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1.0 Introduction 

This Conservation Plan (CP) has been written by LDA Design, with contributions 
from Bath and North East Somerset Council (BANES), to support the Round 2 
application to the Heritage Lottery fund for a grant to fund a restoration project for 
Sydney Gardens, Bath.  

1.1.1. Sydney Gardens – a summary description. 

Sydney Gardens is a 12-acre public garden (originally 16a) situated in Bathwick, a 
residential area to the north-east of the city centre of Bath. The Gardens are located to 
the rear of the Holburne Museum at the end of Great Pulteney Street.  

The Gardens are one of Bath’s oldest, and comprised C18th pleasure gardens with 
C19th alterations. Originally called Sydney Vauxhall Gardens, an homage to South 
London’s more famous, and eventually infamous, more formal and wooded Vauxhall 
Pleasure Grounds1.  

The original plans for Sydney Gardens were drawn up by Thomas Baldwin in 1791 
and completed by Charles Harcourt Masters in 1795, when the Gardens opened in 
April ‘for walking’. The gardens were conceived as an integral part of the layout of 
Bathwick, designed for the landowner, the Pulteney family. The gardens officially 
opening on 11 May 1795 as commercial pleasure grounds charging an entrance fee. 

They rapidly became a popular place of entertainment, from the end of the C18th and 
through the early C19th, providing a site for public breakfasts, promenades, and galas 
during the season, from April/May to the end of September. The park was frequented 
by notable members of fashionable society, including from the Royal family and the 
author Jane Austen, who lodged at number 4 Sydney Place between 1801-4, amongst 
others.  

The form of the gardens is an unusual hexagonal, lozenge shape, and sited 
symmetrically within the plan of Bathwick as an endpoint to the vista from Pulteney 
Bridge. In contrast, the central layout within the gardens was informal, albeit with a 
strong central axis.  These were surrounded by a wide ‘Ride’, rather than carriage 
drive, round the whole perimeter and separated from it by a wide swathe of rough 

 

1 First mentioned by John Evelyn in 1661 as ‘a pretty contriv’d plantation’ then called New Spring 
Gardens, on Duchy of Cornwall land, and later Vauxhall Spring Gardens, laid out as a pleasure garden in 
1732 which lasted until 1859 when it was entirely cleared for redevelopment. A much smaller 
remodelled open space remains as ‘Spring Gardens’ today.  
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pasture (Map 1). Much of the original network of paths, the areas of lawn and 
shrubberies, with many parts of the original planting layout remain largely intact 
(Maps 1-9, and ref. Debois Colvin Moggridge report 1993).  

From 1800 John Rennie’s Kennet and Avon Canal was built through the gardens and 
then the route of Isambard Kingdom Brunel’s Great Western Railway was cut in 
parallel, opening through Sydney Gardens in 1841. They both left a legacy of bridges 
that adorn the Gardens, and are the only Grade II* listed structures within Sydney 
Gardens. 

In 1891 the ninety-nine-year lease on Sydney Gardens expired and was purchased by 
the city of Bath in 1910 and re-opened to the public in 1913. The formal main 
entrance through the Sydney Tavern was severed from the Gardens when the 
building was first leased to Bath College and then subsequently sold to the Trustees of 
the Holburne Menstrie Museum. 

The Gardens contain some 20 listed structures within the original park boundaries 
(i.e. including the area around the Holburne Museum) and 16 listed structures within 
the current park boundary. 

1.2. Developing the Conservation Plan, and drawing up proposals. 

The Conservation Plan (CP) plan has been written to address the poor condition of 
the Gardens and to inform a revitalisation of the gardens, funded by a lottery 
application. The initial concept, to RIBA stage 1-2, established some key principles for 
the restoration, and consultation during 2016 supported these. 

Further analysis of the gardens development over time since its creation, was carried 
out at RIBA stage 2/3 in 2017-18.  The historic map regression identified when various 
features of the gardens were added or lost (refer to plans and illustrations section of 
the CP which has enabled a Summary of Significance to be developed.  

This study, together with two further public consultations and other comments made 
directly to BANES during RIBA stage 2/3, has informed the development of the design 
process, and slight changes to the masterplan for the garden’s revitalisation. 

1.3. Links to other planning work, including activity plan. 

 

This document should be read in conjunction with the separate, A3 sized 
Conservation Plan Vol 2: Maps and Images document. A separate Activity Plan 
has been developed in support of the project and has also informed the masterplan. 
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The Activity Plan and outline Interpretation Plan include related information, and 
will be further developed during the project’s Development and Delivery Phases in 
2018-22. 

Both are also informed by this document and masterplan.  

Detailed Plans will be developed as the project develops, and should also be 
referenced and bound into a separate appendix document. 

The Management and Maintenance Plan and Activity Plan are contained in 
separate documents and refer to the CP. 

The Management & Maintenance Plan describes management past, present and 
proposed, including: 

 Relevant BANES policies affecting the Gardens; 

 Existing and proposed maintenance regimes and costs. 

1.4. Identified gaps and limitations in the plan. 

The following limitations and gaps in knowledge have been identified: 

 Limited information on above ground location and detail of historic water 
features; 

 Little detail exists on the location of post-1808 features of the Pleasure Gardens e.g. 
Cosmorama, Hermits Cot etc.; 

 Lack of illustrations or description of ornaments, such as the urns - shown as 
‘vases’ on the 1886 plan (see Map 5), or other decorative features, such as seats and 
statues. 

 No detail of the impact on the operation of the Gardens during the C19th 
excavation of cuttings for the canal and railway through the Gardens. 

 Limited detail on what existed on the site prior to the Gardens being created, or on 
the original planting that was carried out, and any subsequent planting over time 
(especially post-railway construction). 

 Limited information on management of the gardens in the 20th century. 

1.5. Understanding the heritage (Historic Maps 1-11 & Images). 

The Conservation Plan should be read with the following Plans (contained in Vol 2, a 
separate A3 document) and the Appendices, including the Gazetteer: 

− Historic Maps summarising changes over time: Maps 1-8 
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− Character Area plan: Map 9 

− Historic Tree Plan: Map 10 

− Historic Significance Plan: Map 11 

− Photopanels 1-7 of Various illustrations and photographs 

− Site Survey, for location of features (Plan 001); 

− Proposed Masterplan, (Plan 100); - For Current Proposals 

 

The following should also be referred to when reading this plan. 

− Detailed Plans @ 1:250 (TO BE DEVELOPED FURTHER)  

− Architectural Plans (TO BE DEVELOPED FURTHER) 

 

− Gazetteer (Appendix 1); 

− Designations: Description of Historic England Listings, World Heritage Site, 
XXX  (Appendix 2); 

− Historic Structures Condition Survey by Sally Strachey (Appendix 3); 
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2.0 The Gardens today - Plan 001. 

Today, Sydney Gardens comprises a small-size public park of 4.85 ha (12 acres) 
providing an amenity for local residents and visitors to the Holburne Museum. It 
comprises meandering paths through lawns with shrubberies and specimen trees, 
tennis courts, playground and a bowling green (disused from mid-2010).  

Two parallel cuttings sever the Gardens into three distinct areas: first by the Kennet 
and Avon Canal in 1800, and then in parallel by the Great Western Railway (GWR) 
between1839-41, when it opened. Where the canal had been aligned sensitively to 
minimise damage to the Gardens, the railway bisected the main axis path at an angle 
and necessitating the introduction of additional crossings in the form of  two bridges. 
It notably severed the Ride by not providing a bridge link to carry it over the railway. 

In addition to these dramatic interventions, the Gardens contain a significant number 
of features and structures from when it was first laid out in 1792-4 as a Pleasure 
Garden, described below, many of which are Listed.  

The nature of a pay-to-enter Pleasure Gardens required enticements to return, not 
only in the form of daily and seasonal entertainments, but in novel features within 
the Gardens as fashions changed; many such features have been and gone (see 
summary table at 3.3) and it is therefore all the more remarkable that so many have 
survived. 

For ease of description, the Gardens have been sub-divided into different character 
areas, indicated on the Character Area Plan (Plan 002) as follows: 

− Ai Leisure/Activities/Play and Sport (west and north); 

− Aii Leisure/Activities/Sport (east); 

− Bi Entrance and Setting to Gardener’s Lodge; 

− Bii Entrance Lawn Space;  

− Ci Interface with the Holburne Museum; 

− Cii Main axis /vista; 

− Di Garden lawn; 

− Dii Lawn for temporary events (north); 

− Diii Lawn for temporary events (south); 

− Ei Sydney Place entrance and perimeter ‘Ride’; 

− Eii Railway walk and viewing area; 
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− Fi Quiet Gardens (North); 

− Fi Quiet Gardens (South). 

 

2.1. A brief description of each of the character areas. 

For locations of features mentioned (and identified by a letter in parentheses) see 
Existing Survey (Plan No 001, and Character Area Plan 002). 

Area Ai contains a playground (L) at the top of the Gardens, to the NW of where the 
Great Western Railway enters the Gardens in a cutting. Adjacent to the playground, 
along the NW boundary of Beckford Rd, there is a bowling green with club hut (K) 
and three hard surfaced tennis courts (J).  

‘Racquet courts’ appear on the1886 map, within the curve of the southern Supper 
Boxes. Tennis was first introduced to the Gardens by 1886 (Map 5) as grass courts, 
with further fenced courts added by 1932. These facilities occupy part of the area 
originally laid out as a perimeter Ride.  

This activity area is separated from area D by a path, the lawns on the SW half of 
which temporary events are held. 

Area Aii to the NE, on the far side of the canal, contains additional two hard surfaced 
and fenced tennis courts (J). 

Area Bi is the pedestrian and vehicle entrance of 1869 on the NW side of Sydney 
Place, opposite Bathwick St. and the location of the (Grade II) 1835 ‘Pavilion’ or 
Gardener’s Lodge (3). It also contains the (Grade II) 1914 Bathwick St. ticket booth or 
kiosk (20). 

Area Bii occupies the area between the ‘Bothy’ and the upper tennis courts below 
Sydney House, and comprises a lawn with several large trees on the southern side. It 
contains the Bothy (19), the below ground Georgian Reservoir, and a secondary 
entrance onto Sydney Road.  

Area Ci is the arc of the interface with the (Grade I) Holburne Museum, created in 
1916. The building was originally conceived as an integral and vital part of the 
Gardens in its heyday, as the Sydney Tavern (1796), providing the only entrance to 
the Gardens. (The wall was erected to separate the Museum and follows the line, 
more-or-less, of the arms of the original Supper Boxes). 

This area also contains the modern WC block, and the two Heritage at Risk registered 
(Grade II) Edwardian lavatories (Gents 1914 and Ladies 1920), the gated entrance to 
the Holburne Museum from the Gardens (C), the site compound (D) with remnants 
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of a ruined wall (referred to as the ‘Ruinette’), and a sub-station (N). The Ladies Toilet 
is now unfortunately ‘hidden’ behind the construction of the modern WC block – its 
setting severely compromised. 

Area Cii comprises the central main axis and vista evident from the original design 
(1794), culminating in the site of the original (Grade II) Loggia (17) (altered in 1836 
and rebuilt in a truncated form in1938). The path continues east in parallel with the 
boundary to (Grade II) Sydney House (1836) (18), the site of which was previously 
part of the original Gardens. 

Areas Di and Dii are the main areas of lawn (opposite the activity area Ai), the 
southern half of which is used for temporary events. Set back from the main axis path 
(Cii) on the SW edge of the lawn, before the railway cuts through, is the (Grade II) 
Temple of Minerva (1911). 

Area Ei is a secondary entrance to the Gardens of 1857 on the SE side of Sydney Place 
& contains the contemporary Gatekeeper’s Hut (its decorative bargeboards now 
missing). 

Area Eii is the start of the railway walk from the south, and follows the west side of 
the railway for its entire length within the Gardens. The two (Grade II*) Brunel 
bridges, carrying the main axis path over the railway, are constructed in Bath stone 
(8) to the north, and to the south, a narrower cast iron bridge (11), are both located 
within this area. 

Areas Fi and Fii define the large area of the Gardens, between the railway on its west 
side and the canal on its east, bisected by the diagonal main axis path (Cii) leading 
across the canal and its northern (Grade II*) ornamental iron Chinoiserie canal 
bridge (16) in compartment Fi.  

Allotments (now unused, and never officially designated as such) have been 
introduced at the northern end (1980s) and an additional (closed) entrance is located 
there between railway and canal on to Beckford Rd.  

The area to the south of the main axis (Fii) contains the path leading to the second 
cast iron canal bridge (also Grade II*) (15). and the (Grade II) wall, railings and gate of 
the canal (14) from 1800.  

To the south is (Grade II) Sydney Gardens Hotel (12), formed from two semi-detached 
villas of 1853, which occupy part of the previous Ride and where the Labyrinth 
(indicated 12 on survey plan, and Maps 1-3) was sited. 
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2.1.1. A Note on below ground water features 

The Gardens contain a number of below ground water systems (Harrison Brookes 
2012); these include: 

− A well, located to the south of the eastern tennis court fence (Area Bii) 

− A reservoir/tank to the south of the well (Area Bii) 

− A culvert 

− A hydrant pipe 

The tank was used to supply water to The Cleveland Pools, Laura Place fountain and 
two hydrants, one in Orange Grove and the other in Parade Gardens. (The link to 
Cleveland Pools believed to be disconnected). According to mapping data, the culvert 
links the reservoir to the City supplying water to the various fountains. 

The well is an interceptor (pressure regulator) tank fed from wells and springs, 
located to the immediate south of the chain-link fence to the upper tennis courts, and 
marked by an inspection chamber (cover level 40.81m high and 2.750m above water 
level). It is approximately 600mm in diameter, stone lined and in excess of 5m deep. 
The water level was at 38.06m high when inspected in December 2012. There is an 
outlet on the south side which links to the reservoir.  

The well water could beneficially be diverted into the canal as a top up point for this 
section, or possibly used as grey water for any new development; (30,000 litres would 
provide 200 domestic users with 150 l/day). 

Access to the culvert is via an inspection chamber immediately west of the railway 
track and approximately 15m from the southern boundary of the Gardens. The 
culvert has running water and contains a pipe, reportedly carrying water from the 
reservoir, but it is not known where the running water comes from, nor the volume; 
it fluctuates in heavy rain so it could possibly be seepage or a storm drain which may 
affect any future works to the railway.  

The pipe along the side of the lower balustrade of the railway also needs further 
investigation, if this area were subject to ground modification. 

The inspection chamber cover is immediately opposite a benchmark (108.18) but has 
been given a survey level of 28.21m. The bottom of the culvert is 2.1m below ground 
level (26.11m). (A second manhole in the east side of the track zone suggests that 
there is a second point of access into the culvert). The culvert runs approximately 
east-west below the railway line, is approximately 1m high x 600mm wide, and is also 
constructed from Bath stone. It reduces and changes profile below the rail track, 
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becoming more circular in section. (There is also clearly a metal bridge section, 
probably cast iron, bisecting the culvert and reducing its height significantly at the 
point of the lines themselves, to no more than 500mm).  

The culvert extends past the reservoir eastwards towards the current Bath Spa Hotel 
site (Source: map of the Late Duke of Cleveland waterworks in possession of Wessex 
Water).  

The reservoir tank is accessed via an inspection chamber or via a side gate. The 
reservoir comprises a small access corridor at its southern end.  A large stone vaulted 
chamber to the north of the inspection chamber runs north-south. The reservoir is 
approximately 9 x 3m and has a roof that springs from the water line. The highest 
part of the roof is c1250mm below GL. The water in the reservoir is 2.7m deep down 
to sediment and holds c73cu.m (16,000gallons); the yield is 30,000 litres/day.  

Water quality is ‘unreliable’, and there is no extant extraction licence. The water level 
is regulated by a lead overflow pipe set at 2.7m, discharging into the canal to its west. 
The masonry suggests Georgian, rather than Victorian, construction. Designed to 
provide water to now defunct or alternatively serviced destinations, the water could 
be used as a supply for the Gardens or incorporated into future design proposals. 

Water enters the chamber from 2no. inlets on the north wall, approximately 2m 
apart. The NE inlet was running at the time of inspection and links back to the well. 
The NW inlet was also running and links back to a second gated inspection point 
(located in the bushes to the NW of the main tank) but it is unclear where this pipe 
runs on to, but it would appear that it passes to the west of the tennis courts and 
Loggia.  

The hydrant pipe, shown on Wessex Water plans, is a 3 inch clay pipe running 
parallel to the railway (on the Gardens’ side of lower balustrade) on the west side of 
the line. It is detailed on the water board’s most recent maps as having hydrant points 
along its length, but, although inspected, Wessex Water were unable to confirm 
whether or not these actually were hydrant points; they are suspected as redundant 
but further opening up would be required to clarify, as they could be drain points 
instead, linking back to the main culvert. 

These features accord with reports from the 1820s of Water features in the Gardens: a 
stream ran from the sham castle moat, probably in an underground conduit (Snaddon 
pp23), to a pond (possible site of the waterwheel), and further down on the edge of 
the northern bowling green, a waterfall was reported to have existed. 

The lease plan of 1794 by Baldwin indicates an area outside the lease (possibly a 
wayleave?), which includes the reservoir, and above it a round pool. 
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3.0 Timeline 

 National Events in bold 

 Sydney Gardens’ events in red 

 Management changes in blue 

1708  Parade Gardens, Bath, created from an open space by the river, as a 
lime-walk; prior to which promenading took place in the Grove (now 
Orange Grove). 

1714-27 Ascension of first Hanoverian king, George 1. 

1727 Bathwick estate purchased by Sir William Pulteney a notable and 
wealthy politician, later Earl of Bath. (His brother, General Harry 
Pulteney inherited the estate in 1764. The next owner was Frances, 
daughter of the general’s cousin, Daniel Pulteney, and the wife of 
William Johnstone, afterwards Sir William P Pulteney). In 1782 
Henrietta Laura Pulteney inherited the estate and approved the plans 
for Sydney Gardens. 

1727-60  George II ascends the throne. 

1740 Spring Gardens, by the weir, were laid out for promenading, lasting 
until 1798 (redeveloped 1800). 

1760-1820 King George III reigns. 

1770-74  Pulteney Bridge, designed by Robert Adam; an Act of Parliament 
granted for new river crossing 1768, and completed 1774, paved the 
way for development on the far side of the river. 

1775-1784 American War of Independence with Britain. 

1789-9  French Revolution led to banking crisis in Britain (Poynts). 

1790   Bathwick Villa demolished. 

1791 Plans for development of Bathwick, including Sydney Gardens, drawn 
up by Thomas Baldwin.  

1792  Shares issued. 

1793  The first terrace of houses (now Grade 1), designed by Baldwin, built.  

16 Sept 1793 Breaking ground marked by the planting of an oak tree on the site for 
Sydney Gardens. Canon fired in Spring Gardens & spectators served a 
barrel of beer. 
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1794 Baldwin bankrupted by wider banking crisis of the time. Plans 
completed by Charles Harcourt Masters, a student of Baldwin. 

April 1795 Sydney Gardens open for walking, under proprietorship of first leasee J 
Gale (to 1798). Labyrinth cost additional 3d to enter, or 6d if through 
the Grotto. The official opening took place in May. 

June 1795 Merlin Swing for 2-4 people opens; in October, is ‘improved’ to 
accommodate invalids. 

Nov 1796 Sydney Tavern foundation stone laid (completed 1799). 

June 1797 Gala held to celebrate the George III’s birthday with fireworks by 
impresario Signor Invetto. (Technical difficulties reported, including 
by Jane Austen). 

April 1799 J Gale succeeded by J Holloway as proprietor of the Gardens (returns 
Jan 1801 but June 1813 declared bankrupt), followed by his son 
Thomas Holloway. 

June 1799 Jane Austen attended a gala held in the gardens, with unsuccessful 
fireworks (Eliot) 

1800  Kennet & Avon Canal completed through the Gardens. 

7 Sept 1802 Hot-air balloon ascent by Garnerin, lands near Mells.  

10 Sept 1802 Gala, with night-time ascent. (Hot-air balloons a regular feature until 
1935). 

1803  Tea House (‘Middle Bar’) described as having a trompe l’oeil archway. 

Sept 1804 Door to canal path opened for trips on the Royal Charlotte to Bradford-
upon-Avon (Snaddon). (1885 says Gilding 1997) 

1804  14 building plots advertised for sale on the Ride in Sydney Gardens. 

1808 Second terrace of houses built to designs of John Pinch the Elder. ‘His 
work was designed in the best architectural good manners, and his 
most grandiose project – New Sydney Place completed 1808 – at once 
became a centre of fashionable living’. (Hunt 1962) 

1810  Cascade (demolished 1820). 

June 1813 Another ambitious but flawed firework display was reported, this time 
designed by Signor Vincento de Mottram, (engineer to the Prince 
Regent and artist in pyrotechnics at Vauxhall pleasure grounds). 
Mainwearing’s Annals of Bath quotes the publicity, ‘The grand scene 
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will be ‘truly classical’…It will exhibit the ivy tower in the ruins of the 
old castle upon whose turrets lowering clouds will gradually descend; 
and as they of necessity disperse, the heathen deities will be exposed to 
view, and commence their operations…In conformity with the 
mythology of the ancients, Phaeton will descend in a fiery car, whose 
wheels, in rapid rotation, will set the world on fire; and the whole 
garden will appear in one mighty blaze! And as this impetuous youth 
is returning to the tower, he will be struck with a thunderbolt by 
Jupiter, and hurled headlong into the River Po [perhaps the castle 
moat?] while a cascade is playing through its Gothic battlements, 
producing a most impressive and wonderful effect!’. Unfortunately, the 
wheels of Phaeton’s car failed in their expected rapidity and the world 
did not catch fire on that occasion; the disappointed crowds retired 
‘expressing in no unmeasured terms, the most marked dissatisfaction.’ 
However, the Bath Journal more kindly reported that, ‘The 
disappointment however, was received with much patience and good 
humour…’ Mottram, in an attempt to salvage his reputation, blamed 
sabotage in his letter to the Bath & Cheltenham Gazette. (Eliot). 

Aug 1815 Gardens to let. 

March 1816 Leasee of Sydney Gardens sells up.  

May 1816 Tavern is let furnished to another proprietor, TH Parker. 

Aug 1817 Gardens are taken over by a Mr Farnham. 

1820-30 George IV’s reign. 

March 1825 Improvements made: cascade demolished; ride macadamised; open-air 
theatre, Cosmorama, Hermit’s Cot, Watermill/Miller’s Habitation and 
Aviary built. Guide to Sydney Gardens by John Kerr published. 

July 1824 Gardens are taken over by William Bridle.  

1830-37 William IV’s reign. 

May 1830 Proposals for a spa in Sydney Tavern/Gardens (come to nothing). 

June 1830 Famous acrobat, Il Diavolo Antonio, performs in Gardens. 

Sept 1831 Coronation (of William IV) illuminations - Bridle has dispute with 
Council. 

April 1832 Concert, includes famous German ‘siffleur’ (a whistler). 

June 1832 Proprietor of Gardens becomes a Mr Norrison. 
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Oct 1832 Advertisement for Sydney Hotel, mentions coach house. 

March 1833 Sale of Bridle’s wine cellar etc. 

June 1833  Il Diavolo Antonio returns with two small children. 

Jan 1834 Sydney Tavern and Gardens offered for let. 

Bath Horticultural and Floral Society formed; Sydney Gardens become 
the venue of their annual shows.  

April 1834 Chatterton now the proprietor, who wanted to let Hotel as private 
lodgings but Trustees did not agreed. By October plans to extend the 
building instead. Middle Bar to be let independently. ‘Royal’ briefly 
appended to Sydney Gardens by proprietor. 

August 1834 Celebration held by the Friends of Emancipation (of slavery). 

1835  Gardener’s Lodge built, designed by Edward Davis in Italianate style. 

1836 Sydney House, by John Pinch the Younger, built on the Ride in the 
upper north-east corner, attached to the Loggia. 

July1836 Seymour takes over Sydney Tavern/hotel and renames it Pulteney 
Hotel (referred to as Pulteney Hotel in Bath Directories from 1837 on); 
additional storey built for bedrooms, stables and coach house built 
(removed in 1916); becomes a private lodging house. Only the coffee 
room now available to non-residents. 

1837-1901 Queen Victoria’s reign. 

1840 Two watchman's boxes added to the entrance to the forecourt of the 
Tavern.  

Bath Horticultural Society split and acquire Victoria Park (where the 
Botanic Gardens are still). Sydney Gardens Society remained and 
erected a 35 ft Octagon Rustic Pavilion as a refreshment room 
(demolished c1896) with a 7-jet fountain and artificial rockery on its 
east side (a piece of which survives as a stone ledge (beside the path 
leading from the Minerva Temple to the bowls club) (Map 4 1852) 

1841 Great Western Railway completed through the Gardens and first train 
runs through. 

1842-53 The two horticultural societies merge and hold annual shows 
alternately at Sydney Gardens and Royal Victoria Park.  
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Oct 1843 ‘Water Cure’ establishment advertised for Sydney Hotel (amounting to 
no more then services of local physician - Snaddon pp43). Dr Mastalier 
proprietor (Eliot). 

1844  A Mr Watson new proprietor (bankrupt 1848). 

1845 Financial accounts in May record restoration of Labyrinth. In July a 
Gothic Hall erected (attached to Hotel with decoration by a Mr Grieve. 
November, scientific lectures take place in the hall. 

1847  Public amusements reported as at an end. 

1848  Sydney Hotel for sale. Gothic Hall sold to proprietors of Gardens. 

1851  JT Davis takes over Hotel but pursued for debt the following year. 

1852 Disorderly conduct and vandalism reported in the Gardens. Proposal 
by J Peacock for a  ‘Crystal Palace’, with Gothic Hall converted to a 
museum. 

Aug 1852-80 Sydney Tavern & Gardens let to Bath Proprietary College. 

1852/54 Gardener’s Lodge at the north-west entrance (probably for use as a 
dwelling for a gardener) with thatched roof - shown on 1852 plan 
(Poynts). 

1852-3 A pair of semi-detached villas built on the Ride, and the remains of the 
Labyrinth, named Lonsdale and Pulteney (then Ravenswell by 1951) 
Villas (now the Sydney Hotel), in Victorian Alpine style. Designed by 
James Peacock, built by John Vaughan. 

1853  Gothic Hall sold. 

1855  Fence erected along the line of the gravel arena in front of the supper 
boxes, separating the College grounds from the Gardens.  

  Bath Royal United Horticulture Society wound up. 

1855  Group of businessmen form to save Gardens’ events. College’s lease 
restricts extent of Gardens they occupy. (Snaddon) 

May 1856 Peace Holiday Fete to celebrate end of Crimean War (1853-1856). 

1857 South side entrance, from front of College to the old Ride, enlarged and 
ironwork arch over-throw introduced. 

Gatekeeper’s Hut/Ticket Kiosk 1857 (includes fireplace) on NE side of 
the Ride provided as main entrance for flower shows and fetes (but not 
indicated before 1852 plan). 
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New pedestrian gate, opposite New Sydney Place, with wrought-iron 
lamp over-throw, added as an additional exit (Poynts). 

1861  ‘Orchestra’ (bandstand) built on west side of main axis by local 
architect Charles Phipps (demolished 1948) led to widening the main 
axis at this point to accommodate seated audience. Described in the 
Chronicle as ‘a light and elegant structure…in harmony with the lovely 
scenery of the gardens. The woodwork burnishing and the painted 
ornamentation of the interior…colours have been artistically chosen… 
retiring rooms and stowage for chairs are provided in the rear.’ 
(Snaddon pp45) 

The Hanoverian Band and Floral Fete become the new proprietors of 
Gardens. 

A Grandstand built. Paths and planting removed, simplified or 
widened, to accommodate large marquees and show crowds. 

Aug 1864 Gardens lit by gas lighting supplied free by the gas company; with 
pipes laid through the Gardens. 

Dec 1869 Proposals made for a new vehicle entrance facing Bathwick Street, and 
part of Ride to be converted to croquet lawn. 

1880  Bath Proprietary College amalgamates with Bath College. 

July 1881  Owing to the poor state of Bath Spa Railway Station, the Sydney 
Gardens section of the railway was chosen as the alighting point for a 
visit by the Duke and Duchess of Connaught; a temporary platform 
necessitated the removal of 30-40 ft of the retaining wall (Snaddon pp 
51).  

May 1889  Railway parapet taken down to level of path, between iron bridge and 
stone arch spanning Sydney Place, to facilitate arrival of Princess 
Helena (1846-1923) 3rd daughter & 5th child of Queen Victoria & Prince 
Albert. (Elliot) 

Late 1800s  Gymnasium, croquet, archery introduced, and tennis lawns laid out; 
(all cleared away after the Second World War). 

1891  Sydney Gardens - 99yr lease expires. 

1893 (16 No. (Elliot) or 14 No. Snaddon pp52 plan) building plots advertised 
for Sydney Gardens fail to sell. 
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1894*  (*Snaddon 1894 but Elliot 1897*) A new 5-storey hotel proposed for 
the site of the Sydney Hotel with 75-bedrooms, 150-seat dining room, 
electricity & lifts, Winter Garden and south facing flower garden. A 
more central scheme by the river, for the Empire Hotel on Orange 
Grove, put paid to its commercial viability. 

1901  Queen Victoria dies, Edward VII succeeds. 

1904  ‘Racquet courts’ appear on the map of 1904 to the rear of the Sydney 
Hotel in front of the Gymnasium, also making a new appearance. 

1909 Events include concerts, a ’battle of flowers, living chess’ (Elliot) 

1910  Edward VII succeeded by George V. 

Act of Parliament allows Bath Council to acquire Sydney Gardens.  

1912   Bath Council sell the former College and its immediate grounds. 

Temple of Minerva, arrives from the Empire Exhibition in the grounds 
of Crystal Palace 1911, as a promotion for the City, re-erected in Sydney 
Gardens. 

1913  Gardens re-opened to the public. 

  First tennis courts (Eliot). 

1914-18 First World War. 

1914  Bathwick Street Pay Booth, designed by Alfred J Taylor.  

Cast-iron WC erected, made by Star Works, Birmingham (Snaddon). 
Originally for both sexes, but then just men when the second unit 
arrived for women in 1920, made by Saracen Foundry, Glasgow 
(Poynts). Both Grade II and on The Heritage at Risk Register; disused, 
fenced-off and in very poor condition - see Sally Strachey Buildings 
Report. 

1914-18 Events: Red Cross fairs etc. 

June 1916 The Sydney Hotel, sold by the City of Bath to the Trustees, reopens as 
the Holburne of Menstrie Museum, remodelled for its new purpose by 
architect, Sir Reginald Blomfield. Includes formal designs for the 
gardens never realised, but the boundary rebuilt as a stone wall. 

1917   Fete in aid of local hospitals; speech by the Mayor C.H.Long.  

1920 Cast-iron WC [Ladies] erected (Cross ref. Iron Art Report within Sally 
Strachey Buildings Report). 
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1923 Complaints of ‘merry-go rounds, swings and similar amusements’ 
lowering the tone (Elliot). 

1924  Hard tennis courts introduced below Sydney House on the north-east 
side. 

1925  John Nash visits Bath and paints `The Canal Bridge, Sydney Gardens, 
Bath'.  

1928 Cannons still in place, but due to be sold. (one on E side of main axis 
between Loggia & Tennis Court – Photo Panel 05, Image 5.3)  

1937  Cannons sold for £22, except for the German gun (Elliot). 

1938 Loggia rebuilt. Originally built in 1794 as a rotunda with ionic 
columns and a serpentine screen wall with urns and sculpture above 
rotunda (shown in drawing by Wise 1810), the wings were not rebuilt 
(see also Brodribb drawing 1936) and statutary missing. 

1900-45  Other features and garden buildings fall into disrepair and demolished. 

Oct 1938 Remodelling of Loggia into a ‘diminished form’, without the wings.  

1940 Erection of utilitarian refreshment room for Air Raid Wardens; post-
war used as a Tea House; remodelled 1981 to look more like a C18th 
Gothic garden pavilion, won by competition organised by Holburne 
Museum; design by Sidney Blackmore, realised by David Brain. 

Oct/Nov 1948  ‘Orchestra’ demolished for £70 rather than repaired for £450. Ironwork 
recycled elsewhere by the Council (but not known where).  

1952-56  Series of illuminated festivals, organised by the Spa Committee; also 
organised the Bath Assembly, forerunner of the Bath Festival.  

Entertainments in the Gardens ceased, as running at a loss. 

Late 1960s  Flower garden (since remodelled) laid out to the immediate west of the 
Lodge, on the site of a former tennis lawn, which had previously 
occupied part of the perimeter Ride.  

1992  Additional safety rail added to cast-iron bridges. 

2008-11 Holburne Museum closed for redevelopment. The existing galleries 
 refurbished; extension built to the rear, facing Sydney Gardens, 
designed by architect, Eric Parry, houses purpose-built spaces for 
temporary exhibitions, collections stores, teaching space, café. As a 
consequence of the building of the extension, a more attractive 
interface with the Gardens was constructed (path, steps, ramp, flower 
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bed). The new entrance went some way in restoring the importance of 
the connection through the Museum along the axis. 

2016   Round 1 bid to Heritage Lottery Fund successful. 

2017-8  Round 2 bid in preparation. 

3.1. A Note on Pleasure Gardens 

The 2007 GL Hearn report contains a useful note on the role of the Pleasure Garden 
and its significance in the social history of the time, which has been considered more 
important than its contribution to landscape and garden history and the 
development of parks and gardens since. This could be arguable, as the idea of 
entertainment, spectacle, fireworks, concerts, and refreshments are all components of 
activities in public parks today, with temporary events such as fairgrounds, circuses, 
fetes, horticultural shows, art fairs, seasonal celebrations and so on. In the very heart 
of Copenhagen the enclosed Tivoli Gardens still provide a not dissimilar experience 
to that of the Georgian Pleasure Garden. 

Stuart (1977) in his assessment of gardens of the Georgian period identifies three 
types of urban landscapes as private gardens behind houses; semi-public garden 
squares; and fully public gardens (often landscaped estates opened to the public). The 
public Pleasure Garden is somewhat grudgingly accorded a possible fourth category, 
as it ‘played a small part in the development of garden design but is nonetheless 
widely known because it features in the literature of the time.’ 

Jennings (2005) review of Georgian Gardens for English Heritage makes no specific 
reference to the many ‘Vauxhalls’ or pleasure gardens. (Ironically the Russians 
misconstrued the term and adopted it to mean a railway station, such was the 
prevalence of ‘Vauxhalls’ on maps!).  

The grand scale of the Landscape Movement of the period with its naturalistic 
landscapes that swept away earlier formal layouts has rather elbowed out the smaller 
Pleasure Gardens which still managed to combine a formal plan with an intrinsically 
relaxed layout and the delights of artifice as a setting for entertainment. As Stuart 
rather churlishly acknowledges, ‘One certainly got value for money the maze was 
twice as big as the one at Hampton Court, and all the other bits and pieces were so 
closely jumbled that a visitor can scarcely have left one before being enveloped in the 
next.’  

It is this ability to make the most of a relatively small urban space and design it in 
such a way as to provide both surprise and delight, and combine strong axial views 
with intimate and secluded spaces, that is the Pleasure Gardens significant 
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achievement in the design and influence on parks and gardens long after their heyday 
was over. 

Popular in the C18th, attracting up to 4,000 visitors to events in Sydney Gardens, the 
increase in urbanisation and changes in taste and fashion led to their decline in the 
C19th. Many were swept away in a tide of development. Sydney Gardens is therefore 
a rare survivor, if much diminished in what it offers today. Its significance lies in its 
very survival at the heart of the physical and social environment of Georgian Bath, 
and its ability to have absorbed the scars of major transport infrastructure and turn 
them to its advantage as yet another attraction in the pleasure of the Gardens, 
bringing awe, surprise and delight down the ages. 

3.2. Historic development of Sydney Gardens 

3.2.1. The C18th - Georgian and Regency period: Origin and design intention 

Sydney Gardens was a key organising element within the design for Bathwick, on the 
east bank of the River Avon, a new residential suburb of Bath, formally planned and 
built for the landowner (the Pulteney family) in the late C18th, during the height of 
Bath’s fame as a fashionable spa town. The full extent of the intended design was 
never completed due to the decline in popularity of spa towns.  

Sydney Gardens enjoyed early success but later, as the frequent change in proprietors 
demonstrates, popularity declined in the mid C19th as fashion and demographics 
changed. Bath became less fashionable with less of an influx of visitors during the 
season; a place to visit, but more established as a place to live; ‘the haunt of officers on 
half-pay, the retired, and those in reduced circumstances’ (Fastnedge 1949). Bath was 
becoming, after the arrival of the railway, ’a duller, more residential and middle class 
settlement than in the hectic days of Beau Nash’(Gilding 1997). 

The formal plan for Bathwick, centred on an axis running from the Pulteney Bridge 
(1768), along Great Pulteney Street, terminating the vista with the Holburne Museum 
(formerly the Sydney Tavern/Pulteney Hotel), and continuing through the Sydney 
Gardens, along a main axis, which in turn closed the vista with a Loggia. This grand 
design deliberately created a visual link between the Loggia, on higher ground in the 
Gardens, and Twerton Roundhill, a promontory to the south-west of Bath.  

The Gardens were designed as an attraction to draw fashionable residents to this new 
side of the town, but they were also designed to kick start the financing of the 
development. Forty £100 shares raised much needed capital to fund the development, 
and as a pay-to-enter Pleasure Garden, derived an income for their maintenance as 
well as a return to shareholders. 
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The plans were begun by Thomas Baldwin 1792-4 and completed by his pupil Charles 
Harcourt Masters, when Baldwin was bankrupted in the wider banking crisis of 1793, 
and accused of fraud. One terrace only designed by Baldwin was completed, and later 
another, by John Pinch the Elder in 1808, but by then the fashion had moved on from 
terraces to smaller independent villas, and the totality of the grand scheme was never 
realised. If the plan had been realised in full ‘it would undoubtedly have shown him 
to have been a town planner of unusual vision and skill’ (Cunliffe 1986). 

The Gardens opened in April 1795 ‘for walking’ and officially on 11 May as the 
Sydney Vauxhall Gardens, an homage to South London’s more famous, and 
eventually infamous, Vauxhall Pleasure Gardens of c1780, upon which they were 
modelled. (Vauxhall Gardens first mentioned by John Evelyn in 1661 as ‘a pretty 
contriv’d plantation’ called New Spring Gardens, and later Vauxhall Spring Gardens, 
was laid out as a Pleasure Garden in 1732 until 1853. It was more formally laid out 
and more wooded than Sydney Gardens). 

While Sydney Gardens has a formal symmetrical and unusual hexagonal lozenge 
shape, this belies the internal layout which, apart from the wide central axis path, is 
much more informal and relaxed, with narrow meandering paths amongst clusters of 
shrubberies. These were described as ‘serpentine walks, which at every turn meet 
with sweet shady bowers furnished with handsome seats, some canopied by Nature, 
and others by Art’ (Source: The New Bath Guide 1801, quoted pp7 Snaddon).  

This concept, of a Garden as an integral piece of the townscape, designed to raise 
funds, plus the design of an informal layout within a strict symmetry, was new for the 
time, and resulted in a picturesque landscape, independent of, but after the fashion of 
Repton, who was working at Blaise Castle near Bristol in the same year, 1795.  

While nothing remains of the Vauxhall Pleasure Gardens but the site, Sydney 
Gardens is a remarkable survivor, and the best remaining example of a Georgian 
Pleasure Garden, retaining some original features, including the all-important main 
axis path.  

Its survival is largely due to its central organising role in the Bathwick plan, by being 
firmly embedded as part of the central axis. 

Surrounding the interior picturesque layout was a broad Ride round the whole 
walled perimeter within a swathe of pasture or rough meadow separating the two. 
The ride had an early form of macadam as an all-weather surface. 

At regular intervals along the perimeter are shown on the original plan, but never 
built, seven boxes of three squares (indicated on Maps No 1-3), indicating additional 
exit points for the crowds through a small gatehouse (which had a little garden 
attached), designed by Baldwin and referred to by him as ‘outletts’ (Snaddon pp8). 
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3.2.2. Description of original layout in 1795 

The 1794 Masters map of the Gardens clearly shows the central axis, with two 
bowling greens on either side, culminating in the Loggia (4 columns and 4 sculpted 
bays in plan). The Labyrinth is on the NE side, and between it and the Loggia are 
indicated groups of swings amongst sheltering shrubberies (adapted for both men, 
and women, presumably to retain their modesty). Illustrations indicate that some or 
all of the swings were designed for two, each standing at either end of a long plank, 
rather than sitting decorously. 

Other features included a sham castle with a moat (with water from natural springs 
at the top of the Gardens) on the NW corner, and designed to be glimpsed across a 
broad lawn from the main axis. Two other buildings are indicated – one near the 
castle (a tea house?) and the other on the east side by a group of swings (possibly a tea 
house or a shelter) – but not described. 

The Bath Guide 1801 (ibid) notes that there were plenty of secluded arbours and 
bowers with seats covered either by pergolas with climbing plants, or roofed in stone 
or thatch. It also mentions pavilions – and waterfalls. There would have been urns 
and statues to enliven the walks, which are not shown specifically on any of the 
historic maps (apart from a series of ‘vases’ on the 1886 map) but can be surmised 
from the design of contemporary gardens; urns can be occasionally glimpsed in 
contemporary illustrations. 

The main entrance was through Sydney Tavern of 1796 (now the Holburne Museum), 
not built until after the Gardens first opened. The Tavern itself housed on the ground 
floor rooms for private dining, meetings and public talks, newspaper reading, card 
playing, and coffee drinking, while a ballroom occupied most of the first floor with a 
conservatory and semi-circular external balcony for an orchestra overlooking the 
Gardens. 

Radiating wings at ground level, shown on the plan, represented covered, open-
fronted Supper Boxes (Photopanel 6, images 6.1 & 6.2), much like the ones at 
Vauxhall, and enclosed a large level and gravelled area for entertainments and 
promenading. The ‘moveable orchestra’, marked on the plan in this area, where, on 
other occasions, elaborate firework displays were held and, later, hot air balloon 
flights launched.  

‘The supper-boxes, created within the colonnade around three sides of the Grove, 
were like theatre boxes, open at the front, and large enough to seat six or eight people 
on fixed benches around a table. A party of visitors to Vauxhall would order their 
supper immediately on entering, and they could choose either to dine at one of the 
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tables scattered around the Grove or else to be allocated a supper-box, identifiable not 
only by a number, but by the painting hung in the back of each one, to which they 
could return after promenading in the gardens or listening to the music (fig. 9). 
Suppers were served from about 9 p.m., and consisted of light refreshments – thinly-
carved cold meats and salads, pastries and cakes, as well as wines, beers, ciders and 
punch, all served by well-trained and speedy waiters.’ Source: 
http://www.vauxhallgardens.com/vauxhall_gardens_briefhistory_page.html  

Public breakfasts were served from noon and consisted of tea or coffee, rolls and Sally 
Lunn buns. Dancing took place afterwards; at night the Gardens were illuminated 
with over 15,000 oil lamps.  

A similar display is described at Vauxhall’s Pleasure Garden: 

‘As suppers were being served, the great special effect of Vauxhall was enacted; a 
whistle was blown, the signal for lamp-lighters to hurry to their allotted stations 
around the Grove; at a second whistle, they would light cotton-wool fuses which had 
been set up during the day to guide the flame from one oil-lamp to another; in this 
way, it was said, thousands of lamps could be lit 'in an instant' (ibid), an effect which, 
before the days of electricity, must have been staggering.  

 

3.2.3. The C19th and coming of mass transport 

A version of the 1794 map was published in 1800 and shows the first major change to 
the Gardens with the coming of the Kennet and Avon Canal, built between 1799-
1810. Designed by the great Scots engineer John Rennie (1761-1821), the line of the 
canal shows great sensitivity in its deep (12ft) cut describing a gentle arc through the 
NE corner of the Gardens and discretely avoiding destroying the original features of 
sham castle, an unknown garden building nearby, the swings and the Labyrinth. 

The canal enters the Gardens via two short tunnels. It exits through The Cleveland 
Tunnel, 53m in length, which runs under Cleveland House (Grade II*), the former 
headquarters of the Kennet and Avon Canal Company. (A trap door in the roof of the 
tunnel allowed paperwork to pass between bargees and clerks). 

The Gardens’ committee insisted upon two cast-iron Chinoiserie bridges, (1800) 
forged in Coalbrookdale, to counter the severance of the Gardens, (together with 
£2,100 for disruption and loss of ground) and two stone bridges for the Ride, on which 
stone portals portray Old Father Thames and Sabrina, goddess of the River Severn.  

Despite initial opposition, the advent of the canal soon proved to be an attraction in 
its own right, adding to the ‘Picturesque Beauties’ for which the Gardens were much 

http://www.vauxhallgardens.com/vauxhall_gardens_briefhistory_page.html
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admired. (Source: March 1801 opening announcement of the new season, quoted by 
Snaddon pp20). 

1810 a Cascade was built (demolished 1820s). 

In 1819, ‘Walks through Bath’ by Pierce Egan contain a description of Sydney 
Gardens that would have been familiar to Jane Austen 15 years earlier: 

‘The Entrance to Sydney Tavern and Gardens has to boast of much respectability; and 
the tavern is a capacious and elegant erection. Sydney-Gardens is one of the most 
prominent, pleasing, and elegant features attached to the City of Bath. 

The hand of taste is visible in every direction of it; and the plants and trees exhibit the 
most beautiful luxuriance. Upon gala-nights, the music, singing, cascades, 
transparencies, fire-works, and superb illuminations, render these gardens very 
similar to Vauxhall. The Orchestra is close to the back of the Tavern, neatly arranged 
and elevated, with a large open space before it, well gravelled. The gradual ascent of 
the principal walk, that leads to the top of the gardens up to a half-circular stone 
pavilion, which is paved and covered in, with a seat round it, and supported by 
several stone pillars, upon a gala-night has a most brilliant effect, from the numerous 
variegated lamps with which it is ornamented. The walks are all well rolled and 
gravelled; and seats and places for refreshment are to be met with in various parts of 
the gardens. The view, when seated in the above pavilion down to the orchestra, 
across the arches covered with lamps, gives it a very captivating appearance. Upon 
those nights set apart for promenading only, a military band attends; and music also 
enlivens the scene, when public breakfasts are given. There are also several swings, 
adapted for the ladies; and others for gentlemen. Numerous covered-in boxes; and 
several alcoves formed with much botanical taste, grottos, &c. render this promenade 
highly attractive during the summer evenings’. 

