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Joint Local Access Forum (JLAF) 
for Bath & North East Somerset, Bristol City and South Gloucestershire 

 
 

JLAF 30 
Minutes of meeting, Friday 5th July 2013  
 

 
Date: Friday, 5th July 2013 

Time: 2:00pm 

Venue: Council Chamber, Riverside Offices, Temple Street, Keynsham. BRISTOL. BS31 1LE 
 

Present: JLAF Members: Robert Killen (JLAF Vice Chairman), David Waterstone (JLAF Chairman), Chris 
Bloor, Cllr Douglas Nichol (Bath & North East Somerset Council), John Gunnery, Christopher 

Simpson, Ann Fay, Bernadette Macey, Chris Barrable, Jill Britten and Collette Linehan. 

 
Also in attendance: Chris Hogg (JLAF Secretary), David Vine, David Shipp (Chipping Sodbury 

Town Trust), Alex Francis, Martyn Price, Graeme Stark (Bath & North East Somerset Council), 
Nicola Chidley (South Gloucestershire Council), Rennie Dickins, Ariane Robinson (Bath & North 

East Somerset Council). 

 
  Action 

A INTRODUCTIONS 
 

 

A1 Introductions 

The Chairman thanked everyone for attending and attendees introduced 
themselves. 

 

 
 

 

A2 Apologies 
JLAF Members: Peter Gould, Cllr Kevin Quarterly (Bristol City Council), Cllr Howard 

Gawler (South Gloucestershire Council) and Sophy Baynton-Coward. 
 

Other apologies: Duncan Venison, Christopher Orlik and Mary Knight (all Bristol City 

Council), Jane Yates (Natural England) and Robin Winfield. 
 

Sheena Stevenson has resigned her membership of the JLAF. 
 

 

A3 Declarations of interest 

None. 
 

 

A4 Minutes of the last meeting on 1st March 2013. 

The minutes were agreed as an accurate record of the meeting subject to an 
amendment to A1; Peter Gould is not a Councillor and the minutes will be amended 

accordingly. 
 

 

 

A5 Matters arising not otherwise on the agenda 

None. 

 

 
 

 

 

A6 Chair’s update 

Walkers Are Welcome: Working Group progressing this project.  Invitations have 
been sent to all the identified parish and town councils; four responses received.  

Chris meeting Keynsham Town Council next week and Wickwar and Chipping 

Sodbury interested. 
Improvement Proposals for Equestrians: Ann Fay has produced a draft notice for 

horse riders to respond with suggestions to go out to BHS group via Facebook. 
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University of Bath Business School: Enquiries made regarding a study on the 
economic benefits of public rights of way.  The school is set up for students to carry 

out projects but none have so far expressed an interest in this particular project.  

Alternative business schools including Bristol could be approached; Chris Bloor may 
have a contact who did a similar study in Cornwall and who is an economist. 

JLAF Secretary: Chris Hogg may be moved onto other things as a result of 
restructure and therefore JLAF members might need to be more involved with 

administrative work.  The Chair thanked Chris for all the work he has done and 
expressed sympathy during these difficult times. 

 

B MAIN BUSINESS 
 

 

B1 Health 

Claire Lowman introduced Bristol City Council’s Health and Wellbeing Strategy  
for Bristol 2013 – 2018.  Increasing pressures and influences on health were 

identified.  A formula has been devised to identified to the number of cases of 
preventable diseases. The priorities are staying health and independent and 

strategies have been produced to tackle these issues.  Many of the Health and 

Wellbeing Strategy’s goals are the same as the JLAF’s goals; “Create a high quality 
and well-connected built and green environment, and manage the health impacts of 
climate change”. 
 

The strategy is for Bristol but has benefits for surrounding areas.  Similar strategies 

have now been adopted and published by South Gloucestershire and B&NES.  
Population size, health issues and deprivation has been identified as major 

problems and only 28% of residents are ‘active’ in Bristol.  150 minutes of exercise 
per week is considered ‘active’. 

 
There is an economic value to intervention and these assessment schemes are 

being developed further.  The cost benefit ration varies from 1:2 up to 1:7.  John 

Gunnery queried whether there was a link between culture and exercise; Claire 
Lowman stated that there were some cultural barriers but none are 

insurmountable.  Issues were raised about public transport, 20mph zones, safer 
routes to schools and Bristol ‘Green City’ status for 2015. 

 

David Waterstone, Claire Lowman, Ann Fay and Martyn Price are to continue to 
develop further links between health and the JLAF. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
David 

Waterstone, 
Collette 

Linehan, 

Ann Fay and 
Martyn Price 

B2 
 

Motorised Vehicle Users 
Chris Barrable gave a short presentation about Motorised Vehicle Use.  

Acknowledged that they might not always be popular but he represents those who 
use their rights of way responsibly.  The Trail Riders Fellowship represent 

responsible, legal users and carry out improvements to the network.  Chris provided 
examples of voluntary repair projects his group had completed, a brief history of 

byways and highlighted the economic benefits of TRF groups (a group of six spend 

approximately £124 in the legal economy on a day out, or £900 in a weekend).  
Clearer signage showing symbols of users would help avoid conflict. The TRF have 

a code of conduct. 
 

Cllr Nicol stated that illegal use was a police matter and Collette Linehan raised the 

issue of collisions between vehicles and horses. 
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B3 News from the Public Rights of Way (PROW) teams 

 

Bath & North East Somerset Council 
 

Graeme Stark addressed this item.  Environmental Services restructure consultation 
is currently on going; the restructure is intended to restructure functions and 

provide cost savings.  The Outdoors Access Improvement Officer and Bath 

Definitive Map Project Officer posts are proposed to be deleted and one Public 
Rights of Way Technician post is proposed to be created.  This will have an impact 

upon the support provided to the JLAF. 
 

