
Beechen Cliff School 
 

Admissions Policy - September 2016 

 
1.  Introduction 

 
Beechen Cliff School is the Admissions Authority for the School, although all admissions into 
Year 7 are co-ordinated by Bath and North East Somerset Council. The Governors and the 
Headmaster only have authority to admit students to Beechen Cliff School in accordance with 
this Admissions Policy.   
 
Eligibility - nationality 
In order to be eligible for admission to the School, prospective pupils/students (or their 
parents/carers) must have full UK citizenship or citizenship of another member state of the 
European Union or European Economic Area or Switzerland, or have other legitimate 
residential status within the UK which confers the right to education at public expense.  The 
School may require proof of eligibility before processing an application. 
 
Boarding Places 
Beechen Cliff School is principally a day school but has a small number of boarding places 
available for all years.  For further information on the requirements for those wishing to board 
see Appendix 1. 
 

2.  Categories of Admission 

 
In Years 7 to 11 only boys are admitted to the School. In the Sixth Form both boys and girls are 
admitted. 
 
Year 7 - Day Places 
The School has a published admission number (PAN) of 162 for Year 7 day pupils. If the School 
decides that it is able to admit Year 7 day pupils above its PAN, it will notify the local authority in 
good time to allow the local authority to deliver its co-ordination responsibilities effectively. 
 
Year 7 - Boarding Places 
In addition to the Year 7 day pupils, up to 4 places may be taken by boarders in Year 7, subject 
to availability and the additional requirements in Appendix 1.   A shortfall in boarding places 
taken by Year 7 pupils will not make additional day places available. 
 
Sixth Form - Day Places 
In the Sixth Form at least 20 students from other schools will be admitted. Students in excess of 
this number may be admitted if places are available. 
 
Sixth Form - Boarding Places 
In addition to the day students the School will admit up to 4 boarders into the Sixth Form, 
subject to availability and the additional requirements in Appendix 1. The Governing Body may 
admit students in excess of this number to fill boarding vacancies. 
 
Other years - Day and Boarding Places 
Places are occasionally available in other year groups where a pupil/student has withdrawn 
from the School, but there is no guarantee that such places will be available in any particular 
year. 



 
 

3. How to make an Application - see attached flow chart (Appendix 7) 
 
Applications for Day Places at Year7 

Applications for admission as a day pupil must be made on the Common Application Form 
(CAF) of the Local Authority and submitted to them as instructed.  These forms are usually 
made available automatically to the parents of Year 6 pupils in the Local Authority primary 
schools.  Parents/Carers of children attending an independent school or who live outside 
England, or in areas where the normal age of transfer to secondary schools is not Year 7, 
should request a CAF from the Local Authority. 
 
The School requires a supplementary Sporting Excellence form if the admission is sought on 
the basis of Sporting Excellence. This form is available from the School website or by contacting 
the School directly.  Completed forms must be returned to the School, by the date specified. 
 
 
Applications for Boarding Places at Year 7 from residents in England 
Applications for a boarding place from residents in England must be made on the Common 
Application Form (CAF) of the home Local Authority and submitted to them as instructed.  
These forms are usually made available automatically to the parents of Year 6 pupils in the 
Local Authority primary schools.  Parents/Carers of children attending an independent school or 
in areas where the normal age of transfer to secondary schools is not Year 7 should request a 
CAF from the Local Authority. 
 
The School also requires a Boarding Application Form to be completed. This form is available 
from the School website or by contacting the School directly.  Completed forms must be 
returned to the School, by the date specified.   
 
 
Applications for Main School Places, other than at Year 7 
Applications for a place must be made directly to the School.  
 
For day places application is made on the School Application Form.  For Boarding Places 
application is made on the Boarding Application Form.  These forms are available from the 
School website or by contacting the School directly.  Completed forms must be returned to the 
School, who will respond to the applicant’s parents/carers directly.  In accordance with the 
Schools Admission Code 2012, the School will advise the local authority of each application 
received and the outcome of that application at the end of each term. 
 
It should be noted that pupils are not normally admitted to Year 11. 
 
Joint Day and Boarding Applications for the Main School 
Applicants may make separate applications for both a boarding and a day place using the forms 
identified above. But for Year 7 places they must rank the two applications on the Local 
Authority CAF Form. 
 
As boarding and day place applications are considered separately, the outcome of the higher 
ranked option cannot be jeopardised by the outcome of the lower.  However, parents should not 
apply for a boarding place for their son unless they are prepared to take up and pay for the 
boarding place if it is offered to them.  It should be remembered that the allocation of a boarding 
place at the School will mean that no other place can be offered at any state school as part of 
the co-ordinated admissions arrangements for Year 7 places. 
 



Applications for Main School Boarding Places from Outside England 
Where a boarding applicant is resident in Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland, the Channel 
Islands, the Isle of Man or overseas, the application must be made directly to the School using 
the Boarding Application Form only. 
 
Applications for Sixth Form - Boarding or Day Places 
All applications for places in the Sixth Form are made directly to the School. 
 