The Sydney Tavern was not originally a place where guests would stay overnight; it 
was not until 1836 that it became a hotel in the modern sense, when an additional 
floor was added, and thereafter referred to as the Pulteney Hotel, to distinguish it 
from the newly built Sydney House. Although from 1813 it was increasingly referred 
to as an hotel (suggesting that some rooms may have been available to hire for paying 
guests from that time) rather than a tavern, but perhaps because hotel had a superior 
tone and association. 

During the first quarter of the 1800s various new attractions were introduced to the 
Gardens These included: 

 Cascade (1810-20) an artificial rural scene with figures, and ‘water’ in the form of 
tin sheets, falling down a ravine, moved by a clockwork mechanism;  
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 Aviary (1824) at the end of the western Supper Boxes (Snaddon pp23 says 
converted from last 3 boxes which were detached from the main range of boxes). 
1828, 80-100 of the 140 exotic and rare birds stolen (not known if replaced); 

 ‘Cosmorama’ (1824), opposite the Aviary at the end of the eastern Supper Boxes. It 
was invented in France in 1821 to show images of distant places or dramatic 
landscape scenes backlit, and when seen through convex glass windows appearing 
life-size;  

 Hermit's Cot, tucked away at the end of a minor walk to appear secluded, with a 
‘robed puppet figure for the hermit’, thought to be perhaps influenced by Queen 
Caroline’s 1790s picturesque garden at Frogmore, near Windsor, which contained 
a hermit’s cell (Snaddon);  

 Watermill or ‘Miller's Habitation,’ a painted backdrop with real water-wheel 
powered by water from the natural springs in the upper part of the Gardens;  

 Theatre, open to the air, a proscenium arch forming a bower, with painted 
backdrop of a romantic landscape, waterfall and animated figures, lit by concealed 
lights. 

 Water features: a stream ran from the sham castle moat, probably in an 
underground conduit (Snaddon pp23), to a pond (possibly site of the waterwheel), 
and further down on the edge of the northern bowling green, a waterfall. 

An 1825 guidebook to the Gardens (published by John Kerr, quoted pp7 Snaddon) has 
a frontispiece illustrating the Labyrinth with the Merlin Swing in the middle 
(indicating something on plan that could be rather like a showboat and contain 
several people) and a thatched open sided umbrella like shelter in each quadrant of 
the maze. In each corner of this illustration is a sketch of other attractions in the 
Gardens: the sham castle and moat; a thatched Hermitage; the alternative Grotto 
entrance that led into the Labyrinth (for an additional fee); and the Miller’s house or 
‘habitation’ with its real water wheel. The Miller’s house itself, however, relied on 
painted backdrops for its effect.  

The Merlin Swing, in the centre of the Labyrinth, was invented by John Joseph Merlin 
(who had his portrait painted by Thomas Gainsborough , who was resident in Bath 
for some years). He invented or improved musical instruments, watches, roller skates, 
Bath Chairs and countless other items. Merlin was very interested in the effects of 
gravity on health and it is assumed that his swing was a form of contraption whereby 
stresses on the body could be relieved.  

In 1836 Sydney House, by John Pinch the Younger, was built on the Ride in the upper 
north-east corner, attached to the Loggia, which was rebuilt c. 1910. The Sydney Hotel 
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added a further storey for bedrooms. The following year, 1837 the Sydney Hotel was 
renamed the Pulteney Hotel (Source: Bath Directories from 1837, cited in Saddon 
pp28) and becomes a private lodging house; only the coffee room remains publicly 
available to non-residents.  

In 1835 a Lodge was built for a gardener to live in near the north-west entrance, 
designed by Edward Davis in an Italianate stye. 

In 1833 Brunel began the survey of the line and c1839 work started on Isambard 
Kingdom Brunel’s Great Western Railway that runs in a deep cutting, more-or-less 
parallel with, and close to the canal to its east. As it intrudes more deeply into the 
Gardens, severing them again into two parts, it necessitated the destruction of a Tea 
House, part of the Castle and part of the Labyrinth, the sham Castle, and fatally 
interrupted the C18 perimeter walk. Two new footbridges were built over the railway 
to carry the adjacent roads (1840 designed by Brunel) and within the Gardens a wide 
stone bridge over the railway, to continue the main axis up to the Loggia, with a 
smaller cast iron bridge to the south, but none to maintain the integrity of the Ride. 
The railway was embanked to the west and retained by a wall with a path built the 
length of the railway on both sides. Viewing platforms were provided, which are still 
in use by today’s train-spotters. 

The railway cutting through Sydney Gardens, while necessarily much straighter than 
the meander of the picturesque canal, resulted in exceptional architectural treatment 
to the associated structures of tunnel entrances, retaining walls and bridges. Brunel’s 
genius was not only in engineering challenges but in his robust approach to the form 
of design, proving that large infrastructure need not necessarily be detrimental to 
aesthetically designed landscapes. 

The historic lower footpath adjacent to the tracks, with access via the side of both 
bridges, is evident on past historic maps of the area, prints, and photographs. The 
path was, for the most part, wider than today. A very early photograph of the lower 
footpath in the Gardens, dated 1863, when broad gauge was still in use on Brunel’s 
line, appears to show a substantial, wide gravel path, adjacent the stone balustrade 
(ref. web link below). Note also the lack of planting on the smaller of the landscaped 
embankments on the middle section of the line, which then leads to the proposed 
viewing area.  

www.bathintime.co.uk/image/1131247/the-great-western-railway-passing-through-sydney-gardens-
bath-1863 

The next web link shows a print of the walk along the lower footpath near the stone 
balustrade in 1843, which appears to be leading up to the bridge on the main avenue 
in Sydney Gardens. 
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www.bathintime.co.uk/image/1127069/sydney-gardens-bath-january-1st-1843 

The railway proved to be as much of an attraction for its novelty as the canal had 
been; the steam puffing out of the cutting must have been impressive and rather in 
keeping with the spectacles staged in the Gardens for entertainment. The first train 
ran through Sydney Gardens on the 30th June 1841. 

In 1839-40, when the Horticulture Society split, and one half acquired Victoria Park, 
the Sydney Gardens Society built an Octagonal Rustic Pavilion for refreshments on 
the western side of the main axis (demolished 1896). It was described by a reporter of 
The Chronicle as ‘…a light and elegant erection constructed of unbarked wood … 
surmounted by a Lantern of similar shape’ (Snaddon pp42), together with a 7-jet 
fountain and artificial rockery on its east side (a piece of which survives as a stone 
ledge beside the path leading from the Minerva Temple to the bowls club). 

In 1840 two watchman's boxes were added to the entrance to the forecourt of the 
Sydney Hotel. 

With the Ride severed, and a probable need to raise capital, in 1850 there were 
proposals to divide the perimeter into building plots. In 1853 only a pair of semi-
detached villas were built on the Ride, and the site of the Labyrinth, between railway 
and canal, facing Sydney Road, named Lonsdale and Pulteney (renamed Ravenswell 
by 1951). The single access control through the Hotel had come to an end by 1852, as 
new entrances are shown on the 1852 Plan (Map 4) 

In August 1853 the Sydney Tavern and Gardens ceased to be an hotel and were let to 
Bath Proprietary College. Two years later the College was fenced off from the 
Gardens, severing a fundamental relationship.  

In the same year the Bath Horticulture Society was wound up, prompting a group of 
businessmen to come to the rescue and resulting in the Hanoverian Band and Floral 
Fete taking on the management of the Gardens. 

In 1857 a Gatekeeper’s hut with a fireplace and chimney was introduced to the side of 
the main building sited on the side of the Ride, presumably to act as a ticket booth or 
kiosk on entry to the Gardens, now the Sydney Tap/Hotel was let to the College and 
ceased to be the main way in to the Gardens. (It is not known what the arrangements 
were in the intervening four years). 

 

In 1861 an ‘Orchestra’, or bandstand, appears on the west side of the main axis, (Map 
(demolished 1948) which necessitated widening of the main axis to accommodate 
seats for listeners. (See illustration in the Nelson print 1865 pp47 Snaddon). 
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In December 1869 there were proposals for a new entrance for vehicles facing 
Bathwick Street, and part of the Ride to be converted to a croquet lawn. 

At an unknown date, a plant nursery was established on part of the Ride on the north-
west perimeter (Beckford Road). 

In the late 1800s, a gymnasium, croquet, archery, and tennis lawns were introduced. 

In July 1881 a reception in the Gardens organised by the Fete Committee, occasioned 
the ‘Queen of the West’ marquee for 800 seated and 200 standing to be erected, for the 
arrival of the Duke and Duchess of Connaught arriving by train, which also 
necessitated a temporary platform being built and the dismantling of 30-40 foot of 
stone balustrade. ’40 quaintly dressed little girls in white muslin…bearing gipsy 
baskets containing roses with which to strew the ground’ lined their pathway 
(Snaddon pp 51). 

1880 Bath Proprietary College amalgamates with Bath College. 

Again, in May 1889, a section of the railway parapet was taken down to path level, 
between the iron bridge and stone arch spanning Sydney Place, to facilitate the arrival 
of Princess Helena (1846-1923), the 3rd daughter & 5th child of Queen Victoria & Prince 
Albert  (Elliot).  

In 1891 the 99-year lease on the Gardens expired and its heyday as a pleasure garden 
ended. 

In 1893 building plots were again advertised but failed to sell (either 16no. Elliot or 
14no. pp52 plan Snaddon). 

In 1894 (Snaddon) or 1897 (Elliot) a new 5-storey hotel was proposed for the site of 
the Sydney Hotel with 75-bedrooms, 150-seat dining room, electricity and lifts, 
Winter Garden and south facing flower garden. A more central scheme by the river, 
for the Empire Hotel on Orange Grove, put paid to the commercial viability of the 
proposal. 

While the fate of Sydney Gardens and the Sydney Tavern/Hotel hung in the balance, 
with proposals to sell the Gardens separately from the building, Bath Council came to 
the rescue. 

3.2.4. The Modern era – C20th developments 

Despite the lease ceasing, new ‘Racquet courts’ appear on the map of 1904, to the rear 
of the Sydney Hotel, in front of a new Gymnasium. Events in the Gardens also 
continued in 1909 and included concerts, a ‘battle of flowers, living chess’ (Elliot). 
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In 1910 an Act of Parliament allowed Bath Council to acquire Sydney Gardens, 
including the Sydney Tavern/Hotel, previously occupied by the Bath Proprietary 
College.  

Two years later, in 1912 Bath Council sold the former College, and its immediate 
grounds, to the Trustees of the Holburne of Menstrie Museum. It re-opened in 1916, 
having been remodelled for its new purpose by architect, Sir Reginald Blomfield. The 
College fence on the boundary pf the Gardens having been replaced by a more 
substantial stone wall. 

In 1913 the Gardens re-opened to the public. The Temple of Minerva was erected on 
the site of an original stone alcove/shelter from 1794, of which there is no visual 
record, and new tennis courts marked out. The Temple is something of an oddity 
(according to Snaddon pp60) as ‘its Roman earnestness is at odds with the spirit of the 
original Pleasure Gardens, and its 22ft cube is a little over-assertive’. It was designed 
by a local architect, based on the fragments of a Roman pediment found near the 
Roman Baths in 1790, for the City’s contribution to the Empire Exhibition of 1911 in 
Crystal Palace. It was built on the site of a small stone alcove or shelter, indicated on 
the Baldwin 1795 plan, which was pretty much derelict in 1914 and pulled down, the 
materials used in a tool shed (possibly the stone structure on the site of the 
’Cosmorama’ in the current maintenance yard?) at a cost of £11.10s (Snaddon pp60). 
The Indian Bean tree beside it is a rare hybrid, Catalpa erubescens. 

In 1914 a cast-iron public convenience was installed in the grounds, available for use 
for both men and women. The WC was made by Star Works foundry, Birmingham. 

In 1914 the Bathwick Street Pay Booth, designed by Alfred J Taylor MSA, was built so 
the Gardens were not immediately free at the point of entry.  

During the First World War, 1914-18, the Gardens continued to host events, such as 
Red Cross fairs, and in 1917 a fete in aid of local hospitals, with a speech by the Mayor 
C.H.Long.  

In 1920 a second public convenience just for women was installed, and the existing 
toilets became men only. Both the new WC, and alterations to the original, was 
carried out by the Saracen Foundry, Glasgow, owned by Macfarlane; established in 
1856, it was one of the world’s leading foundries of the time and exported globally. At 
the time the WC cost £362 10s.  

In 1923 complaints were reported of ‘merry-go rounds, swings and similar 
amusements’ lowering the tone (Elliot pp6). 

In 1924 hard-surfaced tennis courts were introduced to the area below Sydney House 
on the north-east side. 
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In 1928 the cannons were still in place, visible on upper lawns in 1920s photo of 
Loggia (see Dafnis collection, Bath In Time) but due to be sold, except for the German 
gun (Elliot), and in 1937 they fetched £22. 

In 1932 hard-surfaced tennis courts were laid out as seen on the 1951 plan. 

Oct 1938 the Loggia was rebuilt and reduced in size. 

After the Second World War (1939-45) the gymnasium, croquet, archery, and tennis 
lawns were all cleared away.  

In Oct/Nov 1948 the ‘Orchestra’ was demolished for £70 rather than repaired for £450. 
The ironwork was reportedly recycled elsewhere by the Council but not known 
where.  

1952-56 a series of illuminated festivals was held, organised by the Spa Committee, 
who also organised the Bath Assembly, a forerunner of the Bath Festival. 
Entertainments in the Gardens then ceased, as running at a loss. 

In the late 1960s a flower garden (since remodelled) was laid out to the immediate 
east of the Lodge, on the site of a former tennis lawn, which, in turn, had previously 
occupied part of the perimeter Ride.  

In 2008 the Holburne Museum closed for redevelopment. The existing galleries were 
refurbished and an extension built to the rear, facing Sydney Gardens, designed by 
architect, Eric Parry, which houses purpose-built spaces for temporary exhibitions, 
collections stores, teaching space and a café. 

In 2011 the Holburne Museum re-opened to the public.  

 

3.3. Table of Features: First appearance, and losses 

Feature/Structure Dates first appears Dates 
lost/Extant 

Notes 

The Ride 1794, 1808 1845 semi-
detached 
villas & 
Sydney 
House 
1886 lawn 
tennis courts 
1840 railway 
severed 
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1886 Nursery 
Bowling 
green, 
playground 

Cascade 1810  Location 
uncertain 

Hermit’s Cot 1794? 1830/6 Not shown on 
1852 

On edge of 
Gardens lined up 
on gap between 
supper boxes & 
Cosmorama 

Sham Castle & moat 1794, 1830/6 1840 lost to 
the railway 

 

Moveable orchestra 
stage 

1794,1808, 1810 
(Godwin), 1845 

 Not shown on 
1830/6 Pinch map; 
1845 map 
unreliable. 

Middle Bar (Tea 
House) 

1794,1808,c1830, 
1810 

1840 lost to 
the railway 
cutting 

 

Labyrinth 1795, 1808, 1830/6, 
1845 remains 

Impacted by 
railway 
cutting 1840. 
Lost by 1851 
when villas 
built. 

Illustrated on the 
1794, 1800 and 
1808 plans. 
A copy of the 
original maze was 
created on the 
Glendurgan Estate 
(Cornwall) in 1833 
- still exists on NT 
estate as a laurel 
hedge maze. 

Merlin swing 1794,1808 See Labyrinth 
above.  

 

Sydney Tap 1830/6 Pinch shows 
out-buildings 
(stables, coach-
house to SW, 

SW cleared 
by 1852 but 
‘Tap’ remains; 
gone by 1886. 

Debateable 
location. Some 
suggest possible 
location on or near 
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possibly also the 
Sydney Tap, a 
separate 
establishment for 
servants, to the SE). 

existing ruin (K. 
Elliott) 
Historically 
thought to be in 
the basement of 
the Museum 
(Snaddon et al). 

Aviary 
 
 

1824, 1885 (shown 
glazed), 1904. 
 

Lost by 1932 
map 

Converted from 
last 3 North 
Supper Boxes  

Open air Theatre c1820s. 1830/6 
occupies space 
between supper 
boxes & aviary 

  

Cosmorama 1824 
Exact location not 
known but in 
vicinity of last 3 
southern Supper 
Boxes 

Date lost not 
known. 
(A building/ 
group of 
buildings are 
shown on 
1932,1951,19
69 maps but 
these are 
unlikely to be 
the original 
building, 
although 
they could be 
constructed 
from the 
same stone, as 
it shows 
altered in 
shape & 
slightly 
different 
position). 
 

‘The Ruinette’ may 
contain part of the 
plinth of the 
Supper 
Box/Cosmorama - 
cross ref. Sally 
Strachey Report 
2018. 
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Supper Boxes 1794, 1805 Nattes 
aquatint, 1904 

1885, 1904 
shows 
shortened. 
Removed 
1913. 

 

Rustic Octagon 
Pavilion 
Refreshment Room 
& fountain 

1840, 1886 1896 
demolished 

By Edward Davies, 
pupil of Soane 
(Atkinson 1989) 

Gymnasium 1886 Gardeners’ 
Chronicle 
1885 map 

  

Bandstand c1860-1, 1885, 1904, 
1932, 1952 (location 
shown dotted) 

1940 derelict 
1948 
demolished 

Charles Phipps 
architect 

Croquet, archery, 
lawn tennis 

c1860   

Swings 1794,1808,c1830/6 
(Pinch) 

1852 lacks 
detail, not 
evident on 
1885 map 

Indicated by 4 dots 
on maps 

Main axis and paths 1794, 1808, 1810 
(axis widened in 
front of 
orchestra/bandstand
) 

Main axis 
extant; 
secondary 
paths largely 
extant but 
rationalised 

 

Canal, bridges 1800 bridges, 1808 
map 

Extant  

Railway, bridges 1840, 1845 
(Godwin) map 

Extant Godwin map still 
shows the unbuilt 
‘Outletts’; 
probably based on 
1810 map 

Sydney House 
(attached to Loggia) 

1845 (Godwin) map Extant Footprint not as 
built/shown on 



 

 

April 2018 
Conservation Plan – DRAFT 

Error! No text of specified style in document. 

33 

later maps 

Boundary between 
SG & HM 

1852 fence erected, 
1885, 1904, 1932 
Blomfield’s 1913 
boundary wall on a 
more kinked line 

Extant  

Watchman’s Boxes 
(Holburne Museum 
frontage) 1840 

1794, 1830/6 as 
situated today. 

Extant   1794 shows 
original intention 
on curved corner; 
later boundary cut 
back at a straight 
angle 

Gardener’s Lodge 1835  Extant  

Lonsdale/Ravenswel
l villas 

1851 Extant Built on the Ride 
& the Labyrinth 

Tennis courts - lawn 1886  Either side of 
Sydney Place 
entrance 

Bowling greens 1794,1808, c1830/6 SW bowling 
green 
impacted by 
railway 1840 
then lost to 
tennis courts 
by 1886; SE 
one impacted 
by Octagon 
Refreshment 
Pavilion 1840, 
unmarked 
but area of 
lawn remains 

Originally either 
side of main axis  

Tennis courts 1932, 1951 Extant Tennis courts 
either side of 
bowling green & 
below Sydney 
House 
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Playground 1968  Northern most 
tennis court 
replaced by 
playground 

Cast-iron WC (M) 1914 Extant Heritage at Risk 

Cast-iron WC (W) 1920 Extant Heritage at Risk 

Temple of Minerva 1913 on site of 1794 
stone alcove. 

1830/6 – 1904 
map 
Extant 

1951, 1968 marked 
as ‘shelter’ 

Bathwick St. Pay 
Box/Booth 

c1914, 1932 map Extant By Alfred J Taylor 
MSA 

Electricity sub-
stations 

1932,1951 Sydney 
Rd entrance 
1951 N of Sydney 
Place entrance 

Extant  
 
Extant 

Decommissioned 
now ‘The Bothy’ 
 

Air Raid Wardens’ 
refreshment room/ 
Tea House 

1952 map Extant Converted to 
Regency Gothic 
Tea House 1983 

Gatekeeper’s Hut/ 
Ticket booth 

1886, 1904, 1951, 
1968 

Extant Sweeping path 
with 1857 ticket 
booth; path lost by 
1951. Hut has lost 
thatch roof & 
decorative 
bargeboards 
(Snaddon pp57) 

3.4. Summary of extant and lost features 

Extant      Lost 

Loggia (rebuilt)     Statuary on the Loggia 

Canal bridges      The Ride 

Railway bridges, retaining wall   Labyrinth & Merlin swing 

Watchman’s Boxes      Sydney Tap  

Gardener’s Lodge     Stables, coach house    
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Main axis & most of path network   Cosmorama 

Bathwick Street Pay Box/Booth1914   Supper Boxes  

(now an Ice cream kiosk)    Views (in part) 

Temple of Minerva     Hermit’s Cot 

Air Raid shelter/converted to Teahouse  Sham Castle ruin & moat 

Sub-station/ now Bothy    Cascade & other water features 

Trees & layout of central shrubberies  Groups of swings 

Edwardian cast-iron WCs    Middle Temple tearoom 

Gatekeeper’s Hut/ Ticket booth 1857  Rustic Octagon Pavilion & 
fountain 

Stone boundary wall Railings &vehicle gates by Singer 
of Frome 

Cast-iron overthrows to gates   Orchestra/Bandstand 

Access to canal, but possibly added 1985(?)  Lawn tennis courts, bowling 
greens 

Part of one long seat     Gymnasium & ‘racket courts’  

       Alcoves, long seats, urns 
  

       

3.5. Entertainments and Activities in the Pleasure Gardens 

The varied and extensive number of entertainments and activities in the Gardens 
throughout their history are summarised in Appendix 4, at8.4. 

3.6. Historic management Summary 

Sydney Gardens were originally managed with the Sydney Tavern, as this was the 
single point of access to the Gardens and controlled the numbers of the paying public.  

The lease was let to: 

[4 yrs] April/May 1795-99 - J Gale. (Labyrinth costs additional 3d to enter, or 6d if 
though the Grotto). 

[16 yrs] April 1799 - J Holloway (returns Jan 1801 but June 1813 declared bankrupt), 
followed by his son Thomas Holloway. 
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[2yrs] Aug 1815 - Gardens to let. 

March 1816 - Leasee (T Holloway?) of Sydney Gardens sells up.  

May 1816 - Tavern is let furnished to another proprietor, TH Parker. 

[7 yrs] Aug 1817 - Mr Farnham takes over the Gardens. 1820 Cascade demolished. 

[8 yrs] March or July 1824 - William Bridle takes over the Gardens and introduces new 
attractions: Aviary, ‘Cosmorama’, Hermit’s Cot, Watermill or ‘Miller’s Habitation’ and 
other water features added.  

[2yrs] June 1832 - Mr Norrison takes over the Gardens. 

March 1833 - Bridle’s wine cellar etc. for sale. 

Jan 1834 - Sydney Tavern and Gardens to let. 

[?] April 1834 - Chatterton now proprietor of Sydney Hotel, wanted to let Hotel as 
private lodgings (a downturn), not agreed. By October plan to extend the building 
instead. Middle Bar to be let independently. 

1836 - Sydney Hotel, additional storey built for bedrooms (removed in Bloomfield’s 
remodelling of the Holburne Museum). 

1837 - Sydney Hotel (renamed the Pulteney Hotel in Bath Directories after 1837) 
becomes a private lodging house; only the coffee room remains available to non-
residents. 

Aug 1853 - Sydney Tavern & Gardens ceased to be an hotel - let to Bath Proprietary 
College. 

1855 - Group of businessmen form to save Gardens’ events. College’s lease amended 
to restrict extent of Gardens in their control. 

1861 - Hanoverian Band and Floral Fete now proprietors of Gardens. (Elliot) 

1880 - Bath Proprietary College amalgamates with Bath College. 

1891 - 99yr lease on the Gardens expires and its heyday as a pleasure garden ends. 

1910 - Act of Parliament allows Bath Council to acquire Sydney Gardens.  

1912 - Bath Council sell the former College and its immediate grounds. 

1913 - Bath Council Parks and Cemeteries Committee re-open Gardens to the public.  

1914 - Pay Booth at Bathwick Street entrance built - not yet free access. (£219.10s for 
pillars, shelter, railings & turnstile, £79 wrought-iron gates by Singer of Frome – 
Snaddon pp58). 
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3.7. Some notable people associated with Sydney Gardens  

Thomas Baldwin (c.1750 – 1820)  

Baldwin was a surveyor and architect working mainly in Bath. He started the work on 
Sydney Gardens and was responsible for the design of many of Bath’s buildings 
including the Sydney Hotel (now the Holburne Museum of Art). Appointed the Bath 
City Architect in 1775, and then the City Surveyor, and responsible for the planning 
and building of Bathwick. 

Charles Harcourt Masters (1759 - 1866)  

Charles Harcourt Masters was a student of Baldwin’s, a surveyor and architect 
working mainly in Bath. He is widely accredited with laying out Sydney Gardens 
between 1796-7 and the Sydney Hotel. He also laid out the park around Dyrham Park, 
Gloucestershire. 

(1-12 Sydney Place by Thomas Baldwin c1795. 93-103 Sydney Place by John Pinch the 
Elder 1808, Grade 1). 

Richard Brinsley Sheridan (1751-1816)  

Playwright, (The Rivals, School for Scandal etc) also MP 1780-1812, Treasurer of the 
Navy 1806-7, Buried in Poets’ Corner, Westminster Abbey. 

Elizabeth Ann Linley was his first wife (painted by Gainsborough, who lived in Bath 
1759-75). ‘In the most retired parts of the gardens one of these grottos, it appears, was 
once the happy meeting-place, and dedicated to the tender passion, with a sincerity 
and animation unrivalled, by one of the greatest geniuses that ever adorned this or 
any other country, but who is gone to that “bourne from whence no traveller 
returns,” following the superior, amiable, and affectionate object of his heart, who 
had also long been previously consigned to the icy tomb of death. The remembrance 
of the late Richard Brinsley Sheridan, Esq. and his wife, Miss Linley, (termed ‘the 
syren and angel’ of the concerts at Bath,) must render this grotto a most interesting 
feature to every lover of talent, elegance, and virtue.’ (Source: Sydney Gardens from 
1819, ‘Walks through Bath’ by Pierce Egan). 

Jane Austen (1775-1817) 

In 1800 Jane Austen’s parents determined to leave Steventon, Hampshire, where they 
had lived for thirty years, and settle in Bath. Jane Austen was 25 in December 1800 
and the decision came as a complete shock; all the adult children were distressed, and 
felt a deep loss in their childhood home, although it was being passed to her brother 
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James. Her biographer, Claire Tomalin, relates that, while Jane had enjoyed being a 
visitor to Bath she had no wish to live there. The few of her letters that survive 
describe Bath as ‘vapour, shadow, smoke and confusion’; the disruption crippled her 
ability to write. The family first took lodgings at 4 Sydney Place between 1801-1804/5. 
Tomalin (pp171) describes ‘a briskness and brightness but no enthusiasm’ in her 
letters to her sister Cassandra, and the content and tone of the four letters written 
during her first few weeks in Bath ‘suggest a mind struggling against low spirits’ 
(ibid). As a keen observer, she could pen a brittle brightness that barely masks the 
bitterness, as in this remark, “It would be very pleasant to be near Sydney Gardens; we 
might go into the labyrinth every day.” (Letter to Cassandra Austen 1801). In another 
letter she mentions that ‘the fireworks in Sydney Gardens were really beautiful and 
surpassing my expectations; the illuminations too, were very pretty’ (quoted by 
Catherine Pitt in the Bath Magazine on-line). 

On 18 June 1799 she attended a gala held in the gardens but left no account that has 
survived, However, Sydney Gardens’ influence appears in two out of her six novels, in 
Persuasion and Northanger Abbey. 

John Rennie (1761-1821) 

C18th Scottish engineer educated at Edinburgh University, he joined Boulton and 
Watt, in Staffordshire 1784 and took charge of building a steam engine for the Albion 
Flour Mills in Blackfriars, London. He had already made use of cast iron for replacing 
timber pinions in wooden trundles, and then went on to use iron instead of wood in 
the shaft and framing of the steam engine. In 1791 he set up on his own, undertaking 
significant engineering works. His interest in canals began with the Lancaster canal 
1792, and a number of challenging terrains, such as the Rochdale canal 1799, before 
turning to the Kennet and Avon canal 1794-1810. He was also involved in major 
drainage schemes for the Fens. His work on bridges, fusing the new material of cast 
iron with stone, enabled the introduction of low, wide and elliptical arches. (old) 
Waterloo Bridge, London was considered his masterpiece. He was renowned for his 
keen eye and line of beauty of his architecture and has left an enduring legacy. Two of 
his seven sons oversaw the completion of his 1820 design for London Bridge after his 
death 1824-31. Southwark Bridge, replaced 1920, was his third London bridge design 
formed of three cast iron spans 1815-19. He also designed docks at Hull, Liverpool, 
and extension to the East and West India docks in London 1809, as well as making 
improvements to others, such as Ramsgate, Chatham etc. While at Ramsgate he used 
and made improvements to the diving bell.  At Hull he made use of an earlier 
invention by Bentham an improved the steam dredger. The elegant line of the mile 
long breakwater of Plymouth Sound was first proposed by Rennie in 1806 and 
completed by his son, a colossal undertaking that took from 1812-41. 
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Isambard Kingdom Brunel (1800 – 1859) 

Isambard Kingdom Brunel was a leading British civil engineer, famed for his bridges 
and dockyards, and especially for the construction of the first major British railway, 
the Great Western Railway; a series of famous steamships, including the first 
propeller-driven transatlantic steamship; and numerous important bridges and 
tunnels. His designs revolutionised public transport and modern engineering. 

In 1833 Brunel conducted a survey for the proposed railway from Bristol to London. 
After the completion of the survey he was appointed Engineer to the Great Western 
Railway at a salary of £2,000 per annum. Brunel was involved in every level of design 
and detail of the GWR including the railway landscape at Sydney Gardens. 

In c.1839 work began on the section of the Great Western Railway that runs through 
Sydney Gardens and effectively cuts the Gardens in half. Various garden features and 
buildings were destroyed including a tea-house, part of the Labyrinth, the Castle, and 
the C18 perimeter walk. A bronze plaque is attached to the abutment of the road 
bridge by the viewing platform. 

Charles Louis Napoleon Bonaparte (Napoleon III) (1808 -1873)  

Napoleon III (nephew of Napoleon Bonaparte) President of the Second Republic 1848 
and ruler of the Second French Empire, after a coup in 1851, until 1870. After he was 
deposed he retired to England and spent six weeks in the Sydney Hotel (now the 
Holburne Museum) and also at 55 Great Pulteney Street in 1846. he lived in). On a 
later visit to Bath he was said to have made sure to pass by the hotel and point it out 
to his son.  

John Nash (1893-1977),  

Younger brother to the painter Paul Nash, visited Bath in 1925 and was immensely 
struck by the Gardens. He painted `The Canal Bridge, Sydney Gardens, Bath' showing 
that the canal added to their picturesque beauty. 

Benjamin Barker (1776-1838) 

Moved to Bath 1871 to take advantage as a painter of the fashionable society, lived at 
16 Bathwick Street and founded a dynasty of Bath based artists. His brother Thomas 
(1767-47) was also a painter and had Doric House on Cavendish Road built for himself 
containing his own gallery. 

Princess Helena (1846-1923)  

The 3rd daughter & 5th child of Queen Victoria & Prince Albert; in1866 she married 
Prince Christian of Schleswig-Holstein. They both continued to reside in Britain at 78 
Pall Mall. She was the most active in public engagements of the royal family, and as a 
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patron of charities, at a time when royalty was not expected to appear often in public. 
The Princess alighted at Sydney Gardens in 1881 when Brunel’s railway parapet was 
taken down to level of path, between iron bridge and stone arch spanning Sydney 
Place, to facilitate her arrival. 

Arthur, 3rd son and 7th child of Queen Victoria & Prince Albert 1850-1942;  

Created Duke of Connaught & Strathearn and Earl of Sussex in 1874, Governor 
General of Canada 1911-16, and his wife, Princess Louise Margaret of Prussia. Owing 
to the poor state of Bath Spa Railway Station, the Sydney Gardens section of the 
railway was chosen as the alighting point for a visit by the Duke and Duchess of 
Connaught in 1881 (Snaddon pp51). 

Queen Charlotte of Mecklenburg-Strelitz (1744-1818) 

Queen consort as the wife of George III and mother of their 15 children, patron of the 
arts (Bach, Mozart) and amateur botanist, helped to establish Kew Gardens, came to 
take the waters in November 1817, the year before her death, and lived at 93 Sydney 
Place for a month. 

Duke of Clarence, became William IV (1765-1837) 

Succeeded to the throne 1831, following death of George IV, son of Caroline (see 
above) and was the last Hanoverian king; resided at 103 Sydney Place, reserved for 
Caroline’s entourage, and is thought to have visited the Gardens. 

Admiral Richard Howe, KG, 1st Earl Howe (1726-1799) 

Admiral of the Fleet, notable for his part in the American War of Independence, 
commanding the fleet on the ‘Glorious First of June 1759,’ and in the French 
revolutionary Seven Years’ War, he frequently visited Bath for his health between 
1780-98 and often stayed at 71 Great Pulteney Street. 

William Wilberforce (1759-1833) 

Politician (MP 1784-1812), philanthropist, abolitionist; married in Walcot Church, 
Bath 1797, and subsequently stayed at 36 Great Pulteney Street in 1802 and 1805. 

William Smith (1769-1839) the Father of English geology, producing the first 
geological map ‘the Order of the Strata’, lived in Bath at 28 Great Pulteney Street for 
20 years, as much of his work as a land surveyor was in Somerset. 
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3.8. Heritage context 

In the wider context, Sydney Gardens is an integral element of the Georgian 
architecture, town planning and social history of Bath, key elements of the city’s 
World Heritage Site status.  

Discoveries in the C19th, of Roman coffins, a tombstone and grave goods, indicate 
that the southern end of Sydney Gardens, including the grounds of the Holburne 
Museum, were built on part of the Roman cemetery, traditionally located outside the 
walls of the Roman city. These are listed as a site of Scheduled Ancient Monument. 

The development of Bathwick, although it lies outside the Roman city walls, occupies 
an area through which a Roman route ran, probably aligned with a river crossing in 
the vicinity of the Cleveland Bridge. Burials, ditches and mosaics have been found 
along the route, and, more recently, what may have been a barracks and compound 
that probably housed the workforce that built the civic heart of the Roman city. 

3.8.1. Local context 

 

(Refer also  to Bathwick Conservation Area Character Appraisal draft (2015) in 3.8.8 

Sydney Gardens’ 12 acres of green open space to the rear of the Holburne Museum, 
terminates the vista at the end of Great Pulteney Street, situated in Bathwick, an 
C18th residential area to the north-east of the city centre of Bath. 

The site is ringed by public roads: the A56 Beckford Road to the north-west; Sydney 
Place to the south and west; and Sydney Road to the east, from which the Gardens are 
screened by the stone boundary wall. 

The Listed Loggia, rebuilt with Sydney House in 1836 (Grade II), terminates the 
eastern end of the central axis. While excluded from the scope of this CP, its residents 
are key stakeholders in the Plan. 

The Gardens are adjacent to, and within the curtilage of, the Holburne Museum, a 
Grade I Listed Building. The building was originally conceived as integral with the 
original pleasure gardens, providing a ballroom, tearoom and tavern et al. It 
subsequently became the Pulteney Hotel and, in 1853, home to the Bath Proprietary 
College; its immediate grounds were then more formally separated from Sydney 
Gardens in 1855.  

In 1912 the Council sold the former College and its immediate grounds and following 
alterations by Sir Reginald Blomfield, in 1913-15, it re-opened as the Holburne of 
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Menstrie Museum (later the Holburne Museum), housing the eclectic collection of 
the late Sir William Holburne. 

In 2008-11 the Museum closed for major works; the existing galleries were 
refurbished and an extension built to the design of architect Eric Parry. Since the re-
opening landscape works have been undertaken to enhance the link between the 
Holburne and Sydney Gardens. 

While outside the scope of this CP, the Trustees, Director, curators and staff, and the 
Friends of the Holburne Museum, are key stakeholders in the Plan. 

3.8.2. Designations: World Heritage Site 

The city of Bath is a UNESCO world heritage site. The reasons for the designation are 
summarised as follows:  

 Roman Archaeology Hot Springs  

 18th Century Architecture  

 18th Century Town Planning  

 Green Setting of City  

 Social Setting 

The UNESCO statement of outstanding universal value for the city of Bath points out 
that ‘Bath gained greatest importance in Roman and Georgian times’. This is 
exemplified by Sydney Gardens, as it both occupies the site of a Roman cemetery 
beyond the city wall and was only formally developed in 1794 when the Pleasure 
Gardens were laid out.  

3.8.3. Key features and examples of the WHS within Sydney Gardens  

(Please also refer to Appendix) 

Roman archaeology 

Roman coffins and remains have been unearthed in Sydney Gardens throughout the 
C19th and C20th {Refer to Text Box on next page for further information} . The 
proposals aim to increase the interpretation of Sydney Gardens to include the story of 
its past as part of Bathwick Roman cemetery.  

Roman Bathwick Roman Cemetery, Scheduled Monument. 

TOMBSTONE: “Altar-shaped tombstone, 53 inches high, 22 inches wide across the 
inscribed face. Found in 1793 in or near Sydney Gardens, 4 feet underground; now in 
the Institution. 
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D(is) m(anibus) C. Calpurnius [R]eceptus, sacerdos deae Sulis: vix(it) an(nos) lxxv. 
Calpurnia Trifosa . . . coniunx f(aciundum) c(uravit). 

'To the memory of Gaius Calpurnius Receptus, priest of Sul, aged 75. Set up by his 
wife . . . Calpurnia Trifosa.'” 

CUP: "a cup of red paste, glazed black and decorated with a raised leaf pattern after a 
usual Samian fashion." 

STONE COFFINS & HORSES HEAD: “Two Roman stone coffins found in 1864. There 
is also a reference to two Roman stone coffins found in 1866, one of which contained 
a head of a horse. It is not clear whether this source is referring to the same finds or to 
two additional coffins.” 

STONE COFFIN: A Roman stone coffin was allegedly found at this location in 1914. 
"This coffin was found by workmen whilst digging for gravel in a portion of the old 
tennis courts in the Sydney Gardens, at the Bathwck end of Sydney Place (West), 
about 75 feet back from the railings in Sydney Place, 28 feet from the corner of the 
Gardener's Cottage, and 39 feet from the hoarding formerly at the boundary of the 
Holborn Trustees property, and only 1ft. 8ins. below the surface. The coffin was cut 
from one block of Oolite [Bath stone], the cover also being in one piece which, 
however, was unfortunately broken whilst digging. The shape of the coffin is the 
usual type, with a semi-circular end at the head, the sides tapering down to a square 
end at the foot. The inside dimensions are 1ft. 4 1/2 ins. at the head, diminishing to 8 
1/2 inches at the foot, and the extreme inside length is 5ft 5 ins. The bottom of the 
inside is slightly sloped from head to foot, with a depth of 9ins at the former and 
10ins at the latter, the thickness of the sides being 2 1/2 ins and the bottom 2 1/2 to 3 
1/2 inches. The cover, 5 inches thick throughout, is 6ft. 4ins. long, 2ft. 1 1/2ins. wide at 
head and 1ft. 7 1/2ins at foot, so that it considerably overlaps the coffin at the sides 
and ends. The lower side had been carefully worked and the upper roughly tooled. 
The coffin when found was lying due North and South with the head towards the 
former. Upon the cover being removed a skeleton was disclosed. It was judged to be 
that of a woman of small stature. Both the coffin and the skeleton have now been 
placed in the Museum adjoining the Roman Baths."
 http://www.pastscape.org.uk/hob.aspx?hob_id=203642 

SANHS Proceedings Vol. 60 pp. 53-54 Stone Coffin Found in Sydney Gardens (1914) 

http://www.bathintime.co.uk/image/248875/the-roman-skeleton-in-sydney-gardens-
bath-1914 

'Romano-British Somerset: Part 2, Bath', in A History of the County of Somerset: 
Volume 1, ed. William Page (London, 1906), pp. 219-288. British History Online 
http://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/som/vol1/pp219-288 [accessed 16 October 2017]. 
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Bird, S. (2014) The Roman Priest and his Temple: Opportunities for learning and 
engagement partnership activities. B&NES Heritage Services - Know Your Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

April 2018 
Conservation Plan – DRAFT 

Error! No text of specified style in document. 

45 

 

 

C18th Architecture, Town Planning, and Green Setting 

The Gardens were a key feature of the planned new town of Bathwick, combining 
C18th architecture with picturesque landscape aestheticism. Bath’s urban and 
landscape spaces are created by the buildings that enclose them, providing a series of 
interlinked spaces that flow organically, and that visually (and at times physically) 
draw in views of the green surrounding countryside. While the terraces that were 
planned to enclose Sydney Gardens were never fully realised, the essence of this 
aesthetic was still achieved, and the Gardens remain a green pocket at the edge of the 
city, drawing people out into the wider landscape.  

C18th Social setting 

While Sydney Gardens is beyond the limits of the Hot Springs which have defined 
Bath, they are intrinsically linked: the creation of the Pleasure Gardens was a 
response to the C18th demand for entertainment as people came to Bath to take the 
waters; opportunities for both distraction and socialising were key to its attraction. 
Pleasure Gardens provided this opportunity for the increasing middle class as well as 
upper classes throughout the C17th and C18th; Sydney Gardens would take the place 
of Spring Gardens (closed 1792) as a site for leisure, culture, physical activity and 
social connections in Bath. 

3.8.4. WHS Management Plan 2016 -2022 

The priorities, determined following extensive consultation, are: 

• Managing development; 
• Transportation; 
• Public realm; 
• Interpretation and education; 
• Environmental resilience. 

The principal challenges of this 3rd Plan period are delivering further considerable 
growth and change while sustaining the Outstanding Universal Value of the City’s 
WHS status. A transport strategy has been adopted to contend with traffic 
management and the impacts of air quality. The public realm is often in a poorer 
condition than the buildings and funding improvements is challenging in the current 
political austerity. Achieving a World Heritage Interpretation Centre is desirable and 
challenging to deliver. Protecting the green setting and addressing flooding and 
mineral extraction, that impact on the hot springs, is a further challenge. 
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A summary from the 3rd WHS Management Plan is contained in Appendix 1.2: 

3.8.5. Designations: Listed Buildings and Structures.  

A full list is contained in the Appendix 1.1 and also shown on Plan 001 

3.8.6. Register of Historic Parks and Gardens by Historic England 

The gardens are Grade II Listed under the Historic Buildings and Ancient Monuments 
Act 1953 within the Register of Historic Parks and Gardens by English Heritage for its 
special historic interest. This CP demonstrates that the Gardens deserve consideration 
of a higher listing. 

3.8.7. Bathwick Roman Cemetery Area Scheduled Monument (HER No.MBN30193) 

Bath’s Urban Archaeological Database (UAD) 1997 contains detailed information on 
90 monuments and c700 archaeological investigations within the City of Bath; it has 
ascribed 36 character zones. The Sites and Monuments Record (SMR) is a cumulative 
record of over 5,000 entries on monuments and sites and over 2000 entries of 
archaeological investigations over the last 100 years. 

Zone 14 covers Bathwick, a zone of significant archaeological potential to contain 
nationally and internationally significant remains, where the emphasis is on 
preservation in situ. Sydney Gardens is cited as representing ‘one of the best examples 
of a formal Georgian pleasure garden in the country, and contains some significant 
canal architecture not found elsewhere.’ 

An initial appraisal and desktop assessment will be required, with proposed 
mitigation measures for any excavations near burial sites in the gardens.  

Zone 15 Sydney Buildings is an area where a few Roman burials have been found that 
may indicate one of several possible Roman roads linked to a crossing of the river 
Avon. 

Numerous burials have been found in relatively close proximity to justify classifying 
a cemetery; although not along a known road, as the Walcot cemetery is, it is likely 
there was a road in a south-easterly direction towards the Cleveland Bridge.  

In Sydney Gardens a small group of stone coffins have been found: a female skeleton 
was unearthed in 1861; 5 years later a male skeleton and a horse’s head were found. 
Then, in May 1914, a further female skeleton uncovered. Burials date from 40-409AD. 

See full record in Appendix 1.2 
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3.8.8. Conservation Area status - Bathwick Conservation Area 

The Bath Conservation Area Appraisal of the Bathwick Area was produced in 
November 2015. It includes Sydney Gardens and Henrietta Park as the two significant 
open spaces. The ‘strongest character is derived from the great ‘set-piece’ of Great 
Pulteney Street… a formal composition for which there are few parallels in the UK’. 

Reflecting the WHS designation in 1987, the core value and significance of Bath 
include ‘It’s complex and delicate hierarchy of interrelated urban spaces, landscape 
and architecture [which] could easily be disrupted by overbearing or misinformed 
development and by an accumulation of harm.’ The Bathwick area, and centrally 
Sydney Gardens, contributes to all six of the significances identified in the WHS: 

• Roman archaeology – Sydney Gardens is located on the site of the Roman 
cemetery; 

• The hot springs – their attraction encouraged the development of Sydney 
Gardens as a Pleasure Garden; 

• C18th architecture – the planned new town of Bathwick contains some of the 
best Georgian architecture, focussed round the Gardens; 

• C18th town planning - Sydney Gardens is deliberately set at the heart of the 
planned layout, and designed to attract new residents to move in to the 
surrounding terraces; 

• Green setting – while the totality of the planned squares and crescents failed 
to materialise in the incomplete realisation of the Bathwick plan, Sydney 
Gardens did, and its location and design provide a vital green space that 
critically links the town to its rural setting, almost as if it lies on a ley line, 
most notably by the controlled views from the main axis terminating in the 
Loggia; 

• Social setting – the new town was designed to attract fashionable society to 
take up residence and Sydney Gardens was its focus; the number of bronze 
plaques in the area attest to its past popularity, and it remains an eminently 
desirable place to live today. 

