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SCHOOLS FORUM

13th March 2018
2017-18 Forecast Budget Outturn 
	Lead Officer
	Richard Morgan

	Contact details
	Richard_morgan@bathnes.gov.uk  01225 395220

	Forum asked to decide / steer / be informed
	To note the outturn position for 2016-17

	Time Needed
	20 mins


Purpose of the report
To update the forum on the financial position of the DSG for 2017-18 

Recommendation
1. Forum is asked to note the estimated DSG outturn position
Report
As part of the Local Authority accounts the attached statement (appendix A) shows the year end position of the DSG for 2016-17. The statement shows the DSG carry forward into 2017-18 of £2.014m.
During 2017-18 the Forum has been updated on several occasions of the pressures being faced by the High Needs services due to the increasing demand for EHCP plans and the increased Top Up costs that these have incurred.

The estimated pressures on the service are significant and are currently estimated to be £3.55m in excess of the budget available. 

Other budget areas are observing pressures and a list of the significant estimated pressures and underspends for the whole of the DSG is shown below.

Table 1. List of service area under and over spends in 2017-18
	Service Area
	Budget  2017-18

£000s
	Estimated (Under) / Over Spend

£000s

	SEN -Independent Schools
	3,260
	1,918

	Pre 16 Special Schools High Needs Inc Top-up


	2,852


	471



	Pre 16 Primary & Secondary Top-ups


	2,108


	394



	Pre 16 Primary & Secondary Targeted Support
	546
	198

	Post 16 Special Needs Funding 
	1,224
	276

	Other DSG overspends 
	5,915
	288

	Hospital Education & Reintegration Service
	247
	165

	Nursery Education 2 yr Old entitlement
	1,414
	(503)

	DSG Income – lagged pupil data
	128,128
	(581)

	DSG Carry forward from 16-17
	
	(2,014)

	Other DSG under Spends
	6,852
	(312)

	Total
	
	310


You will see from this list that there is likely to a year end overspend of £310k and this balance will be transferred into 2018-19.

The council has recognised the pressures being faced by schools and in particular the high needs budgets, it has therefore allocated additional funding of £2.3m towards these pressures in 2018-19. Also in 2018-19 the schools budget is contributing £504k (0.5% of the schools budget) to support these pressures which along with the additional funds allocated through the DSG for High Needs of £689k makes the additional funds for high needs total £3.493m 

The council is also reviewing the spend against all centrally held budgets to minimise the contribution from the council.
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Details of the deployment of DSG receivable for 2016/17 are as follows:

2016/17 2016/17 2016/17 2015/16

Central Individual

Total

Total

Expenditure Schools

Budget

£’000 £’000 £’000

£’000

Final DSG for 2016/17 before academy recoupment

123,430     

120,310       

Academy figure recouped for 2016/17

56,927       

46,540         

Total DSG after academy recoupment for 2016/17

66,503       

73,770         

Plus Brought forward from 2015/16

5,039         

5,924           

Less Carry forward to 2017/18 agreed in advance

-            

-              

Agreed initial budgeted distribution in 2016/17 28,344         43,198      

71,542       

79,694         

In-year adjustments 

Note

-              

-            

-              

Final budget distribution for 2016/17 28,344         43,198      

71,542       

79,694         

Less Actual central expenditure 26,485         -            

26,485       

24,409         

Less Actual ISB deployed to schools -               43,043      

43,043       

50,246         

Plus Local authority contribution for 2016/17 -               -            

-            

-              

Carry forward to 2017/18 1,859           155           

2,014         

5,039

The Council's expenditure on schools is funded primarily by grant monies provided by the Education 

Funding Agency, the Dedicated Schools Grant (DSG). DSG is ringfenced and can only be applied to meet 

expenditure properly included in the Schools Budget, as defined in the School Finance and Early Years 

(England) Regulations 2016. The Schools Budget includes elements for a range of educational services 

provided on an authority-wide basis and for the Individual Schools Budget, which is divided into a budget 

share for each maintained school.
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