For Day Places application is made on the School 6th Form Application Form.  For Boarding 
Places application is made on the Boarding Application Form.  These forms are available from 
the School website or by contacting the School directly.  Completed forms must be returned to 
the School, who will respond to the applicant’s Parents/Carers directly. 
 
All applicants must achieve at least 5 GCSEs at grade C or above including English and 
Mathematics, which is the minimum GCSE attainment standard in order to take up any place 
offered.  Applicants must also meet the particular requirements of the courses for which they 
wish to enrol as set out in the Sixth Form prospectus.  These may include the requirement to 
obtain higher grades in order to take certain combinations of subjects. 
 
The School will make alternative arrangements to ascertain whether or not an applicant has 
attained a level equivalent to the minimum requirement where the applicant has been educated 
in an overseas education system which does not offer an equivalent to the GCSE. 
 
Applicants may apply for both a boarding and a day place in the Sixth Form.  In the event that 
the applicant qualifies for both places, he/she will be invited to decide by a given deadline which 
place he/she wishes to hold.  If no decision is forthcoming, the School reserves the right to 
withdraw one of the places at its discretion in order that other applicants are not disadvantaged. 
 
Year 11 pupils must apply to return to the Sixth Form.  Provided that they meet the minimum 
GCSE attainment standard and the particular requirements for their proposed courses they will  
automatically be given a place, unless they also wish to transfer from boarder to day student or 
vice versa, in which case there is no automatic transfer and the criteria set out in Appendix 2 
apply. 
 
It should be noted that students are not normally admitted to Upper Sixth. 
 
 
Applications from Over or Under Age applicants 
The School will not normally admit a pupil other than into his chronological year group. 
However, in exceptional circumstances where there is a compelling education, developmental 
or social reason why a pupil should be educated out of his chronological year group, the 
Headmaster may use his discretion to permit an application for such admission.  The support of 
the applicant’s present school is normally required in order to establish that the applicant is “due 
to transfer” under the Schools Admissions Code. 



 

 
 

4.  How applications are handled 
 
Oversubscription 
In the event of oversubscription, places will be offered for Year 7 and Sixth Form in accordance 
with the appropriate Admissions Criteria: 
 
Day pupils - Year 7   see Appendix 3 
Day students - Sixth Form   see Appendix 4 
Boarding pupils - Year 7  see Appendix 5 
Sixth Form Boarding  see Appendix 6 
 
Admissions to the Main School other than in Year 7 will be made subject to eligibility (Section 1) 
and there being space available. 
 
Pupils/students with Statements of Special Educational Need 
The admission of a pupil/student with a Statement of Special Educational Need or an Education 
Health and Care Plan [EHC] will be administered through Bath and North East Somerset in 
accordance with the requirements of the Education Act 1966 Section 324(5)(b) and Schedule 
27 3(3) and 3(4) and the SEN Code of Practice (8:80-86 and 8:125-134). 
 
Sporting Excellence Priority Places Year 7 
Up to twelve places for day pupils in Year 7 will be allocated on the basis of sporting excellence.  
The places are allocated on the basis of sporting aptitude in tests conducted by the School.  It 
should be noted that meeting the required standard in a test does not guarantee a place at the 
School.  This is because more candidates may meet the required standard than there are 
places available to students who do so.  If this is the case, places are allocated according to the 
oversubscription criteria detailed in this policy. 
 
Waiting Lists 
Day Places 
Applicants who are unsuccessful in obtaining a Year 7 or Sixth Form place will be maintained 
on a waiting list managed by the School until August 2016.  Waiting lists are not maintained for 
candidates who are unsuccessful in obtaining a Main School place outside Year 7. 
 
Boarding Places 
Applicants who are unsuccessful in obtaining a boarding place will be maintained on a waiting 
list, if parents request it, after the allocation of places has been made and confirmed.  The 
allocation of places from the waiting list follows the procedure set out in Appendix 1. 
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Appendix 1: Boarding - Admission requirements and procedure 

Additional requirements for admission as a Boarder - Main School and Sixth Form 
Boarding provision is subject to the School Boarding Agreement and a fee is payable by 
parents.  Parents who are entitled to claim Working Tax Credit are able to claim the boarding 
fee against the childcare element of their tax credits. 
 
Pursuant of their duty to safeguard and promote the welfare of all boarders under section 87 of 
the Children Act 1989, the School will not admit any child to the School as a boarder unless the 
School is satisfied that he is suitable to board.  Applicants for boarding places are assessed to 
determine their suitability for boarding.  The assessment includes the following: 
 

✤ An interview 

✤ A reference from the applicant’s present school and/or a previous school (where the 
candidates is not currently at school or has recently changed school) 

✤ Consideration of any other information that the parent/carer of the applicant may wish 
to provide to support the applicant’s application or which may be provided at the 
request of the parent/carer by another person 

✤ Information provided by a Local Authority (or equivalent authority outside England 
and Wales), where relevant 

 
In determining whether or not an applicant is suitable to board, the School has regard to the 
following questions: 
 
· Does the applicant wish to board? 