The Roman street plan influenced – was literally built-on - by the Medieval and 
Georgian periods. So important were the hot springs, the only ones in the Britain, that 
the Roman city was named Aquae Sulis, after its goddess, and have remained central 
to the development and importance of the city ever since; the waters providing both 
healing and recreation. 

The C18th saw a dramatic expansion beyond the city walls as Bath reinvented itself as 
a destination, as a fashionable spa resort. Key players in this transformation were 
entrepreneur Ralph Allen, architect John Wood the Elder, and socialite ‘Beau’ Nash.  
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Medieval streets were transformed into elegant wide Georgian streets, crescents, 
squares, and the circus, lined by neo-classical and Palladian influenced architecture 
with its uniform use of Bath stone, height and scale of its terraces. The City became a 
necessary part of the season for the fashionable and the ambitious. The elegant layout 
encouraged promenading as part of the social scene.  The organisation of the city in 
this way was innovative and influential on the development of town planning both 
in the UK and beyond (e.g. Edinburgh New Town).  

The opening of the Pulteney Bridge was the catalyst for the development of the ‘new 
town’ of Bathwick; its planned realisation sadly incomplete as spa towns declined in 
popularity. (Its development in later periods reflected different times and aspirations, 
as terraces were replaced by villas and more modest terraces by the Victorians, 
sometimes even in brick, with no overall organising concept in modern times, 
reducing the scale and sense of place the original possessed). However, what was 
realised in Georgian times not only succeeded in attracting the notable personages of 
the day, but continues to be a desirable place to live today; a significant exemplar of 
the flexibility, sustainability, and enduring attraction of Georgian town planning. 

No less principled was the deliberate intention of creating views and vistas of the 
countryside beyond; Sydney Gardens is an exemplar of this organising principle. Bath 
benefits from its location within a hollow of hills (as does Winchester, another 
Roman city) and the careful placement of terraces rising up its slopes do not breach 
the skyline of wooded or grazed hilltops thus preserving the visual link between the 
urban and rural. 

This attention to vistas is reflected in the urban layout. The central spine of Great 
Pulteney Street is heroic in scale: its length of 1,100ft matched by its generous width 
of 100ft, placing it in the same exalted category as George Street, Edinburgh and 
Portland Place, London. It was designed at scale in anticipation of an increase in 
coach traffic. The terraces are designed as ‘palazzi’, to create a palatial whole, and 
features, such as pediments or fluted pilasters, are deliberately introduced to 
terminate the vista from side streets. 

Sydney Place by Baldwin exhibits the same palatial composition and is the only one 
of six intended terraces around Sydney Gardens to have been realised, until Pinch the 
Elder completed the terrace to the west in 1808. No other terraces were subsequently 
completed facing the Gardens (both Grade I).  

The Holburne Museum was an integral part of the grand vista along Great Pulteney 
Street and designed to give access to Sydney Gardens, which continues the vista 
within a Picturesque setting along its main access terminating in the Loggia on 
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higher ground. From the Loggia visitors can look back down on the city and beyond 
to Roundhill Tor. 

The elevated level of development of Bathwick (see below) encouraged visitors to 
walk or promenade along Great Pulteney Street from the city centre, with its hot 
springs and the Assembly Rooms, to the Sydney Gardens, which also benefited from 
the closure of Spring Gardens by the mill on the river in 1792.  

Laura Place, Great Pulteney Street and the vista to the Holburne Museam are some of 
Bath’s most memorable and internationally recognised landmarks and views. The 
Museum and its setting in the pleasure garden of Sydney Gardens is highly 
significant as a building for public recreation originally associated with the Gardens. 
Since the Edwardian period its function as an art gallery has maintained that 
tradition. 

As an example of late C18th formal town planning and the placing of axial buildings, 
the area is defined by its views. Internal views within Sydney Gardens ‘deserve special 
attention since the landscape was designed to obtain maximum benefit from the 
placing of specific trees and garden buildings, and many of the trees in the south east 
part still perform dramatic enclosing effects’ (pp17 ibid). The canal and railway have 
added new perspectives not envisaged originally ‘which are now of equal value’ (ibid). 
These views are ‘highly sensitive to small scale changes in heir composition, 
consequently seeming minor changes can have a surprisingly destabilising effect on 
important views which define the ‘new town’ Bathwick estate and its constituent 
parts’. (ibid). 

The land is in the flood plain and comprises river gravels, alluvium and Lias clay. To 
raise the development above flood level, two-storey vaults or basements provided 
living accommodation at street level six metres plus above river level. The Bathwick 
estate lies on the 2nd and 3rd terrace gravel with alluvial deposits in parts. 

Excavations indicate much pre-Roman activity (Archaeological Zone 14) as well as 
Roman. A large ditch offed up substantial finds and suggest Bathwick was a 
significant settlement in Roman times. It includes indications of a works compound, 
brewery and possibly a barracks. Burials suggest a road leading to a river crossing. 

In medieval times Bathwick appears on a 1770 map at the convergence of several 
paths leading to a crossing of the river, perhaps with a ferry, and had a church 
(demolished 1818 for the continuance of Bathwick Street by Pinch the Elder, 
connecting to the Cleveland Bridge of 1827). In 1871 the population numbered 150 in 
45 dwellings with a church, mill and a broadcloth factory. 

The arrival of the canal and then the railway had an immediate and significant 
impact on Sydney Gardens; the canal arriving only a decade after the Gardens’ 
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completion. The canal was tunnelled under Beckford Road to the north and Sydney 
Road to the south, and exposed in a cutting through Sydney Gardens. Two footbridges 
bridged the canal within the Gardens – with filigree iron balustrades, one in a 
‘Chinese Chippendale’ style, and the tunnel portals were vermiculated and rusticated 
with panels containing swags and masks of Old Father Thames and Sabrina, Goddess 
of the River Severn. As a utilitarian mode of transporting goods, it was all the more 
remarkable that such attention was given to these architectural flourishes, and 
‘almost unique in England’ (pp13 CA Appraisal). 

The later railway hugged the line of the canal to such an extent that it required a very 
significant retaining wall on the west side. 

Both the Holburne Museum and Sydney Gardens are considered ‘Anchor Buildings’ 
in the conservation area; the Holburne as a key building terminating Great Pulteney 
Street, and Sydney Gardens because, ‘although much altered, retains the essence of 
the Vauxhall of 1795 through the surviving layout and key garden buildings 
introduced since.’ The course of the canal through Sydney Gardens is identified as a 
feature of Townscape Merit.  

The impact of traffic entering the area from the main artery of the A36 Warminster 
Road and Bathwick Street is recognised as ‘reducing the quality of the enjoyment of 
Sydney Gardens,’ especially the bowling green and play area on the boundary of 
Beckford Road. However, despite the traffic Sydney Gardens has retained its 
tranquillity and ‘sense of timelessness’ particularly in the centre and along the canal. 

Sydney Gardens’ contribution to the greening of the area is recognised, particularly 
the part played by the larger trees in the south-east part, which ‘remains 
undiminished and highly atmospheric’. 

The C19th features of note within the Gardens that are specifically picked out 
include Edward Davis’ Italianate Gardener’s Lodge of 1835, the Edwardian cast-iron 
Men’s public lavatories, and the bridges that unite the severed parts of the Garden, 
which are of ‘considerable interest in their own right and excellent examples of 
Rennie’s and Brunel’s designs.’ The canal portals to the tunnels are considered to 
‘have become part of the landscape’ through the towpath being accessible from the 
Gardens. 

Threats to the quality and integrity of the conservation area include the impact on 
Sydney Gardens Picturesque landscape by the electrification of the GWR. (Now 
postponed for the Bath-Bristol section. It was also an opportunity to replace the 
dilapidated and temporary chestnut paling that runs along the low wall beside the 
railway with a more substantial railing in keeping with the Gardens). 
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The landmarks of the Holburne Museum and the Loggia are picked out as being on 
the key axial vista, and the views across the road bridge on Sydney Road, along the 
west side of Sydney Place, and views along the canal accessed from the Gardens, are 
all identified as important within the conservation area. 
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4.0 Management Partners 

4.1.1. Bath and North East Somerset Council  

Sydney Gardens is managed by Bath and North East Somerset Council (BANES) who 
manage a further eight formal parks within the area. These parks cover 49ha, and 
include the Royal Victoria Park. 

In addition to formal parks BANES maintain a number of other open spaces and 
grounds totalling over 200ha. These sites are dispersed throughout BANES’ district 
and vary in size from a few hundred square metres to areas in excess of 10 acres. 

4.1.2. The Friends of Sydney Gardens 

The Friends of Sydney Gardens promotes the preservation and conservation of 
Sydney Gardens together with community supported improvements. They were 
formed in 2013 to promote awareness of the gardens, gather community feedback on 
improvements and developments and to foster the  care and maintenance of the 
Gardens. The Friends have monthly gardening sessions, regular litter picks and 
provide free tours of the Gardens for Bath Spa Hotel guests. 

4.1.3. Project Steering Group  

A project steering group has been created that includes Councillors, representatives 
of local residents’ groups, The Friends of Sydney Gardens, The Canal and Rivers Trust, 
and the Holburne Museum. The objective of the Steering Group is represent a local 
community interest in Sydney Gardens, helping to steer the restoration project, and 
to provide feedback on the current operational management. 

4.1.4. The Canal and Rivers Trust  

The Canal and Rivers Trust manage the Kennet and Avon canal. Volunteer work 
parties carry out restoration and general maintenance of the canal and towpath. 

4.1.5. Network Rail  

The railway and associated structures (e.g. retaining wall, balustrades, and railway 
bridges) are the responsibility of Network Rail.  
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Map of Bath of 1852 
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5.0 Statement of Significance 

This section summarises the key elements of significance, expanded from the 
Conservation Statement of 2016, during research and verification of existing material 
undertaken for this project. 

The Heritage Lottery Fund in its Conservation Plan Guidance 2017 describes 
significance as: ‘what is important about the heritage, why and to whom it is 
important’. We have further used Historic England’s definitions and guidance. 

5.1. Defining & Assessing Significance  

Assessing significance is the means by which the cultural importance of a place and 
its component parts are identified. It is essential for effective conservation and 
management: the identification of areas and aspects of higher and lower significance, 
based on a thorough understanding of a place, enables proposals to be developed 
which protect, respect and, where possible, enhance the character and cultural values 
of a place. The assessment can identify areas where only minimal changes should be 
considered, as well as locations where change might enhance significance. 

- The Statement of Significance is a summary that describes the significance of 
the site in words with reference to others nationally. English Heritage’s 
Conservation Principles (2008) outlines an approach to conservation that 
takes account of how a building or place is generally valued and the 
associations that it holds. The document describes four different value groups 
that contribute to the significance of a building or place: 

- Historical value - derives from the ways in which past people, events and 
aspects of life can be connected through a place to the present. It tends to be 
illustrative or associative. 

- Aesthetic value - derives from the ways in which people draw sensory and 
intellectual stimulation from a place. 

- Evidential value - derives from the potential of a place to yield evidence about 
past human activity. 

- Communal value - derives from the meaning of a place for the people who 
relate to it, or for whom it figures in their collective experience or memory. 
Communal values are closely bound up with historical (particularly 
associative) and aesthetic values, but tend to have additional and specific 
aspects. 

Additionally,  it is common for people to add ecological value to this list. 
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5.1.1. Sydney Pleasure Gardens Overall Statement of Significance 

Historical (Illustrative) values - High Significance due to: 

 Sydney Gardens being a remarkable and rare surviving example of a Pleasure 
Gardens, albeit modified over time, and as a pre-cursor to the Public Parks 
movement in its design, layout and the activities it incorporated. 

 Sydney Gardens association with the iconic Vauxhall Pleasure Gardens on which 
they were modelled. 

 For Sydney Gardens’ central position and role as an integral part and central 
attraction, of the C18th planned layout of the new residential area of Bathwick, 
lying on the key axis from Pulteney Bridge - Great Pulteney St. - Holburne 
Museum. 

 For the inspired design intention to create a deliberate visual link to the landscape 
beyond the city, from the Loggia on higher ground in the Gardens, and Twerton 
Roundhill, a promontory to the south-west. 

 For the careful integration of C18th and C19th transport infrastructure into the 
positive design of the Gardens, which are a valued part of their attraction, and 
positively contribute rather than detract from the Gardens’ attractions and overall 
aesthetic and successful design. 

 

Historic (Associative) Values - High Significance due to: 

 Associations with nationally important people, including writers and royalty of 
the day, and its place in contemporary literature i.e. frequented by members of the 
Hanoverian royal family and ‘national treasure’, author Jane Austen, who lived at 
number 4 Sydney Place 1801-4 and the influence of Sydney Gardens is in evidence 
in two of her 6 novels; 

 Presence of Grade II* bridges by C18th engineer John Rennie; 

 Presence of Grade II* bridges, and associated engineering work by C19th engineer 
Isambard Kingdom Brunel as part of his great achievement of the GWR. 

 For its key role in Georgian Bath’s social life. 

 Design by Charles Harcourt Masters, after initial design by Thomas Baldwin. 

 

Aesthetic value - High Significance 
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 The number of surviving features and structures, that are a considered part of the 
whole, and the mostly intact layout of the original design; 

 The high number of listed structures recognise the intrinsic interest and value of 
these historic features that need to be maintained for posterity, and contribute 
significantly to the value of the whole; 

 The contribution made by the design of the C18th canal and the C19th railway in 
adding, rather than detracting, from the overall design quality and diversity of 
interest that the Gardens offer. 

 

Evidential Value – Medium Significance 

The Bathwick Roman Cemetery Scheduled Monument  description includes: ‘In 
Sydney Gardens a small group of stone coffins have been found: a female skeleton 
was unearthed in 1861; 5 years later a male skeleton and a horse’s head were found. 
Then, in May 1914, a further female skeleton uncovered. Burials date from 40-409AD’ 
These are clearly shown on the 1886 plans and could be classed of medium 
significance. 

 Given it is a designated Scheduled Monument, its significance could be 
attributed as medium significance 

 

Communal value: Medium - High Significance 

 The value placed on the Gardens evidenced by the number of visitors both locally 
and further afield (circa 0.5 million/year in 2016); 

 The variety of activities, enjoyment and social uses that the Gardens sustain, 
including specific interests, from  train spotting to bird spotting to arts activities as 
well as peaceful recreation; 

 The extent of original and later historic, planting groups that still survive and are 
appreciated; 

 The integral and complementary relationship of the Gardens with the Holburne 
Museum. 

 

Conclusion 

The varied nature of the values identified at this stage, make the Gardens highly 
significant and it could probably be successfully argued that these collective values 
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mean they should receive a higher grade on the Historic England Register of Historic 
Parks and Gardens (at least  II*). This should be considered by the Steering Group for 
pursuing with Historic England. 
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5.1.2. Individual Buildings & Heritage Features – Significance 

Summary of the heritage significance of:  

 

Name Historical 
value 

Aesthetic value Evidential 
value 

Communal Overall 
summar
y of 
Signific
ance  

1.Main 
Entrances & 
Boundary 
Walls 

Boundary same 
as original, 
some listed in 
its own right. 
1852 fence 
erected 
between 
Holburne & 
Gardens until 
replaced by 
Blomfield’s 
1913 boundary 
wall on a more 
kinked line 

Boundary stone walls 
and wrought iron 
gates enclose and 
protect the Gardens 
from the intrusion of 
road traffic. However, 
the vehcle gates and 
side pedestrian gates 
on the busiest 
Bathwick rd boundary 
are missing.  

  Low to 
medium 

2.Main axis 
Holburne 
Museum to 
Loggia 

Strong axial 
link between 
the original 
single entrance 
through the 
now Holburne 
Museum and 
the end point 
vista of the 
Loggia on 
higher ground, 
remains as key 
feature of the 
Gardens. 

Original formal 
organising design 
principle of the 
Gardens from which 
emanate meandering 
paths to different 
character areas. Also 
the gardens (loggia) 
are the end stop of the 
vista from Pulteney 
Bridge, set out as 
fundamental 
organising principle of 
Bathwick. 

 Provides strong 
sense of original 
purpose of the 
Gardens for 
pleasure & 
promenading from 
which views of 
entertaining 
features e.g. sham 
castle, were 
intended to be 
revealed. 

High 

3.Gardener’s 
Lodge  

Grade II Listed 

1835 single 
storey in 
limestone 
ashlar, good e.g. 

Neo-classical, 
Italianate details, 
projecting porch on 
square columns, sash 

 Used for many 
community 
activities that link 
the Museum with 

Medium  
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as ‘Pavilion’. 

 

Group Value 

of period with 
quality 
materials and 
craftsmanship 
by Edward 
Davies 

windows 8-over-8 
either side, wide eaves 
supported by brackets 

 

the Garden. 

4. Edwardian 
Lavatories  

Grade II listed 

 

Group Value 

1914 Cast iron 
panels on 
rectangular 
tubular frame, 
glass roof, with 
original fittings 
missing. Men’s 
WC by Star 
Works 
Birmingham; 
Women’s WC 
by Saracen 
Foundry 
Glasgow 

Good quality 
decorative frame to 
plinth & square dado 
panels with pierced 
ventilation frieze 
above. 

Unusually 
complete & rare 
survival of early 
industrial pre-
fabrication of 
street furniture 
by a significant 
foundry Estab. 
1850 became 
one of the 
world’s leading 
foundries 
exporting 
worldwide.  

 Medium  

5. Minerva’s 
Temple  

Grade II Listed 

Group Value 

1911 8x8x12m 
reproduction of 
original, from 
Crystal Palace 
Exhibition. 
Replaced C18th 
stone arbour. 
Rare Catalpa 
tree variety. 
adjacent. 

Limestone ashlar slate 
roof, 4 fluted 
Corinthian columns, 
tympanum with 
female figures & 
carved head of Sulis. 
Good quality materials 
& detailing. Important 
location, provides 
shelter & viewpoint, 
contributes to 
designed landscape. 

 Produced for 1911 
Empire Exhibition 
at the Crystal 
Palace as 
promotion for the 
city. Tablet inside 
commemorates 
Historical Pageant 
of 1909 in Bath. 

Medium, 
but high 
in 
relation 
to 
significa
nce as a 
focal 
point 
within 
the 
gardens. 

6. Cast iron 
footbridges 
over canal 
3.5x10m 
single span 
over canal on 
ashlar 
abutments  

Designed by 
John Rennie, 
made at 
Coalbrookdale 
in 1800. 

 

4 segmental arches 
with cornices above 
pierced circles 
diminishing to centre 
of intrados with 
moulded cast iron 
plate carrying date. 
Delicate cast iron 
balustrade of 
rectangles with 

Marks 
Coalbrookdale’s 
return to bridge 
making. Good 
e.g. of unusually 
elegant design 
for canal bridge 
both functional 
& decorative. 

Provides attractive 
& essential 
pedestrian linkage 
& viewpoint over 
canal. 

High 
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Grade II* 

Listed 

Group Value 

diagonal cross. C20 
handrail added. 
Abutments with 
cornice & guttae 
frieze. 

7. Brunel cast 
iron 
footbridge 
over railway 

Grade II* 

Listed 

Group Value 

1840 under 
contract 10B 
last surviving 
e.g. of IK 
Brunel’s 22 cast 
iron bridges on 
the GWR 

Delicate design 
contributes to 
picturesque designed 
landscape of the 
Gardens. Little altered 
but for timber deck 

GWR is a 
technical feat of 
C19th transport 
infrastructure 
& application 
of  architectural 
design 
considerations 
on a 
monumental 
scale 

GWR retains its 
fascination for today’  
railway enthusiasts 

High 

8.Loggia 

Grade II Listed 

 

Partial 
reconstruction 
of original 
c1795 loggia, 
utilising 
original stone 
by Bath City 
Engineer 1938. 
Original statues 
missing. Link 
through rear 
door in wall to 
Grade II Sydney 
House  1835-6 
attrib. John 
Pinch the 
Younger, to 
which it is 
attached. 

Limestone ashlar bow 
fronted Ionic 
colonnade, 4 columns 
on paired plinths, 
entablature, low 
parapet with dentil 
cornice, frieze on front 
& returns, replaced 
more complex double 
curved loggia 
surmounted by 
statues, reconfigured 
1836 when Sydney 
House built on part of 
the Ride. 

 Important feature 
providing 
viewpoint down 
main axis to 
countryside 
beyond the city & 
providing end 
point to vista rom 
other direction. 

Good e.g. of early 
C20th garden 
building with 
correct classical 
detailing, 
incorporating 
original material 
forming part of 
C18th Pleasure 
Gardens. 

High 

9. Puro Water 
Fountain 

Produced by 
J&R Howie, an 
Ayrshire works 
in Kilmarnock 
Estab.1857, 
later acquired 
by Armitage 
Shanks 

Simple fluted form - 
no longer in working 
order. Random 
location & prone to 
works vehicles 
backing into it. 

Drinking 
fountains in 
parks hark back 
to C19 concerns 
with sanitation 
& Temperance 

Interest in public 
water points has 
revived due to 
problem of plastic 
bottle disposal. 
This model would 
not meet current 
standards of design 
to prevent transfer 

Low  
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of bacteria as the 
spout is 
unprotected 

10. ‘Ruinette’ ‘The Ruin’ may 
contain part of 
the plinth of 
the Supper Box/ 
Cosmorama -
cross ref. Sally 
Strachey Report 
2018. 

 Was at some 
point incorp- 

orated into a 
store now in 
dilapidated- 
dangerous 
condition 

 Medium 
to low 

11. Georgian 
Reservoir 

Built to supply 
water to The 
Cleveland 
Pools, Laura 
Place fountain 
and two 
hydrants in 
Orange Grove 
& Parade. 
Gardens.  

9x3m stone vaulted 
chamber with small 
access corridor at 
southern end holding 
73cu.l.   

 Interesting & 
hidden e.g. 
Georgian 
engineering 
utilising natural 
resources of gravity 
to feed decorative 
water features 

High 

12. Wall, 
railings, gate 
to W of canal 
between 
footbridges 

Grade II Listed 

C1800 by John 
Rennie 
2.0mx30m 
limestone 
ashlar wall, cast 
iron railings & 
gate, evidence 
of restorations. 

Elaborate geometric 
pedestrian gate; wall 
sweeps down to gate; 
3no. similar matching 
panels of railings with 
rear swept supports.  

  High 

13. Retaining 
wall & 
balustrade to 
railway 

Grade II* 
Listed 

C1840 by IK 
Brunel 

Limestone ashlar RW. 
Low wall with 
alternate balustrade & 
panels on moulded 
plinth, Exceptional 
architectural 
treatment of GWR. 

  High 

14. Stone 
bridge over 
railway 

Grade II* 

C1840 by IK 
Brunel, angled 
semi-elliptical 
arch across 
railway, semi-

Limestone ashlar 
parapet, piers & south 
face, dark engineering 
brick north archivolt, 
many repairs to 

  High 
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Listed circular arch 
over footbridge 
thro’ west 
abutment 
pierced by 3 
semi-circular 
arches with 
views from 
footpath to 
railway 

intrados 

15.Structure of 
planting 

While paths 
have been 
rationalised 
over time, the 
structure and 
layout of the 
planting - trees 
& shrubs – have 
been largely 
retained; 
see1886 plan 
compared with 
survey plan. 
Colvin & 
Moggeridge 
report identify 
the shrubberies 
as the most 
important 
element that 
contribute to 
the Picturesque 
style of the 
Gardens & 
argue that all 
the shrubberies 
were in place 
by 1830 (advice 
of Mavis Batey). 

Shrubberies of 2 
variant forms: 
described in 
contemporary 
accounts. Without box 
hedges & planted to 
edge of path with 
(presumed) low shrubs 
& ground cover, with 
‘perhaps’ bays of 
herbaceous plants. 
(Henry Phillips Sylva 
Florifera 1823 
distinguished between  
shrubbery in the 
landscape & those in 
flower gardens – 
subject of Flora 
Historica); or, entirely 
of evergreens in a 
‘straightforward C18th 
style’ – which may 
have had more variety 
originally – designed 
to frame views & 
disguise or block out 
eyesores. Both types 
contained trees – 
Horse Chestnuts 
survive best from this 
period. (WS Gilpin 
Practical Hints upon 
Landscape Gardening 
1832 recommended 
using shrubberies to 
mediate between trees 

Catalapa 
erubescens, a 
hybrid, is a 
rarity (by 
Temple of 
Minerva). 
Introduced in 
1891. One of 
only 3 
identified in 
Mitchell’s Trees 
of Britain 1996. 
Group of 3 
conifers by the 
railway 
(probably 
planted on 
completion of 
railway works): 
Wellingtonia 
introduced 
1853;Atlantic or 
Atlas cedar 
1841; Doedar 
cedar 1831 

 Medium 
to High 
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& lawns – the 
shrubberies should be 
sinuous with deep 
indentations,  so the 
lawns look as if they 
are spreading in wide 
sweeps underneath). 
Charles McIntosh The 
Practical Gardener 
1828 (Built Regents 
Park for Nash) 
recommended 
shrubberies to link 
distant parts of the 
grounds & conceal 
paths from house; he 
therefore suggested 
planting on 
banks/lowering paths 
& avoiding straight 
lines; also adding grass 
verge with specimens 
of large shrubs or 
trees. The range of leaf 
colour was important 
as were berries & 
adding contrasting 
jewels of colour i.e. 
typically broom, 
laburnum, guelder 
rose. Contrasting leaf 
colour noted as 
important in 
increasing effect of 
perspective – 
grey/blue beyond or 
between yellow/bright 
green foliage. 

16. Remnant 
of fountain by 
1840-90 
Octagon 
Rustic 
Pavilion 
refreshment 

Mention of a 7-
jet fountain to 
east of Pavilion, 
against an 
ornamental 
rockery in an 
article in The 
Chronicle on 

   Low 
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Room the 1840 Flower 
Show (Snaddon 
pp42). Site is 
identifiable as a 
stone ledge 
beside path 
between Bowls 
Club & Temple 
of Minerva. 

17. Bathwick 
St. Ticket 
booth 

Later addition Attractive feature  Occupies position 
by entrance 
providing useful 
function 

Medium 

18.       
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6.0 Risks and Opportunities and Vision 

6.1. Risks 

The risks of doing nothing, or piecemeal spending on ad-hoc repairs and reactive to 
Health and Safety concerns, mean that the historic fabric will be further 
compromised and more costly to remedy at a later date.  

Furthermore the significance of the Gardens will be compromised, at a time when 
this should be recognised and  their entry on the HE Register of Historic Parks and 
Gardens be upgraded.  

The individual buildings and their condition is dealt with in the Sally Strachey 
Report at Appendix 3 

6.2. Opportunities: 

Opportunities associated with a comprehensive conservation and restoration 
package, including interpretation and new design elements, are many. It will 
promote the Gardens to much wider circles than just the surrounding and local 
residents of Bath. It is likely that Sydney Gardens will be very much on the list of 
significant places to visit for Bath’s World Heritage Site tourists, schools and students 
alike. 

There have been a number of proposals over the decades that identify key signifiers 
that would restore the status of the Gardens. These have included by Peter Atkinson 
(1989), unpublished thesis (Architectural Association); Debois/Colvin and Moggridge 
study for Bath City Council (1992-3). 

The key opportunities at the time were considered to be: 

− Conservation and restoration of historically significant features that remain; 

− Observance of the original design intentions; 

− Restoring the intimate and vital link between the Gardens and the Holburne 
Museum; 

− Re-establishing the main vistas: from the Loggia to the Museum; the diagonal 
view from and to the sham castle site; across the main axis to the houses on 
Sydney Place and Camden Place; from the canal bridge to Camden Place; 

− Reshaping and resurfacing the paths to re-establish the contrast between the 
formal straight main axis and the meandering secondary paths; 
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− Replacing street furniture more in keeping with the alcoves and winding 
benches and long seats of the original; 

− Better integration of specific sport and play facilities so that they act as 
features within the landscape rather than dominating large sections of the 
Gardens to their detriment; 

− Restoring the path and viewing platform along the railway while making it 
safer; 

− Educational and informational trails to describe the Gardens’ original 
purpose, importance and lost features. 

6.3. Vision and Aims of the Restoration Project: 

 

‘Revitalise Sydney Gardens as a beautiful Pleasure Garden with peaceful and tranquil 
spaces, that achieves a renaissance as a unique, fun and restorative environment, for 
all ages; - its remarkable built and natural heritage, people and events, told and 
experienced in witty and eclectic ways.’  

The Vision has been developed with the Steering Group from the outset of the 
feasibility and concept stages (RIBA 1-2) and then further refined at the more detailed 
concept design stage. (RIBA 2)  

The visions aim is to instil a sense that Sydney Gardens is valued for its many 
peaceful and tranquil spaces, as well as its heritage, planting, entertainment and play 
value.  

The varied spatial, natural and built heritage of the site helps tell its story. The trains 
and canal keep the heritage alive and add to the site’s dynamism and entertainment 
for children of all ages, as well as physically linking it with the rest of Bath and wider 
countryside. 

The Masterplan demonstrates this vision through a number of diverse proposals. The 
individual proposals are described on the next few pages, and should be read with the 
Masterplan itself, (Dwg 5970/100) 

It is also explained through the Consultation Boards that were used in the 
development of the masterplan. These show the changes made during the design 
process, in response to the original proposal to remove the eastern (lower) set of  
tennis courts and create a larger play area. This proposal was changed, to retain tennis 
in this location and reduce the size of the proposed formal play provision to the 
location of the bowling green and upper terrace, located above it. 
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The boards explained the proposal by setting out the following: 

 Introduction / Vision and Key Themes for the Project  

 Updates to the Project 

 Activities the project could support  

 Brief history,  

 The Gardens Today 

 Buildings in the Park – issues and strategy 

 The New Masterplan – proposals park wide 

 The Park Café – proposals for a kiosk 

 Edwardian Loos and Bothy – proposals 

 The New Play Area – proposals 

Staff were on hand at each of the open days, and available to discuss the proposals. 
The boards were put onto the council website and the second (April 2018) 
consultation was available in the Library. They were accompanied by questionnaires 
to ascertain concerns and comments/suggestions, and plans amended accordingly, 
where strong feelings were voiced – such as with the tennis.  
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7.0 Proposals 

These should be read in conjunction with the Existing Survey of the Gardens and the 
Proposed Masterplan, Dwgs 5970_100.  

It should be noted that this is a preliminary masterplan and once the full plan and 
map progression has been researched, many elements may be refined, but this sets in 
place the principles of the proposals sufficient to have done extensive consultation to 
ascertain the current issues, opportunities and benefits of each of them. 

7.1. Conservation Proposals 

Name Key Ref 
on 
M’plan 

Current 
Condition / 
Issues 

Proposals Benefits 

1.Main 
Entrances & 
Boundary 
Walls  

 
 

 

1 Four pier 
entrance feature 
with missing 
gates and 
stonework in 
need of repair. 
Lack of 
welcoming 
character, or 
sense of arrival. 
Include 
entrance off 
Sydney Place in 
south (8) and 
boundary walls/ 
railings, if 
budget allows 

• Conserve 
grandeur of 
entrance by 
essential 
repairs to 
stonework & 
ironwork  

 

• Announcement of 
entrance when 
arriving into the 
park 

• Creating welcoming 
character 

• Improved entrances 
and boundary to 
Gardens 

• Opportunity for 
interpretation 

2.Main axis 
between 
Holburne 
Museum and 
Loggia 

 
 

6 Views along the 
main axis are 
compromised by 
overgrown 
vegetation. Over 
time the path 
width has been 

• Minor 
vegetation 
clearance to 
strengthen 
views, and 
create glade 
on site of 

• Original design 
intention of strong 
axial relationship 
between the ‘top and 
bottom’ of the 
gardens are restored 
and conserved 

• Better appreciation 
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Name Key Ref 
on 
M’plan 

Current 
Condition / 
Issues 

Proposals Benefits 

 
 

 

extended in 
places 
detracting from 
strong axial 
view  

bandstand 
• Retain 

original, non 
parallel path. 
 

of historic features 
by visitors 

3.Gardener’s 
Lodge Grade 
II listed 

B, 2 • Lack of 
appropriate 
setting as 
part of 
entrance 
area 

• Improvements 
to setting with 
new planting 
and seating 
area  

• Minor repair 
to stonework 
 

• Create sense of 
arrival and welcome 

• Introduction of 
horticultural delight 
to entrance area 

 

4. Edwardian 
Lavatories – 
Ladies and 
Gents, Grade 
II listed 

 
 
 

 

C, E • Structure 
derelict, 
with damage 
to glass roof 
and 
ornamental 
metalwork 

• No longer 
used as 
toilets 

• Metalwork 
and glass roof 
to be restored  

• Alternative 
use to be 
found e.g. for 
temporary art 
exhibitions 

 

• Securing of listed 
structure and 
removal from H.E’s 
Heritage at Risk 
(HAR) Register 

• Structure will be 
brought back to 
positive use to serve 
the gardens. 

5. Minerva’s 
Temple,  

Grade II listed 

G • Structurally 
sound  

• Repair of 
stonework 
needed 

• Interior in 
need of 
redecoration 
and repair to 
seating 

• Lack of 

• Restoration of 
stonework 
and interior 

• New seating 
replacing 
existing 

• Improved 
interpretation 
as part of park 
wide strategy 

• Conservation of 
historic asset and 
stopping further 
deterioration 

• Raised awareness of 
historic asset by 
park users through 
interpretation 

• Use of structure as 
part of events and 
activity schedule 
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Name Key Ref 
on 
M’plan 

Current 
Condition / 
Issues 

Proposals Benefits 

interpretatio
n 

6. Iron 
footbridge 
over canal, 

Grade II* 

listed 

I • Signs of rust 
to 
metalwork 

• Structure in 
need of 
cleaning and 
redecoration 
 

• Restoration 
and repainting 
of metal work 

• Clean and 
repair soffit 

• Conservation of 
historic asset 

• Halting of further 
deterioration  

7. Canal 
Bridge in 
Sydney 
Gardens,  

Grade II* 

listed 

H • Signs of rust 
to 
metalwork 

• Missing 
members 
and damage 
to railings 

• Structure in 
need of 
cleaning and 
redecoration 
 

• Restoration 
and repainting 
of metal work 

• Clean and 
repair soffit 

• Conservation of 
historic asset 

• Halting of further 
deterioration 

8.Loggia, 

Grade II listed 

K • Structurally 
sound, but 
noting 
historic 
movement 
(See Sally 
Strachey 
report  

• Repair and 
cleaning of 
stonework 
needed 

• Restoration of 
stonework 
and interior 

• New seating 
replacing 
existing 

• Improved 
interpretation 
as part of park 
wide strategy 

• Conservation of 
historic asset and 
stopping further 
deterioration 

• Raised awareness of 
historic asset by 
park users through 
interpretation 

• Use of structure as 
part of events and 
activity schedule 
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Name Key Ref 
on 
M’plan 

Current 
Condition / 
Issues 

Proposals Benefits 

• Interior in 
need of 
redecoration 
and repair to 
seating 

• Lack of 
interpretatio
n 

9. Puro Water 
Fountain 

 • Cleaning 
needed 

• Water 
connection 
required. 

• Location – 
vulnerable 
to vehicle 
damage – set 
back into 
border. 

• Explore 
viability of 
reuse & 
relocation 

• Potential 
money for 
restoration 
from WHS 
Enhancement 
Fund – 
currently 
looking to 
restore public 
drinking 
fountains 

• Highlighting of an 
overlooked and 
unlisted historic 
feature 

• Bring into working 
order to encourage 
less use of water in 
plastic bottles 

• Potential for linked 
interpretation with 
Edwardian toilets 
about history of 
public health and 
sanitation 

10. Ruinette 7 • Collapsed 
roof and two 
walls. 

• Remaining 
walls in 
dangerous 
state 

• Unknown 
origin – but 
clearly made 
up of ‘found’ 
stone from 

• Take down 
and partially 
rebuild in safe 
manner. 

• Creation of feature 
within flower 
garden. 

• Acknowledgement 
of past and 
allowance for 
stories. 

• Opportunity for 
interpretation of 
this part of the 
Gardens. 
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Name Key Ref 
on 
M’plan 

Current 
Condition / 
Issues 

Proposals Benefits 

other 
buildings 
and built for 
Parks use 
within last 
50yrs 

11. Georgian 
Reservoir 

Between 
19 and J 
in upper 
east part 
of 
Garden 

• Buried under 
ground with 
locked 
doorway and 
hidden 
under laurel 
bushes. 

• Harrison 
Brookes 
report 
suggests in 
good 
condition 

• Unknown 
supply and 
only part 
known 
distribution 
network 

• Remove 
vegetation and 
soil from roof 
and reveal 
stonework 
arch. 

• Provide some 
method of 
allowing 
views into the 
reservoir, 
without 
physical 
access. 

• ‘Discovered’ feature, 
to be revealed and 
interpreted 

 

7.2. New work 

Item Key 
Ref on 
M’pla
n 

Current 
Condition / 
Issues 

Proposals Benefits 

1. Entrance 3 Railings & area of 
seasonal bedding 

• Create attractive 
entrance setting 

• Improvements to 
entrance setting 
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Item Key 
Ref on 
M’pla
n 

Current 
Condition / 
Issues 

Proposals Benefits 

area  display with tall 
evergreen 
structural planting 
to background, 
which limits 
important views 
into park, and 
restricts access 

for both the park 
and the play area 
including seating, 
removal of fencing  

• Use of sensory planting 
diversifying plant 
stock and 
improvement to 
biodiversity 

• Active use of entrance 
area 

2.Lower tennis 
courts 

4 Fencing and 
playing surface in 
bad condition 

• Re-orientate and 
refurbish tennis 
courts.  

• Better provision for 
tennis users to LTA std. 

3. Bowling 
Area including 
pavilion 

11, 12, 
F 

• Bowling club 
has ceased 

• Bowls Pavilion 
not currently 
used or up to 
any building 
standards, in 
very poor 
condition, and 
not accessible 
(DDA)  

• New build in place 
of existing (non 
refurbish-able) 
Bowls Pavilion - 
creation of small 
café & covered 
kiosk with WC. 

• Creation of new 
terrace to café 
overlooking the 
play area and 
lawn. 

• New Petanque 
Court 

• Provision of 
refreshments and 
seating to allow for 
supervision and inter-
visibility with play 
areas. 

• Greater use of park 
area by diverse & wider 
user group 

• Improved links 
between individual 
park facilities 

• Improved facilities 
(toilets etc) for all 
enabling longer stays 
in the park 

• All DDA accessible 

4.Existing play 
area 

13,  • Hidden 
location  

• Limited play 
offer and aging 

• Relocate younger 
play provision to 
bowls area 

• Creation of area 
for active 

• Increase active / sports 
provision, through 
creation of different 
activities for a wider 
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Item Key 
Ref on 
M’pla
n 

Current 
Condition / 
Issues 

Proposals Benefits 

equipment 
• Lack of natural 

surveillance 
and poor 
connectivity 
with rest of 
gardens 

recreation to north 
e.g. mini (panna) 
football and table 
tennis as well as 
lounging swings 

• Introduce meadow 
areas to fringes 

group of people. 

5. Entrance 
gate to 
Beckford road 

14 • Locked 
entrance gate 
in poor repair, 
without path 
connection 

• Lack of 
connectivity 
from 
residential area 
to north 

• Open up 
entranceway in 
wall and provide 
setback area. 

•   

• Better connectivity for 
residents north of the 
park 

• Creates connectivity 
and improves 
surveillance to this 
part of the park and 
‘Active area’ (13) 

6. Woodland 
Garden – 
Former 
informal 
‘Allotment’ 
Area (ie not 
designated as 
such in 
planning) 

16 • No longer used 
by small group 
of people for 
their private 
use 

• Area has 
become 
overgrown and 
not publicly 
accessible part 
of the public 
park 

• Remove ‘growing 
area’ and reopen 
area to the public 

• Creation of 
tranquil woodland 
garden with views 
and diverse 
groundcover and 
bulb planting 
including 
vegetation 
thinning 

• Introduce new 
paths and seating 
area to enjoy views 
over Sydney 
Gardens and Bath. 

• Increased public use of 
park area 

• Biodiversity 
enhancement. 

• Better links through to 
Beckford Rd. 

• Capitalising on unique 
views of the Bath ‘Rus 
in Urbe’ / skyline, 
within historic park 
setting 

•  
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Item Key 
Ref on 
M’pla
n 

Current 
Condition / 
Issues 

Proposals Benefits 

• Potential for tree 
house structure to 
provide viewing 
platform, 
reflecting former 
Sham Castle that 
was in this 
location. 
 

6. Entrance 15 • Entrance 
currently 
closed 

• Re-opened 
pedestrian 
entrance and new 
road crossing  
 

• Will improve access 
for all, and increase 
surveillance to the 
‘Woodland Garden’ 
(16). 

• Better connectivity for 
residents north east of 
the park. 

7.Entrance 
area to 
museum from 
park 

5 • Lack of 
connection 
between 
museum area 
and Gardens 

• Lack of 
entrance 
setting to 
museum 
connection 
 

• Increase opening 
by railings in lieu 
of wall for 5m 
each side. 

• New planting 
introducing 
horticultural 
delight to 
emphasise 
connection 
between museum 
and park 

• Resurfacing of 
entrance area to 
emphasise 
importance 

• Introduction of 

• Better connection 
between the Gardens 
and the Holburne 
museum 

• Improvements to key, 
neglected and poorly 
designed area within 
the gardens 
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Item Key 
Ref on 
M’pla
n 

Current 
Condition / 
Issues 

Proposals Benefits 

seating  

8. Depot area 7, L  • Unsightly 
depot area 
located within 
a key main 
entrance from 
Holburne. 

• The Ruinette: 
Dilapidated 
building of 
unknown 
origin 

• Relocation of 
(small) depot area 
adjacent to sub-
station, for 
materials only  

• Creation of a 
garden, with path 
through, to open 
up former area of 
gardens. 

• Partial rebuild of 
ruin to secure 
structure and 
plant with roses/ 
climbers. 
 

• Better use of key, 
central garden area and 
link with Holburne. 

• Attractive flower 
garden setting for 
sitting in. 
 

9. Train 
viewing area & 
Railway Path 

9 • Currently no 
seating area to 
view the trains 

• The ground 
next to the 
railway track 
has become 
eroded 
through use 

• Seating within 
this area in 
need of repair 

• Lack of 
interpretation 

• Provide 
permanent, 
accessible 
footpath 
connection along 
length of the track 

• Improved 
interpretation as 
part of park wide 
strategy 

• Accessibility for all 
• Opportunity to 

interpret historic 
features and foster 
better understanding 
of the original design - 
which allowed the 
transport 
infrastructure to be 
incorporated positively 
into the gardens as a 
feature for public 
enjoyment. 

10. Seating 
wall 

10, 20 • Original 
feature, low 

• Recreation of 
historic seat with 

• Improvements to park 
furniture 
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Item Key 
Ref on 
M’pla
n 

Current 
Condition / 
Issues 

Proposals Benefits 

stone retaining 
wall set within 
tarmaced area 

• Now in very 
poor condition 

improvements to 
setting by 
reduction of 
hardstanding 

• Potential location 
for Jane Austen 
sculpture (not part 
of HLF project) 

• Bringing back historic 
use of this seating wall 

• Sculpture will add a 
further destination to 
the park and 
interpretation of 
historic element 

11. Access gate 
to Canal 

17 • Stepped access 
to canal tow 
path via 
narrow ornate 
access gate 

• Gate in need to 
repair and 
redecoration 

• Lack of 
accessibility 
creating a 
bottle neck 

• Improved access 
by new ramp 
behind planting 
bed 

• Repair and 
redecoration of 
ornate gate 

• Better accessibility to 
canal tow path 

• Restoration of well 
loved feature gate 

12.Views of 
Canal  

18 • Lack of canal 
viewing 
opportunities 

• Introduction of 
more seating to 
view canal from 
within Gardens 

• Better engagement 
with Kennet and Avon 
Canal as one of the 
main park features 

• Increase inter-visibility 
to tow path 

13.Upper 
tennis courts 

19 • Fencing and 
playing surface 
in need of 
repair 

• Refurbishment of 
tennis courts 

•  

• Better quality facility. 
Fencing will have less 
negative impact on 
historic environment. 

14.The Bothy J • Formerly used 
by parks 
maintenance 

• Refurbish with a 
toilet and 
windows for 

• Model of Exchange for 
community use.  

• Park building can be 
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Item Key 
Ref on 
M’pla
n 

Current 
Condition / 
Issues 

Proposals Benefits 

team as welfare 
facility. Park 
staff are mobile 
so do not use. 

• Bricked up 
windows, and 
no toilet 
facility 

community 
‘Model of 
Exchange’ letting 
purposes e.g. artist 
studio or 
workshop space. 
See Activity Plan. 

• Creation of 
outdoor 
workshop/ 
lockup/ meeting 
space for 
volunteers above 
canal adjacent to 
Bothy 
 

used for public benefit, 
with refurbishment, 
adding a further 
Activity feature within 
the park 

• Base for volunteers 
(FoSG and CRT) to 
store equipment and 
use as a social space. 

• Potential future 
income for park, if let 
in the future. 

15.  The 
Modern 
Toilets – 
Community 
Pavilion 

D • Two thirds of 
the current 
toilet block is 
empty space, 
where toilets 
have been 
removed. 

• Building in 
very good 
condition and 
not much 
work required 
to create new 
room. 

• Creation of new 
Community 
Pavilion through 
opening up south 
side with two 
windows and a 
double door, and 
window on west 
elevation. 

