
Catalpa bignonioides (Indian 
Bean Tree) 

• The Indian bean tree is a deciduous tree, meaning it sheds its leaves every year. 
•  Although the tree’s name suggests otherwise, it does not come from India and 

it does not grow beans! It actually comes from southern USA.  
•  The ‘beans’ are the fruit of the tree – they are long thin brown pods.  
• The tree likes a lot of full sunlight, so it grows to taller than 12 metres and wider 

than 8 metres to maximise sunlight absorption.  
• In summer, you can identify the tree by its white coloured blossom/flowers.  
• In autumn, you can identify it by the brown pods. 
• Other feature of the tree are big oval flat leaves. The tree can also be identified 

by its large size. 
Value to wildlife: 
• The flowers of the catalpa are visited by hummingbirds (but not in Keynsham 

park.) 
• It is the host of the catalpa sphinx moth – their caterpillars feed off the leaves, 

which are poisonous to other creatures.  
• It provides nutrition for bees and butterflies in early summer. 
 



Acer pseudoplatanus (Sycamore) 

• It is native to central, eastern and southern Europe. 
• It is a deciduous tree, meaning it sheds its leaves every year. 
• Sycamore trees can grow up to 35 metres tall. 
• The flowers produced in spring/summer are small and greeny-yellow in 

colour. In autumn, the leaves turn to a yellowy-brown colour.  
Value to wildlife: 
• Sycamore is attractive to aphids.  
• This also means it attracts the aphid’s predators, like ladybirds, hoverflies 

and a variety of birds.  
• The leaves are eaten by caterpillars of several moths, including the 

sycamore moth, plumed prominent and maple prominent.  
• The flowers provide a good source of pollen and nectar to bees and other 

insects, and the seeds are eaten by birds and small mammals.  


