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RALPH ALLEN SCHOOL  
Admissions Policy 2016-17 
 

Sixth Form Arrangements 2016/17 
 

 

General Entry Policy (External Applications) 

 

Entry to Ralph Allen School Sixth Form is by application to the Head of Sixth Form.  

Applications from external candidates are very welcome.   

 

Students applying to Ralph Allen School Sixth Form from other schools are invited to 

meet the Head of Sixth Form to discuss their option choices and references are 

requested from their previous school. The references enable us to assess the students’ 

predicted GCSE grades.  In considering applications, our aim is to accept students on 

to courses on which they can be expected to have a good chance of success. 

 

Students are asked to make provisional course choices.  This is not a final commitment 

and they will be able to reconsider their options after GCSE results are published and in 

light of the school timetable.  We encourage students to apply by the end of Term 2 

(Christmas).  The deadline for all applications for September 2016 is 1st February 2016, 

although late applications will be considered.  From February 2016, subjects will be 

placed in timetable blocks. Prospective students can choose one subject from each 

block. Students who apply before the February deadline and gain the necessary 

grades will be given priority if a class becomes oversubscribed.  

 

As with all applications, the school has to consider the likely class sizes before enrolling a 

student in September. Applying early gives the school an opportunity to plan a 

manageable curriculum to best meet students’ needs. Students who have found the 

GCSE course difficult, and who consequently achieve less than they had hoped to 

achieve, do find studying for an AS level in a large class difficult. The school takes this 

into consideration when enrolling students in September. We believe our students are 

successful because we consider these issues and we discuss their options post-16 with 

them. 

 

We plan to run as many courses as possible. However, the school will inform students in 

April/May which courses we are unable to run due to very low student uptake  

 

Please check our website for updates to our provision for September 2016. 

 

The school currently caters for GCE A level, AS level and BTEC students between the 

ages of 16 to 19. We enrol full time students.  AS level students are expected to study 4 

advanced level courses.  We do allow students occasionally to study 3 or 5 advanced 

level courses dependent on GCSE grades and individual circumstances.  We offer a 
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small number of level 2 or diploma qualifications for a small number of students as we 

broaden our curriculum for post 16 students. 

 

The admissions number for Ralph Allen School’s sixth form is 125 students.  Approximately 

20-25 of these students are normally applicants joining the school in Year 12. 

 

The sixth form has a code of conduct that students are expected to sign when they join. 

This sets out guidelines on expected attendance and behaviour. 

 

Specified Entry Requirements 

AS and Advanced level GCE and applied GCE: 

Students are usually expected to have gained a minimum of 5 C grades at GCSE and 

students are expected to gain A*, A or B in the subjects they wish to study.  This means 

that the vast majority of sixth form students achieve at least 4 GCSEs at grade B or 

above.  Each subject details its own entry requirement. 

 

The entry grades for level 2 qualifications are 6 grade D GCSE results or higher and for 

level 3 diploma courses students need 4 grade C GCSEs.  Specific subject entry 

requirements and further information are available on the school website and in the 

sixth form curriculum booklet.  

 

Entry on to the year 13 A2 GCE level courses is not automatic. This is assessed on the 

basis of the successful completion of the AS level courses and is explained in the sixth 

form planner.  Year 13 students are full time students and study at least 2 A2 level 

courses. They also attend tutor registrations and meetings, assembly and PSHE. 

 

Elite Athletes 

Ralph Allen will admit up to 15 students per year group who have aptitude in sports.  

Evidence of aptitude can be provided in the following ways:  a letter from a student’s 

primary school, or a letter from the providers of the specialized training programme 

based at the University of Bath or a similar high-level sports institution. These students 

must be registered on an elite athletes’ training programme such as the Lawn Tennis 

Association Academy Programme; or a comparable programme relating to another 

sport.  (Elite athletes also study at Ralph Allen School in Key Stages 3 and 4.)  These 

students will still need to meet the academic entry requirements for Ralph Allen School 

Sixth Form Centre (as listed above).  The University of Bath and Ralph Allen School have 

a formal agreement with well-established links and working practices.  Ralph Allen 

School has developed the ability to meet the needs of these students academically 

through coordinated school and academy programmes.  We assess the appropriate 

number of courses for these students to study, based on academic capacity and their 

training schedules. 

 

UK Citizenship 

Students from overseas may be asked to produce evidence of their entitlement to 

funding.  This will affect only a few students who do not have full UK citizenship.  The vast 

majority of sixth form students are entitled to free (LA funded) post -16 education and 

do not need to apply for this LA funding.  We are already aware of the status of current 

Ralph Allen School students.  

 

Over-subscription 
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In all the cases listed below the general entry requirements and academic entry grades 

needed for each course would still apply.  Potential AS level sixth form students are 

ranked according to predicted GCSE performance when being considered for an 

oversubscribed class. 

 

If the sixth form is over-subscribed priority would be given as follows: 

 

A. Children in Public Care [looked after children1 and previously looked after 

children. Previously looked after children are children who were looked after, but 

ceased to be so because they were adopted2 (or became subject to a child 

arrangement order3 or special guardianship order].  It would be expected they 

would have the required qualifications for the courses they wish to study. 

B. Children in receipt of the Personal Independence Payment4. 

C. Elite Athletes (with local sports training provision at the appropriate level in place, 

as well as the required academic entry grades). 

D. Those children who have siblings currently attending Ralph Allen School. 

E. Children of staff at the school, in either or both of the following circumstances:  

a) where the member of staff has been employed at the school for two or more 

years at the time at which the application for admission to the school is made, 

and/or  

b) the member of staff is recruited to fill a vacant post for which there is a 

demonstrable skill shortage.  

F. Those children who live nearest to the school, as measured in a direct line 

between the home address and preferred school.  This rule would still be applied 

strictly to both children living within Bath and North East Somerset and those from 

neighbouring authorities. 

 

 

In the event of a place not being offered at Ralph Allen Sixth Form, the candidate has 

the right of appeal to an independent appeal panel. 

 

 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

 

The Principal’s regular reports to governors will include a summary of the current 

admissions position. 

 

 

 

Date:  1 November 2014 

 

                                                 
1  A looked after child is a child who is (a) in the care of a local authority, or (b) being provided with accommodation by 

a local authority in the exercise of their social services functions (see the definition in Section 22(1) of the Children Act 

1989) at the time of making an application to a school.   
2  Under the terms of the Adoption and Children Act 2002.   
3   Under the terms of the Children Act 1989. A ‘residence order’ is defined as an order settling the arrangements to be 

made as to the person with whom the child is to live.   
4 To consider applications under Priority B of the admissions criteria documentary evidence confirming receipt of the 

Personal Independence Payment in respect of a physical disability must be sent to the school by the closing date of 1 

February 2016. 