• By moving Ladies 
Edwardian Toilets 
across path, able to 
create new garden 
area for outdoor 
activities/ seating 
in association with 
Pavilion.  

• New community 
facility 

• Hireable space with 
associated income 
generation 

• Links with Gardener’s 
Lodge, two facilities 
could be hired/ used 
together to have more 
flexible space 

16. The 11 • The original • Recreate the • Rediscovery of the 
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Item Key 
Ref on 
M’pla
n 

Current 
Condition / 
Issues 

Proposals Benefits 

Labyrinth labyrinth was 
destroyed by 
the railway. 

• An original, set 
out in 1833 
with laurel 
bushes, is still 
in existence at 
Glendurgan 
Gardens, 
Cornwall. 

• A full size 
replica with 
hedges, will no 
longer fit 
within Sydney 
gardens 
without a loss 
of a key area of 
open space. 

Labyrinth at the 
top of the Gardens, 
as close to the 
original pattern as 
possible. 

• ‘Hedges’ will be 
long grasses to 
provide a sense of 
enclosure, fun for 
children, but less 
space required. 

• Seeking to 
incorporate the 
Georgian 
Reservoir as a 
feature within the 
labyrinth to 
discover. 

labyrinth and its part 
within the Pleasure 
Gardens. 

• Combining heritage 
and play 

• Drawing visitors up to 
the top of the Gardens 
where the best views 
out over Bath can be 
seen 

 

7.3. Current Associated works  

7.3.1. Network Rail  

Network Rail were planning a project to electrify the railway line between Bristol and 
Bath. This work has been postponed and may not occur within the next ten years. 

Interim works are being discussed with Network Rail. They have a duty to make the 
line through Sydney Gardens much safer and are bringing forward proposals to 
tighten up security and prevent access to the railway. As part of the works, the 
balustrade along the railway path (west side) will need new iron railings. In a similar 
manner the upper balustrade (east side) will need similar fencing and the over 
bridges. Other minor maintenance improvements could be undertaken while access 
to the track is secured; e.g. removal of corrugated iron sheeting on the Beckford Road 
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Bridge; stone repairs to the retaining walls, and vegetation clearance and treatment 
on walls and bridge parapets. . The Kennet and Avon Canal 

In March 2016 a £585,000 project to upgrade 2.2km of towpath alongside the Kennet 
& Avon Canal between Bath and Bathampton started. The work was done by the 
Canal & River Trust in partnership with Bath & North East Somerset Council, and 
resurfaced the towpath between Darlington Wharf in Bath and Bathampton Road 
Bridge.  

The stretch is one of the most heavily used sections on the Kennet & Avon Canal, at a 
time when more people than ever are visiting their local waterways.  Running 
through the historic Sydney Gardens, the canal in Bath has become a haven for 
people and wildlife, as well as an important part of the ancient city’s heritage. 

The project is part of a three year, £3.7 million Cycle City Ambition Fund grant to the 
Council, and will also include improvements to a 300m link path from the towpath 
to Grosvenor River Bridge.   

Canal and Rivers Trust (CRT) volunteers have also cleared vegetation and silt/ earth 
build up from the abutments to the over bridges on the stretch of canal which runs 
through Sydney Gardens. The abutments have been levelled to allow restoration of 
the stonework. 

7.3.2. Early works  

Following a public consultation in April 2015 a six-month programme of vegetation 
management designed to improve safety, restore views and create new spaces for 
planting were undertaken. These early works were seen as a start to the overall park 
revitalisation process.   

7.4. Access 

Barriers to access are mainly as follows, but will be further developed with wider 
aspects of access investigated as identified below: 

7.4.1. Barriers to Access 

 Lack of Entrances to the north of the gardens 

 Lack of access to/from the Canal 

 No of entrances with steps 

 Poor junctions of roads/crossings adjacent to the park 

 Buildings and shelters with barriers to access 
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 Lack of signage and interpretation 

 Vegetation in some places means dark, uninviting areas which make people feel 
less secure 

7.5. Interpretation Proposals 

To include the following, but generally to be a ‘light touch’, limiting signage and 
panels in the gardens to main ‘Welcome’ and orientation signs, with interpretation 
information on their rear. It is intended to use and update the BANES website where 
possible, upgrading the entry for the gardens. This will include: 

 Information from outside the park 

 Information on websites, tourist information 

 Information on the significance of the Gardens as a historic site and important 
component of the WHS. 

7.6. Effects on the environment/Climate change 

All works for RIBA Stage 3 will need to take this into account and actions / design 
must be developed accordingly. Considerations will include: 

• Building adaptation (bothy) to use materials non deleterious to environment 
• Energy saving measures (kiosk) 
• Waste recycling 
• Re-use of materials, excavations etc within the site 
• Irrigation systems considered – use of existing reservoirs possibly,/ choice of 

plant species adapted to climate change 
• Consideration of Pest and Disease and species choice 
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7.7. Heritage Management  

7.7.1. Introduction 

It is important that Sydney Gardens is managed as a heritage site, and not just as a 
municipal park or garden, acknowledging it serves the important functions of a 
public park. This will require some budget to be allocated to the heritage features, to 
ensure that the significant heritage assets, highlighted in this plan, do not deteriorate 
as they have done to date. It is also a requirement of the Lottery Fund grant to ensure 
that the HLF/Big Lottery investment is made and invested in something that the local 
authority will look after. 
 

7.7.2. Management and Maintenance Plan 

Management is covered in the Sydney Gardens Management and Maintenance Plan, 
for existing and future intended maintenance and management. It is not duplicated 
here, to avoid repetition, and to allow one document to be updated with maintenance 
prescriptions as plans develop. 
 
This will also be supplemented by the Operations and Maintenance Manual, which 
will be compiled as part of the construction phase, by the Contractor, and Principle 
Designer, under the CDM regulations. 
 

7.8. Policy context 

 
The proposals for Sydney Gardens as well as the aspirations for its management is in 
line with the BANES Council wide policy context, set out below: 
 
Bath & North East Somerset (2014) Core Strategy  Available from:  
http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/services/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/core-

strategy#one  

Bath and North East Somerset Council (2010) Public Realm and Movement Strategy: 
Creating the Canvas for Public Life in Bath  Available from: 
http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/sites/default/files/sitedocuments/Planning-and-Building-

Control/Planning-Policy/Evidence-Base/Urban-Design-Landscape-and-

Heritage/PublicRealmandMovementStrategy.pdf  

http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/services/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/core-strategy#one
http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/services/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/core-strategy#one
http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/sites/default/files/sitedocuments/Planning-and-Building-Control/Planning-Policy/Evidence-Base/Urban-Design-Landscape-and-Heritage/PublicRealmandMovementStrategy.pdf
http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/sites/default/files/sitedocuments/Planning-and-Building-Control/Planning-Policy/Evidence-Base/Urban-Design-Landscape-and-Heritage/PublicRealmandMovementStrategy.pdf
http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/sites/default/files/sitedocuments/Planning-and-Building-Control/Planning-Policy/Evidence-Base/Urban-Design-Landscape-and-Heritage/PublicRealmandMovementStrategy.pdf
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Bath and North East Somerset Council (2003) Rural Landscapes of Bath and North 
East Somerset: A Landscape Character Assessment SPD  Available from: 
http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/sites/default/files/sitedocuments/Planning-and-Building-

Control/Planning-Policy/Evidence-Base/evidence_base_-_urban_design_landscape_heritage.pdf  

Bath and North East Somerset Council (2016) The City of Bath World Heritage Site 
Management Plan Available from: 
https://www.bathworldheritage.org.uk/sites/world_heritage_site/files/heritage/World%20Herit

age%20Site%202016-2022%20Management%20Plan%20consultation%20draft.pdf  

  

http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/sites/default/files/sitedocuments/Planning-and-Building-Control/Planning-Policy/Evidence-Base/evidence_base_-_urban_design_landscape_heritage.pdf
http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/sites/default/files/sitedocuments/Planning-and-Building-Control/Planning-Policy/Evidence-Base/evidence_base_-_urban_design_landscape_heritage.pdf
https://www.bathworldheritage.org.uk/sites/world_heritage_site/files/heritage/World%20Heritage%20Site%202016-2022%20Management%20Plan%20consultation%20draft.pdf
https://www.bathworldheritage.org.uk/sites/world_heritage_site/files/heritage/World%20Heritage%20Site%202016-2022%20Management%20Plan%20consultation%20draft.pdf
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7.9. Adoption and Review 

This plan will undergo adoption as part of the HLF project, and will be reviewed as 
the works are finalised, and should be updated at the project completion.  
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8.0 Appendix  

The following documents are contained in Conservation Plan - Vol 2, a separate A3 
Document 2: Maps and Images 

− Historic Maps summarising changes over time 

− Character Area plan 

− Historic Tree Plan 

− Historic Significance Plan 

− Photopanels 1-7 of Various illustrations and photographs 

− Site Survey (for location of features) 

The following should also be referred to when reading this plan. 

− Proposed Masterplan,  

− Play Area Detailed Plan 

− Architectural Plans 

The following are separate reports so not contained in the Appendix but should be 
referred for the detail of the buildings within Sydney Gardens  

− Condition and Recommendation Report for Temple of Minerva, Loggia, 
Edwardian Toilets, Gate Piers and Ruinette: Feb 2018 (by Sally Strachey) 

− Gazetteer  

−  
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8.1. Appendix 1: Designations and WHS 

1.1 Historic England Listing 

1.2 A summary from the 3rd WHS Management Plan:  

Bath is unique as WHS site in encompassing the whole city in which 88,859 people 
live. A single conservation area of 1,486 hectares covers two thirds of the Site.   There 
are 5 scheduled monuments covering 1.4ha (approx. 13% of the central area), 9 
registered historic parks and gardens within the site, with 23 Parks and Gardens of 
Local Historic Interest and 2 Sites of Special Scientific Interest. 

There are approximately 5,000 listed buildings within the Site, with the highest 
concentration of Grade l and ll* listings outside of central London. 

The Site generates approx. 1,500 applications for Planning Permission and Listed 
Building Consent each year; the highest of any UK World Heritage Site. 

The surrounding landscape on its north, east and south sides is designated: 

• Bath & Bristol Green Belt, plus  
• Cotswolds Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) 

Approximately 4.5m people visit Bath each year, adding an estimated £380m to the 
local economy and accounting for an estimated 10,000 jobs. 

In 2014 the ‘Roman Curse tablets’, the personal and private prayers of 130 individuals 
inscribed on small sheets of lead or pewter and cast into the hot springs at Bath, were 
inscribed on the UK UNESCO ‘Memory of the World’ register. One tablet is made up 
of Celtic words written in the Latin alphabet and is the only known surviving text in 
British Celtic, whilst another contains what is currently the earliest known reference 
to Christianity in Britain. 

The medieval and Victorian industrial past of Bath are of particular note and should 
not be overlooked in managing the city. 

The culture of worship, bathing and healing associated with the hot springs is still a 
living tradition after several thousand years. 

Royalty, politicians, aristocracy, artists, writers, and musicians were amongst the 
many prestigious spa visitors. It has played a long-term role as a national and 
international place for large-scale social interaction and the shaping of social values. 
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2009 UNESCO World Heritage Committee report noted that the state of conservation 
was good and the site was well managed. The decision expressed satisfaction that the 
Dyson Academy Project had been withdrawn, strongly recommended that a revised 
plan showing inclusion of social facilities in Bath Western Riverside be submitted, 
urged that density and volume of buildings at Bath Western Riverside be reviewed, 
recommended that protection of the surrounding landscape be enhanced, invited 
reinforced interpretation for the site and called for a revised management plan 
including a tourism plan, public realm strategy and traffic plan. 

Whilst this chapter outlines tight environmental management across the WHS, an 
area where systems need to be clarified is in river management. There are multiple 
agencies involved in the management of natural water courses in the WHS and some 
gaps in management responsibility. The best example of this is the stretch of the 
River Avon between the Widcombe junction of the river and Kennet and Avon Canal, 
and Pulteney Bridge. There is currently (2016) no recognised navigation authority for 
this stretch of river and, if there are problems with undesirable activities of boaters 
here, legal action is complicated and costly. This plan supports action to address this 
through the formation of a partnership and production of a management strategy. 

Objective 6: Work to increase interpretation of the OUV, especially intangible values and 
continue to encourage co-ordination amongst providers and promote citizen involvement. 

The current situation with regard to interpretation methods is shown in Appendix 6. 
Levels of interpretation over the previous plan period have increased significantly. 
This improvement ranges from major interventions, such as extension and 
improvement of major museums including Number 1 Royal Crescent, the Roman 
Baths and the Holburne Museum, through to small scale initiatives such as the 
production of self-guided trail leaflets, use of the UNESCO logo on way-finding street 
furniture and a new WHS website. 

The ‘amusements’ available to the spa curists extend beyond the city centre to 
include parks, gardens, a horse racecourse, and rides and walks into the hills beyond. 
Recognition of these aspects through a second over-laying nomination would aid 
conservation (for example as a further argument against fracking (see 5.10)) and 
promote ‘well-being’ tourism for the city. 

Action 35: Continue to progress & support the Great Spas of Europe trans-national World 
Heritage bid. 

− Act to remove properties (& other attributes carrying OUV) from the 
national and local Heritage at Risk registers  - only 3 – 2 of which in SG!! 
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− Support the ‘Bathscape’ partnership as a mechanism for delivering projects 
aimed at conserving the landscape of the WHS, and of opening up and 
maintaining historically important views and vistas’  

Bath increased in popularity throughout the 1600s and in the later decades of the 
17th century was established as a fashionable resort. The visits of Queen Anne in 
1692 (as Princess) and then in 1702 and 1703 were seen as confirmation of the good 
society that was to be had in Bath and its popularity grew further. In 1700 the 
population was c.2000, but with the growth and popularity that followed, by 1800 
this had risen to c. 30,000. 

For the Roman period the majority of archaeological deposits have been classified as 
potentially nationally significant, indeed major areas of the core medieval and 
Roman urban area benefit from being designated as scheduled ancient monuments. 
The significance of the medieval remains, however, is less clear though potentially 
high, depending on the conditions. For the prehistoric period, the alluviated gravel 
terraces of the River Avon presents a significant but as yet unrealised potential. It is 
highly likely that these river valley deposits close to the Hot Springs will have been a 
focus for the ritual deposition of tools and weapons for a significant period of time. 

Sydney Gardens 

These pleasure grounds were opened in 1795, and represent a focus for the society of 
Bath towards the end of its high popularity. Originally designed in conjunction with 
the Tavern (known as Sydney House), as a focal point for Baldwin’s Bathwick estate, 
Sydney Gardens are now somewhat stranded at the edge of Georgian Bath. The 
gardens, opened before the hotel construction was started, were a profit making 
enterprise built to rival the reputation of Vauxhall Gardens in London, then the 
height of fashion for polite society entertainment venues. 

Laid out with winding paths, pavilions for private al fresco dining, lawns, groves, and 
water features, the gardens were the scene of some of the best social encounters of the 
period. The arrival of the Kennet and Avon canal in 1800-1, cutting the gardens at the 
east end, did not diminish the popularity of the gardens but rather enhanced it, with 
the two beautiful wrought iron bridges becoming another attraction. 

The railway was another matter. In 1840, the Great Western Railway cut through the 
centre of the gardens, destroying the labyrinth, perimeter walk and isolating a large 
section of the northern gardens from their connecting paths. By this time, Bath 
society had altered and the popularity of the gardens was already waning. 

Further encroachments took place for building purposes, and in the 1860s the 
gardens were laid out with bandstand, croquet, archery and lawn tennis, reflecting 
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the changing tastes of the public. The transfer to municipal park was completed by 
1912 when Bath City Council bought the whole site, selling the Tavern building 
(used by the Bath Proprietary College from 1853-1880) and a small area of gardens to 
the Trustees of Sir William Holburne’s art collection. 

The Holburne of Menstrie Museum (now the Holburne Museum of Art), opened in 
1916. In 1995 Bath City Council began a restoration programme to remove some of 
the modern developments within the park and restore some of the original layout 
and twenty years later a more comprehensive lottery funded project is under 
discussion. 

The historical importance of Sydney Gardens relates to the development of 
public entertainments and the sociability of the Georgians. It is an integral 
part of the story of Georgian Bath towards the end of the 18th century. 

Sydney Gardens are registered Grade II on the English Heritage Register of Historic 
Parks & Gardens. They are owned and operated as a public park by Bath & North East 
Somerset Council. 
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8.2. Appendix 2:  Historic England: Scheduled Monument Entry 

 

Name: Bathwick Roman Cemetery 

HER Number: MBN30193 

Type of record: Monument 

Grid Reference: ST 755 652 

Map Sheet: ST76NE 

Location: Bath, Bath & North East Somerset 

Monument Types 

CEMETERY (Roman - 43 AD? to 409 AD? (at some time) 

Associated Events 

1 Raby Place Watching Brief 

Watching brief at 74 St John's Road, Bath 

9 Raby Place Watching Brief 

Protected Status 

Conservation Area: Bath 

Full description 

 

What could be termed the Bathwick Roman Cemetery does not lie along a known 
road, as does the Walcot area one (Monument Record No.32), but a sufficient number 
of burials and tombstones have been discovered over the years to provide 
circumstantial evidence that a road did exist and to justify classifying the group as a 
cemetery. They stretch in a south-easterly direction from the vicinity of the present 
Cleveland Bridge, further evidence for there having been a river crossing at about this 
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point in Roman times and for the position of the putative early fort.  Only three 
tombstones have been discovered in this area. These were 1; an uninscribed one from 
Powlett Court, on the E side of Bathwick Street, in 1900 [4-6], 2: an uninscribed 
winged altar in 1910, below the site of the Bathwick Brewery which stood between 
Powlett Road and Bathwick Street [22] 3: a tombstone to Gaius Calpurnius Receptus, 
found in or near Sydney Gardens in 1793 [4, 6 11, 14-18].  Lying somewhat outside 
the general line of the burials, the remains of a wooden cist (?coffin) containing a 
skeleton, and three urns were found by workmen during gravel extraction in 
Hampton Row in 1857. It is not clear whether or not the urns contained cremations 
[4, 6, 11].  Sydney Gardens has also been the site for a small group of stone coffins. In 
1861, one containing a female skeleton was unearthed [4, 10, 11]. In 1866, workmen 
digging for gravel discovered two more side by side, one containing a male skeleton, 
the other a horse's skull (shades of the Mafia?) [4, 6, 12, 13]. In 1914, further gravel 
extraction work revealed another containing a female skeleton [4, 9].  At the most 
south-easterly point of the spread of burials, a group of three coffins was found in 
1861 at the junction of Sydney Buildings and Bathwick Hill. Two contained sand and 
skeletons, the third was empty [4, 11]. In 1823, workmen unearthed a stone coffin in 
the garden of 21, Sydney Buildings, which contained a female skeleton [4, 6, 11, 
21].  A small group of coffins has been found behind Henrietta Gardens. One was 
dug up during gravel working in 1931 and contained a male skeleton [4, 7]. The only 
record for the other three is that they are marked on the 1:2500 OS map as 'Roman 
Stone Coffins found AD1882, 1931, 1933' [8].  The finding of a coffin and skeleton 
'above' St Mary's church was briefly reported in the Bath Chronicle of 15 October 
1818 [19] and in 1923, a coffin with skeleton was discovered during building work 
next to St John's church [1-4].  In March 1819, workmen found 20 skeletons in 
Sydney Wharf, apparently lying in a somewhat haphazard manner. A lead coffin was 
found 40yds from this group at the same time, and at an unrecorded date prior to 
March, a stone coffin was found in the area [4, 6, 11, 20].  It is interesting that no 
cremations have come to light in this cemetery  Part of a Roman stone coffin was 
noted in the cemetery wall at St John's, Bathwick in September 2008 (13) 

 

Kim Watkins, 2013, An Archaeological Watching Brief During Construction Of A 
New Extension At 74 St John's Road, Bath (Unpublished document) 

<1> Taylor, A J, 1923, Notes on stone coffin unearthed during building operations at 
St John's Road, Bath in PSANHS 1923 (Article in serial) 

<2> 1922, Roman Britain in 1923: Journal of Roman Studies (Article in serial) 

<3> Ordnance Survey, ST 76 SE no.32 (Ordnance Survey Archaeological Record) 
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<4> Cunliffe, Barry, 1969, Roman Bath (Monograph) 

<5> Shickle, C W, 1905, Ancient Roman Coins found at Bathwick (Article in serial) 

<6> Haverfield, F, 1906, The Victoria History of the County of Somerset Volume 1 
 Volume I: Natural History, Early Man, Romano-British Somerset, Anglo-Saxon 
Remains, Domesday, Geld Inquest (Monograph) 

<7> Grey, G J, 1933, Proceedings of the Somerset Archaeological and Natural History 
Society (1929-33) (Article in serial) 

<8> Ordnance Survey, ?, OS map 1:2500 ST 7565 (Cartographic materials) 

<9> Taylor, A J, 1914-18, Stone Coffin found in Sydney Gardens, May 21 1914 in 
PSANHS 1914-18 (Article in serial) 

<10> Vol 17 p232, 1861, Journal of British Archaeological Associations (Serial) 

<11> Scarth, Rev H M, 1864, Aquae Solis, or, Notices of Roman Bath (Monograph) 

<12> Scarth, H M, 1876, Roman Somerset with special relation to Recent Discoveries 
made in Bath (Article in serial) 

<13> Paul Wilkins, 2008, Cemetery Wall, St John's, Bathwick (Photograph) 

 

Sources and further reading 

--- Unpublished document: Kim Watkins. 2013. An Archaeological Watching Brief During 
Construction Of A New Extension At 74 St John's Road, Bath. 

1 Article in serial: Taylor, A J. 1923. Notes on stone coffin unearthed during building 
operations at St John's Road, Bath in PSANHS 1923. Vol 69 p214. 

<2> Article in serial: 1922. Roman Britain in 1923: Journal of Roman Studies. Vol XII 266-267. 

<3> Ordnance Survey Archaeological Record: Ordnance Survey. ST 76 SE no.32. 

<4> Monograph: Cunliffe, Barry. 1969. Roman Bath. Society of Antiquaries. p200, 212, 215 & 
216. 

<5> Article in serial: Shickle, C W. 1905. Ancient Roman Coins found at Bathwick. Vol X 16-19. 
p16-19 Vol X. 

<6> Monograph: Haverfield, F. 1906. The Victoria History of the County of Somerset Volume 1 
Volume I: Natural History, Early Man, Romano-British Somerset, Anglo-Saxon Remains, 
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Domesday, Geld Inquest. 264. p220, 263-264, 266, 277. 

<7> Article in serial: Grey, G J. 1933. Proceedings of the Somerset Archaeological and Natural 
History Society (1929-33). p374. 

<8> Cartographic materials: Ordnance Survey. ?. OS map 1:2500 ST 7565. 1:2500. 

<9> Article in serial: Taylor, A J. 1914-18. Stone Coffin found in Sydney Gardens, May 21 1914 
in PSANHS 1914-18. 53-54. 

<10
> 

Serial: Vol 17 p232. 1861. Journal of British Archaeological Associations. 

<11
> 

Monograph: Scarth, Rev H M. 1864. Aquae Solis, or, Notices of Roman Bath. 54, 99-101. 

<12
> 

Article in serial: Scarth, H M. 1876. Roman Somerset with special relation to Recent 
Discoveries made in Bath. vol XXI p28. 

<13
> 

Photograph: Paul Wilkins. 2008. Cemetery Wall, St John's, Bathwick. 

Related records 

MBN30
464 

Parent of: Disturbed Burial (Find Spot) 

MBN17
02 

Parent of: Roman Cemetery Sydney Gardens (Monument) 

Name: Roman Cemetery Sydney Gardens 

HER Number: MBN1702 

Type of record: Monument 

Grid Reference: ST 756 653 

Map Sheet: ST76NE 

Location: Bath, Bath & North East Somerset 

Monument Types 

http://www.heritagegateway.org.uk/Gateway/Results_Single.aspx?uid=MBN30464&resourceID=1036
http://www.heritagegateway.org.uk/Gateway/Results_Single.aspx?uid=MBN30464&resourceID=1036
http://www.heritagegateway.org.uk/Gateway/Results_Single.aspx?uid=MBN1702&resourceID=1036
http://www.heritagegateway.org.uk/Gateway/Results_Single.aspx?uid=MBN1702&resourceID=1036
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CEMETERY (Cemetery, Roman - 43 AD to 409 AD) 

COFFIN (Coffin, Roman - 43 AD to 409 AD) 

Protected Status 

Conservation Area: Bath 

Full description 

Stone coffins found 1864 ST75706527, ST75746528. Stone coffin found 18 
,"ST75776528 (1) The principal areas for burial were to the north, east and west of the 
city, notably Sydney Gardens, Bathwick, Sion Hill, Julian Road and Locksbrook (2) 
Coffin at ST75746528 found in 1861 by Scarth (3) ST75696527, Roman stone coffin 
found in 1864 - may be the same as the two stone coffins found in 1866, one 
containing the head of a horse (2) In 1861 a stone coffin was found with a cover, 
square at both ends, containing the skeleton of a female about 50 years old. (5) 
ST75676530 - stone coffin found in 1914 (7) Stone coffin and cover from Sydney 
Gardens at Bathwick Street end of Sydney Place (5)(8) (Unspecified Type) 

SMR B44 B43 (Unspecified Type) 

ST76SE32 (Unspecified Type) 

Scarth, Rev H M, 1864, Aquae Solis, or, Notices of Roman Bath (Monograph) 

Taylor, A J, 1914-18, Stone Coffin found in Sydney Gardens, May 21 1914 in PSANHS 
1914-18 (Article in serial) 

-, 1953, - (Unspecified Type) 

-, 1963, ST76SE32 (Unspecified Type) 

Cunliffe, Barry, 1969, Roman Bath (Monograph) 

Sources and further reading 
--- (No record type): -. -. SMR B44 B43. 
--- (No record type): -. -. ST76SE32. 
--- Article in serial: Taylor, A J. 1914-18. Stone Coffin found in Sydney Gardens, May 21 

1914 in PSANHS 1914-18. 53-54. 53-54. 
--- (No record type): -. 1963. ST76SE32. 
--- (No record type): -. 1953. -. 
--- Monograph: Cunliffe, Barry. 1969. Roman Bath. Society of Antiquaries. -Diagram 

31:2500. 
--- Monograph: Scarth, Rev H M. 1864. Aquae Solis, or, Notices of Roman Bath. 22. 
--- (No record type): -. -. -. 

Related records 
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MBN301
93 

Part of: Bathwick Roman Cemetery (Monument) 

8.3. Appendix 3: Description of Historic England Listings  

 

List Entry Summary 

This garden or other land is registered under the Historic Buildings and Ancient 
Monuments Act 1953 within the Register of Historic Parks and Gardens by English 
Heritage for its special historic interest.  

List entry Number: 1001258 

Grade: II 

Date first registered:  25-Jun-1992 

Date of most recent amendment:  Not applicable to this List entry. 

Details 

Late C18 commercial pleasure grounds designed by Thomas Baldwin and Charles 
Harcourt Masters, opened by Bath City Council as a public park in 1913. 

Historic Development  

Sydney Gardens were laid out as commercial pleasure grounds between 1792 and 
1794. The initial design was by the architect Thomas Baldwin, who, after he went 
bankrupt, was replaced by Charles Harcourt Masters in 1794. The Gardens were 
funded by the sale of shares and built on land leased from the local Pulteney family. 
They were opened on 11 May 1795 as the Sydney Gardens Vauxhall, and rapidly 
became a popular place of entertainment, providing a site for public breakfasts, 
promenades, and galas. Jane Austen, who came to live at 4 Sydney Place in 1801, 
thought highly of them and attended a gala held at Sydney Gardens on 18 June 1799. 
The walled pleasure grounds were surrounded by a ride or carriage drive, had 
bowling greens laid out on either side of a central walk, and a Labyrinth (Plan, 1795). 
The main building was the Tavern, also known as Sydney House (the current 
Holburne Museum), which stood at the west end of the central walk and contained 
tea and card rooms, a ballroom, a coffee room, and a public house. In c 1799 a section 
of the Kennet and Avon Canal, adorned with ornamental bridges and tunnels 
designed by John Rennie, was cut through Sydney Gardens. At the time the 
introduction of the Canal was seen as a novelty, adding to the 'Picturesque Beauties' 
for which the Gardens were known (Snaddon 2000). 

http://www.heritagegateway.org.uk/Gateway/Results_Single.aspx?uid=MBN30193&resourceID=1036
http://www.heritagegateway.org.uk/Gateway/Results_Single.aspx?uid=MBN30193&resourceID=1036
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During the first quarter of the C19 various new attractions were introduced in Sydney 
Gardens. These included a Cascade (1810), an artificial rural scene with figures and 
water falling down a ravine, moved by a clockwork mechanism; an Aviary (1824); a 
Cosmorama (c 1824), where pictures of distant places or dramatic scenes were lit and 
then seen through convex glass windows so as to appear life-size; a Hermit's Cot 
including a robed puppet figure as the hermit; a Watermill or Miller's Habitation, 
powered by water from one of the natural springs in the upper part of the Gardens; 
and a Theatre. In 1834, the Bath Horticultural and Floral Society was formed and 
Sydney Gardens became the venue of their annual shows. In c 1836, Sydney House, a 
private villa with garden, was built behind an existing loggia, marking the east end of 
the central walk (outside the area here registered). Subsequently, the existing tavern 
became known as the Pulteney Hotel (ibid). 

In c 1839 work started on the section of the Great Western Railway that runs through 
the Gardens, effectively cutting the Gardens in half. Various garden features and 
buildings were destroyed including a tea house, part of the Labyrinth, the Castle, and 
the C18 perimeter walk. Two new bridges were built over the railway to connect the 
footpaths in the Gardens. In the same year, the Horticultural Society split up 
following a disagreement and one section formed a separate society which purchased 
its own garden in Royal Victoria Park in Bath (qv), the current Botanic Garden. The 
other section remained at Sydney Gardens and in 1840 they introduced a new 
refreshment room, known as the Octagonal Rustic Pavilion (demolished c 1896). In 
1842 the two societies merged again and held annual shows at Sydney Gardens and 
Royal Victoria Park alternately until 1853. In that year the Bath Proprietary College 
became the tenant of the former Pulteney Hotel and Gardens. Because of financial 
difficulties further land was leased out and a pair of private semi-detached villas with 
enclosed gardens was introduced along Sydney Road, covering the site of the former 
Labyrinth (outside the area here registered). By 1854, a lodge had been introduced at 
the north-west entrance, probably for use as a dwelling for a gardener (ibid), and a 
year later a fence was erected to enclose the College grounds separating it from the 
main Gardens. In 1861 a bandstand or orchestra was built along the central walk; this 
was demolished in 1950. During the late C19 a gymnasium and croquet, archery, and 
tennis lawns were also laid out; these were all cleared away after the Second World 
War. 

In 1891, when the ninety-nine-year lease of Sydney Gardens expired, the site 
(including the College) was sold. By 1894 plans had been drawn up to replace the 
College building with a large hotel including seventy-five guest rooms, a dining room 
seating 150 people, and a Winter Garden overlooking Sydney Gardens. This plan was 
abandoned however and the Empire Hotel was built at Orange Grove in the centre of 
Bath instead (ibid). 



 

 

April 2018 
Conservation Plan – DRAFT 

Error! No text of specified style in document. 

39 

In 1908 Bath City Council purchased Sydney Gardens (including the former College), 
which were subsequently managed by the council's Parks and Cemeteries 
Committee. The council opened the Gardens to the public in 1913. A year earlier the 
council had sold the former College and its immediate grounds and following 
alterations and renovations by the architect Sir Reginald Blomfield in 1913-15, it 
reopened in 1916 as the Holburne of Menstrie Museum (later called the Holburne 
Museum), housing the art collection of the late Sir William Holburne. 

During the early C20 and the Second World War, some features and garden buildings 
fell into disrepair and were subsequently demolished. Between 1952 and 1956 a series 
of illuminated festivals was held at Sydney Gardens, organised by the Spa Committee 
who also organised the Bath Assembly, a forerunner of the Bath Festival (ibid). In the 
late C20, a formal flower garden, tennis courts, a bowling green, a playground, and 
new toilet facilities were introduced. 

In the early 1990s, Bath City Council commissioned a historical survey and since then 
proposals have been made for the restoration and renovation of Sydney Gardens. The 
site remains (2001) in council ownership and is open to the public. 

DESCRIPTION 

Location, area, boundaries, landform, setting  

Sydney Gardens occupy a 4ha elongated hexagon-shaped site situated in Bathwick, a 
residential area to the north-east side of Bath. The site is ringed by public roads: 
Beckford Road to the north, Sydney Place to the south and west, and Sydney Road to 
the east, from which the Gardens are screened by an encircling stone wall, erected c 
1880. 

Entrances and approaches  

The main entrance is situated in the north-west corner of the site on Sydney Place. It 
is marked by four square pillars, possibly dating from the 1880s, which formerly had 
gates hung between them. Immediately to the south-west of the entrance stands a 
ticket kiosk, introduced in the 1930s. 

The site can also be entered via the entrance to the west of the Holburne Museum, 
situated on the junction between Great Pulteney Street and Sydney Place. This 
entrance is flanked by two identical late C18 watchman's boxes (listed grade II) which 
give access to a straight path that runs north-east to the museum, bisecting an oval-
shaped lawn. The lawn was formerly surrounded by railings of which now only the 
stone base remains. In front of the museum runs a coach drive which sweeps around 
the lawn and links up with Sydney Place to the north and south. This entrance was 
formerly the main entrance to the Sydney Hotel and its pleasure grounds. In the late 
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C19 a separate gate to the pleasure grounds was added immediately west of the 
southern branch of the carriage drive. This entrance was closed off by 1932 (OS), and 
now (2001) only the late C19 ticket kiosk which flanked this entrance, and marked 
the starting point of the former ride, remains. 

There are two additional late C19 entrances, one situated to the south along Sydney 
Place, flanked by two square pillars, and one to the north-east along Sydney Road, 
from where steps lead into the Gardens. 

Principal building  

The main building is the Holburne Museum of Art (listed grade I), standing in the 
south-west corner of the site. It was built c 1796 as a tavern, to a design by Thomas 
Baldwin, which was amended by Charles Harcourt Masters. The alterations of 1913-
15 by Sir Reginald Blomfield were mainly carried out to the rear of the building: 
formerly it had a loggia with a covered balcony above, from where the orchestra 
could play to the audiences in the Gardens below. 

Gardens and pleasure grounds 

A broad walk, originating from the late C18 layout, marks the main axis of the design. 
It runs south-west to north-east across the site, linking the Rotunda (listed grade II), 
which provides the entrance from Sydney House (listed grade II) in the north-east 
corner of the site, to the gate piers which form the entrance in the wall separating off 
the gardens of the Holburne Museum. The Rotunda, which is attached to the rear of 
Sydney House, includes the remains of a late C18 loggia which, having become 
unsafe, was truncated in 1938 and re-erected as the Rotunda minus its two flanking 
wings. 

To the north side of the central walk, marking its halfway point, stands Minerva's 
Temple (listed grade II). This temple came from the Empire Exhibition held in the 
grounds of Crystal Palace (qv) in London in 1911 and was re-erected in Sydney 
Gardens in 1912, with a new plaque paid for by the Bath Pageant Committee. Some 
8m to the west of the temple is the site of the former bandstand. 

 

The enclosed garden to the east and south of the Holburne Museum forms a semi-
circular plan and is laid to lawn, with the area to the north of the Museum in use as a 
car park. Some 10m south-east of the Museum stands the Gothic Tea House, a former 
air-raid shelter dating from the Second World War that was converted in the early 
1980s by the architect David Brain. The lawn enclosing the Museum is screened by 
shrubs and trees to the east and closed off by a stone wall, with a central gate, 
reinstated in 2001, once again giving access to the public gardens. Formerly, up to the 
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late C19, this area was open to the east and linked up with the central walk. It was 
covered in gravel and lined by wooden refreshment boxes (see views by Nattes, 1805; 
Wise, c 1820; Hollway, c 1840). 

The Kennet and Avon canal cuts from north to south through the eastern half of the 
Gardens. It is sunk below the level of the Gardens, with an iron bridge dated 1800 
(listed grade II) carrying the main walk across it, and to the south of this, a single-span 
iron bridge (listed grade II) supporting a lesser path. Both bridges have fine decorative 
railings in the Oriental style and were cast in Coalbrookdale. The Canal Company 
built their headquarters, called Cleveland House (outside the area here registered), 
just off Sydney Road on top of the canal tunnel (listed grade II). The building, the rear 
windows of which overlook the Gardens, forms an important focus in views from the 
two canal bridges in the Gardens. 

The Great Western Railway (started in 1839) runs to the west of the canal and is sunk 
in a cutting, with low retaining walls (listed grade II) on either side of the tracks. A 
walk runs along the west side of the track, separated from it by a balustraded section 
in the wall. The central walk across the Gardens forms a bridge (listed grade II) over 
the railway, to the south of which is a second bridge (listed grade II) with cast-iron 
balustrading, which carries another of the garden paths. 

A series of winding paths reflecting the original layout provides walks through the 
gardens, which are laid out as lawn and planted with specimen trees and beds of 
shrubs. Remains of the perimeter ride can be seen in the south-west corner of the site, 
near the former late C19 entrance. The ride skirted round the Gardens providing a 
half-mile (c 0.8km) long circuit, twenty feet (c 6m) wide. Unlike the other paths, 
which were gravelled, it was macadamised from the start (Colvin and Moggeridge 
1993). 

A tennis court, bowling greens, and a children's playground, introduced in the late 
C20, abut Beckford Road. At their southern end stands the former lodge (listed grade 
II) introduced by 1854, with immediately to its south a toilet block introduced in the 
late C20. Immediately south of this stands a pair of cast-iron public lavatories of c 
1910 (listed grade II), now (2001) no longer used. Immediately to the east of the lodge 
is a flower garden covering a former tennis lawn which was again laid out on part of 
the perimeter ride. It is enclosed by shrubs and was laid out in the late 1960s and has 
subsequently been remodelled. The tennis courts along the north-west boundary 
were first laid out in the late C19. The bowling green and children's playground to 
their north-east replace a late C19 nursery established on part of the C18 ride (OS 
1885). The hard tennis courts at the east end of the gardens, alongside the Sydney 
Road boundary, were laid out in 1924. 
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8.3.1. TWO WATCHMAN’S BOXES AT HOLBURNE MUSEUM 

List Entry Summary 

This garden or other land is registered under the Historic Buildings and Ancient 
Monuments Act 1953 within the Register of Historic Parks and Gardens by English 
Heritage for its special historic interest. 

List entry Number: 1395306 

Grade: II* 

Date first registered:  11-Aug-1972 

Date of most recent amendment:  15-Oct-2010 

Details 

A pair of watchmen's boxes flanking the entrance to the Holburne Museum (qv), 
dating from c.1840. 

Historic Development 

Sydney Gardens were laid out as commercial pleasure grounds between 1792 and 
1794; the initial design was by the architect Thomas Baldwin, who, after he went 
bankrupt, was replaced by Charles Harcourt Masters in 1794. They were opened on 11 
May 1795 as Sydney Gardens Vauxhall, and rapidly became a popular place of 
entertainment, hosting public breakfasts, promenades and galas. The main building 
was the Sydney Tavern (now the Holburne of Menstrie Museum), which stood at the 
western end of the central walk, and housed tea and card rooms, a ballroom, coffee 
room and a public house. In 1799, a section of the Kennet and Avon Canal was cut 
through the gardens, with the addition of decorative bridges and tunnels, which 
added to the picturesque appeal of the pleasure grounds. During the early C19, 
additional features and structures were introduced, adding variety and surprise in 
accordance with landscape design principles of the period. From c.1839, a section of 
the Great Western Railway was constructed, cutting through the gardens. Later in the 
C19, further ornamental structures were introduced, but these were largely cleared 
away after World War Two. In 1891, when the original 99-year lease of the Gardens 
expired, the entire site, including the Tavern, by then in use as a college, was sold, 
with the intention of replacing the former Tavern with a large hotel, and remodelling 
the grounds. The plan was abandoned and in 1908, the site was purchased by Bath 
City Council; the gardens were opened to the public as a municipal park in 1913, 
while the Tavern was remodelled by Sir Reginald Blomfield into the Holburne of 
Menstrie Museum. The gardens remain in use as a public park. The watchmen's boxes 
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were constructed c.1840, when the Gardens underwent a period of enhancement and 
alteration, and have remained unaltered since this date. 

DESCRIPTION 

Materials 

The boxes are constructed from limestone ashlar. 

Plan 

Approximately 1.5m square. 

Exterior 

The boxes are approximately 3m high, and are identical. Each set on a plinth, with 
Tuscan pilasters set back slightly from each corner, flanking coved recesses to the 
three closed sides, a plain architrave to the front, a triglyph frieze, cornice and slightly 
pyramidal stone slab roof. 

Interior 

The interior has a plain stone bench across the rear wall. 

Reasons for Designation Decision 

The two watchmen's boxes at the Holburne Museum are listed at Grade II*, for the 
following principal reasons: * The structures, which date from c.1840, demonstrate a 
high level of quality in their architectural style, materials and craftsmanship * They 
represent a rare survival of this building type * They complement the axial formality 
of the overall composition of the Holburne Museum, its flanking walls and the 
buildings they face in Great Pulteney Street and Sydney Place * Strong group value 
with the Holburne Museum (qv), formerly the Sydney Hotel or Tavern, which they 
were erected to serve, the other listed structures within Sydney Gardens, and the 
listed buildings in Sydney Place and Great Pulteney Street. 

8.3.2. THE HOLBURNE MUSEUM 

List Entry Summary 

This building is listed under the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) 
Act 1990 as amended for its special architectural or historic interest.  

List entry Number: 1395305 

Grade: I 

Date first registered:  12-Jun-1950 
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Date of most recent amendment:  15-Oct-2010 

Details 

Former hotel, now museum. By Thomas Baldwin, 1794, design modified in execution 
by Charles Harcourt Masters 1796, attic storey added 1836 by John Pinch the Younger; 
much altered during conversion to a museum by Sir Reginald Blomfield in 1913-1915. 

Historic Development  

This building was constructed as the Sydney Hotel or Tavern, and was intended as the 
centrepiece of Baldwin's Great Pulteney Street development. Masters succeeded 
Baldwin as architect after the latter's bankruptcy in 1793 and oversaw the 
construction of the building, which became an integral part of the pleasure grounds 
at Sydney Gardens. It was subsequently used as a therapeutic centre for patients; the 
future Napoleon III numbered among the patients. Around 1850 the site was 
considered for demolition as the new location for the Royal Mineral Water Hospital, 
but the ground landlord ruled out this scheme. Used from 1853 until 1880 as the Bath 
Proprietary College, it was bought (along with Sydney Gardens) by Bath City Council 
in order to provide a home for the collections of Sir William Holburne, and sold in 
1912 to the Holburne Trustees for £2,650. Five times this amount was spent on the 
major remodelling of the building: Blomfield's design for this was shown at the Royal 
Academy in 1911. The museum opened in 1916. Blomfield's enrichment of the 
principal front in a Louis XVI style emphasises the Neo-classical monumentality of 
the Great Pulteney Street layout, of which this forms the north-eastern terminal. 

DESCRIPTION 

Materials 

Limestone ashlar, hipped slate roof (not visible from ground level. 

Plan 

Double depth plan with a slightly lower block to rear. 

Exterior 

Exterior is of three storeys, attic storey and cellar, a symmetrical five bay front. The 
rusticated ground floor has a central, three-arched loggia set forward and carrying a 
three-bay prostyle Corinthian portico fronting the first floor. The loggia contains a 
central arched doorway which is flanked by three over six sash windows, and the 
loggia itself flanked by two six over six sashes. The very tall first floor was converted 
from two floors in 1913-1915: it has tall nine over nine sashes set in moulded 
architraves with pediments carried on consoles; the central window has French doors 
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opening onto a balcony, with wrought iron railings enriched with lyre ornaments set 
between the columns. The first floor front is articulated with Corinthian pilasters 
behind columns, and the upper part decorated with shallow relief panels marking the 
former position of the original square windows; those over the first and fifth bays are 
framed oval medallions with husk drops; those over the second and fourth bays are 
square tablets with feet and guttae. A plain frieze and deep modillion cornice, 
continuous with the portico, runs around all sides of the building. The central 
pediment projects upwards into the attic storey of 1836, flanked by three over three 
sashes set in architraves, reproducing the pattern of the windows formerly on the 
floor below. There is a moulded parapet with urns at corners and ramped up centre 
piece, with blind sections of balustrade at each side. The front elevation is flanked on 
each side by four-bay Doric screens with a balustraded parapet, another of Blomfield's 
changes; these replaced rusticated continuations of the ground floor with paired 
window openings on each side. The existing rear elevation dates from Blomfield's 
campaign of 1913-1915. It replaces the original arrangement, of a projecting semi-
circular loggia with an orchestra platform above, with a more perfunctory elevation 
that turns its back on Sydney Gardens. Blomfield's rear elevation consists of a slightly 
projecting central section with tripartite windows to the upper floors, set within an 
arched recess; to either side are two bay continuations with bull's eye windows at the 
upper floor level. The whole façade has a low ground floor faced in channelled 
rustication with small window openings, and an urn-topped parapet concealing the 
attic. 

Interior 

The interior was comprehensively remodelled by Blomfield in the course of its 
conversion to a museum and art gallery. The original layout comprised a curator's flat 
and Committee Room on ground floor with display galleries above; the ground floor 
has subsequently been adapted for gallery and shop use. The open stone staircase 
rises up full height through the building. There is a top-lit picture gallery on upper 
floor, built with three rooflights in place of Blomfield's proposed dome. 

Sources 

Walter Ison, 'The Georgian Buildings of Bath' (2nd ed. 1980), 84-86 Neil Jackson, 
'Nineteenth Century Bath - Architects and Architecture' (1991), 253-254 Lutz Haber, 
'The first 75 years of the Holburne Museum', Bath History vol. 5 (1994), 170-192 
Brenda Snaddon, 'The Last Promenade. Sydney Gardens, Bath' (2000). 

