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Ofsted Inspection Dates 
 

The next round of possible Ofsted Single Inspection dates are: 
 

26th September: 24th October and 14th November 2016 
 

We could get a Joint Targeted Area Inspection at any time. 

  

Joint Targeted Area Inspections (JTAI) 
 

 JTAI’s are inspections of multi-agency arrangements for children in need of help and 
protection and the LSCB. 

 The JTAI consists of Inspectors from Ofsted, the CQC, HMI Constabulary and HMI 
Probation. 

 The multi-agency inspection seeks to establish the quality and impact of assessment, 
planning and decision making in response to notifications and referrals; and the 
partnership response to all forms of child abuse, neglect and exploitation at the point of 
identification and the leadership and management of this work. 

  In short it is a combination of a mini joint area review; an unannounced inspection of 
the front door and a thematic inspection. 

  

FOCUS ON DOMESTIC ABUSE 

 
The Deep Dive theme for the Joint Targeted Area Inspections from 1st September 2016 to 

31st March 2017 is Domestic Abuse. 
 

What Ofsted are Looking at: 
 

 How do all the agencies and partners in this Local Authority respond to children living 
with domestic abuse? 

 Do we see incidents of domestic abuse through the eyes of the child? 

 Are staff well trained, confident and knowledgeable and understand the impact of 
domestic abuse? Does this enable us to identify how to help and protect children and 
take action to do so? 

 Do all professionals have a child-centred approach and assess the risks to children 
and their needs effectively and appropriately? 
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 Are risks to children living with domestic abuse prevented and reduced? Are the 
needs of the child, their non-abusive parent and the perpetrator met at an early stage 
through timely access to effective help? 

 Are our thresholds appropriate? Is our information sharing effective? Does timely 
intervention take place? (This includes thresholds for early help, children in need, 
child protection, children becoming looked after and MARAC). 

 Is risk of harm to children reduced through the identification and assessment of the 
risks perpetrators and adult offenders pose? Does this lead to appropriate and 
targeted interventions by all professionals? 

 Is children’s welfare promoted and protected through effective and timely 
identification, assessment and response to the risks to, and needs of, adult victims of 
domestic abuse? 

 Do professionals recognise that abuse does not necessarily end when people stop 
living together and may in fact escalate? 

 Do multi-agency risk assessment conferences support the protection of children? 

 Do we use evidence based approaches, tools and services that reduce risks and 
meet needs? 

 Do children and families feel that their views have been heard and does this lead to 
improvements in the help and support that they receive? 

 Is the impact of domestic abuse on children reduced because they, their families and 
the perpetrators can access a sufficient range of commissioned local services which 
includes therapeutic help that improves children and adult family members emotional 
well-being and safety? 

 

DOMESTIC ABUSE IN BATH & NORTH EAST SOMERSET 
 

Some facts and figures: 
 

 There were 1,159 children affected by MARAC cases in Bath and North East 
Somerset between 2009-13. 

 Between April 1st 2013 and June 30th 2014 (45%) of the 380 referrals to Southside’s 
Independent Domestic Violence Advice (IDVA) Service had children, an average of 
34 referrals with children per financial quarter. 

 It is estimated that 5,936 women aged between 16-59 in B&NES were victims of 
domestic abuse in the past year. 

 Women who experience ill-health and disability in B&NES are almost twice as likely to 
experience domestic abuse as those who do not. 

 Abused women are at least three times more likely to experience depression or 
anxiety disorders than other women. 

 66% of child protection cases in B&NES in 2014-15 cited DVA as a risk factor. 

 There were 1,474 domestic abuse incidents recorded by police in B&NES between 
May 2013 and April 2014. 

