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Alexandra Park ecological management site visit report and 
management recommendations  
 
Site visit: 8/01/15 
Report prepared by Paul Pearce. Projects Officer Bath and 
North East Somerset Council 
 
General Character: Alexandra Park is characterised by a typical, parkland 
landscape of large, well established trees (predominantly Fagus and Platanus 
species) over short grass. Many of the trees are well established and offer 
good feeding and roosting habitat for song birds; and good numbers of 
common songbirds were seen amongst these trees on the day of the visit. As 
these trees mature, they will also begin to provide habitats for a range of 
invertebrates and ultimately for bats. However, being a formally landscaped 
park, the site lacks many of the structures and features which promote good 
biodiversity in more natural habitats (shrubs, water, long grass, uneven 
ground, dead wood). Being close to Beechen Cliff woodlands, the site would 
appear to be visited by some wildlife (in particular birds), but it is probable that 
these species are living more permanently in the nearby woodlands. 
 
Much of the grassland across the site is an improved, amenity grass sward, 
which is well established and has very limited plant species diversity. 
Converting this to flower-rich grassland or hay meadow would therefore be 
challenging, and leaving the grass to grow longer may result in the growth of 
rank grass and weedy species such as Daisy (Bellis perennis), Dandelion 
(Taraxacum officinale) and Docks (Rumex spp). However, there is real scope 
to experiment. Beyond the creation of specific areas of perennial wildflower 
meadow, areas of longer grass could be created in patches across the site, 
confined to those areas on the outer ring of the site; or alternatively confined 
only to the inner circle of the site. An experimental approach should be 
encouraged and the results monitored during the first few years.  
 
Any changes to the management of the site should not compromise its overall 
design as a formal, well managed park; and yet there is scope to design more 
sensitive management into the site, to create a visually more interesting 
space and to make it more attractive to wildlife. Opportunities to soften 
management at the edges (particularly in locations SG 5 and 7) should be 
sought and where possible the creation of new habitats (such as shrubs, log 
piles and flower rich areas) would help to make the site more ‘permeable’ to 
wildlife and would help additional seasonal interest from the berries and 
flowers associated with new shrubs. 
 
Alexandra Park has a very active friends group which has done some 
excellent work engaging the community in activities to improve the 
management of the site; has helped improve biodiversity and visual interest 
(particularly through the creation of wildflower areas)and has supported the 
council with work to produce a management plan for the site. Their efforts 
should be applauded and supported.  
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For the purposes of this survey, the site was divided into 8 different areas and 
a map showing the location of these can be found on page 7. 
 
1. Amenity grassland (AG) 1:  
 
An area of short grass with large, well established trees. An annual cornfield 
‘wildflower’ border has been created between the entrance and the toilets and 
this was relatively successful in 2014. This initiative can be repeated in 2015; 
and consideration should be given by widening the border to 2-3m along the 
existing length. 
 
This area is bounded to the northwest by a privet hedge along the public 
footpath. This has limited value to wildlife - given its intensive management, 
and height and shape.  
 
Recommendations:  

I. There is limited scope to improve the biodiversity of these areas 
without significantly changing the landscape character. Improved 
landscaped interest and some biodiversity enhancements could be 
achieved by widening the privet boundary hedge in places with new, 
native shrubs such as dogwood (Cornus sanguinea), Guelder rose 
(Viburnum opulus), hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna) and Dog rose 
(Rosa canina): potentially in new borders. These would provide cover 
and food (berries and insects) for songbirds and small mammals 
(Consider in Spring 2016) 

II. Retain the existing ‘wildflower annual border and widen if possible. 
When possible replace annual mixture with a perennial wildlife-
attracting seed mixture. 

 

2. Amenity grassland (AG) 2:  
 
Short grass with large, established trees: Again an area with short grass and 
large, well established trees. Close to the road a number of large beech trees 
casts a significant shade on the under-storey, and in places foot traffic has 
further damaged the grass sward. This area is bounded to the north by a low 
privet hedge which has gaps in places. Visitors to the park appear to be using 
these gaps to access the boundary path leading to desire lines and damages 
to the grass sward in places. 
  
Recommendations:  

I. The low privet hedge is severely degraded in places and appears to be 
encouraging desire lines to form at pinch points – leading to muddy 
areas. Given its height, management and proximity to the footpath, 
again this offers limited biodiversity benefits, and besides being a 
landscape feature contiguous with boundary privet hedges elsewhere, 
there is no reason why it should not be removed.  

