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Joint Local Access Forum (JLAF) 
for Bath & North East Somerset, Bristol City and South Gloucestershire 

 
 

Draft Minutes of meeting, Monday 26th March 2018 
 

 

Date: Monday, 26th March 2018 

Time: 2:00pm 

Venue: Community Room, Keynsham Library, Market Walk, Keynsham, BS31 1FS  

Present: JLAF Members: Donald MacIntyre (Acting-Chair of the JLAF) (DM), Cllr Liz Richardson 
(LR), Rennie Dickins (RD), Peter Gould (PG), Chris Bloor (CB), John Darvill (JD), Ruth 
Howard (RH), Ken Mill (KM), Peter Bird (PB), Chris Simpson (CS), Kathy Thomas (KT), 

Andrew Gough (AG), Philip King (PK), Cllr Michael Bell (MB), Ann Fay (AF), 
 
Also in attendance: Nicola Chidley – South Gloucestershire Council (NC), Theo 
Brumhead – Bristol City Council (TB), Graeme Stark – Bath & North East Somerset 
Council and Secretary of the JLAF (GS). 
 

  Action 

A INTRODUCTION 
 

 

A1  Introductions 
 
DM explained that he had agreed to assume the role of Acting-Chair 
following Mark O’Sullivan’s (MO) recent resignation.  DM expressed his 
gratitude to MO for all his hard work.  Members agreed that the JLAF was in 
a stronger position thanks to MO’s contribution and the Work Plan and sub-
groups were held up as to particularly important examples. 
 
Philip King introduced himself and explained that he hadn’t been unable to 
attend previous meetings due to work commitments. 

 
 

A2 Apologies 
 
Kate Chubb and Duncan Venison 

 
 

A3 Declarations of interest 
 
None. 

 

A4 Minutes of the last meeting held on 3rd November 2017 
 
The draft minutes from the November 2017 meeting had been circulated to 
all JLAF Members.  The minutes were unanimously approved as a true and 
correct record.  
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B MAIN BUSINESS  

B1 Appointing Authorities’ duties, obligations and resourcing 
 
GS set out the Appointing Authorities’ obligations on their behalf.  The 
Appointing Authorities are required to provide a Secretary and to meet the 
reasonable expenses of the JLAF.  The Appointing Authorities provide a 
comprehensive website for the JLAF, offer training, pay members’ travel 
expenses and provide a venue and refreshments for the three meetings per 
year.  GS carries out the Secretary role on behalf of the Appointing 
Authorities which includes organising the meetings, taking the minutes and 
helping to facilitate the JLAF’s work between meetings.  The legislation 
requires JLAF meetings to be held at least twice a year and the Appointing 
Authorities regards the six additional sub-group meetings to be outside their 
statutory obligations.   
 
Members suggested that the sub-groups should be looking more 
strategically and concentrating on making an impact.  JD reiterated that their 
comments should seek to be as constructive as possible. AG queried the 
provision of meeting rooms; GS explained that the Appointing Authorities 
have always provided meeting room when requested including for the sub-
group meetings but they do not have publicly accessible meeting rooms in 
Bath.  RH suggested that it might be preferable for the JLAF Secretary to be 
a different and dedicated officer; GS explained that B&NES Council’s 
Service Support Team provided an officer to fulfil this role last year but that 
they were unwilling to continue in the circumstances. 

 
 

B2 Election of JLAF Chair and Vice-Chair 
 

DM reiterated that MO has recently resigned but that in any case these are 
annual appointments which are made in the first JLAF meeting of the year.  
DM asked for nominations but none were forthcoming.   
 
KT suggested that the Chair could rotate after each meeting and if this 
principal was agreed then she would be happy to be considered for the next 
four months; there was general support for the proposal so long as not all 
JLAF members were obliged to take the position.  DM proposed that the 
Chair should rotate after each JLAF meeting and that KT should be Chair for 
the next four months; AG seconded this motion and all members present 
voted in favour. 
 
CB suggested that the Vice-Chair should be from the Land Manager 
category if the Chair is from the User category.  AF suggested DM and DM 
agreed to be considered for re-election as Vice-Chair. RH proposed DM for 
Vice-Chair for the next 12 months; KM seconded this motion and all 
members present voted in favour. 