Reasons for Designation Decision 

The Holburne of Menstrie Museum is listed at Grade I for the following principal 
reasons: * The building is a fine example of late C18 Neo-classical building, by 
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Thomas Baldwin and modified in execution by Charles Harcourt Masters, designed as 
the terminus of Great Pulteney Street, one of the most significant streets in the 
planned westward expansion of Bath into Bathwick during the last quarter of the C18 
* A notable and increasingly rare survival of a late C18 hotel building * The high 
quality alterations to the main elevation by Blomfield in the 1910s, which enhanced 
the original design and added details influenced by French architecture of the C18 * 
Its integral relationship with Sydney Gardens, one of the most significant pleasure 
gardens of the late C18 and early C19, and the only example to remain largely intact * 
Strong group value with the Grade I listed buildings lining Great Pulteney Street, and 
the other listed buildings within and surrounding Sydney Gardens. 

8.3.3. PAVILION 

List Entry Summary 

This building is listed under the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) 
Act 1990 as amended for its special architectural or historic interest. 

List entry Number: 1395286 

Grade: II 

Date first registered:  05-Aug-1975 

Date of most recent amendment:  15-Oct-2010 

Details 

A former gardener's cottage or lodge, later a cloakroom and pavilion, dating from 
c.1840. 

Historic Development 

Sydney Gardens were laid out as commercial pleasure grounds between 1792 and 
1794; the initial design was by the architect Thomas Baldwin, who, after he went 
bankrupt, was replaced by Charles Harcourt Masters in 1794. They were opened on 11 
May 1795 as Sydney Gardens Vauxhall, and rapidly became a popular place of 
entertainment, hosting public breakfasts, promenades and galas. The main building 
was the Sydney Tavern (now the Holburne of Menstrie Museum), which stood at the 
western end of the central walk, and housed tea and card rooms, a ballroom, coffee 
room and a public house. In 1799, a section of the Kennet and Avon Canal was cut 
through the gardens, with the addition of decorative bridges and tunnels, which 
added to the picturesque appeal of the pleasure grounds. During the early C19, 
additional features and structures were introduced, adding variety and surprise in 
accordance with landscape design principles of the period. From c.1839, a section of 
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the Great Western Railway was constructed, cutting through the gardens. Later in the 
C19, further ornamental structures were introduced, but these were largely cleared 
away after World War Two. In 1891, when the original 99-year lease of the Gardens 
expired, the entire site, including the Tavern, by then in use as a college, was sold, 
with the intention of replacing the former Tavern with a large hotel, and remodelling 
the grounds. The plan was abandoned and in 1908, the site was purchased by Bath 
City Council; the gardens were opened to the public as a municipal park in 1913, 
while the Tavern was remodelled by Sir Reginald Blomfield into the Holburne of 
Menstrie Museum. The gardens remain in use as a public park. This building was 
erected c. 1840 as a gardener's store with living quarters to the rear, and was occupied 
until c.1900. It was later used as a pavilion and cloakroom for visitors to the pleasure 
gardens. It is currently used as an occasional education room for the nearby museum. 

DESCRIPTION 

Materials 

The building is constructed from limestone ashlar with a shallow pitched roof with 
wide bracketed eaves. 

Plan 

The building is rectangular on plan with a projecting porch to the front and an 
outshut to the rear. 

Exterior 

The pavilion is a single-storey, Neo-classical building, set on a slightly projecting 
limestone plinth. To the main elevation is a central porch with open sides carried on 
square columns, with an arched opening with central keystone. The roof has broad 
eaves supported on brackets, with insets over the recessed corners, and a central 
stack. There is a single window opening to either side of the porch. A plat band at 
lintel level supports large paired stone brackets to the corners of the main block. To 
the returns, the platband becomes an impost band to large semi-circular arched, 
panelled recesses above eight-over-eight sash windows, with panelled aprons. 

Interior 

The interior is altered though the living quarters to the rear retains a contemporary 
fireplace. 

Reasons for Designation Decision 

The pavilion at Sydney Gardens is designated at Grade II for the following principal 
reasons: * The structure is a good example of a garden building dating from the early 
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C19, forming part of the C18 and C19 pleasure grounds at Sydney Gardens * It is of 
good quality in its materials, craftsmanship and its Neo-classical and Italianate 
detailing * Group value with the other listed buildings and structures within Sydney 
Gardens. 

8.3.4. LADIES’ PUBLIC LAVATORIES CIRCA 50 METRES NORTH OF HOLBURNE 
OF MENSTRIE MUSEUM 

List Entry Summary 

This building is listed under the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) 
Act 1990 as amended for its special architectural or historic interest. 

List entry Number: 1242916 

Grade: II 

Date first registered:  30-Oct-1987 

Date of most recent amendment:  15-Oct-2010 

Details 

Ladies' public lavatories, dating from c.1914, cast by the Saracen Foundry in Glasgow 
to MacFarlane's patent design. 

Historic Development 

Sydney Gardens were laid out as commercial pleasure grounds between 1792 and 
1794; the initial design was by the architect Thomas Baldwin, who, after he went 
bankrupt, was replaced by Charles Harcourt Masters in 1794. They were opened on 11 
May 1795 as Sydney Gardens Vauxhall, and rapidly became a popular place of 
entertainment, hosting public breakfasts, promenades and galas. The main building 
was the Sydney Tavern, which stood at the western end of the central walk. In 1799, a 
section of the Kennet and Avon Canal was cut through the gardens; and during the 
early C19, additional features and structures were introduced, adding variety and 
surprise in accordance with landscape design principles of the period. From c.1839, a 
section of the Great Western Railway was constructed, cutting through the gardens. 
In 1891, when the original 99-year lease of the Gardens expired, the entire site, 
including the Tavern, by then in use as a college, was sold. In 1908, the site was 
purchased by Bath City Council; the gardens were opened to the public as a 
municipal park in 1913, while the Tavern was remodelled into the Holburne of 
Menstrie Museum. The lavatories were added c.1914, a cast iron structure having 
been chosen for its economy. In the late C20, additional facilities including new 
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lavatories were introduced, making the cast-iron lavatories redundant. The gardens 
remain in use as a public park. 

DESCRIPTION 

Materials 

The structure is of cast iron, with a glass roof. 

Plan 

The structure is roughly rectangular on plan, with cubicles to either side of a central 
passage. 

Exterior 

The structure is based on a rectangular tubular framework which supports cast iron 
panels with decorative bands, over a plinth, dado and top; the plinth is articulated by 
decorative frames, with square decorative panels to dado level; and the top has a 
pierced ventilation frieze. 

Interior 

The open entrance is screened by grille doors to opposing central openings, with 
three cubicles to either side. 

Reasons for Designation Decision 

The ladies' lavatories in Sydney Gardens are listed at Grade II for the following 
principal reasons: * An unusually complete survival of industrial prefabrication as 
applied to this specialised and vital building type, which represents an increasingly 
rare survival of this type of street furniture * Despite its being a mass-produced 
structure, the casting is of good quality, and the building is far more decorative than 
would be strictly necessary for utility * Group value with the nearby gentlemen's 
lavatories of similar date, and the other listed buildings and structures within Sydney 
Gardens. 

8.3.5. GENTLEMEN’S PUBLIC LAVATORIES APPROX 45M NORTH OF HOLBURNE 
MUSEUM 

List Entry Summary 

This building is listed under the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) 
Act 1990 as amended for its special architectural or historic interest. 

List entry Number: 1395284 

Grade: II 
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Date first registered:  30-Oct-1987 

Date of most recent amendment:  15-Oct-2010 

Details 

Gentlemen's public lavatories, dating from 1914, cast by the Star Works, 
Birmingham. 

Historic Development 

Sydney Gardens were laid out as commercial pleasure grounds between 1792 and 
1794; the initial design was by the architect Thomas Baldwin, who, after he went 
bankrupt, was replaced by Charles Harcourt Masters in 1794. They were opened on 11 
May 1795 as Sydney Gardens Vauxhall, and rapidly became a popular place of 
entertainment, hosting public breakfasts, promenades and galas. The main building 
was the Sydney Tavern, which stood at the western end of the central walk. In 1799, a 
section of the Kennet and Avon Canal was cut through the gardens; and during the 
early C19, additional features and structures were introduced, adding variety and 
surprise in accordance with landscape design principles of the period. From c.1839, a 
section of the Great Western Railway was constructed, cutting through the gardens. 
In 1891, when the original 99-year lease of the Gardens expired, the entire site, 
including the Tavern, by then in use as a college, was sold. In 1908, the site was 
purchased by Bath City Council; the gardens were opened to the public as a 
municipal park in 1913, while the Tavern was remodelled into the Holburne of 
Menstrie Museum. The lavatories were added in 1914 at a cost of £400, a cast iron 
structure having been chosen for its economy. In the late C20, additional facilities 
including new lavatories were introduced, making the cast-iron lavatories redundant. 
The gardens remain in use as a public park. 

DESCRIPTION 

Materials 

The structure is of cast iron, with a later glass roof. 

Plan 

The structure is roughly rectangular on plan, with an inset baffle entry. 

Exterior 

The structure is based on a rectangular tubular framework which supports cast iron 
panels with decorative bands, over a plinth, dado and top; the plinth is articulated by 
decorative frames, with square decorative panels to dado level; and the top has a 
pierced ventilation frieze with a foliate motif. 
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Interior 

The open entrance is screened by a panel similar to those in the exterior, set back to 
create a baffle entry. The original fittings remain in situ. 

Reasons for Designation Decision 

The gentlemen's lavatories in Sydney Gardens are listed at Grade II for the following 
principal reasons: * An unusually complete survival of industrial prefabrication as 
applied to this specialised and vital building type, which represents an increasingly 
rare survival of this type of street furniture * Despite its being a mass-produced 
structure, the casting is of good quality, and the building is far more decorative than 
would be strictly necessary for utility * Group value with the nearby ladies' lavatories 
of the same date, and the other listed buildings and structures within Sydney 
Gardens. 

8.3.6. SYDNEY GARDENS FOOTBRIDGE 

List Entry Summary 

This building is listed under the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) 
Act 1990 as amended for its special architectural or historic interest. 

List entry Number: 1395282 

Grade: II* 

Date first registered:  11-Aug-1972 

Date of most recent amendment:  18-Jul-2012 

Details 

A pedestrian overbridge, linking two halves of a public park which is bisected by the 
railway, consisting of a cast-iron span and Bath stone abutments. 

Historic Development 

Great Western Railway 

The Great Western Railway was authorised by an Act of Parliament in 1835 to 
construct a line from London to Bristol. At 118 miles this was slightly longer than the 
other major trunk railway of its time, the London and Birmingham (112 miles) and 
considerably longer than other pioneering lines. Construction of the line began in 
1836, using a variety of contractors and some direct labour. The first section to be 
completed, from London to Maidenhead Riverside (Taplow), opened in 1838, and 
thereafter openings followed in eight phases culminating in the completion of the 



 

 

April 2018 
Conservation Plan – DRAFT 

Error! No text of specified style in document. 

52 

whole route in 1841. The section from Chippenham to Bath, including the line 
through Sydney Gardens, was the last part to be opened, in June 1841. 

The engineering of the railway was entrusted in 1833 to Isambard Kingdom Brunel 
(1806-59), who was already known for his engineering projects in Bristol. More than 
any other railway engineer of his time he took sole responsibility for every aspect of 
the engineering design, from surveying the line to the detailing of buildings and 
structures. He sought to achieve as level a route as possible and, working from first 
principles, he persuaded the Directors of the GWR to adopt a broad gauge of 7ft 01/4 
in rather than the standard (4ft 81/2in) gauge in use on other lines. A two track broad 
gauge line was 30ft wide, and this determined the span of the overbridges and other 
structures. Except for larger bridges such as Maidenhead Bridge, the majority of 
Brunel’s masonry bridges did not need to be as innovative as his works in timber and 
iron, and his structures followed the typical architectural idioms of his time, but they 
were all beautifully detailed and built and together they formed integral parts of a 
consistently-designed pioneering railway.  

As in other aspects of engineering, Brunel’s designs using cast iron were unlike those 
used by other engineers, especially in his preferred beam sections. He sought to 
establish his own understanding of the material, using model testing where 
necessary. The same inventiveness also characterised his later designs in wrought 
iron, notably the closed suspension bridges at Chepstow (1850-2) and Saltash (1852-
9). Much of Brunel’s engineering reputation, in his use of iron as in other spheres, 
rests on his originality rather than his contribution to mainstream developments. 

Sydney Gardens Footbridge 

When this bridge was listed in 1972 it was believed to date from the 1860s, after 
Brunel’s death. However, recent research for English Heritage (Brindle & Tucker, 
2011, unpublished) has shown conclusively that the bridge was in fact designed by 
Brunel, built in 1840-1 under contract 10B, and is the last survivor of c. 22 cast-iron 
bridges designed by Brunel for the original Great Western Railway. Some of the 
original contract drawings survive.  

It forms part of the works on the line through Sydney Gardens, a ‘subscription 
garden’ established in 1795 with a layout by Harcourt Masters in a smart suburb of 
Bath. Brunel was obliged to give his line a careful and even ornamental treatment as it 
ran through the Gardens, and the result is a memorable stretch of line composed of 
this bridge, other masonry bridges and balustraded retaining walls, which succeeded 
in making the railway one of the attractions of the Gardens. He had to negotiate the 
detail of this with R. Stothert, secretary to Gardens. Brunel shifted the site of the 
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bridge in compliance with the company’s wishes, and eventually provided a masonry 
arch in the west (Up side) abutment (not shown on the surviving contract drawing). 

The bridge has been little altered, but has a recent timber deck. It was listed in 1972 at 
Grade II, when it was believed to date from the 1860s. 

DESCRIPTION 

Materials 

East (Down) abutment of Bath stone ashlar, curving tightly to meet the contemporary 
Bath stone retaining wall running along side the Down line (separately listed). With 
cornice matching that on the deck fascia and parapet with coping moulded on the 
external face only. Purple engineering brick repair at the arch footings. 

Description 

Skewed segmental arch with standard 30ft (9m) span consisting of three cast-iron 
arched ribs with open spandrels articulated by vertical uprights, carrying a recent 
timber deck (originally cast iron plates). Above the outer ribs, a cast-iron fascia, 
moulded as a cornice and supporting a parapet consisting of vertically-sided hoops 
clasped together by rings to form balusters joined by loops at top and bottom. 

West (Up) abutment also Bath stone ashlar and with cornice, treated with a wide 
projecting pier on each side. West of that a pedestrian passageway through the 
abutment, plainly treated with a barrel vault. Above this, the parapet and footway 
curve down. The parapet is boldly stepped on the inner face and the coping moulded 
on the outer face only. 

Reasons for Designation Decision 

The footbridge over the Great Western Main Line in Sydney Gardens, a cast-
iron footbridge of 1841 designed by I K Brunel, is designated at Grade II*, for 
the following principal reasons: * Date: an early example of a railway structure 
dating from the pioneering phase in national railway development; * Historic 
association: it is constructed to a design by Isambard Kingdom Brunel, who is 
widely perceived as one of the most important transport engineers and 
architects of the C19; * Rarity: the bridge is the last surviving example of 
Brunel's cast-iron bridges on the GWR, and very few survive on other lines; * 
Design interest: the footbridge's delicate design contributes to the picturesque 
quality of the designed landscape within which it is situated; * Group value: it 
forms a group with the other Brunel-designed structures designed to allow the 
railway line through Sydney Gardens, which are also listed at Grade II. 
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8.3.7. SYDNEY GARDENS HOTEL AND RAVENSWELL 

List Entry Summary 

This building is listed under the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) 
Act 1990 as amended for its special architectural or historic interest. 

List entry Number: 1395317 

Grade: II 

Date first registered:  05-Aug-1975 

Date of most recent amendment:  15-Oct-2010 

Details 

Sydney Gardens Hotel and Ravenswell are an asymmetrical pair of villas in an 
eclectic Italianate style, dating from 1853; the architect is unknown but the style is 
similar to that of H E Goodridge. 

Historic Development 

The houses were constructed in 1853 as a pair of villas, formerly Lonsdale and 
Ravensworth, now the Sydney Gardens Hotel and Ravenswell. The buildings stand on 
the site formerly occupied by the labyrinth, one of the earlier features at Sydney 
Gardens pleasure grounds, between the GWR railway and the Kennet and Avon 
Canal as they enter Sydney Gardens. 

DESCRIPTION 

Materials 

The houses are built from limestone ashlar under slate roofs, with bracketed wooden 
eaves. 

Plan 

They are on a complex, staggered plan, which expands to the rear. 

Exterior 

The houses are built on a sloping site and so comprise two and three storeys with 
attic. The main elevation of the Sydney Gardens Hotel, to the left, is a single bay, with 
angle quoins up to the attic level; the ground floor has a bay window above which is 
an open stone parapet; the first floor has two-over-two sash windows in raised 
surrounds, with the window over the bay having a segmental pediment. Above this is 
an arched attic window within the gable. The eaves are wide and set on wooden 
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brackets. A square tower is set into the angle between the street and side fronts; this 
has an entrance at ground floor level, arched windows and a heavy bracketed cornice 
which supports an upswept roof in a Jacobean style, with an elaborate stepped finial. 
The garden front is of three storeys and an attic; the upper ground floor has a 
tripartite window, and the attic storey is gabled. Ravenswell, to the right, has two 
storeys and attic to the main elevation. The first floor has a decorated stone parapet, 
carried on heavy consoles. The arched attic window is set within a semi-circular 
surround with consoles and a finial. The garden front has a deep, projecting hipped 
roof with a gable. The rear has a lean-to roof and tall chimneystack, which is enriched 
with modillions and a pedimental cap. 

Interior 

Not inspected. 

Reasons for Designation Decision 

The Sydney Gardens Hotel and Ravenswell are designated at Grade II, for the 
following principal reasons: * A good example an early Victorian eclectic historicist 
villa * The quality of its architectural detailing, materials and craftsmanship * Group 
value with the front garden walls to the houses (qv) and the other listed buildings in 
Sydney Road Listing NGR: ST7583465247. 

8.3.8. FRONT GARDEN WALL TO SYDNEY GARDENS HOTEL AND RAVENSWELL 

List Entry Summary 

This building is listed under the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) 
Act 1990 as amended for its special architectural or historic interest. 

List entry Number: 1395318 

Grade: II 

Date first registered:  05-Aug-1975 

Date of most recent amendment:  15-Oct-2010 

Details 

A garden wall, entrances and gatepiers fronting two semi-detached houses, similar to 
that of nearby Miles House (qv), dating from 1853. 

Historic Development 

The wall was constructed in 1853 as the perimeter wall for a pair of villas, formerly 
Lonsdale and Ravensworth, now the Sydney Gardens Hotel and Ravenswell. The 
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buildings stand on the site formerly occupied by the labyrinth, one of the earlier 
features at Sydney Gardens pleasure grounds, between the GWR railway and the 
Kennet and Avon Canal as they enter Sydney Gardens. 

DESCRIPTION 

Materials 

The wall is constructed from limestone ashlar, with plain capping. 

Exterior 

The wall is roughly 90m long and 1.5m high, and is articulated by piers c.2m high and 
c.9m apart. There is an arched entrance to each house, c.3.5m high; these have block 
tops, swept at the edges over modillion cornices and semi-circular arches with 
keystones, sunk spandrels, moulded imposts and traces of former bell pulls. The piers 
have similar cornices, and their shafts have recessed panels, within each of which is a 
raised panel with rounded corners. To the left of the entrance way to the Sydney 
Gardens Hotel is a C20 opening for vehicles; this and the entrance way have late C20 
plank gates, whilst the entrance to Ravenswell retains its original double doors with 
recessed panels. 

Reasons for Designation Decision 

The front garden wall to the Sydney Gardens Hotel and Ravenswell is designated at 
Grade II for the following principal reasons: * A substantial length of highly 
architectural boundary wall dating from the middle of the C19, retaining its 
relationship to the houses which it was built to serve * The inclusion of good quality, 
decorated gatepiers and impressive entrance ways * Group value with the Grade II 
listed Sydney Gardens Hotel and Ravenswell, and the adjacent GWR railway bridge 
and Kennet and Avon Canal bridge, both listed at Grade II. 

8.3.9. ‘MINERVA’S TEMPLE’ 

List Entry Summary 

This building is listed under the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) 
Act 1990 as amended for its special architectural or historic interest. 

List entry Number: 1395283 

Grade: II 

Date first registered:  01-Aug-1972 

Date of most recent amendment:  15-Oct-2010 
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Details 

Minerva's Temple is a large garden shelter, dating from 1911, removed to Sydney 
Gardens after the 1911 Empire Exhibition at Crystal Palace. 

Historic Development 

Sydney Gardens were laid out as commercial pleasure grounds between 1792 and 
1794; the initial design was by the architect Thomas Baldwin, who, after he went 
bankrupt, was replaced by Charles Harcourt Masters in 1794. They were opened on 11 
May 1795 as Sydney Gardens Vauxhall, and rapidly became a popular place of 
entertainment, hosting public breakfasts, promenades and galas. The main building 
was the Sydney Tavern (now the Holburne of Menstrie Museum), which stood at the 
western end of the central walk, and housed tea and card rooms, a ballroom, coffee 
room and a public house. In 1799, a section of the Kennet and Avon Canal was cut 
through the gardens, with the addition of decorative bridges and tunnels, which 
added to the picturesque appeal of the pleasure grounds. During the early C19, 
additional features and structures were introduced, adding variety and surprise in 
accordance with landscape design principles of the period. From c.1839, a section of 
the Great Western Railway was constructed, cutting through the gardens. Later in the 
C19, further ornamental structures were introduced, but these were largely cleared 
away after World War Two. In 1891, when the original 99-year lease of the Gardens 
expired, the entire site, including the Tavern, by then in use as a college, was sold, 
with the intention of replacing the former Tavern with a large hotel, and remodelling 
the grounds. The plan was abandoned and in 1908, the site was purchased by Bath 
City Council; the gardens were opened to the public as a municipal park in 1913, 
while the Tavern was remodelled by Sir Reginald Blomfield into the Holburne of 
Menstrie Museum. The gardens remain in use as a public park. This temple was 
constructed to serve as an advertisement for Bath stone at the 1911 Empire Exhibition 
at Crystal Palace and was afterwards permanently re-erected here. The Bath Historical 
Pageant in 1909 took place in Royal Victoria Park, and included a wooden replica of 
the Temple of Sulis Minerva (which lay beneath site of Stall Street, Bath); the bronze 
plaque thus created a connection with this building, which was, at best, indirect. 

DESCRIPTION 

Materials 

The building is constructed from limestone ashlar, under a slate roof. 

Plan 

The building is approximately 8m square on plan. 
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Exterior 

The main elevation has a prostyle of four fluted Corinthian columns, which support 
an entablature; the building is approximately 12m high at the apex of the large 
pediment. The tympanum is carved with female figures supporting wreath, 
surrounding a carved head of Sulis. 

Interior 

To the open interior is a wooden bench, above which is a bronze tablet on rear inner 
wall, which reads: "This building and tablet commemorate the great Historical 
Pageant held at Bath, July 19th to 24th 1909". 

Reasons for Designation Decision 

Minerva's Temple in Sydney Gardens is designated at Grade II for the following 
principal reasons: * The structure is an interesting example of a re-used exhibition 
building, showing the enduring appeal of Bath's classical origins * The quality of its 
materials, craftsmanship and its Classical detailing * Its contribution to the registered 
designed landscape in which it is situated * Group value with the other listed 
buildings and structures within Sydney Gardens. 

8.3.10. BRIDGE OVER RAILWAY IN SYDNEY GARDENS 

List Entry Summary 

This building is listed under the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) 
Act 1990 as amended for its special architectural or historic interest. 

List entry Number: 1395281 

Grade: II* 

Date first registered:  11-Aug-1972 

Date of most recent amendment:  15-Oct-2010 

Details 

Bridge over railway in Sydney Gardens at approach to Rotunda. c1840. By I.K. Brunel 
for the Great Western Railway. MATERIALS: Limestone ashlar parapet, piers and 
south face, dark engineering brick north archivolt and many repairs to intrados. 
EXTERIOR: Angled semi-elliptical arch across railway, semicircular arch across 
footpath through west abutment which pierced by three semicircular arches with 
views from footpath to railway line. Stone parapet has coped parapet, semicircular 
heads and bases to narrow pierced vertical panels and plinth/cornice over arch. 
North-west corner of parapet curves down to footpath. SOURCES: John Froud, 'The 
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Great Western Railway in Bathwick' in 'Beyond Mr Pulteney's Bridge' (Bath 
Preservation Trust exhib. Cat. 1987), 18-19. 

8.3.11. FOOTBRIDGE OVER CANAL IN SYDNEY GARDENS 

List Entry Summary 

This building is listed under the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) 
Act 1990 as amended for its special architectural or historic interest. 

List entry Number: 1395961 

Grade: II* 

Date first registered:  11-Aug-1972 

Date of most recent amendment:  11-Oct-2010 

Details 

A footbridge over the Kennet and Avon Canal, dated 1800, designed by John Rennie, 
engineer, and manufactured by the Coalbrookdale factory at Ironbridge. MATERIALS: 
The structure is of cast iron, set on ashlar abutments. PLAN: The bridge is a single 
span measuring c.10m, with a width of c. 3.5m EXTERIOR: The bridge consists of four 
segmental arches which have cornices above pierced circles diminishing in size 
towards the centre of each intrados. At the centre of each intrados is a moulded cast 
iron date plaque inscribed 'ERECTED / ANNO / 1800'. The delicate cast iron 
balustrade above is formed from three rows, in vertical rectangles to the base with 
larger panels with diagonal crosses above. The raised handrail, which was added in 
the late C20, steps out slightly from the middle section. The abutments, which are 
wider than the bridge, have blocking courses, cornices and guttae friezes. HISTORY: 
Sydney Gardens were laid out as commercial pleasure grounds between 1792 and 
1794; the initial design was by the architect Thomas Baldwin, who, after he went 
bankrupt, was replaced by Charles Harcourt Masters in 1794. They were opened on 11 
May 1795 as Sydney Gardens Vauxhall, and rapidly became a popular place of 
entertainment, hosting public breakfasts, promenades and galas. The main building 
was the Sydney Tavern (now the Holburne of Menstrie Museum), which stood at the 
western end of the central walk, and housed tea and card rooms, a ballroom, coffee 
room and a public house. In 1799, a section of the Kennet and Avon Canal (authorised 
1794; opened 1810) was cut through the gardens, with the addition of decorative 
bridges and tunnels, which added to the picturesque appeal of the pleasure grounds; 
these were insisted upon by the proprietors of Sydney Gardens as part of their 
agreement with the canal company, which was entered into in 1795. The canal 
company paid £2,100 and the cost of providing the bridges and tunnels as 
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compensation for the intrusion into the gardens. During the early C19, additional 
features and structures were introduced, adding variety and surprise in accordance 
with landscape design principles of the period. From c.1839, a section of the Great 
Western Railway was constructed, cutting through the gardens. Later in the C19, 
further ornamental structures were introduced, but these were largely cleared away 
after World War Two. In 1891, when the original 99-year lease of the Gardens 
expired, the entire site, including the Tavern, by then in use as a college, was sold, 
with the intention of replacing the former Tavern with a large hotel, and remodelling 
the grounds. The plan was abandoned and in 1908, the site was purchased by Bath 
City Council; the gardens were opened to the public as a municipal park in 1913, 
while the Tavern was remodelled by Sir Reginald Blomfield into the Holburne of 
Menstrie Museum. The gardens remain in use as a public park. This bridge, which 
provides a pedestrian crossing over the Kennet and Avon canal, was constructed in 
1800 and remains largely unaltered since then. 

Reasons for Designation Decision 

The footbridge over the canalin Sydney Gardens is designated at Grade II*, for the 
following principal reasons: * The bridge, dating from 1800, is a good example of an 
iron bridge by the renowned Coalbrookdale Foundry at Ironbridge, and is one of two 
in the Gardens which mark Coalbrookdale's return to bridge making * It is an 
unusually elegant example of a canal bridge, designed specifically to be decorative as 
well as functional at the behest of the owners of Sydney Gardens * It forms part of an 
important group of four bridges and tunnels on the canal as it passes through Sydney 
Gardens, all of which are designated at Grade II*, and has group value with these and 
the other listed structures in the Gardens Listing NGR: ST7587265314. 

8.3.12. WALL, RAILINGS AND GATE TO THE WEST OF THE KENNET AND 
AVON CANAL 

List Entry Summary 

This building is listed under the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) 
Act 1990 as amended for its special architectural or historic interest. 

List entry Number: 1395292 

Grade: II 

Date first registered:  15-Oct-2010 

Date of most recent amendment:  N/A 

Details 
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Wall, railings and gate. c1800, but with subsequent restorations. MATERIALS: 
Limestone ashlar wall, cast iron railings and gate. EXTERIOR: Plain coped retaining 
wall approx 2m high and 30m long between two footbridges (qv) sweeps down in 
quadrants at centre to each side of elaborate pedestrian gate of geometric design with 
ovals to horizontal central panel and diagonal bars to three panels to top and base. To 
each side quadrant-shaped spaces have matching cast iron panels. Horizontal upper 
rails curve up at sides and panels have cast iron ball finials. Approx 3m to east, across 
footpath along verge of Kennet and Avon Canal, three similar panels of railing with 
swept supports to rear. HISTORY: John Rennie laid out the course of the canal here in 
1796 and construction was underway by 1799. When completed, this intrusion, 
through careful design insisted upon by the Proprietors of Sydney Gardens, added to 
the visual charms of Sydney Gardens. SOURCES: Brenda Snaddon, 'The Last 
Promenade. Sydney Gardens, Bath' (2000), 19-20. 

8.3.13. BRIDGE IN SYDNEY GARDENS 

List Entry Summary 

This building is listed under the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) 
Act 1990 as amended for its special architectural or historic interest. 

List entry Number: 1395952 

Grade: II* 

Date first registered:  11-Aug-1972 

Date of most recent amendment:  15-Oct-2010 

Details 

A footbridge over the Kennet and Avon Canal, dated 1800, designed by John Rennie, 
engineer, and manufactured by the Coalbrookdale factory at Ironbridge. MATERIALS: 
The structure is of cast iron, set on coped ashlar abutments. PLAN: The bridge is a 
single span measuring c.12m, with a width of c.6.5m, and is set on a pronounced skew 
of around 45 degrees. EXTERIOR: The bridge is formed from seven segmental arches 
with panelled intrados, and a cornice which forms the plinth to the balustrade above; 
the balustrade is formed from separate, vertical trellised panels which support the 
continuous handrail. At the vertex of the arch is a cast iron date plaque inscribed 
'ERECTED / ANNO / 1800'. HISTORY: Sydney Gardens were laid out as commercial 
pleasure grounds between 1792 and 1794; the initial design was by the architect 
Thomas Baldwin, who, after he went bankrupt, was replaced by Charles Harcourt 
Masters in 1794. They were opened on 11 May 1795 as Sydney Gardens Vauxhall, and 
rapidly became a popular place of entertainment, hosting public breakfasts, 
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promenades and galas. The main building was the Sydney Tavern (now the Holburne 
of Menstrie Museum), which stood at the western end of the central walk, and housed 
tea and card rooms, a ballroom, coffee room and a public house. In 1799, a section of 
the Kennet and Avon Canal (authorised 1794; opened 1810) was cut through the 
gardens, with the addition of decorative bridges and tunnels, which added to the 
picturesque appeal of the pleasure grounds; these were insisted upon by the 
proprietors of Sydney Gardens as part of their agreement with the canal company, 
which was entered into in 1795. The canal company paid £2,100 and the cost of 
providing the bridges and tunnels as compensation for the intrusion into the gardens. 
During the early C19, additional features and structures were introduced, adding 
variety and surprise in accordance with landscape design principles of the period. 
From c.1839, a section of the Great Western Railway was constructed, cutting 
through the gardens. Later in the C19, further ornamental structures were 
introduced, but these were largely cleared away after World War Two. In 1891, when 
the original 99-year lease of the Gardens expired, the entire site, including the Tavern, 
by then in use as a college, was sold, with the intention of replacing the former 
Tavern with a large hotel, and remodelling the grounds. The plan was abandoned and 
in 1908, the site was purchased by Bath City Council; the gardens were opened to the 
public as a municipal park in 1913, while the Tavern was remodelled by Sir Reginald 
Blomfield into the Holburne of Menstrie Museum. The gardens remain in use as a 
public park. This bridge, which continues the main axis through the park over the 
Kennet and Avon canal, was constructed in 1800 and remains largely unaltered since 
then. 

Reasons for Designation Decision 

The bridge in Sydney Gardens is designated at Grade II*, for the following principal 
reasons: * The bridge is a good example of an iron bridge by the renowned 
Coalbrookdale Foundry at Ironbridge, and was the earliest use of a pioneering 
method of creating skewed crossings * It is an unusually elegant example of a canal 
bridge, designed specifically to be decorative as well as functional at the behest of the 
owners of Sydney Gardens * It forms part of an important group of four bridges and 
tunnels on the canal as it passes through Sydney Gardens, all of which are designated 
at Grade II*, and has group value with these and the other listed structures in the 
Gardens. 

8.3.14. RETAINING WALL AND BALUSTRADE WEST OF RAILWAY LINE 

List Entry Summary 

This building is listed under the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) 
Act 1990 as amended for its special architectural or historic interest. 
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List entry Number: 1395289 

Grade: II* 

Date first registered:  05-Aug-1975 

Date of most recent amendment:  15-Oct-2010 

Details 

Retaining wall and balustrade between Beckford Road and Sydney Road. c1840. By IK 
Brunel, Engineer to Great Western Railway. Limestone ashlar. Low wall bordering 
footpath to west of railway line has alternate balustrades and panels on moulded 
plinth. HISTORY: Part of the outstanding GWR mainline: the sensitivity of the site of 
this cutting resulted in an exceptionally architectural treatment which, far from 
scarring the pleasure ground, added a new feature within the landscape of Sydney 
Gardens. The broad GWR gauge is immediately apparent. The first train ran through 
in June 1841. Owing to the shabby state of Bath railway station, this was chosen as the 
alighting point for a visit by the Duke and Duchess of Connaught in 1881. SOURCES: 
John Froud, 'The Great Western Railway in Bathwick' in 'Beyond Mr Pulteney's 
Bridge' (Bath Preservation Trust exhib. Cat. 1987), 18-19; Brenda Snaddon, 'The Last 
Promenade. Sydney Gardens, Bath' (2000), 31-2. 

8.3.15. RETAINING WALL EAST OF RAILWAY LINE 

List Entry Summary 

This building is listed under the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) 
Act 1990 as amended for its special architectural or historic interest. 

List entry Number: 1395287 

Grade: II* 

Date first registered:  05-Aug-1975 

Date of most recent amendment:  15-Oct-2010 

Details 

Retaining wall between Beckford Road and Sydney Road to east of former Great 
Western Railway. c1840. By I.K. Brunel, Engineer to Great Western Railway. 
Limestone ashlar. Approx 7m high with panelled parapet over cornice and frieze. 
Lower part has concave batter, plinth and shallow piers approx. 1.5m wide and 8m 
apart. HISTORY: Part of the outstanding Great Western Railway mainline: the 
sensitivity of the site of this cutting resulted in an exceptionally architectural 
treatment which, far from scarring the pleasure ground, added a new feature within 
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the landscape of Sydney Gardens. The broad Great Western Railway gauge is 
immediately apparent. The first train ran through in June 1841. SOURCES: John 
Froud, 'The Great Western Railway in Bathwick' in 'Beyond Mr Pulteney's Bridge' 
(Bath Preservation Trust exhib. Cat. 1987), 18-19; Brenda Snaddon, 'The Last 
Promenade. Sydney Gardens, Bath' (2000), 31-2. 

8.3.16. LOGGIA 

List Entry Summary 

This building is listed under the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) 
Act 1990 as amended for its special architectural or historic interest. 

List entry Number: 1395290 

Grade: II 

Date first registered:  11-Aug-1972 

Date of most recent amendment:  15-Oct-2010 

Details 

A loggia with projecting bow, attached to the rear of Sydney House (qv); a partial 
reconstruction of a late Georgian feature, by the Bath City Engineer, 1938. 

Historic Development 

Sydney Gardens were laid out as commercial pleasure grounds between 1792 and 
1794; the initial design was by the architect Thomas Baldwin, who, after he went 
bankrupt, was replaced by Charles Harcourt Masters in 1794. They were opened on 11 
May 1795 as Sydney Gardens Vauxhall, and rapidly became a popular place of 
entertainment, hosting public breakfasts, promenades and galas. The main building 
was the Sydney Tavern (now the Holburne of Menstrie Museum), which stood at the 
western end of the central walk, and housed tea and card rooms, a ballroom, coffee 
room and a public house. In 1799, a section of the Kennet and Avon Canal was cut 
through the gardens, with the addition of decorative bridges and tunnels, which 
added to the picturesque appeal of the pleasure grounds. During the early C19, 
additional features and structures were introduced, adding variety and surprise in 
accordance with landscape design principles of the period. From c.1839, a section of 
the Great Western Railway was constructed, cutting through the gardens. Later in the 
C19, further ornamental structures were introduced, but these were largely cleared 
away after World War Two. In 1891, when the original 99-year lease of the Gardens 
expired, the entire site, including the Tavern, by then in use as a college, was sold, 
with the intention of replacing the former Tavern with a large hotel, and remodelling 
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the grounds. The plan was abandoned and in 1908, the site was purchased by Bath 
City Council; the gardens were opened to the public as a municipal park in 1913, 
while the Tavern was remodelled by Sir Reginald Blomfield into the Holburne of 
Menstrie Museum. This structure replaces a more complex, double curved loggia, 
originally surmounted by statues, forming an exedra-like terminal to the main axis of 
Sydney Gardens. Originally built by Thomas Baldwin and built c.1795, it was 
reconfigured in 1836 at the time of the building of Sydney House in 1835-6, probably 
by John Pinch the Younger. It was rebuilt in a reduced form by the city authority in 
1938. The gardens remain in use as a public park. 

DESCRIPTION 

Materials 

The loggia is constructed from limestone ashlar and has a flat roof (not visible but 
probably covered in lead). 

Exterior 

The structure is a single storey, bow-fronted Ionic colonnade of four columns with an 
entablature; the columns stand on paired plinths. The blocks to either side have 
plinths and are flanked by Ionic pilasters. Above, a low parapet with a dentil cornice 
and frieze spans the front and the returns to either side. 

Interior 

The interior has a circular roofed space; the rear wall has a central doorway with a 
panelled door set in an opening with a moulded architrave and cornice on consoles. 

Reasons for Designation Decision 

The loggia at Sydney Gardens is designated at Grade II for the following principal 
reasons: * The structure is a good example of a garden building dating from the early 
C20, but forming part of the C18 pleasure grounds at Sydney Gardens * It embodies 
the reduced form of an original C18 structure, uses some of the earlier fabric, and is of 
good quality in its materials, craftsmanship and its correct Classical detailing * Group 
value with Sydney House (qv), to the rear of which the loggia is attached, and the 
other listed buildings and structures within Sydney Gardens. 

8.3.17. SYDNEY HOUSE 

List Entry Summary 

This building is listed under the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) 
Act 1990 as amended for its special architectural or historic interest. 
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List entry Number: 1395319 

Grade: II 

Date first registered:  12-Jun-1950 

Date of most recent amendment:  15-Oct-2010 

Details 

Detached house, now offices. 1835-6. Attributed to John Pinch the Younger. 
MATERIALS: Limestone ashlar, single pitched slate roof with moulded stacks to the 
returns. PLAN: Double depth plan. EXTERIOR: Three storeys and basement, 
symmetrical five-window range. Coped parapet with balustraded panels to front over 
windows, sweeps up on returns to meet stacks, cornice and frieze, ground floor 
platband and banded rustication and incised voussoirs to ground floor. Front, facing 
north-east, has moulded architraves to upper floor windows, small three/three-pane 
sash to centre of second floor flanked by square two-pane casement windows, those to 
first floor have cornices, friezes, bracketed sills, six panes to upper sashes and two 
horizontal panes to lower sashes. French windows to ground floor have margin panes 
and overlights. Central three-bays step slightly forward. Returns have some sash and 
some blind windows. Overlight to six-panel door in left return has triangular margin 
panes to rectangular, central pane. Central three stepped-forward bays of rear, facing 
Sydney Gardens, form rear wing. Lower two storey range steps further forward with 
imposing segmental bay. Similar balustraded parapet, cornice and frieze front, four 
Corinthian columns flank three six/one-pane sash windows with late C19 sunblind 
boxes, segmental curved cast iron trellised balcony fronts whole central block. 
INTERIOR: Not inspected. Interior sub-divided into flats in 1983. HISTORY: Axially 
aligned with the former Sydney Hotel (now the Holburne Museum), this house was 
built on ground taken out of the north-eastern corner of Sydney Gardens. The Loggia 
below [q.v.] was rebuilt at the time of construction. SOURCES: Brenda Snaddon, 'The 
Last Promenade. Sydney Gardens Bath' (2000), 28. 

8.3.18. BRIDGE OVER RAILWAY 

List Entry Summary 

This building is listed under the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) 
Act 1990 as amended for its special architectural or historic interest. 

List entry Number: 1395307 

Grade: II* 

Date first registered:  05-Aug-1975 
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Date of most recent amendment:  15-Oct-2010 

Details 

Road bridge over former Great Western Railway in Sydney Gardens. c1840. By IK 
Brunel, Engineer to the Great Western Railway. MATERIALS: Limestone ashlar. 
EXTERIOR: Angled semi-elliptical arch with abutment to west, has plain coped 
parapet with plinth and cornice over arch which steps down and forward at west side, 
similar lower parapet to east curves to join lower retaining wall of railway (qv). 
HISTORY: This bridge forms part of the exceptionally picturesque sequence of 
railway structures driven through Sydney Gardens, relating to the outstanding GWR 
mainline from London to Bath. H.E. Goodridge is believed to have acted as surveyor to 
the Great Western Railway at this time and may well have overseen the design of this 
bridge. Modern plaque on north-west spandrel erected by the Brunel Society 
commemorates its construction. SOURCES: John Froud, 'The Great Western Railway 
in Bathwick', 'Beyond Mr Pulteney's Bridge' (Bath Preservation Trust exhib. Cat. 1987), 
18-19. 

8.3.19. BRIDGE OVER RAILWAY 

List Entry Summary 

This building is listed under the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) 
Act 1990 as amended for its special architectural or historic interest. 

List entry Number: 1394439 

Grade: II 

Date first registered:  05-Aug-1975 

Date of most recent amendment:  15-Oct-2010 

Details 

Road bridge over the former Great Western Railway. c1840 with C20 extensions. By 
I.K. Brunel. MATERIALS: Limestone ashlar and engineering brick. EXTERIOR: The 
facade to Sydney Gardens is more prestigious with moulded coping to the parapet; a 
cornice over the arch follows the contours of two doubly stepped-forward ashlar 
buttresses flanking the arch. The angled semi-elliptical arch has five courses of brick 
(possibly later), and ashlar facings. The north facade has brick facings. C20 corrugated 
iron extensions above the parapets. HISTORY: One of a notable sequence of railway 
bridges leading into Bath, showing the strong influence of contemporary architecture 
on Brunel’s overall scheme. This section of the line was opened in June, 1841. 
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8.3.20. KENNET AND AVON CANAL TUNNEL (UNDER BECKFORD ROAD) 

List Entry Summary 

This building is listed under the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) 
Act 1990 as amended for its special architectural or historic interest. 

List entry Number: 1395965 

Grade: II* 

Date first registered:  11-Aug-1972 

Date of most recent amendment:  15-Oct-2010 

Details 

A canal tunnel, dating from c.1800, by John Rennie, engineer. MATERIALS: The 
tunnel and portals are constructed from limestone ashlar. PLAN: The tunnel widens 
towards the north, as it exits Sydney Gardens, and measures around 51m in length. 
EXTERIOR: The south front, facing Sydney Gardens, has a semi-elliptical arch with 
radial voussoirs and vermiculated rustication extending beyond the slightly 
projecting smooth ashlar piers, which have coved niches set under recessed panels 
with swags. Above the centre of the arch is a large, raised ashlar panel articulated by a 
central mask of a male head, representing Father Thames, flanked by swags. A cornice 
and plain parapet step forward over the piers and central panel. The northern front, 
which lies outside Sydney Gardens, is of plain limestone ashlar, with a central 
projecting keystone at the top of the arch; the plain parapet is set slightly forward. 
The elliptical tunnel is lined in limestone ashlar. HISTORY: Sydney Gardens were laid 
out as commercial pleasure grounds between 1792 and 1794; the initial design was by 
the architect Thomas Baldwin, who, after he went bankrupt, was replaced by Charles 
Harcourt Masters in 1794. They were opened on 11 May 1795 as Sydney Gardens 
Vauxhall, and rapidly became a popular place of entertainment, hosting public 
breakfasts, promenades and galas. The main building was the Sydney Tavern (now 
the Holburne of Menstrie Museum), which stood at the western end of the central 
walk, and housed tea and card rooms, a ballroom, coffee room and a public house. In 
1799, a section of the Kennet and Avon Canal (authorised 1794; opened 1810) was cut 
through the gardens, with the addition of decorative bridges and tunnels, which 
added to the picturesque appeal of the pleasure grounds; these were insisted upon by 
the proprietors of Sydney Gardens as part of their agreement with the canal company, 
which was entered into in 1795. The canal company paid £2,100 and the cost of 
providing the bridges and tunnels as compensation for the intrusion into the gardens. 
During the early C19, additional features and structures were introduced, adding 
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variety and surprise in accordance with landscape design principles of the period. 
From c.1839, a section of the Great Western Railway was constructed, cutting 
through the gardens. Later in the C19, further ornamental structures were 
introduced, but these were largely cleared away after World War Two. In 1891, when 
the original 99-year lease of the Gardens expired, the entire site, including the Tavern, 
by then in use as a college, was sold, with the intention of replacing the former 
Tavern with a large hotel, and remodelling the grounds. The plan was abandoned and 
in 1908, the site was purchased by Bath City Council; the gardens were opened to the 
public as a municipal park in 1913, while the Tavern was remodelled by Sir Reginald 
Blomfield into the Holburne of Menstrie Museum. The gardens remain in use as a 
public park. This tunnel was constructed c.1800, after the cutting of the canal 
commenced in 1799. SOURCES: K R Clew, The Kennet and Avon Canal (1968) Brenda 
Snaddon, The Last Promenade: Sydney Gardens, Bath (2000), 19-20. 