II. Where suitable, introduce ‘island’ shrub beds (with wildlife-friendly 
shrubs) or create new ‘wildflower borders – extending that created by 
the Friends group. 
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3. Amenity grassland (AG) 3:  
 
Short grass on a shallow bank facing north towards Bath and the boundary 
with Beechen Cliff woodlands. This area is the location for a popular viewpoint 
looking north across the Bath skyline 
 
Recommendations:  

I. This is a well-used area because of the viewpoint and as such is 
probably unsuitable for a relaxed grass mowing regime.  

II. However, the location (and the resulting biodiversity) could be 
enhanced by planting flowering annuals (such as a pictorial meadow 
mixture) in this area. Consider creating a new annual border in this 
area in spring 2016 

 
4. Amenity grassland (AG) 4:   
 
Again an area of short grass with large, well established trees along the road 
and bounded to the east by the Lyncombe Hill allotments. The allotment 
boundary is defined by a well-maintained privet hedge.  In the south east 
corner of this area is a stand of tall pines with some large ornamental shrubs. 
Maintenance is less intensive in this corner and there are some areas of 
longer grass and the growth of invasive colonists such as bramble and 
Rosebay willowherb (Chamerion angustifolium). 
 
Recommendations:  

I. This appears to be a less well used area of the site and as such is 
suitable for a less intensive maintenance. There is scope to reduce the 
mowing regime in these areas – for instance by creating a longer grass 
buffer (3m wide) along the boundary of the privet hedge or by creating 
areas of longer grass between the pine stand and the road (see Figure 
1 on page 5). Alternatively, the boundary hedge can be enhanced by 
planting native shrubs dogwood, guelder rose, buckthorn and dog rose 
which will provide habitats for birds and small mammals and provide 
colour and visual interest.  

II. As with similar habitat in AG6, the less disturbed nature of this area – 
particularly amongst the stand of pine trees - makes it more suitable for 
a wildlife-friendly management regime. The habitat could be improved 
with log piles or stumperies and through longer grass and the planting 
of native shrubs. The tall pine trees in this area could also provide good 
locations for bat boxes.   

III. Consider opportunities for enhanced shrub planting along the allotment 
boundary hedge as per recommendations for AG1- plant low growing 
shrubs to prevent views across Lycombe vale from being compromised 
(Spring 2016) 

 
5. Amenity grassland (AG) 5:  
 
An area of short grass and tall, well-established trees. Being roughly south-
facing, this area would be more suitable for longer grass – although this would 
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be something of an experiment – given the shade cast by large beech trees. 
Over time, a more relaxed maintenance could lead to a more interesting 
grassland or potentially more colonist woodland species such as Cow parsley 
(Anthriscus sylvestris). Adjacent to the petanque terrain is a sunken area 
which was damp on the date of visiting (see Figure 2 on page 6). Provided 
this area stayed damp during the summer months, and given an appetite for 
enhancement, this could be converted to a shallow pond or bog area with 
large riparian species of herbaceous plants and shrubs – such as Gunnera 
manicata or Pendulous sedge (Carex pendula). This would no doubt improve 
the biodiversity of the area, and more significantly would create an attractive 
landscape feature. 
 
Recommendations: 

I. Friends Group to visit a similar bog garden or pond in another of Bath’s 
public parks to consider the suitability of such a feature in Alexandra 
Park and report back to council officers 

 

6. Amenity grassland (AG) 6:  
 
This area of short grass and large trees at the edge of the road gives way to a 
stand of tall pines (see Figure 3 on page 7) where the mowing regimes has 
been relaxed and some early woodland colonist plant species have become 
established: Cow parsley (Anthriscus sylvestris), Wood avens (Geum 
urbanum), Cleavers (Galium aparine). The area also appears to have been 
planted with snowdrop bulbs and an open-fronted bird box has been installed 
in one of the trees. There were a number of grey squirrels amongst the pine 
trees on the day of the site visit.   
 
Recommendations:  
 
The area amongst the pine trees appears to have become the park’s de facto 
wildlife area and along with a similar corner of AG5, these areas would appear 
to be the most suitable in the park for such a management ethos.  
 

I. A buffer of longer grass (mowed 2-3 times per year) could be created 
from the edge of the pines trees to extend its value to wildlife and could 
surround a patch of newly planted trees.  

