SCHOOLS FORUM

Date 22.9.15
Heading
	Lead Officer
	Chris Wilford

	Contact details
	christopher_wilford@bathnes.gov.uk, 01225 477109

	Forum asked to be informed
	Current status of the Local Authorities contract with the Sensory Support Service 

	Time Needed
	15 mins


1. Introduction

1.1 A request was made from schools forum about the current status of the Local Authorities contract with the Sensory Support Service. Concerns were expressed that the contract was not meeting the needs of all children in B&NES schools. 

1.2 The following paper outlines, the purpose of the sensory support service, the status of the B&NES contract & brief details of the value of the contract and numbers of children the service supports in B&NES. 

1.3 The request by Schools Forum for details about this service is timely as the 4 authorities who 
commission the service are in the process of commissioning an independent review of the 
service, which will include gathering feedback from key stakeholders. 
2. Recommendation 

2.1 That all schools are made aware of the independent review of the current Sensory Support 
Service via the distribution of this document to Headteachers and SENCO’s. 
2.2 Schools wishing to contribute to a review should make direct contact with Chris Wilford, Head 
of the Vulnerable Learners Service, on the contact details above, until further details about 
the 
independent lead for the review are available. 
2.3 That this review be circulated when completed to Schools Forum for comment and distribution
3. Report
3.1 The sensory support service is jointly commissioned by B&NES, Bristol City Council, South 
Glos Council and North Somerset Council. Bristol City Council is the lead authority and 
manages and delivers the service

3.2 The service aims to promote wellbeing, development, achievement and participation and 
inclusion of all CYP with vision, hearing or multi-sensory impairment.
3.2 B&NES currently contribute £319,845 to the funding of this service; the total cost of the service 
is £1.6 Million. The 2015 service reports stated that the service supported, in total 1247 
children. 

The 2015 states the service supported 199 children in B&NES; 

· 122 children with hearing loss of these; 18 children were in an EY setting, 104 were of school age. 14 of these were in a Special School.

· 64 Children with vision impairment, of these, 18 children were in an EY setting, 46 were school age, 12 children attended a Special School. 

· 13 children with multi-sensory impairment, of these, 1 child was in a EY setting, 12 were of school age, 5 children attended a special school
3.3 The service has been jointly commissioned since 1996. The current contract has been in place         
since 2004 - 2009. The contract roles from year to year and has done so since 2009.  
Termination of the service requires 3 authorities to give 36 months’ notice. Any individual 
council wishing to withdraw from the service needs to give 42 months’ notice.

3.4 The service is only applicable to B&NES children in B&NES schools. Local Authorities and 
schools wishing to provide services for out of area children in their schools have to request 
additional services at a charge. 
3.5 Each Local Authority has an appointed Lead for the contract in the area. Currently the Lead 
within B&NES is Christine Jones; this will be transferring to Chris Wilford in November

3.6 A review of the service, its specification and contract has been agreed by the individual leads 
for the service. This review will involve the commissioning of an Independent Expert to carry 
out the necessary work and report. 
3.7 The specification for this review is currently in draft (see extract of the scope below). However 
it will encompass feedback from stakeholders to include schools. It is hoped the review will 
start in the autumn. Further details will be available at a meeting of LA leads in November 
2015

Scope (extract from draft specification for review of the service)
· All aspects of the current provision of services, including the deployment of staff, analysis of current and projected need and outcomes for children and young people;

· The contract for the provision of services and LAs’ commissioning plans; (I am assuming this includes budget allocation too)

· The provision of sensory support services with particular focus on developing joint working and visionary models of provision for children with sensory impairment taking due regard of national research on best practice

· Consideration of the re-location of Elmfield School and opportunities this may provide to develop further collaborative work;

· Fact finding and discussion with providers and service users including parents/ carers and schools, and with commissioners;

· Final report with options for future service provision.

3.8 The following additional documents can be requested directly from Chris Wilford
· 2015 service report

· Draft Spec of Review. [image: image1.png]
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