good support for these important activities – please help if you can. (Contact 

- Clare Tozer on 01225 477810 for details).  

 

 The Board discussed connections with the Children’s Safeguarding Board, which we are 

keen to develop further and we heard feedback on the responses that are taking place 

locally to the Francis Report on Mid Staffs. 

 

 The Chair’s report covered the intention to look at the feasibility of working towards a 

Multi-Agency Safeguarding Hub for adults and children. This model is developing in 

some areas and may be helpful in B&NES as a means of improving joint working and 

responding to some of the problems that have been found in recent serious case 

reviews. The report also focused on issues raised in the Board’s recent self-assessment, 

which has provided some helpful and important challenges to the Board. This will be 

looked at in more detail at the planned away-day on November 8th, as well as 

commissioning and the main session looking at managing risk at a time of pressure. The 

Board is keen to include a wider group at this session to ensure that there are practical 

as well as strategic outcomes. 

 

 The updated Multi-Agency Safeguarding Adults Policy was presented and approved. 

This is a major document with an enormous range of information and guidance. The 

Board was keen to ensure that agencies used it well and, when it is launched, agencies 

will be asked how they intend to use it and to report back on its effectiveness and use.  

 

 The service user questionnaire, which has been completed with people experiencing 

safeguarding, was presented. This showed that their experience of the intervention by 

Sirona staff has been very positive. Numbers remain low and work is continuing to 

improve this and to simplify the process if possible.  AWP staff will introduce the same 

process this year. 

 

 Two national documents were discussed: the ADASS/LGA safeguarding advice to 

directors of adult social services and the Government’s statement on adult safeguarding. 

They can be found through the links below. 

http://www.adass.org.uk/images/stories/Policy%20Networks/Safeguarding_Adults/Key_Docu

ments/LGA%20ADASS_SafeguardingAdviceAndGuidanceToDASS_Mar13.pdf 

http://www.adass.org.uk/images/stories/Policy%20Networks/Safeguarding_Adults/Key_Documents/LGA%20ADASS_SafeguardingAdviceAndGuidanceToDASS_Mar13.pdf
http://www.adass.org.uk/images/stories/Policy%20Networks/Safeguarding_Adults/Key_Documents/LGA%20ADASS_SafeguardingAdviceAndGuidanceToDASS_Mar13.pdf
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https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/197402/State

ment_of_Gov_Policy.pdf 

 An early version of the Board’s annual report was presented. This still needs some more 

feedback from partners before being finalised. It will go to the Health and Well-Being 

Board, Overview & Scrutiny and Cabinet. It shows the remarkable amount of work that 

has been achieved over the last year by Board members, sub-group members and 

partners. This is really extraordinary, especially in the current climate, and is much 

appreciated. The report also reminds us that demand for safeguarding is increasing all 

the time.  

 

 The recent serious case review Executive Summary was approved. This will go on to the 

B&NES Council website in approximately two weeks. The action plan for the review was 

agreed, allowing for two final amendments. The Chair will lead a task group to monitor 

this work. 

 

 The Board had a very helpful presentation from colleagues in B&NES Council, the CAB 

and CURO on the possible implications of the current welfare reforms. We are keen to 

keep in close touch with this agenda in order to understand how it might impact on 

safeguarding activity. There are potential issues for training, for early detection and 

prevention and for raising the profile of financial abuse. The Board and partners will keep 

this agenda in close view. 

 

 Avon and Somerset Police briefed the Board on changes to their structure. There are 

now x3 Districts as follows:-  

 

o Bristol: District Commander, Chief Superintendent Jonathan Stratford 

o Somerset: District Commander, Chief Superintendent Nikki Watson 

o B&NES & South Gloucestershire: District Commander, Chief Superintendent 

Geoff Spicer 

 

 The Public Protection Units remain the same. 

 

 

 

 

Date of next LSAB meeting: Tues 1st October 2013 at Curo Group offices, The 

Maltings, Lower Bristol Road, Bath. BA2  

 

 

Robin Cowen - Independent Chair, B&NES LSAB  (June 2013) 
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