 
 
 
 

B3 ROWIP 
 
NC explained that the Rights of Way Improvement Plan was originally 
published in 2007, reviewed in 2012 and has now been reviewed and 
updated for republication in 2018. The new ROWIP has a particular 
emphasis on development and equalities.  The Statement of Actions 
includes seeking development gain and filling in lost links where resources 
allow.  The current draft has been circulated to the JLAF to give them an 
early opportunity to comment prior to the full public consultation starting in 
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April/May.  AG asked if there were any new action points; NC said that the 
completed actions (identified on page 38) have been removed and a new 
network survey is being considered.  RH asked if the previous results were 
included in the ROWIP; NC explained that it was an asset survey and 
consequently isn’t particularly suitable for inclusion in the ROWIP.  MB 
raised the issue of how to encourage greater participation from minority 
groups and whether schools were the best route for achieving this.  JD 
suggested that those with visual disabilities should also be encouraged to 
make more use of the network.  RD pointed out that a follow up survey 
would show change over last 10 years; this was supported by KT but RH felt 
that this would divert resources from where they could be better utilised.   

C ITEMS TO REPORT/FOR INFORMATION  

C1 News from the Public Rights of Way (PROW) Teams 
 
TB reported on behalf of BCC that there have not been any further changes 
to those detailed in the written report. RH asked about the yellow bikes 
around Bristol; TB explained that these are part of a hire scheme run by a 
charity and that he would circulate further information after the meeting. 
 
NC reported on behalf of SGC that support staff have been retained for a 
further year.  SGC have to make £9m of savings by 2021.  PSP10 
safeguards ‘active travel routes’ and makes a preference for multi-user route 
in planning policy.  JLAF members were invited to take part in a walk-
through of the new Stoke Gifford Transport Link.   
 
GS reported on behalf of B&NESC that there was no additional information 
to that already contained in the written report. 

 
 
 
 
 

TB 

C2 JLAF Health Committee 
 
RD’s paper has been circulated to members and he explained that it sought 
to strengthen the link between health/wellbeing and access.  It was 
suggested that Cllr Riddle should be invited to the next sub-group meeting.  
JD is the chair-designate and RH agreed to join the sub-group.  It was felt 
that it was too early for the sub-group to be given delegated powers.  CB 
stated that Bristol Walk Fest is in May if people wanted to get involved.  RD 
highlighted the importance of avoiding replicating work already done. 
 
RH proposed the adoption of the Health Committee Terms of Reference 
setting out high level statements and future items; this was seconded by CB 
and passed by a majority. 

 
 
 

D ITEMS FOR RATIFICATION   

D1 Privacy Notice and Consent Form 
 
RH proposed adoption of the Privacy Notice, AF seconded the motion and 
the motion was passed unanimously. 
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E OTHER BUSINESS  

E1 Opportunities for improving PROW and Countryside Access 
 
DM introduced the issue of post-Brexit access.  Direct support payments will 
end in seven years’ time.  The government will pay public funds for public 
good, including paying farmers for improved public access.  The NFU and 
CLA are looking for ideas with a consultation ended on 8th May 2018. 

 

E2 Membership and recruitment 
 
GS said that the annual round of recruitment for JLAF members would take 
place in May.  Members whose membership is coming to an end will be 
notified and they will be considered for reselection unless they notify the 
Appointing Authorities otherwise.  Members were asked to consider whether 
they knew anyone who might be interested in applying to join. 

 

E3 Matters arising from 3rd November meeting not otherwise on the 
agenda: Coast Path Fencing 
 
GS wrote to Natural England who have said that they will consider requests 
for fencing adjacent to the Coast Path and that the ongoing maintenance of 
that fence will then be the responsibility of whoever requested the fencing. 

 

E4 Any other business 
 
RH asked about JLAF annual reports; GS said that a new report using 
Natural England’s pro forma will be due for completion after 1st April 2018. 

 

F FUTURE JLAF MEETING  

 The next JLAF meeting is scheduled for 2pm on 6th July 2018  

 Close 16.00pm 
 

 

 
 


