JUDGING GUIDELINES
As an entrant, the Guidelines can be helpful, the Guidelines are designed for the Judges – to help with the marking and help them with the task.

For most Categories, the following Criteria are used, so they may help and give you some idea of what the judges are looking for. But for all keen gardeners the most important word is – ‘originality’, followed by ‘enjoyment’.

Impact; Variety and the use of a range of plants; Colour Combinations; Originality and Design; and Condition, Care and Sustainability.

Entrants in the Schools and Young people’s category, have their own criteria – linked to what the children will be doing in School .
Recording: using a log book, diaries, photo’s and art works to record and illustrate the gardening year. Labelling plants also.
Planting – Vegetables and Fruit: Displaying a range of varieties and their care and condition.

Planting – Flowers and Shrubs; Displaying a range of varieties, their care and condtion and their impact. 

Environment: Displaying suitable environmental features – water; composting, habitatis for pollinating insects. Evidence of re-cycling.

Allotment entrants are asked to follow specific criteria:
The maximum use of the plot; The quality and variation of produce; The appearance and maintenance of the plot; the use of organic and ecological practices and the condition of the path and Plot Number Board.

For those making an Environmentally Friendly Garden , the judges will be looking for:
The Environmental impact; Water features and Conservation; Environmental features; Natural planting and Innovation in re-use, recycling and material selection.