Reasons for Designation Decision 

The Kennet and Avon Canal Tunnel under Beckford Road designated at Grade II*, for 
the following principal reasons: * It is an unusually elegant example of a canal 
tunnel, dating from 1800, with the southern portal designed specifically to be highly 
decorative as well as functional, at the behest of the owners of Sydney Gardens * The 
tunnel makes a virtue of necessity and as well as providing a crossing over the canal, 
it is a positive feature of the picturesque pleasure grounds, adding to the variety and 
surprise of the designed landscape * The quality of the construction, the use of high 
quality materials throughout, and the impressive decoration of the south portal sets 
it apart from the majority of listed canal structures of this date and type * The tunnel 
is almost entirely unaltered since its construction * It forms part of an important 
group of four bridges and tunnels on the canal as it passes through Sydney Gardens, 
all of which are listed at Grade II*, and has group value with these and the other listed 
structures in the Gardens. 

8.3.21. HORSE TROUGH AT JUNCTION WITH WARMINSTER ROAD 

List Entry Summary 

This building is listed under the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) 
Act 1990 as amended for its special architectural or historic interest. 

List entry Number: 1394442 

Grade: II 

Date first registered:  15-Oct-2010 

Date of most recent amendment:  Not applicable to this List entry 
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Details 

Horse trough. c1906. Standard granite trough as used by the Metropolitan Cattle 
Trough and Drinking Fountain Association in London. Top trough with gabled water 
inlet at one end with a drinking fountain on back. Trough supported on two solid legs 
protected from cartwheels by half round bollards. Lower troughs for dogs. Inscription 
: ERECTED BY MAJOR BRICKMANN JP 1906 ALDERMAN OF THE CITY OF BATH. 

8.3.22. PLINTH, GATES, RAILINGS AND OVERTHROWS TO CLEVELAND 
HOUSE 

List Entry Summary 

This building is listed under the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) 
Act 1990 as amended for its special architectural or historic interest. 

List entry Number: 1395312 

Grade: II 

Date first registered:  05-Aug-1975 

Date of most recent amendment:  Not applicable to this List entry 

Details 

Plinth, gates, railings and overthrows fronting Cleveland House (qv). Early C19. 
Wrought and cast iron on exceptionally tall stone plinth. Double gates with 
overthrows with lantern brackets, positioned opposite entrance doors to house of 
same height; quarter-circle rails to each side of gate form semi-circles when gates are 
closed. The lower half of pointed square-section railings divide into two and attach to 
high ashlar plinth/retaining wall. Gate piers and central piers to railings accented 
with anthemion enrichments. Three-rail overthrows connected by two pairs of two 
circles and scrolled at top to support lamp brackets. 

8.3.23. KENNET AND AVON CANAL TUNNEL (UNDER CLEVELAND HOUSE 
AND SYDNEY ROAD) 

List Entry Summary 

This building is listed under the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) 
Act 1990 as amended for its special architectural or historic interest. 

List entry Number: 1395966 

Grade: II* 
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Date first registered:  11-Aug-1972 

Date of most recent amendment:  15-Oct-2010 

Details 

A canal tunnel, dating from c.1800, by John Rennie, engineer. MATERIALS: The 
tunnel and portals are constructed from limestone ashlar. PLAN: The tunnel widens 
towards the south, as it exits Sydney Gardens, and measures around 54m in length. 
EXTERIOR: The north front, facing Sydney Gardens, has a semi-elliptical arch with 
radial voussoirs and vermiculated rustication extending beyond the slightly 
projecting smooth ashlar piers, which have coved niches set under recessed panels 
with swags. Above the centre of the arch is a large, raised ashlar panel articulated by a 
central mask of a female head, representing Sabrina, the spirit of the Severn, flanked 
by swags. A cornice and plain parapet step forward over the piers and central panel. 
The southern front, which lies outside Sydney Gardens, is of plain limestone ashlar, 
with a central projecting keystone at the top of the arch; the plain parapet is set 
slightly forward. The elliptical tunnel is lined in limestone ashlar. HISTORY: Sydney 
Gardens were laid out as commercial pleasure grounds between 1792 and 1794; the 
initial design was by the architect Thomas Baldwin, who, after he went bankrupt, was 
replaced by Charles Harcourt Masters in 1794. They were opened on 11 May 1795 as 
Sydney Gardens Vauxhall, and rapidly became a popular place of entertainment, 
hosting public breakfasts, promenades and galas. The main building was the Sydney 
Tavern (now the Holburne of Menstrie Museum), which stood at the western end of 
the central walk, and housed tea and card rooms, a ballroom, coffee room and a public 
house. In 1799, a section of the Kennet and Avon Canal (authorised 1794; opened 
1810) was cut through the gardens, with the addition of decorative bridges and 
tunnels, which added to the picturesque appeal of the pleasure grounds; these were 
insisted upon by the proprietors of Sydney Gardens as part of their agreement with 
the canal company, which was entered into in 1795. The canal company paid £2,100 
and the cost of providing the bridges and tunnels as compensation for the intrusion 
into the gardens. During the early C19, additional features and structures were 
introduced, adding variety and surprise in accordance with landscape design 
principles of the period. From c.1839, a section of the Great Western Railway was 
constructed, cutting through the gardens. Later in the C19, further ornamental 
structures were introduced, but these were largely cleared away after World War 
Two. In 1891, when the original 99-year lease of the Gardens expired, the entire site, 
including the Tavern, by then in use as a college, was sold, with the intention of 
replacing the former Tavern with a large hotel, and remodelling the grounds. The 
plan was abandoned and in 1908, the site was purchased by Bath City Council; the 
gardens were opened to the public as a municipal park in 1913, while the Tavern was 
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remodelled by Sir Reginald Blomfield into the Holburne of Menstrie Museum. The 
gardens remain in use as a public park. This tunnel was constructed c.1800, after the 
cutting of the canal commenced in 1799. SOURCES: K R Clew, The Kennet and Avon 
Canal (1968) Brenda Snaddon, The Last Promenade: Sydney Gardens, Bath (2000), 19-
20. 

Reasons for Designation Decision 

The Kennet and Avon Canal Tunnel under Cleveland House and Sydney Road is 
designated at Grade II*, for the following principal reasons: * It is an unusually 
elegant example of a canal tunnel, dating from 1800, with the southern portal 
designed specifically to be highly decorative as well as functional, at the behest of the 
owners of Sydney Gardens * The tunnel makes a virtue of necessity and as well as 
providing a crossing over the canal, it is a positive feature of the picturesque pleasure 
grounds, adding to the variety and surprise of the designed landscape * The quality of 
the construction, the use of high quality materials throughout, and the impressive 
decoration of the south portal sets it apart from the majority of listed canal structures 
of this date and type * The tunnel is almost entirely unaltered since its construction * 
It forms part of an important group of four bridges and tunnels on the canal as it 
passes through Sydney Gardens, all of which are listed at Grade II*, and has group 
value with these and the other listed structures in the Gardens, as well as Cleveland 
House (qv), the former headquarters of the Kennet and Avon Canal company, under 
which it sits. 

8.3.24. LOWER LOCK 

List Entry Summary 

This building is listed under the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) 
Act 1990 as amended for its special architectural or historic interest. 

List entry Number: 1395962 

Grade: II 

Date first registered:  11-Aug-1972 

Date of most recent amendment:  15-Oct-2010 

Details 

Canal lock. c1800, restored c1971. John Rennie, engineer. Brick-lined basin with 
heavy sandstone flush rounded coping, at upper end walls are flared out, and at lower 
end they continue in ashlar, carried through part of adjacent bridge (qv). Two pairs of 
wooden gates, with cast iron gear at upper end. The Kennet and Avon Canal Act 
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received royal assent in 1794, and 120 shares were issued. John Rennie was appointed 
engineer-in-charge, and estimate of £36,000 for wide canal accepted in July of same 
year. Work was started at Newbury and Bradford-on-Avon, delay in completing 
staircase of locks at Devizes retarded completion until late December 1810, and first 
boat passed through later that month. SOURCE: K.R. Clew, The Kennet & Avon Canal 
(Newton Abbot 1968). 
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8.4. Appendix 4: HISTORIC FEATURES & ENTERTAINMENTS RECORD 

Element Date Description Source 

Events & Activities 

Public 
breakfast
s 

1795-
? 

In 1801, the Austens, newly arrived in 
Bath, took lodgings at Number 4, Sydney 
Place, directly opposite the gardens. In 
describing their location to her sister, Jane 
Austen jokingly wrote, ‘There is a public 
breakfast in Sydney Gardens every 
morning, so we shall not be wholly 
starved.’ 

Jane Austen’s letters 

https://www.janeaus
ten.co.uk/sydney-
gardens-bath/ 

Public 
breakfast 
to 
celebrate 
the 
abolition 
of slavery 

1834 Public breakfast to celebrate the abolition 
of slavery 

Bath Chronical Aug 
1934? 

Galas  The Sydney Gardens usually held three 
Gala Evenings each season: one on the 4th 
June to celebrate King George III’s 
Birthday; one on the 12th August to 
celebrate the Prince of Wales birthday and 
another in July- a moveable feast – to 
coincide with the Summer Horse Race 
Meeting at Bath. 

‘The amusements here, begin early in the 
Spring, with public breakfasts, 
promenades and temporary illuminations 
enlivened by music. There are generally 
four or five Gala Nights in the course of 
the summer season, and about five 
thousand lamps are lighted on the 
occasion. From three to four thousand 

The Historic and 
Local New Bath 
Guide (1805) p. 125 

Walks through Bath 
(1819) 

https://www.janeaus
ten.co.uk/sydney-
gardens-bath/ 

https://austenonly.c
om/2010/03/12/jane-
austen-in-bath-the-
sydney-garden-galas-
1-music/ 

 

https://www.janeausten.co.uk/sydney-gardens-bath/
https://www.janeausten.co.uk/sydney-gardens-bath/
https://www.janeausten.co.uk/sydney-gardens-bath/
https://austenonly.com/2010/03/12/jane-austen-in-bath-the-sydney-garden-galas-1-music/
https://austenonly.com/2010/03/12/jane-austen-in-bath-the-sydney-garden-galas-1-music/
https://austenonly.com/2010/03/12/jane-austen-in-bath-the-sydney-garden-galas-1-music/
https://austenonly.com/2010/03/12/jane-austen-in-bath-the-sydney-garden-galas-1-music/
https://austenonly.com/2010/03/12/jane-austen-in-bath-the-sydney-garden-galas-1-music/


 

 

April 2018 
Conservation Plan – DRAFT 

Error! No text of specified style in document. 

75 

Element Date Description Source 

persons of the first fashion and 
consequence, assemble at Sydney-Garden 
on a Gala night’ 

Upon gala-nights, the music, singing, 
cascades, transparencies, fire-works, and 
superb illuminations, render these 
gardens very similar to Vauxhall… The 
company, generally, are of the most 
respectable description; and upon some of 
the gala-nights, upwards of 4000 persons 
have paid for admission, which is 2s. 6d. 
each. 

“There is to be a grand gala on Tuesday 
evening in Sydney Gardens, a concert, 
with illuminations and fireworks. To the 
latter Elizabeth and I look forward with 
pleasure, and even the concert will have 
more than its usual charm for me, as the 
gardens are large enough for me to get 
pretty well beyond the reach of its sound. 
Jane Austen to Cassandra 
Sunday, June 2, 1799” 

Firework
s 

 1799: The fireworks to celebrate the Kings 
Birthday on the  4th June-which went off 
so ill-were postponed due to bad weather.  
They were rescheduled for the 18th June 
and that is the evening Jane Austen 
attended. 

The Historic and 
Local New Bath 
Guide (1805) p. 125 

https://austenonly.c
om/2010/03/13/jane-
austen-in-bath-the-
sydney-garden-galas-
2-fireworks/ 

 

Illuminat
ions 

 ‘There are generally four or five Gala 
Nights in the course of the summer 
season, and about five thousand lamps are 

The Historic and 
Local New Bath 
Guide (1805) p. 125 

https://austenonly.com/2010/03/13/jane-austen-in-bath-the-sydney-garden-galas-2-fireworks/
https://austenonly.com/2010/03/13/jane-austen-in-bath-the-sydney-garden-galas-2-fireworks/
https://austenonly.com/2010/03/13/jane-austen-in-bath-the-sydney-garden-galas-2-fireworks/
https://austenonly.com/2010/03/13/jane-austen-in-bath-the-sydney-garden-galas-2-fireworks/
https://austenonly.com/2010/03/13/jane-austen-in-bath-the-sydney-garden-galas-2-fireworks/
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Element Date Description Source 

lighted on the occasion.’ 

Between 1952 and 1956 a series of 
illuminated festivals was held at Sydney 
Gardens, organised by the Spa Committee 
who also organised the Bath Assembly, a 
forerunner of the Bath Festival 

https://historicengla
nd.org.uk/listing/the
-list/list-
entry/1001258 

Tea    

Concerts    

Balloon 
ascents 

1802, 
1902 

‘Ascended from Sydney Gardens Bath on 
Tuesday, Sept 7 1802, with M. Garnerin 
accompanied by Mr. Glassford (who 
ascended from Vauxhall) The Day being 
propitious they Continued their aerial 
Voyage for an Hour & 50 Minutes & then 
descended in a Field near Mells Park, the 
Seat of T. Horner Esq. 16 Miles from Bath. 
The greatest elevation they attain’d was 
5420 Feet.’ 

Image with caption 
(Victoria Art 
Gallery) 

Flower 
shows 

 In 1834, the Bath Horticultural and Floral 
Society was formed and Sydney Gardens 
became the venue of their annual shows. 
In 1839, the Horticultural Society split up 
following a disagreement and one section 
formed a separate society which 
purchased its own garden in Royal 
Victoria Park in Bath (qv), the current 
Botanic Garden. In 1842 the two societies 
merged again and held annual shows at 
Sydney Gardens and Royal Victoria Park 
alternately until 1853 

Sydney Gardens: 
The Last Promenade 

https://historicengla
nd.org.uk/listing/the
-list/list-
entry/1001258 

Sports 
(bowls, 

  Map regression 

Bath Chronicle 
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Element Date Description Source 

tennis) reports of Sydney 
Gardens Bowls Club 
matches 

Jane 
Austen in 
Sydney 
Gardens 

1799-
1804 

There is to be a grand gala on Tuesday 
evening in Sydney Gardens, a concert, 
with illuminations and fireworks. To the 
latter Elizabeth and I look forward with 
pleasure, and even the concert will have 
more than its usual charm for me, as the 
gardens are large enough for me to get 
pretty well beyond the reach of its sound. 
Jane Austen to Cassandra 
Sunday, June 2, 1799 

In 1801, the Austens, newly arrived in 
Bath, took lodgings at Number 4, Sydney 
Place…‘There is a public breakfast in 
Sydney Gardens every morning, so we 
shall not be wholly starved.’ 

‘ would be very pleasant to be near Sydney 
Gardens; we might go into the labyrinth 
every day’. 
Jane Austen to Cassandra. Wednesday, 
January 21, 1801 

https://www.janeaus
ten.co.uk/sydney-
gardens-bath/ 

Jane Austen: The 
Life and Times of the 
Woman Behind the 
Books (2017) 

Napoleon 
III stays 
at the 
Sydney 
Hotel 

1846 Louis-Napoléon Bonaparte (20 April 1808 
– 9 January 1873) was the nephew and 
heir of Napoleon I. He was the first Head 
of State of France to hold the title of 
President, the first elected by a direct 
popular vote. Barred by the Constitution 
and Parliament from running for a second 
term, he organized a coup d'état in 1851 
and then took the throne as Napoleon III 
on 2 December 1852. He remains the 
longest-serving French head of state since 
the French Revolution.  

https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Napoleon_
III 

The Original Bath 
Guide (1919) p.171-2 

https://www.janeausten.co.uk/sydney-gardens-bath/
https://www.janeausten.co.uk/sydney-gardens-bath/
https://www.janeausten.co.uk/sydney-gardens-bath/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Napoleon_I
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Head_of_State
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Head_of_State
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/French_coup_of_1851
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/French_Revolution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Napoleon_III
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Napoleon_III
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Napoleon_III
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Element Date Description Source 

Features 
Associate
d With 
the 
Pleasure 
Gardens 

   

Labyrint
h 

1795-
1839 

‘a labyrinth formed by enclosed path-
ways, the principal one of which, after 
many intricate windings, leads to a fine 
Merlins Swing, and a Grotto of antique 
appearance: on this way, four thatched 
umbrellas are placed at equal distances 
from each other, which are intended to 
serve as shelter from sudden rain or 
storms.’ 

The Labyrinth, shown here at three-pence 
each person, is an object of curiosity. The 
inducement to enter it is one of Merlin’s 
swings, which appears not only very 
prominent, but easy of access. However, it 
might puzzle any cunning person, if left to 
himself and without a clue, for six hours, 
to acquire the much wished for spot; and it 
is rather a difficult task when the explorer 
of the Labyrinth has the direction pointed 
out to him from a man stationed in the 
swing. The inns and outs necessary to be 
made, it is said, measure half a mile. 

Mentioned by Jane Austen, on the 
possibility of moving to Sydney Place “It 
would be very pleasant to be near 
Sydney Gardens; we might go into the 
labyrinth every day.” 

The New Bath Guide 
(1805) p. 124 

Kerr (1825) 

Walks Through 
Bath (1819) 

Jane Austen’s letters 

https://www.janeaus
ten.co.uk/sydney-
gardens-bath/ 

 

Merlin’s 1795- Invented by John Joseph Merlin, who also 
invented inline skates and built the 

https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/John_Josep

https://www.janeausten.co.uk/sydney-gardens-bath/
https://www.janeausten.co.uk/sydney-gardens-bath/
https://www.janeausten.co.uk/sydney-gardens-bath/
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Element Date Description Source 

Swing 1839 famous silver swan automata (now at the 
Bowes Museum). 

The inducement to enter [The Labyrinth] 
is one of Merlin’s swings, which appears 
not only very prominent, but easy of 
access. However, it might puzzle any 
cunning person, if left to himself and 
without a clue, for six hours, to acquire the 
much wished for spot; and it is rather a 
difficult task when the explorer of the 
Labyrinth has the direction pointed out to 
him from a man stationed in the swing 

h_Merlin 

The New Bath Guide 
(1805) p. 124 

Walks Through 
Bath (1819) 

Adult 
swings 

 There are also several swings, adapted for 
the ladies; and others for gentlemen. 

 

Walks Through 
Bath (1819) 

“Swings in Sydney 
Garden” by John 
Nixon c. 1800, with 
permission of 
Victoria Art Gallery 

Cosmora
ma 

 A cosmorama is an exhibition of 
perspective pictures of different places in 
the world, usually world landmarks. 
Careful use of illumination and lenses 
gives the images greater realism. They 
were particularly popular during the 
Georgian era, and descriptions from 
cosmoramas in other places include  

..\HLF 
PROJECT\ROUND 2 
BID\Interpretation 
Plan\Cosmoramas\p
df.pdf 

..\HLF 
PROJECT\ROUND 2 
BID\Interpretation 
Plan\Cosmoramas\p
df dia.pdf 

Supper 
boxes 

 Numerous covered-in boxes; and several 
alcoves formed with much botanical taste, 
grottos, &c. render this promenade highly 

Walks Through 
Bath (1819) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Perspective_picture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Landmark
file://Seth/Shared$/Direct%20Services/Royal%20Victoria%20Park/Shared/Parks/Sydney%20Gardens/HLF%20PROJECT/ROUND%202%20BID/Interpretation%20Plan/HLF%20PROJECT/ROUND%202%20BID/Interpretation%20Plan/Cosmoramas/pdf.pdf
file://Seth/Shared$/Direct%20Services/Royal%20Victoria%20Park/Shared/Parks/Sydney%20Gardens/HLF%20PROJECT/ROUND%202%20BID/Interpretation%20Plan/HLF%20PROJECT/ROUND%202%20BID/Interpretation%20Plan/Cosmoramas/pdf.pdf
file://Seth/Shared$/Direct%20Services/Royal%20Victoria%20Park/Shared/Parks/Sydney%20Gardens/HLF%20PROJECT/ROUND%202%20BID/Interpretation%20Plan/HLF%20PROJECT/ROUND%202%20BID/Interpretation%20Plan/Cosmoramas/pdf.pdf
file://Seth/Shared$/Direct%20Services/Royal%20Victoria%20Park/Shared/Parks/Sydney%20Gardens/HLF%20PROJECT/ROUND%202%20BID/Interpretation%20Plan/HLF%20PROJECT/ROUND%202%20BID/Interpretation%20Plan/Cosmoramas/pdf.pdf
file://Seth/Shared$/Direct%20Services/Royal%20Victoria%20Park/Shared/Parks/Sydney%20Gardens/HLF%20PROJECT/ROUND%202%20BID/Interpretation%20Plan/HLF%20PROJECT/ROUND%202%20BID/Interpretation%20Plan/Cosmoramas/pdf.pdf
file://Seth/Shared$/Direct%20Services/Royal%20Victoria%20Park/Shared/Parks/Sydney%20Gardens/HLF%20PROJECT/ROUND%202%20BID/Interpretation%20Plan/HLF%20PROJECT/ROUND%202%20BID/Interpretation%20Plan/Cosmoramas/pdf%20dia.pdf
file://Seth/Shared$/Direct%20Services/Royal%20Victoria%20Park/Shared/Parks/Sydney%20Gardens/HLF%20PROJECT/ROUND%202%20BID/Interpretation%20Plan/HLF%20PROJECT/ROUND%202%20BID/Interpretation%20Plan/Cosmoramas/pdf%20dia.pdf
file://Seth/Shared$/Direct%20Services/Royal%20Victoria%20Park/Shared/Parks/Sydney%20Gardens/HLF%20PROJECT/ROUND%202%20BID/Interpretation%20Plan/HLF%20PROJECT/ROUND%202%20BID/Interpretation%20Plan/Cosmoramas/pdf%20dia.pdf
file://Seth/Shared$/Direct%20Services/Royal%20Victoria%20Park/Shared/Parks/Sydney%20Gardens/HLF%20PROJECT/ROUND%202%20BID/Interpretation%20Plan/HLF%20PROJECT/ROUND%202%20BID/Interpretation%20Plan/Cosmoramas/pdf%20dia.pdf
file://Seth/Shared$/Direct%20Services/Royal%20Victoria%20Park/Shared/Parks/Sydney%20Gardens/HLF%20PROJECT/ROUND%202%20BID/Interpretation%20Plan/HLF%20PROJECT/ROUND%202%20BID/Interpretation%20Plan/Cosmoramas/pdf%20dia.pdf
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Element Date Description Source 

attractive during the summer evenings. 

Sham 
castle 

 ‘a sham castle planted with several pieces 
of cannon’ 

The Historic and 
Local New Bath 
Guide (1805) p. 124 

Hermits 
cot 

   

Mill 
scene 

  The Historic and 
Local New Bath 
Guide (1805) p. 124 

The 
Cascade 
or 
waterfall 

 A most delightful piece of ground, like a 
bowling green, enveloped with trees, and a 
small natural cascade from a spring, 
cannot be passed with indifference. 

Walks Through 
Bath (1819) 

The Ride  ‘a pleasant and spacious Ride encircles the 
whole’ 

…a surrounding ride, for the 
accommodation of ladies and gentlemen 
on horseback, that commands beautiful 
and romantic views, and of being free 
from dust in the summer, and dirt in the 
winter. 

The Historic and 
Local New Bath 
Guide (1805) p. 124 

Walks Through 
Bath (1819) 

Aviary    
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Element Date Description Source 

Bandstan
d 

 

 

 

Orchestra 1861-
1950 

The Orchestra is close to the back of the 
Tavern, neatly arranged and elevated, with 
a large open space before it, well gravelled 

Walks through Bath 
(1819) 

Refreshm
ent room 

1840 In 1840 the Bath Horticultural and Floral 
Society introduced a new refreshment 
room, known as the Octagonal Rustic 
Pavilion (demolished c 1896). 

https://historicengla
nd.org.uk/listing/the
-list/list-
entry/1001258 

Grotto 1795-
1840 

Exit to the Labyrinth. Believed to now be 
in the grounds of the Bath Spa Hotel. ‘…a 
grotto of antique appearance’ 

Kirsten Elliot, 
historian (pers. 
comms.) 

The Echo    

Shrubber
ies/Georg
ian 
planting 

Geor
gian 
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10.0 Gazetteer  

This is a separate excel file, so as to be easily updated.  



Sydney Gardens
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Tree Number Tree Species Estimated 
Age

Estimated Date 
of origin

T39 Beech 255 1762
T75 Yew 249 1768 Date of OriginNumber of Trees
T44 London plane 240 1777 1760 2 Pre 1800 5

T153 Beech 236 1781 1770 1 1800-1850 9
T127 Horse chestnut 220 1797 1780 1 1850-1900 6
T186 London plane 206 1811 1790 1 1900-1950 18
T47 London plane 206 1811 1800 0

T154 Beech 197 1820 1810 2
T41 Horse chestnut 190 1827 1820 2

T151 Beech 186 1831 1830 4
T172 London plane 183 1834 1840 0
T141 London plane 180 1837 1850 1
T33 Horse chestnut 180 1837 1860 2
T36 Horse chestnut 161 1856 1870 1
T55 Copper beech 155 1862 1880 0
T10 Horse chestnut 154 1863 1890 1

T131 Copper beech 141 1876 1900 1 6
T190 Horse chestnut 122 1895 1910 3
T13 Sycamore 108 1909 1920 3
T8 Sycamore 105 1912 1930 6

T83 Cedar of Lebanon 103 1914 1940 3
T126 Yew 100 1917 1950 3 18
T114 Red horse chestnut 95 1922
T15 Corsican pine 91 1926

T161 Horse chestnut 89 1928
T90 Sycamore 87 1930

T116 Common lime 83 1934
T168 Common lime 81 1936
T17 Corsican pine 80 1937

T111 Common lime 80 1937
T149 Corsican pine 78 1939
T163 Sycamore 73 1944
T148 Corsican pine 69 1948
T162 Sycamore 68 1949
T40 Sycamore 67 1950

T107 Sycamore 65 1952
T189 Sycamore 58 1959
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1.2 Map of the Labyrinth in Sydney Gardens. Ref: 1926.223. Victoria Art Gallery.

1.1 Balloon which ascended from Sydney Gardens [Drawing]. 1802? 
Ref: 1926.224. Victoria Art Gallery.
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1.3 Nixon, J. 1800. Swings in Sydney Gardens, Bath. Victoria Art Gallery.

Sydney Gardens
Photopanel 01 - Activities
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2.1 Dafnis, G. L., 1910. The bandstand in Sydney Gardens c.1910s [Postcard]. 
Bath In Time Ref: 27568 Bath Central Library.

2.4 Dafnis, G. L., 1920. Pavilion, Sydney Gardens, c.1920s [Photograph]. 
Bath In Time Ref: 24610. Bath Central Library.
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Sydney Gardens
Photopanel 02 - Axis - Loggia Bandstand - Temple of Minerva

2.2 Concert goers in front of the bandstand, Sydney Gardens, c.1910? 
[Photograph] 1910. Bath In Time Ref: 39838. Bath Central Library.

2.3 Phipps, C. J., 1855. Band Stand, Sydney Gardens, Bath c.1855 
[Watercolour]. Victoria Art Gallery.

2.5 Dafnis, G. L., 1910. The bandstand in Sydney Gardens c.1910s [Postcard]. 
Bath In Time Ref: 27568 Bath Central Library.
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2.6 Dafnis, G. L., 1920. View from the Pavilion at Sydney Gardens c.1920s 
[Photograph]. Bath In Time Ref: 23455. Bath Central Library.
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Sydney Gardens
Photopanel 02a - Axis - Loggia Bandstand - Temple of Minerva

2.7 Hollway, J., 1840. Sydney Gardens, Bath c.1840. Bath In Time Ref: 11424. 
Bath Central Library.

2.8 Poole, S. Sydney Gardens, 20th century [painting]. Victoria Art Gallery.
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3.1 City and County Borough of Bath, 1956. 3inch Spring overflow from 
Sydney Gardens tank, Bathwick Bath [Photograph]. Bath In Time Ref: 13750. 
Bath Central Library.

3.3 Smith, H. Sydney Gardens, Bath the Canal Bridge, by H Smith 19th cen-
tury [watercolour]. Victoria Art Gallery.
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Sydney Gardens
Photopanel 03 - Canal

3.2 Nash, J., 1927. Canal Bridge, Sydney Gardens, Bath c.1927 
[Painting]. Victoria Art Gallery.

3.4 Nattes, J. C. The Bridge over the Canal in Sydney 
Gardens.

3.5 Nash, J. The Canal, Sydney Gardens, Bath 20th century. 
Victoria Art Gallery. (COPYRIGHT?)
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3.7 Mackenzie, F. Prior Park from Sydney Gardens the canal [Drawing]. 
Victoria Art Gallery.
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Sydney Gardens
Photopanel 03a - Canal

3.8 Wise, G.,1820. Sydney Gardens with Pavilion in background 
[Aquatint]. Bath In Time Ref: 11605. Bath Central Library.
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4.1 Sydney Gardens Cast-Iron Gentleman’s Toilet, 27th May, 1987 
[Photograph] 1987. Bath In Time Ref: 51316. Bath Central Library.
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Sydney Gardens
Photopanel 04 - Edwardian Toilets and Other
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5.3 Dafnis, G. L., 1920. Sydney Gardens c. 1920s Loggia with cannon in the 
foreground [Photograph]. Bath In Time Ref: 23449. Bath Central Library.

5.1 Gahagan, L. 1829. John Parish in Sydney Gardens [Drawing]. 
Victoria Art Gallery
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Sydney Gardens
Photopanel 05 - General Views of Landscape

5.2 Nixon, J. 1800. “Detached subjects for a sketch of the gardens”. Victoria Art Gallery.

5.4 Wilson, G. W., 1880. In Sydney Gardens, Bath c.1880 [Photograph]. Bath 
In Time Ref:13150. Bath Central Library.
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6.1 Sydney Gardens, Bath, 1801, facsimile presented by Sir Ambrose Heal. 
Bath In Time Ref: 10035. Bath Central Library.
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Sydney Gardens
Photopanel 06 - Pleasure Gardens and Supper Boxes

6.2 Nattes, J. C. 1804. Sydney Gardens [Painting]. Victoria Art 
Gallery
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7.1 Great Western Railway through Sydney Gardens, Bath, 1844. Bath In Time 
Ref: 41487. Bath Central Library.

7.3 Hardwick, W. N. 1861. Great Western Railway in Sydney 
Gardens, Bath II. Victoria Art Gallery.
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Sydney Gardens
Photopanel 07 - Railway

7.2 Hardwick, W. N. 1861. Great Western Railway in Sydney 
Gardens, Bath I. Victoria Art Gallery.
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No dimensions are to be scaled from this drawing.
All dimensions are to be check ed on site.
Area measurements for indicative purposes only.
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The ‘Bothy’
Currently used as a store. 

Canal bridges and Railway Bridges
Damage to railings, signs of rust, stonework in need of 
cleaning.

Minerva’s temple
Stonework, interior and seating  
in need of repair and redecoration.

Loggia
Stonework, interior and seating in need of redecoration and 
repair.

Main Entrance
Historic entrance to the park, gates are missing. Stonework in need 
of cleaning and repair

Damage to footpath surface on many paths

Limited access to railway in parts overgrown

K Bowling Green with Bowl’s Pavilion
Limited to use of existing facilities.

Play Area
Poorly located away from existing facilities. Limited range of 
equipment and play value. 

Depot Area 
Unsightly area in the heart of the park. 

Victorian Toilets - Gentlemen
Structure has fallen into disrepair and is no longer used.

J Tennis Courts
Tennis courts in need of repair, multiple provision within 
Sydney Gardens
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Other park activities, eg mini golf and petanque

New outdoor seating terrace to new café

Possible Labyrinth - refer to play area drawings
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one and relocated pedestrian entrance and metal gate overthrow
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Improved entrance to museum area 
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1. Image List 
 

Image Showing Author 

Cover Image The Loggia from the main path SSHC 
4.1 The first plan of the Sydney Gardens Vauxhall from 1794 SSHC 
5.1 The Temple of Minerva from the south east SSHC 
5.2  North Elevation SSHC 
5.3 East Elevation SSHC 
5.4 South Elevation SSHC 
5.5 West Elevation SSHC 
5.6 5.6 An early image of the temple. Note the open surroundings and 

central feature missing 
SSHC 

5.7  The level of vegetation found to the rear of the temple SSHC 
5.8  The west elevation showing the bare ground sloping away from the 

base of the Temple 
SSHC 

5.9  Image of the south west corner of the portico showing a well- 
established tree directly next to the ground level  

SSHC 

5.10  Detail of the south west corner of the Temple showing the root 
system next to the limestone steps 

SSHC 

5.11  The east elevation of the roof showing fresh grass and plants growing 
in the rich compost formed by the fallen leaves 

SSHC 

5.12 General view of the west side of the roof showing a large 
percentage of the roof covered with leaves and branches.  Brambles 
were bedded into this material and growing over the sides of the 
building 

SSHC 

5.13  The hidden gutter with the built- up debris removed SSHC 
5.14  A section of the exposed brickwork with lime ash mortar SSHC 
5.15  The structural movement found in the Cornice of the Temple. Note 

the cramp in the foreground of the image 
SSHC 

5.16  Detail of the open joints through the cornice and string course SSHC 
5.17  Image showing the ceiling structure and the junction between the 

walling and roof  
SSHC 

5.18  Overall view of roof structure SSHC 
5.19  Weak beds beginning to wash out in the columns SSHC 
5.20  The north west pilaster showing significant erosion to the weak beds SSHC 
5.21  The north east pilaster capital showing a higher rate of decay and a 

loss of definition on the acanthus brackets 
SSHC 

5.22  The tympanum carvings SSHC 
5.23   West elevation showing biological soiling to the stonework SSHC 
5.24  The roof coverings SSHC 
5.25 The softwood frames of the roof structure. SSHC 
5.26  Overview of the ceiling boards  SSHC 
5.27  The interior east elevation showing the current scheme of two tones 

of cream and yellow which is suffering from flaking, blistering and 
surface loss 

SSHC 

5.28  The west elevation with significant areas of lost surface paint 
revealing a historic scheme beneath. At ground level the plaster has 
been lost to reveal the brick substrate 

SSHC 
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5.29 Detail of image 5.28 showing the interface between the gypsum 
plaster and the decorated lime and ash plaster.  The bands of colour 
can be clearly seen 

SSHC 

5.30   Detail of the west elevation at ground level showing the brick 
substrate beneath the lime and ash mortar 

SSHC 

5.31  Magnified image of the paint sample taken from the dexter elevation 
of the Temple 

C.Hassel 

5.32  Detail of the earliest paint layers C.Hassel 
5.33 Overview of the floor SSHC 
5.34 Overview of the steps SSHC 
5.35 Detail of the weathered surface to the limestone steps showing 

water pooling in the depression and an uneven surface 
SSHC 

5.36 Detail of the interface of the terrazzo floor with the limestone. The 
limestone has decayed next to the cement substrate causing a trip 
hazard 

SSHC 

6.1 Overview of the Loggia SSHC 
6.2  The loggia circa 1904 SSHC 
6.3 The loggia 1951 SSHC 
6.4 The door set into the rear of the Loggia SSHC 
6.5 The roof note the level of organic matter which has been deposited in 

the gravel and the asphalt sheet attached to the rear fop the parapet. 
SSHC 

6.6  Dense vegetation surrounding the lower sections of the Loggia. SSHC 
6.7  The evidence for repair found in the structural movement and the 

remains of a tell tale found on the Loggia 
SSHC 

6.8  
The structural movement on the northern side of the Loggia where the 
roof structure has apparently separated completely from the walling. 

SSHC 

6.9  An example of the loss of paint and probable moisture route through 
the ceiling Structure on the internal east corner of the Loggia  

SSHC 

6.10  The movement crack shown in the highlighted area of image 6.9 
from the external elevation 

SSHC 

6.11  The pillars to the front of the Loggia.  Note the spotted effect on the 
columns as a result of inappropriate mortar repairs 

SSHC 

6.12  The separation of the cladding from the cast concrete structure 
behind 

SSHC 

6.13  The mortar repairs present on the pillars SSHC 
6.14  Magnified image of the paint layers found on the lower sections of 

the wall Oestericher 2016 
L.Oestericher 

6.15  Results of the samples taken on site C.Hassel 
6.16  Overview of the flagstones found in the Loggia SSHC 

6.17  

Detail of the south side of the floor showing biological staining, 
cracking, sections dropping and extensive cement pointing.  The 
area shown in 6.18 is highlighted above 

SSHC 

6.18  
Detail of image 6.17 detailing the surface character of the stone, 
multiple fractures and cement pointing. 

SSHC 

7.1 Overview of the male toilet block SSHC 

7.2  The north elevation of the male toilets SSHC 

7.3  The Saracen Foundry stamp SSHC 
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7.4  
The South west corner of the male toilets showing the original female 
entrance blocked when the female toilets were constructed 

SSHC 

7.5  The detail of the top of the toilet walls SSHC 

7.6  The cleaned and primed area around the entrance to the toilet block SSHC 

7.7  The interior of the male toilets SSHC 

7.8  The badly damaged surviving ceramic urinals  SSHC 

7.9  The interior of the roof structure SSHC 

7.10  The north elevation of the toilet block SSHC 

7.11  The repurposed secondary door at the rear of the toilet block SSHC 

7.12  Later poor quality brackets used to repair and alter the toilet block SSHC 

7.13  Detail of the adjusted rear door SSHC 

7.14  

The trial areas of the male toilets. The right- hand panel appears to 
have been stripped using a wire brush or similar with the left a 
chemical stripper or blasting.  

SSHC 

7.15  The paint samples from the male toilets under low magnification C.Hassel 

7.16  

The south west elevation illustrating temporary cover to a missing 
panel, disrupted painted surface and the sound condition of the 
aluminium roof 

SSHC 

7.17  The cracked soil pipe  SSHC 

7.18 
Overall view of the interior showing the widespread damage to the 
painted surface caused by the heat of the fire 

SSHC 

7.19  
The fire damaged panels. Note the small black areas in the top left 
corner where the plucking has occurred 

SSHC 

7.20  
Wider view of the complex surface of the paint which has been 
reformed through the heat of the fire 

SSHC 

7.21  The remaining ceramic urinals SSHC 

7.22 Damaged Urinal back plate and missing partition SSHC 

7.23  The cubicles on the right-hand side of the toilet block SSHC 

7.24  Examples of the failing paint  SSHC 

7.25  An overview of the toilet block from the north west SSHC 

7.26  The Saracen Foundry name plate  SSHC 

7.27  Overall view of the ladies toilet SSHC 

7.28  Ladies sign still visible on the west corner SSHC 

7.29  South east elevation showing the overall design and entrance SSHC 

7.30  Detail of the design SSHC 

7.31  Overall view of the roof structure SSHC 

7.32  General view of the interior SSHC 

7.33 
 Image illustrating the poor condition of the glass roof with missing 
sections allowing the woody growth to take hold 

SSHC 

7.34  
The north west elevation illustrating the extensive woody growth 
bedded on and into the cast iron panels 

SSHC 

7.35  Significant woody growth pushing apart the panels SSHC 

7.36  
Inside of the roof showing live woody growth through the missing 
sections of glass 

SSHC 

7.37  Debris and belongings heaped up inside a cubicle SSHC 

7.38  
The interior of the female toilets showing live woody growth gaining 
purchase through the broken roof 

SSHC 
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7.39  
The poor condition of the roof. Note the level of decay on the ridge 
beam and the unstable glazing. 

SSHC 

7.40  

Overall view of the interior showing corrosion to the horizontal iron 
brace, invasive vegetation and a large missing section of panelling 
with associated cracking which will contribute to reducing the 
structural integrity of the elevation 

SSHC 

7.41 
 An example of the decaying paintwork found of the exterior of the 
panels 

SSHC 

7.42  The paint sample from the ladies toilets under low magnification C.Hassel 

7.43  
Image showing guttering in place but cracked.  The iron support 
beneath is suffering from corrosion 

SSHC 

7.44 
 Illustration of where two missing panels have been covered in poor 
quality temporary covers 

SSHC 

7.45  Detail of the complex paint layers on the interior of the building C.Hassel 

7.46  General view of the interior  SSHC 

7.47  Iron gates and tie bar above SSHC 

8.1  Overview of the ruined structure SSHC 

8.2  The external environment SSHC 

8.3  The internal space of the structure SSHC 

8.4  The oldest section of the structure with a root exploiting the joint line SSHC 

8.5  

Detail of the highlighted area in image 8.4 where a substantial tree is 
growing through the new section of stonework to raise the height of 
the wall to take the roof 

SSHC 

8.6 
The south corner of the structure with the heavily disrupted ashlar 
walling 

SSHC 

8.7  
The Decayed pointing and root ingress found in the oldest sections 
of the structure 

SSHC 

8.8  
The internal north elevation illustrating the historic stonework 
retaining areas of plaster and the new stonework above 

SSHC 

8.9  The door head and frame SSHC 

9.1  The gate piers to Sydney Place SSHC 

9.2  The gate piers to the A36, Beckford road junction SSHC 

9.3  
The separation of the rough ashlar walling from the Sydney Place 
entrance  

SSHC 

8.10 
An example of one of the historic repairs. Note the cracked surface 
and discolouration of the mortar. 

SSHC 

9.4 
 Image to the illustrate the general surface staining and soiling over 
the surface 

SSHC 

9.5 9.6 An overview of the A36/Beckford Road junction  SSHC 
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2. Executive Summary 
The survey of the five areas of Sydney Gardens showed a wide and interesting range of conservation issues. Each of the five 
structures is in need of some conservation actions with the Ruinette and the Edwardian toilet structures being at the highest 
level of risk. In general, given the location of the assets and the high level of use it can be said that the overall level of decay 
is low. 
 

• The Loggia is suffering from a significant structural fault which will need further consultation and input from a 
structural engineer.  However, it does appear that the movement visible in the structure could be as a result of the 
remodelling in the early C20th.  

 
• The Temple of Minerva requires some further investigation works to ascertain the current location and condition of 

the existing drainage and the condition of the historic plasters and paint inside the structure. Externally there are 
some remedial works required on the roof and some limited conservation repairs to the structure and decorative 
elements. 

 
• The Ruinette is in a very poor condition; however, it is likely that the more historic elements can be secured and 

converted to provide an aesthetically pleasing feature for the re-imagined space. 
 

• The Gate piers in both locations are in a good state of repair and require cleaning and some small repairs. 
 

• The Edwardian toilet blocks are in a very poor state of repair and unsurprisingly require a significant programme of 
cleaning and repair to secure their future. 

 
In general, the works required could either be carried out as a single project or as individual smaller projects fitting in around 
other the overall development programme to Sydney Gardens. 
 
 

3. Brief 
The survey of the various elements found in the Sydney Gardens area was commissioned as part of a wider design project 
for the renovation and reordering of the entire gardens. This report was commissioned by Sally Prothero of LDA Designs and 
covers the following elements: 

 
1. The Loggia to the rear of Sydney House. 
2. The Temple of Minerva adjacent to the railway cutting in the northern area of the park. 
3. The Edwardian Toilets in the north western part of the park near to the Holbourne Museum. 
4. The Gate Piers leading to both the A36/Beckford road junction and the Sydney Place exits.  
5. The ruined structure in the council yard area adjacent to the Holbourne Museum referred to as the Ruinette. 
 

These individual elements will be discussed separately and the report will record the condition of each asset and give repair 
recommendations based on the survey’s findings. Each element of the report will be categorised based on the following table:  
 

Category Conditon and Risk Status Action Required Re-inspection required  

1 (very bad) Hazardous/unstable Intervention as soon as 
possible 

Once repaired, after 5 years 

2 (poor) On-going deterioration Intervention within 2-5 years Prior to intervention and then 
after 5 years 

3 (fair) Some decay but generally stable Intervention may be required 
in 5 years 

After 5 years 

4 (good) Stable No intervention required After 5 years 
 
A site visit was undertaken by Sally Strachey ACR, James Routledge, James Preston and Columba Strachey of SSHC with 
further input from Andy Thearle of Iron Art, on 1st February 2018. In addition to a visual and photographic survey a cover meter 
survey was conducted using an HILTI PS 35 wall tie locator to identify any iron fixings and a Protimeter MMS2 to record 
surface moisture. The weather was overcast and cold with intermittent sunny spells. There was no rain during the survey 
however there had been some moderate rainfall over the preceding days. 
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4. Significance 
The Grade II Sydney Gardens are the last remaining C18th pleasure gardens in the country. First established in 1790 Thomas 
Baldwin and Charles Harcourt Masters designed and built the gardens which have been heavily modified and altered 
throughout the 19th and 20th centuries. Many of the original features have been lost due to the change in landscape fashions 
and the significant disruption caused by the insertion of the Avon Canal and the railway cutting in the C19th.   
 
 

 
4.1 The first plan of the Sydney Gardens Vauxhall from 1794 

 
The park has played an important role in the social history of Bath with many notable events taking place in the park and 
recorded visits from famous figures such as Jane Austen who is known to have lived in the area and visited the gardens on 
numerous occasions. The gardens are known to have been very popular with the public due to the various attractions including 
a labyrinth, mechanical shows, and various dioramas.  
 