II. Again this area would be suitable for log piles and ‘stumperies’, and the 
trees: ideal locations for bat boxes. 

 

7. Amenity grassland (AG) 7:  
 
The central area of the park is dominated by open vistas of short grass with 
large standard trees, with two central islands which are home to the bowling 
club and a children’s playground. This area provides some of the sunniest 
areas of grass in the park and the most suitable locations for flower-rich 
grassland. This would best be achieved by creating specifically large patches 
(80m2) of grassland managed as perennial hay meadow, but there are a 
range of other options for improving the biodiversity and reducing the intensity 
of maintenance. Longer grass could be allowed to grow throughout this area 
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with a cut twice/three times per year and bulbs/spring grassland flowers (such 
as primrose and cowslip) planted. Under this regimes, single paths and large 
‘picnic areas’ could be cut through areas of longer grass to encourage visitors 
to continue to use the space as before.  
 
Alternatively, longer grass buffer areas (cut twice/three times per year) could 
be created as concentric circles around trees or as 3m wide strips around the 
boundaries of the bowling club hedge and the play area; and the rest of the 
area could continue to be maintained as short grass.  
 
As suggested in areas AG1 and AG4, the sterile and unattractive privet hedge 
which bounds the bowling green (see Figure 4 on page 6) could be enhanced 
with new plantings of native shrubs – either as individual standard plants or in 
small borders. This would provide habitat and cover for birds. 
 
Addendum (March 2015):  a single specimen of the calcareous grassland 
indicator species Salad burnet (Sanguisorba minor) was found at the southern 
end of this area during a site visit in March 2015. This suggests a locally 
available source of calcareous grassland species seed – either from within the 
park itself or from nearby Lymcombe Hill. 
 
Recommendations:  

I. Create a longer grass strip 3m from the tree dripline along the eastern 
and southern boundary of this area and cut this area twice per year 
(July and September). Review the impact of this measure in year one 
(2015) and consider the same management regime; re-stocking 
meadow areas with native plug plants or seeds; or returning the area to 
short grass in 2016. 

II. Consider enhancing privet hedge around bowling green with new 
native shrubs in spring 2016. 
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Figure 1: Amenity Grassland (AG4) 

Figure 2: Sunken area near Petanque terrain (AG 5) 
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Figure 4: Privet hedge near 
bowling club in AG7 

Figure 3: Potential conservation area in AG 6 
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AG 1 

AG 2 

AG 3 

AG 4 

AG 6 

AG 7 

AG 5 

Alexandra Park Site Map 

Beechen Cliff 
woodlands  

Cut and shred July and 
October  

Cut and shred October only   

3m strip 



9 
 

Site Action Plan 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Site 
Areas (refer to 

survey map)

Preliminary 

actions 
Management Prescription Annual Maintenance regime Monitoring Other actions

2016 and 

onwards

Amenity Grass 4

Include signage in conservation 

areas; and in site noticeboard  

issue press release; publish good 

news through social media

Review the results of 

surveys (June and 

September 2015) and 

ammend 

Amenity Grass 5

Amenity Grass 6

Leave area from footpath to site 

boundary uncut until October. Cut  

and shred area between path and 

AG6 area in June and September 

with Amazone mower 

Amenity Grass 7
Create 3m wide long grass strip along road boundary - 

marked on the survey  map

Cut and shred (all) with Amazone 

mower in July and October. Mow 

paths through from road. Maintain 

mown strip along road edge

Amenity Grassland 1

Amenity Grassland 4

Amenity Grassland 7

Amenity Grassland 2

Consider planting 

colourful seed 

mixture 

discuss and agree locations - consider annual vs 

perennial mixture
Maintain as appropriate

Consider in Spring 2016 Consider in Spring 2016

Review annually 

through site 

management plan.

Identify areas for 

creating new shrub 

beds - discuss and 

agree suitable plants 

with friends, liaise 

with friends re: 

planting 

Year Two 2016

Alexandra 

Park 

Maintain shrubs at sufficient height. 

Avoid management during bird 

nesting season. Maintain as 

appropriate

Dependent on species etc.

Cut and shred (all) with Amazone 

mower in October 

Leave grass uncut from area marked with line to 

boundary 

Review annually 

through site 

management plan.

Mark out areas with 

maintenance staff in 

March/ explain the 

importance of cutting 

towards refuge areas 

(boundaries). 

Consult Friends 

Group about works, 

and discuss nerw 

shrub borders

Review condition in June  2015- ID 

any areas in need of further 

protection: earlier/later cut etc 

and ammend management 

accordingly
Remove privet hedge from 

northern boundary 

Year One 2015