Ariane Robinson has recently started on a one-year, fixed term contract to process 
Public Path Orders. 

 

Norton Malreward DMMO currently with PINS for determination.  There are two 
current Town or Village Green applications on The Field Behind Purlewent Drive and 

the Bath Recreation Ground. 
 

£85k capital programme is being delivered on schedule. ROWIP 2012-2016 will be 

considered for adoption by Cabinet. 
 

South Gloucestershire Council 
 

 

Nicola Chidley addressed this item. 

 
Four cases currently with the Planning Inspectorate; two are to be addressed with 

written representation and two by inquiry.  There is no large backlog of orders.  
Legislative changes are proposed to the DMMO process; Chris Hogg to post 

associated link on JLAF website. 
 

Budget has previously been cut but not since last JLAF meeting.  Countryside 

Stewardship Scheme agreements are due to expire and new permissive agreements 
are proposed.  Nicola Chidley and Alex Francis to discuss proposed new planning 

schemes.  Links are being identified into the Somerdale site via a new Keynsham 
Greenway. 

 

S106 Agreements have seen improvements to the network and the Ramblers’ 
Association volunteers have installed 60 kissing gates and steps; B&NES and SG 

Councils thanked the volunteers for their hard work. 
 

Bristol City Council 
 

No one from BCC was present.  The link to the most recent liaison group meeting 
notes to be posted on JLAF website. 

     

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Chris Hogg 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Chris Hogg 
 

B3 Proposed Gating Orders: 
 

Brook Lane (Bristol) and Rear of Kingsley Road/Hinton Road (Bristol) gating orders 
confirmed.  Proposed gating order at East Park Drive/Caraway Gardens/Rosemary 

Lane (Bristol) but in Peter Gould’s absence details were unknown; any comments 
to Peter Gould or directly to BCC. 
 

 
 

 
 

C ITEMS FOR RATIFICATION  

C1 JLAF Responses to Bristol Health & Wellbeing Strategy Consultations:  

Agreed unanimously. 
 

 

C2 JLAF Responses to South Gloucestershire Health & Wellbeing Strategy 

Consultations:  
Agreed unanimously. 
 

 

 
 

C3 JLAF Responses to Bath and North East Somerset Health & Wellbeing 

Strategy Consultations:  
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Agreed unanimously. 
 

D ITEMS TO REPORT/ FOR INFORMATION  

D1 West of England Nature Partnership (WENP) – update 
 

WENP launched two weeks ago.  Important as it can attract funding for projects. 
Bevis Watts has a good approach to get things done and Robert Killen will attend 

on behalf of the JLAF.  Chris Hogg to arrange for JLAF Chairman to meet Mr Watts 
to discuss links and projects.   

 

 
 

 
 

Chris Hogg 

D2 Paths for Communities, Chipping Sodbury Jubilee Path   
David Shipp is looking to set up a number of projects such as Park Run, Walking 

For Health and walking to school and is seeking Paths For Community funding.  A 
good new network of paths has been created with support Alex Francis.  JLAF to 

provide letter of support for the bid.  Ann Fay expressed disappointment that 

horses aren’t provided for but David Shipp stated that despite their best efforts they 
couldn’t accommodate horses into the scheme. 

 

 
 

David 
Waterstone 

D3 OutdoorsWest update 

6,000 visits so far this year.  JLAF information on dogs has been added, and new 

routes have been added.  Health walk groups are using the site to plan walks.  Full 
Routes database not yet functioning, but, in the interim, routes are being added to 

the site as downloadable pdfs. 
 

 

D4 Natural England – Letter to LAFs, JLAF annual report suggestions 

JLAF members are asked to provide suggestions to Chris Hogg; report currently 
includes OutdoorsWest and volunteers programmes. 

 

 

D5 Lower Severn Heritage Lottery Funding(HLF), Bath Setting HLF Bid 
Miriam Woolnough currently in year one of the Lower Severn project and there is 

the potential for further funding in year two.  Potentially large outdoors access 
element to the project and Chris Hogg has advisory involvement on behalf of JLAF. 

 

 

D6 Chew Valley Lake – update 
Short route section immediately adjacent to dam completed.  A section of 

pavement proposed from the lake dam into Chew Stoke.  Whilst a full lake route is 

an aspiration, there is a need for this to be taken forward as a properly considered 
project.  Robin Winfield and Alison Sherwin were thanked for their works on the 

project.  Robin has suggested that the JLAF recruit a new member who can lead on 
this project on behalf of the JLAF. 

 

 

E Any Other Business 
Volunteer celebration event planned for 12 September 2013 in South 

Gloucestershire and October in B&NES. 
 

It was noted that Bristol has been underrepresented at JLAF meetings lately. 

 
Wickwar Parish Council raised confusion about access and improvements to 

commons; one issue with equestrian access was addressed at a previous meeting.  
Other aspects could be considered at a future meeting. 

 
A series of walking routes on commons and access land in South Gloucestershire 

have been added to the OutdoorsWest website. 

 

 

E The next meeting JLAF31 at 2pm on the 1 November 2013, Keynsham 

Collette Linehan to approach John Usher from Sustrans to do a presentation at next 

meeting. 

 

Collette 

Linehan 
 

F Close  

 