Sydney Gardens are the only remaining C18th pleasure gardens in the country and so represent a highly significant site in 
the architectural landscape history of the country. When this is combined with the highly significant social history of the park 
it is clear that the assets surveyed are a major feature of the gardens and need to be conserved and interpreted to increase 
the public knowledge of the area.  
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5.0 Temple of Minerva 

 
 

5.1 The Temple of Minerva from the south east 

Location North west of the central path leading to the Loggia, to the south of the railway 
cutting 

Date Assumed completion 1909 
Materials Limestone:  Ashlar 

                   Carved Detail 
                   Steps 
Terazzo:     Floor 
Plaster:       Interior Walls- at least two schemes 
Paint:          Numerous Historic Paint Layers 
Bronze:       Interior Monument to 1909 Pageant 
Slate:          Roof 
Timber:       Roof Structure and Seating 
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5.1 Description 
 
 

5.2 North Elevation 
 

5.3 East Elevation 
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5.4 South Elevation 

 
5.5 West Elevation 
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The Temple of Minerva is a large classical structure constructed from brick and faced with thin sections of Bath stone. To the 
front of the building there are four large Corinthian columns supporting an ornate tympanum with a highly detailed depiction 
of Minerva flanked by numerous figures. To the rear of the temple there are a number of Corinthian pilaster columns which 
match the larger columns at the front of the building. The structure sits on a low plinth built from squared rubble which is visible 
on the west and north elevations. 
 
The roof is covered with welsh slate and appears to have been re covered relatively recently with the inclusion of a hidden 
plastic lined guttering. The internal structure of the roof is constructed from roughly sawn softwood and is covered with bitumen 
felt. The ceiling is formed from sheets of plywood which are clearly a later replacement for what is assumed to have originally 
been lathe and plaster. 
 
Internally the walls have been plastered with a strong ash lime plaster with the lower two metres re plastered using a thin skim 
of gypsum plaster on top of the historic plaster and paintwork.  Early decorative schemes to the interior of the temple are 
visible where more recent overpaints have failed.  Evidence gained from samples clearly shows that there have been 
numerous paint schemes since the construction of the temple. 
 
The temple was originally constructed as an advert for Bath stone to be shown at The Empire Exhibition and was later moved 
to the its current location to commemorate the Historical Pageant held by the city in 1909. The Pageant itself was not 
considered a financial success but was very popular and is widely regarded as a significant boost to the city’s reputation as a 
historical destination. 
 

 
5.6 An early image of the temple. Note the open surroundings and missing central feature. 
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5.2 Environment 
For the purposes of this section the internal and external environment will now be discussed. Note that at the time of the site 
visit the weather was cold at around 7ºc with a slight southerly wind. There was no rain during the site visit but there appeared 
to have been some during the previous night. 
 
External Environment  
The temple is set in a small area off to the north west of the main path through the gardens; there are a large number of 
established trees surrounding the temple which appear to have been planted prior to 1951. The earliest image available of the 
temple shows the temple in a relatively clear space and so it is assumed that the trees have been planted to create a more  
Arcadian setting for the temple following its construction.  The proximity of these mature trees to the Temple is beginning to 
cause some movement through the surrounding tarmac and poses a future risk to the ground level masonry. 
 
On the west elevation the ground level falls away to the west with very little vegetation to hold the soil in place. The surface of 
the ground is loose, and it is apparent that it is eroding. This is not a problem at the current time but if the erosion continues it 
may begin to expose the lower sections of the plinth and potentially the foundations.  
 
The structure of the temple shows some indicators of damp with heavy biological staining to the north west corner however 
when checked with a Protimeter moisture all the readings were just above the dry range of 0-18% saturation.  
 

 

 

5.7 The level of vegetation found to the rear of  
the temple 

5.8 The west elevation showing the bare ground sloping 
away from the base of the Temple 
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5.9 Image of the south west corner of the portico showing a 
well- established tree directly next to the ground level 
masonry 
 

 
 
5.10 Detail of the south west corner of the Temple showing 
the root system next to the limestone steps 

At the time of the survey it was immediately obvious that the gutters were completely blocked with a large amount of leaves 
and fallen material from the surrounding trees which had crept up the pitches of the roof to the point where roughly 30% of the 
roof was covered. 
 
The amount of material found on the roof of the temple is particularly concerning. When we investigated at high level it was 
clear that the material had been in situ long enough for it to begin to break down forming a loam. This has provided a bedding 
material for grass, brambles and other small plants which are now growing in numerous locations. 
 

 

 

5.11 The east elevation of the roof showing fresh grass and 
plants growing in the rich compost formed by the fallen 
leaves 

5.12 General view of the west side of the roof showing a 
large percentage of the roof covered with leaves and 
branches.  Brambles were bedded into this material and 
growing over the sides of the building 
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The blocking of the gutter system did not appear to be causing any sign of considerable water retention as the water has been 
voiding over the wall surfaces causing the washed-out joints and associated staining to the walling and cornice. This is a direct 
result of the lack of regular maintenance. 
 
 

 

5.13 The hidden gutter with the built- up debris removed 
 
Internal Environment 
Internally the atmospheric conditions were similar to those found outside with a similar temperature and relative humidity. 
There was limited evidence of biological growth on the internal surfaces of the walling and mainly confined to lower levels.  
When the moisture levels on the wall surfaces were checked it was clear that there was a similar level to that discovered 
outside i.e. 12-21% saturation which is as expected due to the open nature of the structure. In the locations where the brickwork 
structure of the temple was exposed again the majority of readings were within the 10-20% saturation level, however the lime 
ash mortar between the brickwork returned readings of nearly 100%. At this time it is impossible to ascertain whether this is 
due to the saturation of the mortar within the structure of the walls or simply a result of the mortar drawing and retaining more 
moisture from ground level. 
 

 

5.14 Overview of the internal view of the Temple 
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5.14 A section of the exposed brickwork with lime ash mortar 

5.3 Condition  
 
The condition of the Temple of Minerva is generally good; however there are some issues which will be discussed in greater 
depth in the following sections  
 
5.3.1 Structural Condition  
External 
Upon arrival at the temple there were no apparent structural issues visible from the ground. Once the high- level inspection 
was carried out it was clear that there was evidence of structural movement on the north west corner of the cornice.  
 

 
 
5.15 The structural movement found in the Cornice of the Temple. Note the cramp in the foreground of the image 
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The lowest section of the coping and a section of the upper string course below have moved to the left by around 10mm. Once 
the vegetation covering the joints had been cleared it was found that most of the pointing had been lost and moisture was 
travelling freely through the structure. Additionally, plants which had rooted in the leaf litter on the pitch of the roof had begun 
to spread their roots into the open joints. 
 
On the cornice ledge it appeared that an iron cramp had been installed across the joint of the first section which suggests that 
the movement may have occurred historically. The joints in the cornice in this area have been repointed at some point but 
there is no indication of when and no sign of further movement elsewhere in the area.  
 

 
 
5.16 Detail of the open joints through the cornice and string course 

 
Originally it was thought that the decay of a section of rainwater good within the masonry may have led to the shifting of the 
stones, however when the organic matter was removed from the roof there was no clear sign of any decay within the rain 
water goods significant enough to move such a large section of stone. Following further research, it may be the case that the 
cornice has not moved but may have been damaged or replaced during the move from the Empire Exhibition to the Sydney 
Gardens location. The current opening of the joints could therefore be due to poor construction which would explain why there 
is only limited evidence of movement in the surrounding area. 
 
The squared rubble plinth on the north and west elevations is in a poor condition with many of the joints washed out. Overall 
the stones appear to be well bonded and there is no sign of significant movement.  The combination of the open joints and 
the proximity of the root systems to the mature trees could result in undermining the plinth and foundations to the Temple in 
the future. 
 
Internally there is some loss of plaster at low level and some creasing of the paint immediately adjacent to the internal 
downpipes. Neither of these items appears to be linked to any structural decay or excessive levels of moisture and is most 
likely the result of vandalism. 
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Internal  
At the time of the survey no structural issues were found.  The internal roof structure was viewed but a detailed inspection 
was not possible due to health and safety concerns. 
 

 

 
5.17 Image showing the ceiling structure and the junction between the  
walling and roof 

 

 
5.18 Overall view of roof structure 
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5.3.2 Surface Condition 
External 
 In general, the external surface condition of the temple can be considered to be good; however there are some areas where 
some of the weaker beds in the stone are beginning to wash out leaving shallow depressions in the surface of the stone which 
can be characteristic of Bath stone.  At the current time this is not causing any significant decay however if left unchecked 
surface loss will increase.  The carved decoration on the temple is carved in a weaker more open textured stone and there is 
more evidence of general weathering with some loss of definition to the capitals and pediment decoration. 
 
 

  

5.19 Weak beds beginning to wash out in the columns 5.20 The north west pilaster showing significant 
erosion to the weak beds 

 

 
 

5.21 The north east pilaster capital showing a higher rate of decay and a loss of definition on the acanthus  
brackets 
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The higher rate of weathering is also present on the detailed carving of the tympanum where the finer detail is beginning to 
be lost. As can be seen in image 5.13 there are some softer beds which are beginning to decay leaving to horizontal bands 
of lost material across the carvings. 
 

 
5.22 The tympanum carvings 

 
In general, the temple is covered in a light atmospheric and biological soiling. There is no sign of any substantial carbon 
deposits and we would recommend a light clean using a Thermatech steam cleaning system combined with more delicate 
manual cleaning following cleaning trials. Internally the cleaning programme will have to be carefully considered as to not 
disrupt any historic fabric or paint layers, but it is expected that a light clean using very low-pressure steam would be sufficient 
depending on the decided level of conservation for the paintwork. 
 

 
5.23  West elevation showing biological soiling to the stonework 
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Roof 
The external roof surface appears to have been re-covered in the recent past and the slates are in a good condition. The 
condition of the lead work on the roof is varied with some areas of the lead work showing clear signs of decay and damage 
especially the flashings found on the copings etc. The visible rainwater goods are plastic and there are no signs of cracking 
or decay. The majority of the rain dispersal system is hidden from view and so it was not possible to assess the condition of 
much of the system. 

 
5.24 The roof coverings 

 
The internal structure of the roof consists of several softwood frames with bitumen felt below the slate. There is a significant 
amount of rubbish in the roof space which it is assumed has been thrown up through the access hatch. The internal roof space 
appears to be dry and has clearly been reroofed at some point.  
 

 
5.25 The softwood frames of the roof structure. 

 
The ceiling of the temple appears to be formed from sheets of painted plywood. These are stained and there is an increased 
level of biological growth and mildew. There are two areas where the ceiling is in a particularly poor condition with some loss 
of material in the north west corner and the south east corner of the portico. Both of these areas appeared to be dry at the 
time of the site visit and so it is assumed that they are the result of historic leaks in the roof. Due to the unknown condition of 
the ceiling structure it was felt that it would be unsafe to enter the roof void and so the full extent of the roof space has not 
been investigated. 
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5.26 Overview of the ceiling boards  

 
 
 
Internal  
The overall appearance of the interior surfaces has been diminished through schemes of gypsum patch plastering at lower 
level and widespread disruption to the paint.  There some loss of plaster at low level where high levels of moisture were 
recorded in the mortar joints and immediately adjacent to the internal downpipes.   
 
It appears that the gypsum plaster has been skimmed over the historic mortars and paints in a band measuring approximately 
2.25 from ground level and feathered in at the top.  Further layers of paint have been applied which have not attached to the 
substrates resulting in extensive flaking and loss of surface.  Where the lime and ash mortar was inspected it was found to be 
attached to the brick behind but we would assume that it would have high levels of moisture due to the numerous layers of 
impervious paint on top. 
 
Areas of the numerous repaints and gypsum skim have fallen away to reveal historic paint schemes with bands of colour 
which appear to be create a decorative dado to a stone coloured background.  The survival of these earlier paint schemes 
provide valuable information on how the interior of the Temple should be represented. 
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5.27 The interior east elevation showing the current 
scheme of two tones of cream and yellow which is 
suffering from flaking, blistering and surface loss 

5.28 The west elevation with significant areas of lost surface 
paint revealing a historic scheme beneath. At ground level the 
plaster has been lost to reveal the brick substrate 

 

 
5.29 Detail of image 5.28 showing the interface between the gypsum plaster and the decorated lime and ash plaster.  The 
bands of colour can be clearly seen 
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5.30 Detail of the west elevation at ground level showing the brick substrate beneath the lime and ash mortar 

 
A paint sample was taken from the area shown in image 5.29.  The samples were examined under low magnification and then 
the fragments were mounted as cross-sections in cold-setting polyester resin.  The sections were viewed at high magnification 
and the layers compared.   Material from the different layers was dispersed on glass slides, and the pigments were identified 
using a polarising light microscope.  A chemical test for lead was carried out on each cross-section. 
 
Original Decoration 
 
The lower part of the wall was painted dark red/brown oil paint based on pure iron oxide, over a grey undercoat containing 
lead white [p.5].    
 
The sample which was sent included some paint from the upper part of the wall but this did not show any early oil paint 
layers.  It showed only late twentieth-century paint layers resting on a single coat of white soft distemper [p.6].  Further 
evidence would be required to confirm this but it is quite possible that in the early years, on some occasions the upper wall 
was painted with either limewash of distemper in a neutral colour. 
 
Later Decorations 
 
2-3 The lower wall was painted a reddish brown twice more.  On these two occasions the pigment was more of a 

brown colour.  In both these schemes the brown was laid over a white undercoat of lead white oil paint and that 
white may have been what was used for the upper part of the wall. 

 
4 A change to dark green based on Prussian blue, chrome yellow and a little black. 
 
5 Red/brown once more. 
 
6-8 Three more dark green schemes.  The final one had a pure black line painted over the top, presumably 

demarcating the upper edge of the painted ‘dado’. 
 
 
9 The final lead-based paint scheme was a buff or dark stone colour based on lead white and iron oxides.  This must 

have been applied before the Second World War, or by 1950 at the latest. 
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10 A buff colour once more but based on mid twentieth-century lithopone white.   
 
 
11 A cream coloured alkyd paint based on titanium dioxide white.  This was found in the sample from the upper part 

of the wall as well as the lower part, so by this point, at least, the wall was now being painted just one colour 
 
 
12-21 Nine or ten lots of alkyd paint.  Some were a cream colour, some white.  One of them was mixed with fine sand to 

give a textured surface, and one of the most recent was a pink colour that was also used on the Loggia.   
 
 
 
 
 

 
5.31 Magnified image of the paint sample taken from the dexter elevation of the Temple 
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5.32 Detail of the earliest paint layers 

 
 
 
The samples taken from the lower sections of the wall showed evidence for a wide variety of paint schemes in particular the 
colourful nature of the earliest decoration. It appears that the lower sections of the walls were painted in a reddish brown 
possibly to represent timber with the upper sections painted in a pale white or buff colour presumably representing the natural 
colour of the stone. These colour schemes appear to have been consistent until the 1940s-50s where the walling was painted 
in a uniform buff colour similar to the stone of the exterior surfaces. The below chart is taken from the analysis results and 
shows all the paint schemes found in the samples. 
 
  
 
 

Layer Description Colour 

1 
Original 
Decoration 

The lower part of the wall was painted dark red/brown oil paint based on pure 
iron oxide, over a grey undercoat containing lead white  

2-3   

The lower wall was painted a reddish brown twice more.  On these two 
occasions the pigment was more of a brown colour.  In both these schemes the 
brown was laid over a white undercoat of lead white oil paint and that white may 
have been what was used for the upper part of the wall. 

4   A change to dark green based on Prussian blue, chrome yellow and a little black 
5   Red/brown once more. 

6-8   
Three more dark green schemes.  The final one had a pure black line painted 
over the top, presumably demarcating the upper edge of the painted 'dado' 

9   

The final lead-based paint scheme was a buff or dark stone colour based on 
lead white and iron oxides.  This must have been applied before the Second 
World War, or by 1950 at the latest. 

10 Post 1950 A buff colour once more, but based on mid twentieth-century lithopone white.   

11   

A cream coloured alkyd paint based on titanium dioxide white.  This was found in 
the sample from the upper part of the wall as well as the lower part, so by this 
point, at least, the wall was now being painted just one colour. 

12-21   

Nine or ten lots of alkyd paint.  Some were a cream colour, some white.  One of 
them was mixed with fine sand to give a textured surface, and one of the most 
recent was a pink colour that was also used on the Loggia.   

 
The Dado rail and seating of the temple were sampled during the site survey however the results were inconclusive due to 
disruption of the sample and so the results presented in the Oestericher 2016 paint analysis have been used to assess the 
paint history of the bench and dado rail.  
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The dado appears to originally have been painted an orange-brown colour directly onto the timber of the rail. This paint appears 
very similar to that used to paint the Loggia door surround and it is likely that the two items were painted at the same time. 
Following this the rail was painted in the same green/yellow as the walls prior to a cream paint which was probably applied 
pre-1950’s. The rail was subsequently painted using a purple-pink paint mixture identified elsewhere followed by two cream 
and one titanium white scheme before the second of the textured stone effect schemes noted on the upper wall was applied. 
This textured coating was painted white and so would be visually separate from the walling. 
 
The next nine coats of the rail were a mixture of cream yellow and white. Due to the use of titanium white it is assumed that 
all the coatings after the purple pink layer are post 1950.  
 
The bench unlike the dado has very limited evidence for past paint layers with two apparent applications of the currently visible 
brown scheme and associated undercoats. This is presumably as a result of the heavy use or as a result of the bench being 
stripped prior to the modern layers being applied 
 

  Sample 3 Dado rail Sample 2 Bench 

33 Titanium white on yellow Brown on grey and broken titanium white(u/c) 

32 Titanium white on grey u/c Brown on grey u/c 
31 Titanium white   

30 Titanium white   

29 Yellow on titanium white u/c   

  Cream   
28 Cream   
27 Cream on titanium white u/c   

  Titanium white on stone (containing large 
chunks of silica and fibres) 

  

Filler Stone effect 
  Titanium white   

26 Cream   
  Cream on titanium white u/c   

25 Purple-pink on titanium white u/c   
24     
23     

22     
21 Deep cream   

c. 1950s 

  Yellow-green   

  Dark green   
20 Orange-brown   

Substrate Softwood Softwood 
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Floor 
The floor of the Temple is formed from a high quality terrazzo in four colours which follow the shape of the building and portico 
where it meets a single course of stone flags. The terrazzo appears to have laid using a cementitious binder as there is some 
overspill visible where it meets the flag stones. In general, the terrazzo floor is in a very good condition especially given the 
location and the probable high levels of foot traffic. The flag stones around the portico are in a poor state of repair with 
considerable loss of material on many of the stones creating trip hazards and a pressing health and safety issue.  
 

  
5.33 Overview of the floor 5.34 Overview of the steps 

 
 

  

5.35  Detail of the weathered surface to the limestone steps 
showing water pooling in the depression and an uneven 
surface 

5.36 Detail of the interface of the terrazzo floor with the 
limestone. The limestone has decayed next to the cement 
substrate causing a trip hazard 

 
5.4 Priority Rating and Treatment Programme 
 

Item Category Condition and Risk Status Action Required Re-inspection Required 
Structural 
Stability  

3 (fair) Some decay but generally stable Intervention may be 
required in 5 years 

After 5 years 

Surface 
Condition 

2 (poor) On-going deterioration Intervention within 2-5 
years 

Prior to intervention and then 
after 5 years 

 
The above ratings were chosen based on the observations of the team during the site visit and the potential requirements of 
any conservation works required. The Temple of Minerva is suffering from a number of decay mechanisms many of which are 
due to a lack of regular maintenance. 
 
The roof structure of the Temple is in an average condition with limited signs of decay supporting the idea that the Temple 
has been reroofed although the widespread use of bitumen underlay doesn’t allow for a time frame to be established.  There 
is some damage to the lead work especially in the more exposed locations such as the flashings covering the rear of the 
coping stones but the soakers and gutters are in a good condition. At the time of the survey there were no immediately obvious 
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loose or missing slates. Internally the roof structure is difficult to assess as there is very limited access. However, as a minimum 
it is recommended that the roof structure is cleared out and checked for any signs of decay or infestation. As part of the 
recommended works the ceiling boards should be checked for evidence of deterioration and any signs of movement. It should 
be assumed that they may need replacement. Alongside this there is a need for the external roof structure to be checked over 
by a suitably qualified conservation roofing company paying particular attention to the lead work and the construction of the 
rain water goods. 
 
The rainwater goods where accessible appear to be in a working condition however much of the disposal system is hidden 
from view. It is recommended that the route of the rainwater goods is traced to establish how and where the water is dispersed. 
This will require windows to be cut in to the internal surfaces of the temple to identify the routes and condition of the rainwater 
pipes. It should be noted that there will be a potential need for these windows to be expanded to allow for the any necessary 
repairs. The route of the drainage outside the temple will also need to be identified. This can be achieved through a 
combination of documentary research and rodding with jetting of the visible drains. 
 
Externally the entire surface of the temple requires cleaning to remove the biological growth and any light surface deposits.  
 
Following the cleaning the plinth will require repointing as will any open or decayed joints in the surface of the ashlar stonework 
with lime putty mortars. The more advanced rate of decay found through the weak beds and the surfaces of the capitals and 
tympanum will require careful repair with lime putty surface repair mortars. 
 
 It is recommended that a sheltercoat is applied to protect the more open surfaces of the carved decoration.  
 
The structural fault identified in the cornice requires assessment by a suitably qualified structural engineer and allowances 
should be made for any additional required repairs identified. 
 
Internally further investigations and discussions are required to establish the current condition of the painted surfaces and 
plaster and the required levels of conservation and redecoration. The main focus of the works is to establish the current 
condition of the plaster and paint work.  To achieve this additional investigation should be undertaken to ascertain the extent 
of the modern plaster and the condition of the historic.  It will be essential to carry out trials to stabilise and consolidate the 
lime and ash plaster to provide a sound substrate for redecoration.  
 
The extent of the paintwork and distribution of the historic schemes of decoration on the internal surfaces of the Temple needs 
to be established and subsequent discussions held with the design team to assess the desired level of cleaning and paint 
removal.  This will ensure that the correct methodology is established for the removal of any surface deposits and modern 
paint layers. As part of this discussion sample panels should be prepared to show potential decorative schemes based on the 
findings of the historic paint layers.  
 
The monument to the 1909 pageant requires cleaning and an application of protective wax to improve the legibility of the 
plaque.  
 
The floor of the Temple appears to be in a very good condition with no sign of significant damage or decay to the terrazzo. 
There is a need for cleaning and polishing programme to improve the aesthetic quality of the interior.  
The flagstones which make up the external steps of the portico require some repairs to remove any potential trip hazards and 
to remove the small areas of over spilt cementicious mortar from the terrazzo flooring. 
 
Approximately 5 linear metres of the wooden seat back is missing and will need to be replaced. The condition of the rest of 
this feature appears sound. The bench is in a good condition but only runs around the north and west elevations which may 
indicate that a section is missing. 
 
Following the survey of the Temple of Minerva the following recommended programme of works has been produced: 

Item Description 

1.0 The Temple of Minerva 

2.0 Preliminaries 

2.1 Submit RAMS and COSHH sheets prior to attending site. 
2.2 Liaise with the main contractor to arrange access, storage and welfare facilities. 
2.3 Arrange full access to all areas of the internal and external areas of the temple. 
2.4 Record the internal and external surfaces of the structure.  
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4.0 Structural Repair 

4.1 Allow for a structural engineer to assess the condition of the cornice in the north west corner 
  

4.2 
Following on from the assessment of a structural engineer allow to carry out the recommended works. For budget 
purposes allow a provisional sum of £5000 

    
5.0 Roofing 

5.1 Allow for a specialist roofing contractor to assess the condition of the roof 
5.2 Allow for any additional repairs identified by the further roof inspection. For budget purposes allow £3000 
5.3 Carry out repairs to the lead work on the cornice. 
5.4 Allow to fit stainless steel grills to the full length of the hidden gutters to prevent organic matter building up. 

5.5 
Working alongside the ecologist asses the possibility of partially sealing the access hatch to the roof void to prevent 
detritus being thrown in to the roof space. Allow a provisional sum of £750  

5.6 Assess the condition of the ceiling boarding and allow to replace the boards. 
    

6.0 Rain Water Disposal System 

6.1 Allow to clear and trace the existing internal rainwater dispersal system. Allow for four window investigations.  

6.2 
Allow to investigate the ground level drainage systems around the Temple. Including tracing any existing drain runs 
and clearing as needed. 

6.3 
Provisionally allow for repairs to the internal rainwater goods including associated building work to make good. 
Provisionally allow £3000 for these works. 

6.4 
Test the full rain water goods system using a significant quantity of water to ensure that the drain runs are fully 
operational 

6.5 Provisionally allow for replacing the internal sections of the downpipe  
  

3.0 Exterior Cleaning 

3.1 Cleaning Trials 
Carry out six cleaning trials in discrete locations in the following areas: 
The ashlar walling 
The carved details 

3.2 The following methodologies should be used as a basis for the cleaning trials 
•  Remove all dust and debris using soft brushes 
•  Nylon brushes and water 
•  Soft stainless steel niche brushes and water 
•  Derota steam cleaner 

 •  ThermaTech System 

3.3 

Cleaning Programme 
Following trials and approval from the Contract Administrator clean the entire structure to the required level.  Assume 
the walling will be cleaned using a ThermaTech (https://www.restorative-products.com/products/thermatech)  or similar 
and the finer areas will be cleaned using manual cleaning methods. 

3.4 Following cleaning re-examine the structure and record any defects found. 
    

7.0 External Conservation Programme 

7.1 Allow for mortar analysis of the existing mortars. 
7.2 Pointing and Repair Samples 

Prepare six number mortar samples to be presented to the Design team for approval 
Proposed aggregates are as below: 

• •Bath stone dust 
• Cotswold stone dust 
• Lias stone dust 
• Coarse sand <4mm 
• Matured lime putty 

7.3 Sheltercoat Samples 
Prepare four number sheltercoat samples to be presented to the Design team for approval 
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Proposed aggregates are as below 
• Bath stone dust 80’s  
• Cotswold stone dust 80’s 
• Lias stone dust 80’s 
• Matured lime putty 80’s 

 Repair Programme 

7.4 Examine the fabric of the temple and rake out and repoint any failed or cracked joints. Allow for 40 linear metres 
7.5 Assess the condition of the capitals and record prior to any conservation works being carried out. 
7.6 Carry out discrete mortar trials in areas identified by the Contract Administrator 
7.7 Pack any cracks with approved mortars. 

7.8 
Carry out mortar repairs to fill any moisture traps and re-profile the weathered areas of the carved details of the 
capitals 

7.9 
Carry out mortar repairs to fill any moisture traps and re-profile the weathered areas of the carved details of the pilaster 
column capitals 

7.10 Assess the condition of the tympanum and record prior to any conservation works being carried out. 
7.11 Carry out discrete trials in areas identified by the Contract Administrator. 
7.12 Pack any cracks with approved mortars. 

7.13 
Carry out mortar repairs to fill any moisture traps and re-profile the weathered areas of the carved details of the 
figurative carvings. 

7.14 Carry out mortar repairs to the partially washed out areas of the walling and columns. 

 
 
Sheltercoat 

7.15 Carry out discrete sheltercoat trials in areas identified by the Contract Administrator 

7.16 
Sheltercoat the capitals and tympanum to consolidate and protect any weaker areas of the stone and to gently 
emphasise the shadows of the carvings 

  

8.0 Conservation and Representation of the Interior 

8.1 Allow for mortar analysis of the existing plasters 
8.2 Prepare three plaster samples to be presented to the Design team for approval 

Proposed aggregates are as below 
• Coarse sand <6mm 
• Coarse sand <4mm 
• Graded charcoal 
• Matured lime putty 

8.3 Carry out three in situ plaster trials 
8.4 Following identification of failed areas of plaster allow to re-plaster as needed. Assume 30m² 
8.5 Discuss with the Design team the aesthetic intention of the representation of the interior 

8.6 
Carry out six in situ trials in liaison with Jamie Fairchild of Restorative Techniques to remove the later layers of paint in 
locations selected by the Design team 

8.7 
Based on the results of the above trials prepare three sample panels creating the original interior scheme to the temple 
for discussion with the Design team  

8.8 Carry out four in situ trials 1m2 each, to show potential decorative schemes  

8.9 
Following the application of the above trials allow for a meeting with the Design team and stakeholders to finalise the 
interior decorative scheme. 

8.10 
Provisionally allow to continue the programme of paint removal over the entire interior surface. Note, that this is a 
provisional sum to cater for the maximum level of paint removal. 

8.11 
Provisionally allow to continue the redecoration scheme across the entire internal surface. Note, that this is a 
provisional sum to cove the maximum potential cost. 

    
9.0. The Monument  

9.1 Record the location and condition of the monument  
9.2 Carry out cleaning trials in discrete locations using the following methodologies 

•  Remove all dust and debris using soft brushes 
Clean all surfaces with white spirit and cotton wool swabs.  
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• To remove heavier areas of soiling apply white spirit with 3% Symperonic A7.  Rinse the treated area 
immediately with white spirit 

9.3 Following the cleaning trials allow for discussion of final presentation with the Design team  
9.4 Clean the monument to the desired level  
9.5 Apply a fine coating of microcrystalline wax 

    
10 Flooring  

10.1 Allow to remove the upstanding areas and cement mortar around the flagstones to remove trip hazards  
10.2 Allow for a specialist inspection and cleaning and protection of the terrazzo floor. 

    
11.0 The Bench Seat 

11.1 Carry out cleaning trials in discrete locations using the following methodologies 
• Remove all dust and debris using soft brushes 
• Clean all surfaces with white spirit and cotton wool swabs.  As soon as the dirt is mobilised remove it from 

the surface with cotton wool. 
11.2 Carry out repairs to the broken areas of the bench and seat back including the missing section 
11.3 Carry out painting trials and allow to discuss with the design team 
11.4 Redecorate the seating and seat back using the selected paint system. 

    
12.0 Post work actions 

12.1 Clear site and submit treatment report. 
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6 The Loggia  
 

 
6.1 Overview of the Loggia 
 

Location The rear of Sydney House 
Date Unknown exact date thought to be around 1795 but re modelled 

the early C20th 
Materials Bath Stone:        Ashlar walling, Cladding, Columns and Capitals 

Limestone:         Flooring 
Cast Concrete:   Roof Structure 
Asphalt:              Roof Covering 
Timber:               Bench Seat and Door Surround 
Steel:                  Door to Sydney House 

 
6.1 Description  
The Loggia is a partially enclosed classical structure which forms the rear elevation of Sydney House. It consists of a 
rectangular structure with an apse portico to the south formed from pairs of pillars with a series of openings between. In 
construction it is a mixture of cast concrete and more traditional stone built sections. The Loggia was originally constructed in 
the C18th with a double curved frontage and partially rebuilt in the C20th where it was reduced in size and changed to its 
current shape. The change of shape is clearly visible in the plans of the park where it is shown in its original shape in the plans 
from 1904 and earlier and the current shape in the plans produced from 1951. This rebuilding explains the use of cast concrete 
in the construction of the roof and the apparent good condition of the remaining stonework.  
 

  
6.2 The loggia circa 1904 6.3 The loggia 1951 
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This rebuilding of a structure is very unusual and for the purposes of this report it is assumed that the building was altered due 
to a failure in the fabric of the original structure. 
 
The cast sections of the structure form the roof with the visible areas to the front of the Loggia clad with thin sections of Bath 
stone. Externally the roof is surmounted by a simple low parapet behind which is a flat roof covered with asphalt and gravel. 
 
The pillars are simple ionic forms which meet a geometric entablature all of which is either constructed from or clad in Bath 
stone. Above this there is a small parapet with no coping stones which has been sealed with asphalt on the top and rear face 
behind which is the main area of the roof. The Loggia is roofed with asphalt which has been repaired numerous times and it 
is assumed that beneath the organic matter it is in a poor condition as evidenced by apparent damp areas on the ceiling below. 
 
Internally the Loggia is a single open space with bench seats around three sides. At the rear of the structure there is a steel 
door set into an ornate timber surround which leads into Sydney House.  
 

 
6.4 The door set into the rear of the Loggia 

 
The floor in the Loggia is a mixture of flagstones which are a very dirty limestone. There are numerous cracked and missing 
stones and many sharp changes in level which will need to be altered to improve the accessibility of the area.  
 
6.2 Environment 
The open nature of the Loggia means that the internal and external structure of the Loggia are relatively similar and so they 
will be dealt with as a single environment. 
 
The Loggia is generally open however there are several small bushes and trees in the immediate vicinity of the structure which 
will be holding moisture near ground level. When the Loggia was surveyed using the Protimeter moisture meter it was found 
to be relatively dry despite the first impressions when arriving at the site. When the base of the Loggia’s main structure was 
checked readings of between 10.7% and 17.5% which although higher than ideal represents a low risk to the structure. At the 
level of the capitals and parapet the moisture levels slightly increased to between 12% and 26% which is more concerning. 
This is most likely due to the presence of excess moisture in the parapet and the hydrophobic barrier created by the cast 
concrete of the altered roof structure.  
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6.5 The roof with a high level of organic matter which has been deposited on the gravel and the 
asphalt sheet attached to the rear of the parapet. 

 
 

 
 

6.6 Dense vegetation surrounding the lower sections of the  
Loggia. 
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6.3 Condition 
6.3.1 Structural Condition 
The loggia has clear evidence of structural movement with open cracks through the structure and between the cladding stones 
and the sub structure. At the time of visiting there was no apparent reason for this quite severe movement, however it was 
noted that the walls which form the sides of the Loggia are very thin and were not felt to be substantial enough to take the 
weight of the largely unsupported roof structure. It is assumed that the fault is because of a combination of two factors: 
 

• Expansion of iron work between the roof structure and the lower sections of the wall 
• The weight of the replacement roof structure causing a shift in the fabric of the building 

 
It is recommended that the Loggia is further investigated by a suitably qualified structural engineer as it appears that the decay 
mechanism present is complex and will require further thought. Interestingly the movement appears to be a long-standing 
issue as there have been at least two attempts to fill the open joint at the bottom of the cornice with both a cementitious mortar 
and a mastic found during the site visit alongside the decayed remains of a tell-tale. 
 

 
6.7 The evidence for repair found in the structural movement and the remains  
of a tell-tale found on the Loggia 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6.8 The movement on the northern side of the Loggia where 
 the roof structure has apparently separated completely from the walling. 
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6.9 An example of the loss of paint and probable moisture route through the ceiling  
Structure on the internal east corner of the Loggia  

 
 
 

 
6.10 The movement crack shown in the highlighted area of image 6.9 from the external elevation 
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The walls of the Loggia are in a good condition apart from the obvious structural fault described above with the stones and 
mortars is in a sound condition. Equally the pillars and pilasters are in a good order with no signs of any serious decay or 
movement. 
 

 
6.11 The pillars to the front of the Loggia.  Note the spotted effect on the columns as a result of inappropriate mortar repairs 

 
During the survey it was noted that the thin sections of stone cladding the upper sections of the Loggia are beginning to 
separate from the concrete beam behind. It is assumed that this is due to the decay of the iron pins which hold the cladding 
in place; this was further supported by the identification of iron pins at the correct depth in the stone work during a cover meter 
survey. There are some areas of cracking in the cornice which it is assumed are linked to the movement of the individual 
elements of the structure rather than the decay of any sub surface iron work. 
 

 
6.12 The separation of the cladding from the cast concrete structure behind. 
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The roof structure appears to be in a reasonable condition with no obvious signs of cracking or loss of material. There are 
some clear indicators that moisture has begun to penetrate the roof due to micro cracks having formed through the concrete 
allowing moisture to ingress into the fabric. 
 
6.3.2 Surface Condition 
Overall the surface condition of the Loggia is good with very few areas of stone decay or loss of pointing. There is some 
evidence for historic mortar repair on the pillars as can be seen by the small white areas in image 6.9. 
 

 
 
6.13 The mortar repairs present on the pillars 

 
The pointing of the Loggia appears to be in good condition, but it should be assumed that a small amount of pointing will be 
required, and so allowances should be made. There is a low level of surface soiling on across the Loggia with some areas of 
sulphation deposition around the dentils and more hidden areas of the cornice.  
 
Internally the decoration is in a poor condition and it is detracting from the aesthetic of the building. The paintwork is beginning 
to fail in numerous places and the upper layers of decoration have been carried out using an inappropriate modern oil-based 
paint and so moisture will be trapped behind the surface causing hidden decay. As part of the survey paint samples were 
taken which when analysed showed a relatively simple history of redecoration with no evidence of pre-war paint found. The 
Oestericher 2016 paint analysis carried out in the Loggia however showed there is evidence of earlier paint schemes in an 
area below the bench, none of which were discovered in either surveys samples taken from the upper sections of the wall. 
Additionally, the Oestericher 2016 paint analysis examined the door surround the results of which will be used to further 
understand the decorative history of the Loggia. 
The results from the upper sections of the wall date from the second half of the C20th due to the use of Titanium White 
based paint. The earliest paint layers in this section are both a cream colour with the second having various aggregates 
added presumably to give a stone like texture to the walling. Following this a further two layers of cream paint were applied 
on both the upper and lower sections of the wall followed by two further textured applications consisting of white undercoats 
and buff coloured topcoats with chunks of silica. Interestingly a thick layer of filler was found between the two textured coats 
which was most likely to level out the surface prior to redecoration. 
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6.14 Magnified image of the paint layers found on the lower 
sections of the wall Oestericher 2016 

 
After a final textured coat the upper wall surfaces were painted in various shades of cream gradually lightening to white prior 
to the application of a pale blue paint. Following the blue scheme a final three coats of white were applied.  
 

 
6.15 Results of the samples taken on site 

 
 
The lower section of the wall has been painted in a similar pattern to the upper section, but the earlier decorative schemes 
are still present with an initial application of a reddish brown followed by numerous coats of various tones of grey paint. Due 
to the limited evidence for the pre-1950 decoration it is important that the remaining evidence is recorded prior to any 
redecoration.  Similarly, the door surround has a very complex history of decoration with 33 identifiable layers of decoration 
present as shown in the below chart taken from Architectural Paint Research Report of 2016 (Oestericher) where the following 
paint layers were established 
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 Paint 
Layer 

Sample 8 
Cornice 

Sample 9 
Cornice 

Sample 12 
Architrave 

  Sample 6 
Scroll 
banding 

Sample 11 Sample 10 
Scroll bead 

Dentil 
moulding 

Top 
banding 

Outer cyma 
reversa 
moulding 

Scroll 
acanthus 
leaf 

33 Titanium 
white 

Titanium 
white 

Titanium 
white 

33 Titanium white Titanium 
white 

Titanium 
white 

32 Titanium 
white 

Titanium 
white 

Titanium 
white 

Filler 

31 Titanium 
white 

Titanium 
white on 
light grey 

Titanium 
white on light 
grey 

32 Titanium white Titanium 
white 

Titanium 
white 

Filler undercoats 
(u/c) 

undercoats 
(u/c) 

31 Titanium white 
on light grey 

Titanium 
white on 
light grey 

Titanium 
white on light 
grey 

30 Titanium 
white 

Light cream 
on titanium 
white 

Titanium 
white 

undercoats 
(u/c) 

undercoats 
(u/c) 

undercoats 
(u/c) 

u/c 30 Titanium white Titanium 
white 

Light cream 
on titanium 
white u/c 

29 Light blue on 
blue u/c 

Light blue 
on blue u/c 

Light blue on 
blue u/c 

29 Light blue on 
blue u/c 

Light blue 
on blue u/c 

Light blue on 
blue u/c 

28 Salmon 
cream 

Salmon 
cream 

Salmon 
cream 

28 Salmon cream 
on grey u/c 

Clear 
coating 

Salmon 
cream 

Sample 
disrupted 

Salmon 
cream on 
grey and 
broken 
titanium 
white u/c 

27   Deep 
purple-
cream on 
titanium 

Deep purple-
cream on 
titanium 

27 Deep purple-
cream on 
titanium 

  Deep purple-
cream on 
titanium 

white u/c white u/c white white 
26       26 Cream     

25   Deep 
cream on 
titanium 
white 

Deep cream 25 Deep cream Deep 
cream 

Deep cream 
on titanium 
white u/c 

u/c 24 Titanium white Light pink 
on titanium 
white 

  

24     Titanium 
white 

23       

23       22 Warm cream Warm 
cream 

Warm cream 

22   Light warm 
cream 

Light warm 
cream 

21 Dark 
chocolate 
brown 

Dark 
chocolate 
brown 

Dark 
chocolate 
brown 21 Dark 

chocolate 
brown 

Dark 
chocolate 
brown 

Dark 
chocolate 
brown 

c. 1950s 

c. 1950 20 Orange-brown Orange-
brown 

Orange-
brown 



Sally Strachey Historic Conservation                                                                         Temple of Minerva, The Loggia, The Edwardian Toilets, 
Gate Piers and Ruinette, Sydney Gardens, Bath 

 

43 
 

20 Orange-
brown 

Orange-
brown 

Orange-
brown 

19 Greyish green Greyish 
green 

Greyish 
green 

19 Greyish 
Green 

Greenish 
grey 

Greyish 
Green 

18 Red 
pigmented 
varnish 

Heavily red 
pigmented 
shellac 

Heavily red 
pigmented 
shellac 

18 Heavily red 
pigmented 
shellac 

Heavily red 
pigmented 
shellac 

Heavily red 
pigmented 
shellac 

Deep red Deep red Deep red 

Deep red Deep red Deep red 17 Green on grey 
u/c 

Green on 
grey u/c 

Green on 
grey u/c 

17 Green on 
grey u/c 

Green on 
grey u/c 

Green on 
grey u/c 

16 Green on grey 
u/c 

Green on 
grey u/c 

Green on 
grey u/c 

16 Green on 
dark grey u/c 

Green on 
grey u/c 

Green on 
dark grey u/c 

15 Light brown Light brown Light brown 

15 Light brown Light brown Light brown 14 Grey-blue Grey-blue Grey-blue 
14 Grey-blue Grey-blue Oil 

deposit/glaze 
13 Blue-grey Blue-grey Blue-grey 

Blue-grey 12 Warm blue on 
light warm 
cream 

Warm blue 
on light 
warm 

Warm blue 
on light 
cream u/c 

13 Blue-grey Blue-grey Blue-grey u/c cream u/c 
12 Warm blue 

on yellow-
cream 

Warm blue 
on light 
cream u/c 

Warm blue 
on light 
cream u/c 

11 Brown Brown Brown 

u/c 10 Stone Stone on 
grey-stone 
and grey 
u/c 

Stone on 
grey u/c 

11 Brown Brown Brown 9 Oil 
deposit/glaze 

  Oil 
deposit/glaze 

10 Stone Stone Stone Salmon pink Salmon 
pink 

Salmon pink 

9 Salmon pink Salmon 
pink 

Salmon pink 8 Warm green Warm 
green 

Warm green 

8 Warm green   Stone 7 Pink Deep pink Warm brown 
glaze 

7 Deep pink Deep pink Deep pink Deep pink 
6 Pink   Deep pink 6 Pink Pink Deep pink 
5 Broken lead 

white 
  Brown on 

broken lead 
white u/c 

5 Broken lead 
white 

Broken lead 
white 

Broken lead 
white 

4 Broken lead 
white 

  Broken lead 
white 

4 Broken lead 
white 

Broken lead 
white 

Broken lead 
white 

3     Broken lead 
white 

3 Broken lead 
white 

Broken lead 
white 

Broken lead 
white 

2     Broken lead 
white on 
grey- 

2 Broken lead 
white on grey- 

Broken lead 
white on 
grey- 

Broken lead 
white on 
grey-cream 
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Grey-cream 
u/c 

cream u/c cream u/c cream u/c u/c 

1 Lead white 
on light 
cream u/c 

Lead white Lead white 1 Lead white Lead white 
on light 
cream u/c 

Lead white 
on light 
cream and 

c. 1835-6 c. 1835-6 lead white 
u/c 

Substrate Timber Softwood Softwood Primer None None None 

        Substrate Softwood Softwood Composite 
 
The Floor 
The floor consists of limestone flagstones which vary in size from around 0.4m² to 0.9m². They are laid in a north east to south 
west pattern with a single band of stones directly in front of the bench which follow the shape of the north east wall. There are 
a large number of broken stones and some areas of stones have sunk from their original position especially near the entrances 
of the loggia. The pointing is in an inappropriately hard cement mortar which has also been used to infill areas of missing 
stone. 
 

 
 

6.16 Overview of the flagstones found in the Loggia 
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6.17 Detail of the south side of the floor showing biological 
staining, cracking, sections dropping and extensive cement 
pointing.  The area shown in 6.18 is highlighted above 

 
6.18 Detail of image 6.17 detailing the surface character of 
the stone, multiple fractures and cement pointing. 

 
 
6.4 Priority Rating and Treatment Programme 
 

Item Category Condition and Risk Status Action Required Re-inspection Required 
Structural Stability  2 (poor) On-going deterioration Intervention within 2-5 

years 
Prior to intervention and then 
after 5 years 

Structure: Surface 
Condition 

3 (fair) Some decay but generally 
stable 

Intervention may be 
required in 5 years 

After 5 years 

Floor: 
Surface Condition 

2 (poor) On-going deterioration Intervention within 2-5 
years 

Prior to intervention and then 
after 5 years 

 
The findings of the survey show that there are numerous issues present at the Loggia which affect both the structure and the 
surfaces. There is a need for a comprehensive conservation programme to identify the cause of the structural movement in 
the building, to conserve the finer details and clean and repair the floor to create a safe space for the public. 
 
The roof of the Loggia appears to be leaking and it is highly likely that there are numerous failures in the asphalt coverings 
which have allowed moisture to penetrate the structure of the Loggia.  This is supported by the areas of failing paint across 
the ceiling. To fully assess the condition of the roof it is suggested that the gravel and debris is removed to allow for a roofing 
specialist to assess the current covering and allow for a structural engineer to examine the sub structure and assess the 
condition of the underlying material. It is likely that the roofing material will need to be renewed and so allowances should be 
made for this and should include the up stands and copings of the parapet. Due to the visible nature of the roof coverings it is 
recommended that a more aesthetically pleasing single ply material which can be offered from companies such as Bauder or 
ICB roofing.  This material can be fabricated to resemble lead providing a more aesthetic and suitable finish. 
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The structural issue present in the area directly below the pediment is particularly concerning as the cause for the apparent 
movement is currently unknown. A suitably qualified structural engineer should be brought to site to assess the decay and to 
assist in the identification of any probable causes and recommend any required works if the decay is thought to be ongoing.  
 
