SCHOOLS FORUM

Date: 10th March 2014 
Heading: Community Play services 
	Lead Officer
	Alice McColl, Strategic Development Officer for Play 

	Contact details
	Alice_mccoll@bathnes.gov.uk     01225 395137

	Forum asked to decide / steer / be informed
	To be informed

	Time Needed
	15 mins


Introduction

£199,000 has been annually allocated from Dedicated Schools Funding for Community Play Services since 1999 when the Council adopted the Play Policy and established the role of Strategic Development Officer for Play.  
The implementation of the B&NES Play Strategy (2006-2012) has been led by a Play Partnership and a Play Partnership Executive with representation from the a range related services including children’s services, schools, community development, planning, housing, police,  parks, commissioning and voluntary sector play providers.  

The funding has been used to deliver preventative play provision for some of the most vulnerable children aged 5 – 13yrs in Bath and North East Somerset.  At present there is no cost to schools for this service. 
A variety of projects for children, young people and their families have been developed in Bath and North East Somerset as a result of this funding; 

· Community Play Rangers working in parks and open spaces in areas of need (nationally renowned project) 
· Play in schools – support, advice, training and delivery of  practical ways to improve play provision at school (eg. linking play to the curriculum, the role of play in building confidence and self-esteem, messy play sessions at school, play as a tool to engage with parents, playworker roles in schools and recruiting to these, training for  SMSAs and all school staff on play.) 
· Improving school playgrounds – support, advice and delivery of practical ways to improve school play grounds. and improve play areas (Scrapstore Play pods, Outdoor Play and Learning - OPAL, SEED capital funds for playgrounds, loose parts training) 
· Family Play Inclusion Work –“Requests for support”  from Family Play Inclusion Workers (James Beattie in Bath and Stuart Rouse in Norton Radstock) by schools, health visitors, social workers, police, parents etc. Individual programmes of play support with the child and their parent/carer designed and delivered.   In response to high demand this service now additionally offers weekly family play sessions for the most vulnerable parents with children (Playful Families)
· Playwork training and workforce development – subsidised play network training sessions all year round and annual play conference (Spinning World March 2014 – 10% delegates school staff) 
· Play in Parks - Engagement and consultation with families, children and schools on local parks and green spaces and improvements to community play areas. 
Case studies of Family Play Inclusion work in schools
Primary School 

Work over 4 months to set up a nurture project with 6 - 8 year old's during lunchtimes at Welton Primary school. 

Aim: 

· To build children’s confidence.
· To change their behaviour from aggressive and dependent on staff for support to independent and self-regulating.  

· To encourage positive communication skills.  
Activity: 

Children are assisted to plan play sessions. Initially they use the project to play separately from the rest of their school as a means of reducing anxiety within the large and chaotic play times. They built dens, made bows and arrows, carry out role play and imaginary play, explored the wooded areas of school  and  engaged with the natural elements (mud, sand, trees). 
The group also ate separately (with their playworker) and the social time of lunch became a routine where appropriate behaviour and communication was modelled, over time the group was integrated for lengthening periods of time to rest of the school playtime and re-joined the schools for lunch with a marked improvement in behaviour and increased trust.  
Outcome (based upon school observation/report) 

Boys who used to react with disproportionate aggression to very small stressors began to engage in rough and tumble with great care for others and if the play got too much for them managed to stay in control and make the right choices to resolve the situation without getting angry/aggressive. 
Secondary School 

10 week project for 11-13 year olds at Wellsway school with history of poor attendance, complex home lives and who typically struggle to engage in their learning and with their peers.   

Aim: 

· To help young people be more able to engage in their learning

· To assist young people in developing confidence and improve interactions with peers and staff. 

· To opportunities for quality one to one interaction with positive male role models

· To create safe place for young people to share issues and problem solve 

Outcome: 

These relaxed sessions allow young people to open up about worries and engage in problem solving with a positive slant to change negative patterns of behaviour such as sleep routines and school refusing.  “It is very useful to be able to rely on professionals who the students view very much as nothing to do with school. Very often, the students are able to open up in a way that they feel unable to do with people associated with school.”  (Ms Juren, Wellsway  School) 
     
Consultation 

In February 2014 all schools in B&NEs were asked if they “Do you think this service is valuable to continue with dedicated schools funding?”
25 schools voted “Yes”  0 schools voted “No”. A summary of Reponses is compiled as an appendix to this report. 

Recommendation
This report recommends that dedicated schools forum continues to be dedicated to Community Play Services at the same level. 

2014-2015 - School Forum funding for Play 

A high proportion of this funding (see table below) will fund continuation of contracts with voluntary sector play providers to deliver Community Play Services.  Funding cuts to early years and play provision by the Council will see these contracts reduced by £50,000 (£25,000 for each area) in 2014-2015.  

	Schools Forum funding for play in 2014/15 
	Amount

	Contribution to Strategic Play Officer (total £35,000) 
	£19,000 

	Bath – Community Play Service contract 

Reduced by £25,000
	£95,000

	North East Somerset – Community Play Service Contract 

Reduced by £25,000 
	£85,000

	Total amount for play from School Forum 
	£199,000


	Other funding for play 2014/15 
	Amount

	Public Health 
	£25,000


Added Value 

Additional funding for play

As a result of the funding received from Schools Forum play providers have been able to attract significant external funding for children, young people and their families living in Bath and North east Somerset eg. Children’s Fund (2006) Big Lottery (2007), Play Pathfinder(2009), Reaching Communities (Lottery)(2011) Public Health (2011), Social Action Fund (2012) thus enhancing play provision for children, young people and families living in the area. 
A flexible and responsive service 
Voluntary sector providers are able to support schools to identify children most likely to benefit from play support.  Play sessions  can  run at flexible times and tailored to suit specific groups of children or whole classes.  The current system which is open to all schools enables a wide number of children to access the supportive and preventative service. 
Requests for support to Family Play inclusion workers      April 2013 – Jan 2014 
A high proportion of the requests for support from the Family Play Inclusion Workers come from schools. 

	Schools – PSAs, SENCos, heads, EWO 
	32% 

	Health – school nurses, GPs, CAMHS, Health visitors, paediatrician 
	20%

	Social Care – Disabled children team, referral and assessment
	38% 

	Voluntary and community sector 
	5% 

	Self-referral 
	2% 

	Other - CAFs, Childrens Centres, Housing 
	3% 


Behaviour and attendance 

Community Play Services provide an important element of work in schools to develop bespoke projects to engage vulnerable children and young people whose behaviour can lead to exclusion.  [image: image1.png]
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