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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS:

What is Policy Development and Scrutiny?


Policy Development and Scrutiny (also known as Overview & Scrutiny) Panels consist of Councillors and some co-optees, as a type of council “watchdog”, to review and scrutinise both the Council and other organisations’ work and service delivery.  They examine issues that impact on the local community, and have specific duties for health and community safety. Their aims are:
· To hold the Cabinet and officers to account

· To ensure that Council services provide good value

· To review and investigate issues that impact on the lives of residents in Bath and North East Somerset
· To promote issues which are relevant to local people and actively involve them in the scrutiny process
What do Policy Development and Scrutiny Panels do?

A work plan is agreed by each panel focusing on areas of service delivery (sometimes joint panels can be set up to carry out work).  Panels can also ask other public bodies to account for their actions.
When choosing issues to investigate in depth, panels look for subjects where their recommendations could make real improvements for the local community.  These investigations will be carried out through an established project managed review process, usually over several months, including a variety of research and consultation activities.  Or they may be conducted as a shorter inquiry, known as a Scrutiny Inquiry Day. 

What else are Panels responsible for? 

Policy Development and Scrutiny has a number of statutory (legal) obligations for the following responsibilities:

· “Call in” – If ten or more councillors do not agree with a decision made by a Cabinet Member (but not yet actioned), they can request that it is “called in” to be re-examined, which will trigger a special Panel “call in” meeting to examine the issue. 

· Health –Policy Development and Scrutiny has a key role in overseeing local health services, particularly where a service is to be changed.  

· Community Safety - Policy Development and Scrutiny examines how well the Community Safety Strategy is delivered by local organisations, such as the Police and Fire Authorities, the Council, and the Youth Offending Team. 

· Water management/flooding - a Panel will carry out regular scrutiny of the Council’s approach to water management, particularly its approach to areas at risk of flooding. 

· Councillor Call for Action – if a Councillor has been unable to resolve an issue by any other route, they can request that a Policy Development and Scrutiny Panel looks into the matter. 

What doesn’t Policy Development and Scrutiny do?

· Make decisions about Council policies and services. Panels can only make recommendations to the Cabinet or Council;

· Deal with individual queries or complaints.  These should be pursued through Council Connect, or the Complaints and Customer Feedback service;

· The Panels cannot investigate regulatory or ‘quasi-judicial’ decisions, such as planning or licensing decisions.
How can members of the public be involved?

· Attending public meetings of Policy Development and Scrutiny Panels

· Suggesting a topic for a scrutiny review, or being involved in its consultation activities
· Giving evidence to a panel

· Sending in comments about any of the panels’ work or investigations being undertaken to

· scrutiny@bathnes.gov.uk
What are Policy Development and Scrutiny meetings like?

Panels meet on a bi-monthly basis, daytime or evenings, usually for about 2-3 hours.  Meetings have a formal structure, but are run in an informal, accessible way with free and open discussion.  The agenda and reports for a meeting are published about a week before and are available at www.bathnes.gov.uk (in the “Your Council” section) and also at the Council’s public information points.
Where to find out more

You can find out more about Policy Development and Scrutiny in Bath and North East Somerset Council, at www.bathnes.gov.uk/scrutiny or contact:

Policy Development and Scrutiny Team:  01225 396053
Democratic Services Team:  01225 394435 
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