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White willow  

 Latin name: Salix alba 

 The white willow tree is a species of willow native to Europe and western and 
central Asia the name comes from the white colour on the underside of the 
leaves.it is a medium size deciduous tree. It can grow up to 10-30 m tall. The 
trunk has an average of 1m in diameter. 

 White willow trees grow quickly and a repetitively short lived. It is susceptible to 
disease called watermark disease.  

 The wood is tough, strong, and light weight, but it has minimal resistance to 
decay.  Charcoal made from this wood was a key component in gunpowder. Willow 
bark used to be used to ease pains and aches in the body  

 Wildlife value: Caterpillars of a number of moth species feed on the foliage, 
including the puss moth, willow ermine, eyed hawk-moth and red underwing. The 
catkins provide an important source of early nectar and pollen for bees and other 
insects, and the branches make good nesting and roosting sites for birds. 



Birch 

 Latin name: Betula pendula  

 Birch wood is commonly used for furniture making. It is suitable for veneer 
and birch plywood is among the strongest and most stable plywoods. 

 The birch tree thin-leaved deciduous hardwood tree  

 The bark of a birch trees is very oily under the surface and can be used to 
start a fire 

 Birch bark can be soaked until moist in water and then formed into a cast for 
a broken arm.  

 Interesting fact: silver birch can be used to improve soil quality for other 
plants to grow. Its deep roots bring otherwise inaccessible nutrients into the 
tree, which are recycled on to the soil surface when the tree sheds its leaves. 

   