The external surfaces of the Loggia require cleaning to remove any biological and atmospheric deposits and to highlight any 
hidden decay especially in the areas around the dentils and more hidden areas of the cornice. It is likely that a number of the 
joints to the ashlar work will require repointing and there will be a need for some small mortar repairs to the pillars, cornice 
and across mouldings near ground level. Following the cleaning and repair programme it is suggested that the capitals are 
sheltercoated to fill any small cracks and add further protection to the detailed carvings.  
 
The internal surfaces of the structure require further investigations to determine the extent of the historic paint schemes to 
inform the design team on the redecoration of this important space within Sydney Gardens. These investigations and 
discussions will influence the programme of the works such as the level of paint removal and the final aesthetic to represent 
the Loggia and reengage the local community and visitors. 
 
The floor clearly requires a thorough clean which will identify the required level of replacement to remove any sharp changes 
in level and broken materials. Alongside this replacement the inappropriate cementitious mortars should be removed and 
replaced with a suitable lime mortar.  
 
Based on the findings of the site survey the following recommendations can be made: 
 

Item Recommendations 

1.0 The Loggia 

    

2.0 Preliminaries 

2.1 Submit RAMS and COSH sheets prior to attending site. 
2.2 Liaise with the main contractor to arrange access, storage and welfare facilities. 
2.3 Prepare samples of mortars for pointing, repairs and sheltercoats. 
2.4 Submit samples to the Contract Administrator. 
2.5 Submit stone samples for replacement sections to the floor. 
2.5 Arrange full access to all areas of the internal and external areas of the Loggia. 

    

3.0 Roofing Programme 

3.1 Allow for careful removal of the organic matter and gravel on the roof.  
3.2 Allow for a specialist roofing contractor to assess the condition. 
3.3 Allow for the removal of the asphalt roofing felt.  

3.4 

Once the existing roofing felt is removed allow for a structural engineer to assess the condition 
of the concrete structure from above and allow for any required repairs. Provisionally allow 
£5000. 

3.5 
Allow for any additional repairs identified by the  roof inspection. For budget purposes allow 
£3000. 

3.6 Apply a single ply roofing system to the roof structure of the Loggia.  
    

4.0 Structural Repair 

4.1 
Allow for a structural engineer to assess the condition of the Loggia walling and concrete 
structures 

4.2 
Following on from the assessment of a structural engineer allow to carry out the recommend 
works. For budget purposes allow a provisional sum of £15000 

  
5.0 Cleaning 

5.1 
  
  
  

Cleaning Trials 
Carry out six cleaning trials in discrete locations in the following areas: 

• The internal decorated space 
• The ashlar walling 
• The carved details 

 • The floor 
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5.2 
 

The following methodologies should be used as a basis for the manual cleaning of the 
decorative areas 

• Remove all dust and debris using soft brushes 
• Nylon brushes and water 
• Soft stainless- steel niche brushes and water 
• Derota steam cleaner 

 • ThermaTech System  
 • Ammonium Carbonate Poultice 5% strength. 
 Cleaning Programme 

5.3 

• Following trials and approval from the Contract Administrator carry out the cleaning 
programme assuming the following: 

Decorative Surfaces: 

• ThermaTech system with heat and pressure adjusted accordingly. 
• Ammonium Carbonate Poultice 5% for sheltered surfaces. 

Ashlar and Floor 

• ThermaTech system 
    

6.0 Conservation Programme 

6.1 
Pointing and Surface Repair Samples 
Allow for mortar analysis of the existing mortars. 

6.2 

Prepare six mortar samples to be presented to the Design team for approval 
Proposed aggregates are as below 

•  Bath stone dust 
• Cotswold stone dust 
• Lias stone dust 
• Coarse sand <4mm 
• Matured lime putty 

6.3 

Prepare four sheltercoat samples to be presented to the Design team for approval 
Sheltercoat Samples 

Proposed aggregates are as below 
• Bath stone dust 80’s  
• Cotswold stone dust 80’s 
• Lias stone dust 80’s  
• Matured lime putty 80’s 

 Lime Mortar Repairs 

6.4 
Examine the fabric of the Loggia and rake out and repoint any failed or cracked joints. Allow for 
40 linear metres 

6.5 
Assess the condition of the capitals after cleaning and discuss the surface repair programme 
with the Contract Administrator. 

6.6 

Carry out any required mortar repairs to the following areas 
• •Capitals 
•  The area of cracking in the cornice on the sinister join of the apse and Loggia. 

 Sheltercoat 

6.8 Sheltercoat the capitals and dentil course 
    

7.0 Conservation and Representation of the Interior 

7.1 Discuss with the Design team the aesthetic intention of the representation of the interio.r 

7.2 

Carry out six in situ trials in liaison with Jamie Fairchild of Restorative Techniques to remove 
the later layers of paint in locations selected by the Design team. At least one of these should 
be on the spandrels of the inset door. 

7.3 
Based on the results of the above trials prepare three sample panels creating the original interior 
scheme to the temple for discussion with the design team.  

7.4 Carry out four in situ trials 1m2 each to show potential decorative schemes. 

7.5 
Following the application of the above trials allow for a meeting with the Design team and 
stakeholders to finalise the interior decorative scheme. 
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7.6 
Provisionally allow to continue the programme of paint removal over the entire interior surface. 
Note, that this is a provisional sum to cater for the maximum level of paint removal. 

7.7 
Provisionally allow to continue the redecoration scheme across the entire internal surface 
including the ceiling. Note, that this is a provisional sum to cove the maximum potential cost. 

7.8 
Given the complexity of the paintwork on the door to Sydney House it should be treated as a 
separate object for paint removal trials. 

7.9 Prepare sample decoration schemes for the spandrels and door surround 
7.10 Allow to redecorate the door and surround. 

    

8.0 Flooring  

8.1 Allow to replace 16 number flagstones 
8.2 Allow to re-profile the edges of c.10 flagstones. 
8.3 Allow to repoint c. 50% of the floor. 

    

9.0 Post work Actions 

9.1 Clear site 
9.2 Submit treatment report 
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7.0 The Edwardian Toilets 
The Edwardian toilet blocks are two independent structures constructed from cast iron panels fixed to an iron work frame set 
on concrete plinths. The two blocks are different in construction, size, age and condition due to this and the potential future 
plans for the structures they will be treated as separate entities. 
 
Note that due to the complexity and specialist nature of the works require to the toilet structures the following sections of the 
report will be based on the findings of Andy Thearle of Ironart and the National Ironwork Heritage Group.   
 
7.1 Male Edwardian Toilets 
 

 Male Edwardian Toilet   
Date  Circa 1913-1914 
Location South east of new toilet block close to the Bathwick St/Beckford Road 

Entrance 
Materials Cast Iron:                                                       Structure and walling  

Concrete and stone:                                         Plinths 
Aluminium and Modern Glass:                        Roof coverings 

 
 
 

 

 
7.1 Overview of the male toilet block 
 

 
7.1.1 Description and Background 
The male toilet block is located to the east of the recently constructed modern toilets and consists of a square structure formed 
of pre -cast iron panels slotted into an iron frame.  This toilet was classed as mixed use until the installation of the Ladies 
Toilet in 1920. The toilet block has been painted numerous times with the most recent coats being a variety of greens. The 
panels are decorated with a simple geometric pattern which is obscured by the subsequent layers of paint but can be seen 
where the paint has been removed on the north east elevation of the building.  The date and quality of design and construction 
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makes this a valuable heritage asset to the Gardens especially taking into consideration the rarity of surviving examples of a 
similar date. 
 
2018 Iron Art Report: 
Makers nameplate of The Star Foundry, Birmingham is to be found inside on the RH corner of the wall opposite the ceramic 
urinals. Assumed it is the Star Foundry of William Harper, Son & Company of Willenhall, Birmingham however the Scottish 
Ironwork foundation attribution (see appendix) say: Gents urinal, unmarked but pattern illustrated in Wright's catalogue. It is 
possible that Wright's sourced this item from Lion Foundry Kirkintilloch (i.e. from Scotland) ... smaller version in Great Ayton 
q.v. ... note & photos J Bolton 11.2006 
 
The installation and tender was handled by the Birmingham Engineers, William E. Farrer Ltd, Engineers in’ Ironwork and 
Appliances for sewerage disposal’ for the sum of £190, Two Shillings and sixpence, the foundations were laid by Bath City 
Council in Early 1914. 
 
29 June 1920 authorisation given to Mssrs Walter MacFarlane and Co to supply for the sum of £49:7:6 iron fitting in connection 
with the alteration of the existing sanitary convenience; also to instruct the trades men for the year to carry out the work of 
alteration.  
 
The Gentleman’s toilets are larger in footprint than the Ladies Toilets as they were originally split for mixed use. The Ladies 
section having had three cubicles removed and Ceramic urinals added after 1920.  
 
The toilets are of modular cast iron construction comprising 78 exterior panels and 62 interior panels slotted into 49 cast iron 
uprights.  Posts and panels sit on a cast iron base on concrete footings. All the floor is cast concrete apart from the urinal area 
with its cast iron drainage plates.  The roof is made from Aluminium glazing bars fixed to a C shaped perimeter beam, glazing 
is of a Georgian wired type.  This roof is thought to have been an 'add on', additional picture research should hopefully indicate 
when this might have happened.  There are numerous examples of Cast Iron toilets that never had roofs.  
 
There would have been separate entrances when the toilets were mixed use, it is thought that the internal corner section to 
the rear was once an entrance to the original Ladies side, when the toilets were converted then panels would have been 
moved to create the new configuration. There are add on plate fixing brackets in these areas which further support this 
conclusion 
 
There is no evidence that there were original entrance doors, but the LH entrance post has a channel set into it further 
illustrating that the walls were previously configured in a different way. Possibly there may be photographic evidence in the 
archives but to date this has not been found. 
 
The toilets are very finely constructed and are a very good example of Edwardian cast iron work produced by the Star 
foundry in Birmingham. A well- established manufacturer who also acted as a supplier for many other smaller foundries, 
companies and suppliers. At the current time the toilets are unused, and a later pair of gates have been fitted and locked to 
prevent access.  
 
 
 
 

 

 

7.2 The north elevation of the male toilets 7.3 The Saracen Foundry stamp 
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7.4 The South west corner of the male toilets showing the original 
female entrance blocked when the female toilets were constructed 

7.5 The detail of the top of the toilet walls 

 

  
7.6 The cleaned and primed area around the entrance to 
the toilet block 

7.7 The interior of the male toilets 
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7.8 The badly damaged surviving ceramic urinals  7.9 The interior of the roof structure 

 
 
7.1.2 Environment 
External Environment 
Externally the environmental conditions are poor. The toilet block is heavily shadowed by numerous trees and plants leaving 
it in an area which is likely to hold moisture. This environment also detracts heavily from the quality of the building as the 
amount of shadow obscures the finer details of the cast panels.  
 
Internal Environment 
The internal environment is equally poor although the modern roof has protected the toilets from the build -up of organic matter 
which has prevented some decay. The floor surface is covered with a thin layer of debris which is retaining moisture but there 
is no sign of increased decay associated with this. Some roof panels have been broken and this has inevitably led to higher 
levels of moisture ingress which will increase the rate of decay and should either be repaired or temporarily covered as a 
matter of urgency. 
 

 
7.10 The north elevation of the toilet block 
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7.1.3 Condition 
7.1.3.1 Structural Condition 
Structurally the male toilets are in a relatively good condition. There are three broken panels and a number of minor issues 
relating to the rainwater goods however these are all thought to be repairable.   The fixing brackets are sound and still 
supporting the overall structural integrity of the male toilets.  The main frame of the block is in a good condition and despite 
the apparent fire and the loss of the roof it appears that the majority of the iron work is only in need of surface treatment and 
can be classed as in a good condition. 
 
The roof structure is in a good condition however there are numerous broken panes of glass and the roof itself is a poor 
replacement of the original, most likely following the fire. 
 
At the time of the survey the plinth and concrete were obscured by a considerable amount of debris.  However, as there is 
no evidence of subsidence this would suggest that the ground construction to the male toilets is in a sound condition. 
 

 

7.11 The repurposed secondary door at the rear of the toilet block 
 

  

7.12 Later poor quality brackets used to repair and alter the toilet block 7.13 Detail of the adjusted rear door 
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7.1.3.2 Surface Condition 
The surface condition of the male toilets is generally poor. The fire and vandalism has led to the loss of most of the fixtures 
and the remaining urinals etc are cracked and in need of repair or replacement. The main issue is the condition of the 
decoration which is made up from numerous layers of paint which are beginning to decay and peel away from the structure.  
 

 
7.14 The trial areas of the male toilets. The right- hand panel appears to have been stripped using a wire brush 
or similar with the left a chemical stripper or blasting.  

 
 
 
Some trials to remove the later paint layers have been carried out externally with the north east elevation has been stripped 
back and primed. This has shown that the surfaces of the panels are in a good condition with a large amount of the surface 
detail remaining.  
 
During the site visit paint samples were taken from the passageway to the right of the entrance. The results of the analysis 
show that the toilets have been stripped on more than one occasion. The earliest paint found was a thick off white or pale 
stone coloured oil- based paint as can be seen in image 7.16.  It is not clear if this is the original paint scheme, but we do now 
that it is pre1950 due to the lead content in the paint. Most of this layer appears to be missing and it is likely that it has been 
removed using a stripper as the majority of the sample was covered with a black bitumen- based primer which was widely   
used prior to the Second World War. This bitumen layer again appears to have been stripped as it is missing from much of 
the sample and appears to have been replaced with an aluminium based primer which was latterly over painted with a white 
primer and a dark green.  Following this there were three various coats of green paints which were finally over painted with a 
grey undercoat and the bronze green which we can see today.  
 
There are several broken elements of exterior of the toilet block including the gentleman’s sign adjacent to the door and 
cracking and damage to the soil pipe. 
 
As already noted the original roof has been replaced by an aluminium structure which is an overall sound condition but visually 
does not sit well with the historic structure beneath. 
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7.15 The paint samples from the male toilets under low magnification 
 
 
 
The interior of the male toilets has suffered widespread fire damage with extensive pitting and crazing to the painted surfaces. 
It is likely that this is as a result of inclusions within the panels reacting with the heat of the fire and bursting from the surface. 
Without removing the built-up debris from the surface of the panels it is impossible to ascertain if this plucking will compromise 
the affected panels, but it is not thought to be the case art the current time.  
 
Internally there is a considerable amount of damage with most of the fittings. The ceramic urinals on the right-hand side of the 
building survive but all other fixtures are missing including several broken panels with fractured sections seen on the floor. 
The back- plate sections behind the urinals are also missing with a missing curved topped partition with another detached 
from the structure at its base. 
 
Overall the fixtures within the structure as already mentioned are in a poor condition and until the final use for the toilets has 
been established it is assumed that they will be either left in situ and not replaced or removed to allow the required repairs to 
be carried out prior to potentially reinstalling as part of the complete project. 
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7.16 The south west elevation illustrating temporary cover to a 
missing panel, disrupted painted surface and the sound condition of 
the aluminium roof 

7.17 The cracked soil pipe  

 

 
7.18 Overall view of the interior  showing the widespread damage to the painted surface caused by the heat of the fire 
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7.19 The fire damaged panels. Note the small black areas 
in the top left corner where the plucking has occurred 

7.20 Wider view of the complex surface of the paint which has 
been reformed through the heat of the fire 

  

 
7.21 The remaining ceramic urinals 

 
7.22 Damaged Urinal back plate and missing partition 
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7.1.4 Priority Rating and Treatment Programme 
 

Item Category Condition and Risk Status Action Required Re-inspection Required 
Structural 
Stability 

2 (poor) On-going deterioration Intervention within 2-5 
years 

Prior to intervention and then 
after 5 years 

Surface 
Condition 

1 (very 
bad) 

Hazardous/unstable Intervention as soon 
as possible 

Once repaired, after 5 years 

 
 

Item Recommendations 

 The Male Toilets 

    
1.0 Preliminaries 

1.1 Submit RAMS and COSH sheets prior to attending site. 
1.2 Liaise with the main contractor to arrange access, storage and welfare facilities. 
1.3 Prepare samples of mortars for pointing, repairs and sheltercoats 
1.4 Submit samples to the Contract Administrator. 
1.5 Arrange full access to all areas of the internal and external areas of the toilet blocks 
1.6 Arrange Adequate security for the works 
    
2.0 Programme 

2.1  Remove all debris. 
2.2  Record and label structure as found and at all times as works progress. 

2.3 
 Remove the gate, damaged glazing, soil stacks, tie bars, cistern brackets and door closer, doors 
and sign for treatment at a suitable workshop.  

2.4 
Investigate removing all the cast Iron urinals to reveal the wall plates, remove parts to a suitable 
workshop for treatment, this will allow for the internal face of the wall plates to be treated. 

 

 

7.23 The cubicles on the right-hand side of the 
toilet block 

                 7.24 Examples of the failing paint  
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2.5 

 Inspect plinth and flooring, If the toilets are to remain in their current location and the plinth and 
concrete it is sat on are in suitable condition it is suggested that the walls are blast cleaned and 
re-decorated in situ. The structure would need to be tented for this.  As the wall structure is 
generally sound and there is little in the way of corrosion evident to the plinth/post/panel joints, 
complete dismantling seems unnecessary. 

2.6 

Remove 3no. Damaged wall panels and panels required for copy casting  Cast new panels in 
Grey Iron  and  two corner sections that are missing from the left hand side panels by the entrance. 
These to be welded in situ. 

2.7  Replace missing/broken glass. 

2.8 
Refurbish cubicle doors, missing doors x 3 to be made new to existing pattern, new door furniture 
to match existing where present. 

2.9  Refit all. 
2.10 Collate documentation and compile maintenance schedule 
    
3.0 Post work actions 

3.1 Clear site. 
3.2 Submit treatment report. 
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 7.2 Female Edwardian Toilets 
 7.2.1 Description 
 

Female Edwardian Toilet   

Date  Circa 1920 
Location South west of new toilet block close to the Bathwick St/Beckford 

Road Entrance 
Materials Cast Iron:                                           Structure and walling  

Concrete and stone:                          Plinths 
 Cast Iron and Glass:                        Roof coverings 

 
 
 

 
7.25 An overview of the toilet block from the north west 
 
The female toilets are situated to the south west of the modern toilet block next to the footpath which leads from the Holbourne 
museum to the park. At the current time they are fenced off from public access but there is a large amount of evidence that 
they are continued to be accessed for shelter. 
 
The female toilet block was produced by the Saracen foundry in Glasgow and is finer in construction that the male toilets. The 
pattern is obscured but is a repeating geometric design which matches other examples found in the UK such as the urinals in 
York House Gardens, Richmond on Thames.  
(http://www.hevac-heritage.org/items_of_interest/public_health/street_urinals/street_urinals.htm) 
 
2018 Iron Art Report 
Attributed to the Walter MacFarlane & Co foundry, Glasgow.  Also known as the Scaracen Foundry, MacFarlane was 
established in 1850 and became one of the leading foundries of the world, exporting cast iron goods globally.  The 
company's catalogue described their urinals as having 'ornamental perforations in the walls which admit air from all quarters, 
keeping them fresh and free from smell'.  
 
The toilets were purchased and erected for the sum of £362 and 10 shillings, the foundations being laid by Bath City 
Council. 
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The toilets are of a modular/sectional design.  33no. Cast Iron supporting posts are set into a profiled Cast Iron plinth which 
itself sits on a concrete foundation. 
  
 The posts have slots in to accept the solid and perforated ¼ inch Cast Iron sheets that form the walls.  These sheets stack 
on top of one another, 4 high to the Cast Iron gutter, there is evidence of a putty filler to the post/sheet interfaces.  
  
The gutter is bolt fixed to the top of the posts acting not just as a water channel but also as a perimeter beam.  The Cast Iron 
glazing bars are bolt fixed to the 
 
Glazing is a combination of Georgian Wired Glass.  
 
 

 
                  7.26 The Saracen Foundry name plate  
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7.27 Overall view of the ladies toilet 7.28 Ladies sign still visible on the west corner 
  

 
7.29 South east elevation showing the overall design and 
entrance 

                
                   7.30 Detail of the design 
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7.31 Overall view of the roof structure                     7.32 General view of the interior 

 
 
 
7.2.2 Environment 
External Environment 
The location of the female toilet block is far better than that of the male toilets as it is in an open, flat position with limited tree 
cover, although this may have been a recent change following the removal of various plants. There is evidence of extensive 
invasive woody vegetation covering the whole structure which in some places has died back but widespread live growth is still 
present.   
 
Internal Environment 
The loss of some of the roof structure has led to an increased level of moisture within the buildings which will increase the 
rate of decay within the building and the level of debris and organic matter will lead to a high level of moisture retention 
against the iron panels thereby increase the rate of decay. 
 
The loss of the roof structure has also allowed free access to the invasive woody growth into the interior space of the female 
toilets. 
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7.33 Image illustrating the poor condition of the glass roof with 
missing sections allowing the woody growth to take hold 
 

7.34 The north west elevation illustrating the extensive 
woody growth bedded on and into the cast iron panels 

 
 

7.35 Significant woody growth pushing apart the panels 
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7.36 Inside of the roof showing live woody growth through the 
missing sections of glass 

 7.37 Debris and belongings heaped up inside a cubicle 

 

7.38 The interior of the female toilets showing live woody growth gaining purchase through the broken roof 
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7.2.3 Condition 
7.2.3.1 Structural Condition 
The female toilets are in a far worse condition than the male and should be considered at risk. This is mostly due to the huge 
amount of plant ingress and the loss of some of the roof structure. The plant growth has engulfed the structure and has begun 
to force the panels apart leading to some damage and potential failure of further elements. The roof is in a very poor condition 
with a large amount of the iron work suffering from decay and the glass being held in situ by the plant growth in many instances. 
The main beam of the roof is very badly decayed and will need to be replaced and it is highly likely that the glazing bars will 
be in a similar condition and may also need replacement.  
 
The horizontal iron braces are also suffering from corrosion and beginning to bend under the pressure from the invasive 
vegetation and loss of structural integrity. 
 
In addition to the decay of the original material there are many features which are missing or have been replaced with lower 
quality material and are subsequently badly decayed which mat accelerate structural issues within the construction. 
 
There is no evidence of subsidence   although some cracking was noted. At the time of the survey a thick layer of debris and 
fractured glass made closer inspection impossible.  
 

 
 

7.39 The poor condition of the roof. Note the level of decay on the ridge beam and the unstable glazing. 
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7.40 Overall view of the interior showing corrosion to the horizontal iron brace, invasive vegetation and a large missing section 
of panelling with associated cracking which will contribute to reducing the structural integrity of the elevation 
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7.2.3.2 Surface Condition 
As to be expected the surfaces of the female toilets are in a poor condition. The paint work is in a similar condition to that of 
the male toilets and will require removal following the assessment of the paint layers. The paint appears to be bubbling away 
from the surface because of poor application or an attempt to strip off the later layers of paint.  
 

 
7.41 An example of the decaying paintwork found of the exterior of the panels 

 
The paint analysis results from the female toilets revealed that the exterior appeared to have been stripped at some point 
during the C20th and all earlier paint had been removed with only evidence of C20th paints and undercoats present. 
 

 
7.42 The paint sample from the ladies toilets under low magnification 
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The glass remaining in the roof structure is in a poor condition with most panes broken or cracked and as previously mentioned 
many have been shifted from their original positions by uncontrolled plant growth. Due to the fact that the glass is currently 
unstable it is vital that it is removed as soon as possible due to the risk it poses to members of the public and is stored safely 
for reuse. 
 
Two of the wall panels are missing with no sign of any of the sections visible within or around the structure. 
 
There are minimal plumbing fixtures remaining with remnants of one of the cistern mounts in one cubicle, other than that all 
the toilets and cistern parts are missing. 
 
Although the internal doors are still in situ they are very decayed with numerous missing elements.  There is evidence of 
significant rot due to the exposed nature of the site and will require significant repair or replacement. 

The iron gate appears to be original and along with the tie bars to the top of the gate and cubicles are either constructed from 
Wrought Iron or Mild steel, further tests are required to establish which type.  The support strap spanning the top of the gate 
is badly corroded and will need replacing. There is evidence that the gate had a lock, this is missing. The bottom hinge plate 
is not original but is badly corroded and needs replacing.          

 
 

 
7.43 Image showing guttering in place but cracked.  The iron support beneath is suffering from corrosion 
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7.44 Illustration of where two missing panels have 
been covered in poor quality temporary covers

7.45 Detail of the complex paint layers on the interior of the building

7.46 General view of the interior 7.47 Iron gates and tie bar above
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7.2.4 Priority Table and Treatment Programme 
 

Item Category Condition and Risk Status Action Required Re-inspection Required 
Structural 
Stability  

1 (very bad) Hazardous/unstable Intervention as soon 
as possible 

Once repaired, after 5 years 

Surface 
Condition 

1 (very bad) Hazardous/unstable Intervention as soon 
as possible 

Once repaired, after 5 years 

 
During the onsite assessment of the toilet blocks it became apparent that the works required needs the input of a specialist 
metal worker to assess the level of specialist iron repair that would be required. The findings of this are presented in the 
attached Ironart report and the conservation recommendations based on NIHG have been compiled into the below chart. The 
condition of the two blocks is generally poor and so any works which are required should be carried out at the earliest possible 
time 
 

Item Recommendations 

 The Female Toilets 

    
1 Preliminaries 

1.1 Submit RAMS and COSH sheets prior to attending site. 
1.2 Liaise with the main contractor to arrange access, storage and welfare facilities. 
1.3 Arrange full access to all areas of the internal and external areas of the toilet blocks 
1.4 Arrange Adequate security for the works. 
    
2.0 Programme 

2.1 Remove all debris and vegetation. 
2.2 Record and label structure as found and at all times as works progress. 

2.3 
Remove the glazing bars, glazing, guttering, downpipes, tie bars, gate, doors and sign for 
treatment at a suitable workshop.   

2.4 

Inspect plinth and flooring, If the toilets are to remain in their current location and the plinth and 
concrete it is sat on are in suitable condition then it is suggested that the walls are blast cleaned 
and decorated in situ.  The structure would need to be tented for this.  As the wall structure is 
generally sound and there is little in the way of corrosion evident to the plinth/post/panel joints, 
complete dismantling seems unnecessary unless the toilet is to be re-located. 

2.5 
Remove damaged wall panels and panels required for copy casting. Cast new panels in Grey 
Iron. 

2.6 Cast new ridge bar. 
2.7 Supply new above gate tie bar. 
2.8 Allow for repairs to glazing bar ends and guttering. 
2.9 Assume all bolt fixings will shear and need renewing.    

2.10 
Assume all new glazing for missing/broken glass in one or other existing type – both would have 
been available at the time of the original installation. 

2.11 Assume doors will be stored locally and not re-instated, new doors to be made to existing pattern. 
2.12 Blast clean and decorate all removed/new Ironwork 
2.13 Refit all  
2.14 Collate documentation and compile maintenance schedule 
    
3.0 Post Work Actions 

3.1 Clear site 
3.2 Submit treatment report 
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8.0 The Ruinette 
 

 
8.1 Overview of the ruined structure 
 
 

Location The Maintenance Yard 
Date Unknown  
Materials Bath Stone: Walling 

Clay Tiles:    Roof Covering 
Timber:        Roof structure and doorway 
Steel:          Inserted door and frame 

 
 
8.1 Description 
The ruinette is located in the council maintenance yard to the north of the Holbourne Museum. The structure is clearly an older 
building which has been added to over time to form a maintenance shed which has since collapsed. The walling is a mix of 
older rubble work built with a good quality lime ash mortar which has a similar character to that found in the brickwork and 
plaster of the Temple of Minerva. The south east, south west and north west elevations are constructed from thin sections of 
ashlar walling which represent a later addition. 
 
The later three walls have been built against the original structure rather than being built in to it. This may be because of not 
being able to adjust the existing fabric or as a cost saving measure.  Either way the poor quality of the construction has clearly 
played a part in its collapse. From examining the remains of the building, it is clear that either the roof collapsed to the south 
or the south east/west corner of the building leading to the south east wall to fail along with the south west wall which is 
propped up against trees and other debris. 
 
8.2 Environment 
External Environment  
The external environment of the ruinette is particularly poor. There is a very large amount of leaf litter heaped up against the 
structures north west wall to a depth of around 600mm which is holding a huge amount of moisture against the building which 
will increase the rate of decay. The rest of the site is heavily overgrown with significant tree cover to all sides with young trees 
growing in close proximity to the structure. 
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8.2 The external environment 

 
Internal Environment 
Due to the level of collapse and the potential for further collapse it was not possible to gain access to the internal space of the 
building. From a position to the north of the structure it was possible to see inside the building where it was clear that there 
was a significant amount of organic matter mixed in with the various building materials and equipment buried in the collapsed 
structure. As with the external environment this material will retain moisture against the stonework increasing the rate of decay 
and promoting plant growth in the open joints and head of the wall. 
 
 

 
8.3 The internal space of the structure 
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8.3 Condition 
8.3.1 Structural Condition 
As to be expected the structural condition of the ruinette is particularly poor. At the time of the survey it was possible to see 
that along with the roof structure the south east wall and around 50% of the south west wall had completely collapsed. The 
upper areas of the north east wall have suffered badly due to plant ingress leading to the loss of some later material which 
had been added to the existing wall presumably to form the now collapsed roof structure. This has left a considerable amount 
of material at high level which currently poses a risk to anyone accessing the site. 
 

 
8.4 The oldest section of the structure with a root exploiting the joint line 

 
 

8.5 Detail of the highlighted area in image 8.4 where a substantial tree is growing through the new section of stonework to 
raise the height of the wall to take the roof 
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The remaining sections of the later additions appear to be badly disrupted with evidence for movement found in numerous 
locations.  
 

 

8.6 The south corner of the structure with the heavily disrupted ashlar walling 
 
Much of the remaining material to the south is held in situ by an existing tree and fence. This is inherently unstable and is 
liable to collapse in the near future unless remedial works are carried out. 
 
8.3.2 Surface Condition 
The surface conditions of the ruins are in a poor state of repair. There are some limited remains of historic plaster on the 
interior surfaces of the northeast wall and some original pointing on the external face. There is also evidence of a programme 
of historic repair, much of which has now been lost resulting in the exposure of the historic building mortar. The head of the 
wall has been heavily disrupted by invasive plant growth which has forced off the modern additions to the top of the wall. It is 
assumed that these root systems have grown into much of the wall and will need to be removed as part of any conservation 
project. The more modern additions to the wall are in a better condition however due to the level of collapse it is unlikely that 
any of the walls will be retained and so it is recommended that the walls are dismantled and set aside for reuse elsewhere.  
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8.7 The Decayed pointing and root ingress found in the oldest sections of the structure 
 
 

 

8.8 The internal north elevation illustrating the historic stonework retaining areas of plaster and the new stonework above 
 
The timber door inserted into the older section of the wall is in a relatively good condition and at the time of survey it was not 
felt that this would require intervention to either return it to a functioning door or to remove the door and leave the frame in situ 
as part of the re-imagined space. 
 

 
8.9 The door head and frame 
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Due to the poor level of access and the potential for collapse it was not possible to fully ascertain the condition of the wall in 
all areas and so following the removal of debris around the structure it will be necessary to reassess the condition of the walls 
and the level of works required. 
 
8.4 Options for the Future 
The oldest parts of the building are thought to be linked to an earlier building although there is no evidence of any structure in 
the same location on the historical maps of the site until 1886. There is no separate mention of the structure on the listing 
details for the gardens and so it is assumed that it is of no special significance.  At the time of the survey the condition of the 
ruined structure makes any future use problematic.  However, it is likely that the majority of the remaining structure can be 
saved once the collapsed areas have been removed. 
 
In initial discussions on site the idea of converting the remaining structure in to a folly or ruin in order to retain the historic 
fabric as part of a new rose garden linking the museum to the park was put forward. Given the condition of the structure it is 
felt that this is possible with some repair works to the wall head and conservation to both elevations of the wall it would be 
possible.  While these works were being carried out much of the collapsed stone could be reclaimed to lower the costs of any 
potential works to the remaining structure. 
 
If no actions are carried out it is highly likely that the remains of the structure will collapse in the near future. It should also be 
noted that although the structure is in a separate area form the remainder of the gardens the site is accessible at all times and 
the structure could present a health and safety risk to any members of the public who access the maintenance yard. 
 
 
8.5 Priority Rating and Treatment Programme 
 

Item Category Condition and Risk Status Action Required Re-inspection Required 
Structural 
Stability  

1 (very bad) Hazardous/unstable Intervention as soon 
as possible 

Once repaired, after 5 years 

Surface 
Condition 

1 (very bad) Hazardous/unstable Intervention as soon 
as possible 

Once repaired, after 5 years 

 
From the observations made on site it is clear that the Ruinette is in a very poor state of repair and will require partial 
dismantling in order to secure the remaining historic fabric. 
 
The amount of detritus and leaf mould around the Ruinette is a major issue as it is impossible to ascertain the total nature of 
the historic fabric. It will be essential that the leaf litter and other debris in and around the structure are carefully removed in 
order to fully assess the condition of the remaining fabric. 
 
The structural condition of the remaining walls is the greatest concern due to the fragmentary nature of the wall head and the 
lack of supporting walls. It is recommended that following the provision of access and all necessary propping to both elevations 
of the wall all loose material should be carefully taken down and set aside for reuse. This will allow for the removal of the root 
networks which are currently present and an assessment of the internal structure to be made.  
 
Following these initial works further discussions with the Contract Administrator to discuss the condition and final presentation 
of the Ruinette should be held to finalise the level of works required. It is highly likely that the works required will consist of 
some rebuilding to the wall head and potential construction of two small sections of walling to support the ends of the wall. 
This rebuilding could potentially be carried out using the recovered material from the dismantled walling to retain some of the 
aesthetic of the maintenance shed.  
 
The rebuilding works are a prime candidate for the use of a hot lime mortar which can expand into the core and lends itself to 
being used under compression. Following the securing of the structure a level of repointing and plaster conservation is required 
to stabilise the surfaces of the more historic fabric.  
 
There is a high possibility that there will need to be some structural repair of the remains of the earlier structure to ensure that 
the fabric is sound when it is repurposed as a free -standing item. At the current time it is not possible to assess the potential 
requirements of these repairs, but it is assumed that a series of ties inserted into the joints of the more disrupted areas of the 
walling. These structural ties should be used in conjunction with the areas of rebuilding to ensure that the ends of the wall and 
the wall head are sufficiently secured to the remainder of the wall. Alongside these repairs it is recommended that an allowance 
should be made for the construction of an additional pier to either end of the wall to provide further support and to allow the 
wall to stand as an individual structure. 
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The timber door set into the walling is currently obscured by the level of detritus present but following the removal of the debris 
it should be assessed and if possible retained and repair if it is possible, and fits with the final design brief for the area 
 
Following the observations made on site the following conservation recommendations have been prepared based around the 
retention of the oldest section of the wall to allow for the regeneration of the area. 
 
 

Item Recommendations 

 The Ruinette 

    
1.0 Preliminaries 

1.1 Submit RAMS and COSH sheets prior to attending site. 
1.2 Liaise with the main contractor to arrange access, storage and welfare facilities. 
1.3 Prepare samples of mortars for pointing, repairs. 
1.4 Submit samples to the Contract Administrator. 

1.5 
Arrange with the Contract Administrator to have the leaf litter removed from the vicinity of the 
structure by the council 

1.6 Arrange full access to all areas of the internal and external areas of the Ruinette 
    

2.0 Structural Repair 

2.1 Allow for the clearance of all collapsed material and associated fencing. 

2.2 

Following removal of any loose material and root networks assess the condition of the 
remaining standing structure and discuss with the Contract Administrator to finalise the level 
of retention and the final design brief. 

2.3 Dismantle any unwanted elements and store for reuse. 

2.4 
Repair the remaining structure. Allow to takedown and rebuild the top c.600mm of the wall 
head and the use of hot lime mortars.  

2.5 Allow for 8 x 1m lengths of 8mm helical bar. 

2.5 
Provisionally allow to supply and fit copings to the wall head to reduce the chance of plant 
growth. 

2.6 
Provisionally allow to construct two number piers to add structural support to the retained 
section of wall. 

    
4.0 Conservation repair 

4.1 Prepare six number mortar samples to be presented to the Design team for approval. 
Proposed agregates are as below 

• Bath stone dust 
• Cotswold stone dust 
• Lias stone dust 
• Coarse sand <4mm 
• Matured lime putty 

4.2 Rake out and repoint as needed. Allow for 14m² 

4.3 

Following the clearance of the site allow for inspection of the timber work set in to the walling. 
The findings of this inspection should be presented to the Contract administrator for 
discussion. 

4.4 Carry out repairs the decayed door and surround 
4.5 Conserve the remaining plaster on the internal face of the wall 

    
5.0 Post work actions 

5.1 Clear site 
5.2 Submit treatment report 
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9.0 The Gate Piers 
9.1 Description 

Location The Sydney Place and A36/Beckford entrances to the gardens 
Date Unknown 
Materials Bath Stone:    Piers 

Wrought Iron: Decorative arches and finials 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9.1 Sidney Place Entrance 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9.2 Beckford Road Junction Entrance 
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The gate piers consist of two groups of piers four larger piers at the A36 Beckford road entrance to the gardens and a smaller 
pair of piers marking the Sydney Place entrance.  
 
Sydney Place Entrance 
The piers at the Sydney Place entrance consist of a pair of relatively plain Bath stone ashlar piers topped with a small geometric 
capital into which an ornate wrought iron arch with historic light fitting is set.   
 
The A36 Beckford road Entrance 
The Piers at this entrance are finer than those at the Sydney Place entrance with four piers forming a vehicle and two 
pedestrian entrances. They are all constructed from Bath stone cut to form simple square section piers with a plain plinth and 
geometric capitals. The inner two piers are a matching pair and both have wrought iron lamp holders set in to the capitals. 
The outer two piers are again a matching pair although these are less fine and have no wrought iron work. 
 
9.2 Environment 
Both the entrances are generally clear of overhanging tree growth close proximity to the piers, but the Beckford Road Entrance 
does have some dense shrubs around the lower sections. 
 
 There is good airflow around all the upper sections of the piers and given these factors it is assumed that they will be subject 
to standard wetting and drying cycles and so not at significant risk from excessive moisture except for the areas behind the 
dense shrubs. 
 
9.3 Condition 
Due to the different condition of the two sets of gate piers each will be dealt with separately in the following sections. 
 
9.3.1 The Sydney Place Entrance 
9.3.1.1 Structural Condition 
The piers at the Sydney Place entrance appear to be in good structural condition. There are no signs of any movement and 
although there are some repairs none of them appear to be as a result of structural movement. The rough ashlar wall which 
forms the eastern boundary of the maintenance yard has separated from the pier it abuts however it is though that this is as 
a result of the wall moving as opposed the gate pier. 
 

 
9.3 The separation of the rough ashlar walling from the Sydney Place entrance  
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9.3.1.2 Surface Condition 
The surfaces of the piers appear to be in a good condition with only minor indicators of decay. There are numerous repairs 
which have been carried out historically using what appears to be a plastic repair mortar as opposed to a lime- based material. 
 
The piers have a significant level of surface soiling and would benefit from cleaning to improve the aesthetic of the piers and 
to prevent the build- up of potentially damaging surface deposits. 
 
 

  
9.4 An example of one of the historic repairs. Note the 
cracked surface and discolouration of the mortar. 

9.5 Image to the illustrate the general surface staining and 
soiling over the surface 
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9.3.2 The A36 Beckford Road Junction 
 

 
9.6 An overview of the A36/Beckford Road junction  

 
9.3.2.1 Structural Condition  
The gate piers at the A36 Beckford Road entrance have no signs of any structural faults. They appear plum and level and 
there are no signs of cracking or movement. 
 
 
 
9.3.2.2 Surface Condition  
The piers have been repaired and repointed at some point in the recent past and so are in a very good condition. The mortars 
used are slightly pale for the stone and could be replaced however this would be purely aesthetic. The piers have significant 
level of surface soiling and would benefit from cleaning to improve their appearance and to prevent the build-up of potentially 
damaging surface deposits. The iron work in the tops of the piers appears to be in a good condition and there is no sign of 
rust or iron expansion. 
 
9.4 Priority Rating and Treatment Programme 
 
The Sydney Place entrance 
 

Item Category Condition and Risk Status Action Required Re-inspection Required 
Structural 
Stability  

4 (good) Stable No intervention 
required 

After 5 years 

Surface 
Condition 

3 (fair) Some decay but generally stable Intervention may be 
required in 5 years 

After 5 years 

 
The A36/Beckford road entrance 
 

Item Category Condition and Risk Status Action Required Re-inspection Required 
Structural 
Stability  

4 (good) Stable No intervention 
required 

After 5 years 

Surface 
Condition 

3 (fair) Some decay but generally stable Intervention may be 
required in 5 years 

After 5 years 
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The Sydney place gate piers are in a good condition with only limited signs of ongoing decay and no sign of structural faults. 
The material which has been used for the existing repairs is beginning to create decay in the adjoining stones and so it should 
be removed and replaced with a more appropriate lime -based mortar. There is a level of soiling on the piers which is not 
causing any apparent decay at the current time but it is detracting from its appearance and it is recommended that they are 
cleaned as part of any conservation works.  
 
The abutting wall has begun to separate from the pier due to movement along its length and it is recommended that the 
remaining cement is removed from the open joint and it is packed out and repointed to prevent plant growth becoming 
established in the gap. There were no signs of any decay on the iron work and so it is recommended that they are prepared 
and repainted. 
 
The A36/Beckford road junction piers are in a much better condition with very limited signs of decay. It is recommended that 
the piers are cleaned, and all iron work prepared and redecorated. The repairs which have been carried out to the piers are 
in a lime mortar but they are slightly pale and do not finish in line with the surfaces of the stone and so it is recommended that 
they are replaced with a more suitable mortar. 
 
Based on the site survey and the above points the following brief has been prepared for the gate piers 
 

Item Recommendations 

1.0 Preliminaries 
1.1 Submit RAMS and COSH sheets prior to attending site. 
1.2 Liaise with the main contractor to arrange access, storage and welfare facilities. 
1.3 Prepare samples of mortars for pointing and repairs 
1.4 Submit samples to the Contract Administrator. 
    
2.0 Gate Piers (Sydney Place) 

2.1 Cleaning Trials 
2.2 Following trials clean the piers 
2.3 Rake out all plastic mortar repairs/pointing 
2.4 Repoint 
2.5 Carry out small surface mortar repairs 
2.6 Check the condition of the wrought iron arch and its fixing into the piers. 
2.7 Disscuss treatment of the wrought iron arch with A.Thearle 
2.8 Carry out recommended treatments.   Assume cleaning back and redecoration  
    
3.0 Gate Piers (A36 Beckford Rd) 

3.1 Cleaning Trials 

3.2 
Clean the piers taking great care top protect road users and members of the public from spray 
etc. 

3.3 Rake out all  poor quality mortar repairs 
3.4 Repoint as needed assume 25% 
3.5 Carry out small mortar repairs as needed. 
3.6 Check the condition of the wrought iron items and their fixing into the piers. 
3.7 Discuss treatment of the wrought iron arch with A.Thearle 
3.8 Carry out recommended treatments.  Assume cleaning back and redecoration  
    
4.0 Post work actions 

4.1 Clear site 
4.2 Submit treatment report 
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10.0 Conclusions 
At the current time the built heritage assets covered in this survey appear diminished and are not fully incorporated into the 
wider site leaving a scattered collection of assets rather than a linked collection of historic buildings. The Temple of Minerva 
and the Loggia appear to be run down and are not enticing for the public and are not being used to their full potential. 

The decay present is concerning but except for the Toilet structures and the Ruinette there does not appear to be any 
immediate threat to the assets. In general, the conclusions for each of the individual assets are surmised in the following bullet 
points:  

• The Edwardian Toilets are in a very poor state of repair, but the proposed works would restore them to working 
order and would also allow them to be reused for alternate purposes such as set out in the plan documentation. 

• The Ruinette is in immediate danger however once conserved it could form a focal point for the new garden space 
linking the gardens to the museum and would secure this historic structure for the immediate future.  

• The Loggia needs further investigation works and potentially requires some significant structural intervention. The 
conservation of the painted surfaces and the decorative stonework will vastly improve the overall appearance of the 
building and with carful interpretation it can be brought back into the wider setting of the landscape and community 
events. 

• The Temple of Minerva is in a similar state of aesthetic disrepair however it does not require the same level of 
structural intervention as the Loggia.  As with the Loggia a project to reinterpret the internal space, draw out the 
external architecture improve the setting through landscaping will return it to an inviting space for both quiet reflection 
in an Arcadian setting and interactive activities for the public. 

• The Gate piers are in a good state of repair and only require some limited conservation works. 

Many of the issues found during the survey of the garden are down to a poor level of maintenance. The condition of the roof 
structure of the Temple of Minerva is testament to the lack of a regular maintenance programme as it is clear from ground 
level that there is a problem. It is vital that following any conservation repairs a regular programme of maintenance is 
established with at least quarterly checks on areas such as rain water goods and roof coverings. In addition to these regular 
checks quinquennial site surveys should be carried out to all the built heritage assets. 

The interpretation of the sites both individually and as a part of the wider garden is also lacking at the current time.  At the time 
of the site survey there were no signs or information panels to explain any of the surveyed assets leading them to appear as 
a loose collection of individual structures with no links to each other. The inclusion of a series of small interpretation boards 
would help to explain the history, context and setting of this important set of buildings 
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