 
For further facts, figures and information on the prevalence of DVA in Bath and North East 

Somerset please visit the JSNA on the B&NES web pages. 
http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/services/your-council-and-democracy/local-research-and-

statistics 

http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/services/your-council-and-democracy/local-research-and-statistics
http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/services/your-council-and-democracy/local-research-and-statistics
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Domestic Abuse - Services in Bath & North East Somerset: 
 

 Multi Agency Risk Assessment Conferences (MARAC) and the Independent 
Domestic Violence Advisors (IDVA) service are at the heart of the B&NES approach 
to services for victims of domestic abuse. 

 MARAC takes place on a monthly basis and information about high risk domestic 
abuse victims is shared between local agencies.  By bringing all the agencies 
together at MARAC and ensuring that wherever possible the voice of the victim is 
represented by the IDVA, a risk focused co-ordinated safety plan can be drawn up 
to support the victim. 

 The Council’s Supporting People and Communities Team commission 10 refuge 
units (8 of which are provided by Next Link and 2 are provided by Julian House) as 
well as 12 units of floating support for women and children fleeing domestic abuse. 
New provisions are being developed to support people fleeing domestic abuse with 
complex needs including mental ill health and substance misuse. 

 The IDVA Service is provided by Southside Family Project. The team supports all 
victims (male and female) aged over 21 including their children who are at high risk 
of domestic abuse. The IDVA’s provide 1-1 crisis support which includes risk 
assessment and safety planning. 

 Southside also have a Young Persons IDVA which provides support to all young 
people aged 16-21 who are experiencing DVA and live in B&NES. 

 Southside family Service compliments the work of the IDVA Service. 

 The CRUSH service is a preventative programme delivered by Julian House in 
Youth Connect. It is a 10 week awareness raising and support programme to help 
young people create safe and healthy relationships. Age group 13 – 19. 

 Voices, a group of female survivors is now an independent charity, previously 
supported by Julian House. 

 Off The Record – 382 Service offers free and confidential support for young people 
aged 11-18 who have witnessed DVA. 

 Julian House lead on the FREEDOM programme in B&NES. This is a 12 week 
programme open to any woman who wishes to learn more about the reality of 
domestic violence and abuse. 

 IRIS (Identification and Referral to Improve Safety) is medical/general practice-
based DVA training support and referral programme. An Advocate Educator works 
closely in partnership with GP surgeries to identify DVA and raise awareness. 

 Lighthouse Integrated Victim Care provides support to all victims that are assessed 
as low or medium risk. This includes short term support, sign posting to other 
agencies, and, 1-1 outreach support. 

 RUH Independent Domestic Violence Advisor – raising awareness to relevant 
hospital staff and provide training. 

 The New Way Service works with domestic abuse issues that impact on children. 

 RSVP (Resolve to Stop Violence Programme) is run by DHI. 

 “Building Better Relationships” and “Positive Relationships” programmes – run by 
the BGSE Community Rehabilitation Company. 



4 
 

 
Thinking about Permanence 

 
When Martin Ayres, former Lead Ofsted Inspector came to B&NES in April 2016 to provide 
some consultancy on our Ofsted preparation one issue that he was keen to emphasise was 
the importance of being able to demonstrate permanency planning as the ‘cement’ that binds 
services together from the ‘front door’ to children leaving the care system, and across the full 
age spectrum. 
 
Are all teams from Early Help onwards thinking about permanence from day one. The 
definition of permanence in the TriX Procedures manual is: 
 

“Permanence is a long term plan for the child’s upbringing and provides an 
underpinning framework for all social work with children and families from family 

support through to adoption. It ensures a framework of emotional, physical and legal 
conditions that gives a child a sense of security, continuity, commitment, identity and 

belonging.” 
 
 

Can we show a whole service approach to permanency? 

 

 
Children and Families Services Dashboard 

 
Don’t forget to use the dashboard: Dashboard Link: http://intranet/dash-cypfs 

 

Don’t forget; this is your opportunity to shine and show what a good job you do for 
children and young people in Bath and North East Somerset 
 
Michele Mohamed 
OFSTED Preparation Lead 
 

http://intranet/dash-cypfs