· Does the applicant have experience of staying away from his parents/carers whether or not 
he is currently a boarder? 

· Does the applicant show evidence of self reliance and independence? 

· Does the applicant show evidence of understanding and relishing the challenges of a 
communal life? 

· Does the applicant show understanding of the responsibilities of a member of a boarding 
community? 

· Is there any medical or psychological reason why boarding would not be appropriate, or any 
need that could not be met by reasonable adjustment to the boarding accommodation, 
routine and practice? 

 
The School will inform the parents of applicants whether or not their son is considered suitable 
for boarding as soon as possible after the process has been completed.  Candidates who are 
considered suitable for boarding are then allocated places according to the published 
oversubscription criteria. 
 
Significant degree of Boarding Need 
In the Admission Criteria for boarding (see Appendices 5 and 6) one of the priority categories in 
the event of oversubscription is that an applicant has a significant degree of boarding need. To 
determine this, the School will have reference to the following. In each case, it is the 
responsibility of Parents/Carers to provide the information required to enable the School to 
make a determination.  In particular, the names and contact details of an appropriately qualified 
person from whom the School may seek corroborating evidence must be given. 
 



 

 

 

 
The School may consider that a candidate has a significant degree of boarding need if: 
 
EITHER 

 
1. The candidate satisfies at least ONE of the following criteria in that: 

 
  Appropriate person to provide 

corroboration 

1 His main parent/carer is, or will be at the date of 
admission, a member of HM Armed Forces liable for 
deployment overseas (whether or not eligible for receipt 
of the Continuing Education Allowance) or frequent 
changes of posting within the UK 

Commanding Officer or other 
authorised Service Office 

2 His main parent/carer is, or will be at the date of 
admission, serving with or for the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office or other UK Government 
Department on terms which may include either 
deployment overseas or frequent changes of posting 
within the UK 

Line Manager or Head of 
Department/Service 

3 His parent/carer is, or will be at the date of admission, 
serving with or for an institution of the European Union, 
United Nations or other international body of which the 
United Kingdom is a member 

Line Manager or Head of 
Department/Service 

4 His main parent/parer is, or will be at the date of 
admission, employed by a UK based company which 
requires the parent to travel overseas or be resident 
overseas for a period of more than one month per year. 

Line Manager or Head of 
Department/Service 

5 He is the subject of a voluntary agreement between the 
School and a Local Authority or Charitable Trust to 
provide a boarding place for reasons of boarding need. 

LA Lead Professional  or Trust 
Officer 

6 His home is in a remote rural location and appropriate 
education is not available within a reasonable daily 
travelling distance 

Current Headteacher or LA 
Officer 

7 His home is in a remote rural location and he lacks 
social interaction with children or the same age/or 
gender 

Current Headteacher or LA 
Officer 

8 He is a member of an elite sporting academy supported 
by the Governing Body of a recognised sport and 
requires a boarding place to participate in that school’s 
programme 

Officer authorised by the sport 
Governing Body and School 



 

 

OR 
2. The candidate satisfies at least TWO of the following criteria in that: 

 
  Appropriate person to provide 

corroboration 

1 He is in the care of a grandparent or other person, 
whether or not a relative, other than his natural parent, 
step parent or adoptive parent 

Teacher, Medical Practitioner, 
Social Worker or other 
professional person who 
knows the family 

2 His  main or only carer has been the victim of a serious 
crime  or reasonably fears that he may become a victim 
of a serious crime  

Police Family Liaison Officer or 
Social Worker 

3 His main or only carer has been diagnosed with a 
medical or psychological condition which is life 
threatening or which seriously impairs the carer’s ability 
to care for the applicant 

Medical Practitioner or Social 
Worker 

4 His main or only carer also has the main responsibility 
for the care of another member of the applicant’s close 
family or household who has been diagnosed with a 
serious medical or psychological condition and the care 
of whom seriously impairs the carer’s ability to care for 
the applicant 

Medical Practitioner or Social 
Worker 

5 His home circumstances prevent social interaction with 
children of the same age and/or gender 

Teacher, Medical Practitioner, 
Social  Worker or other 
professional person who 
knows the family 

6 He has a particular gift or talent which can be developed 
at Beechen Cliff School but not in his/her home area 

Teacher, Sports Coach or 
similar person who knows the 
applicant and his 
circumstances 

7 He is homeless Teacher, Medical Practitioner, 
Social Worker or other 
professional person who 
knows the family 

8 His main or only carer is a lone parent/carer. Teacher, Medical Practitioner, 
Social Worker or other 
professional person who 
knows the family 

 
 



 

 

 

 
Waiting lists for boarding 
Any places that become available are allocated to those waiting as follows: 
 
Sixth Form Places 

a. Until 30 September of the year in which admission was sought, places are allocated 
according oversubscription criteria.  No other applicants will be considered until these 
applicants have been made offers. 

b. From 1 October of the year in which admission was sought, places are allocated 
according to the stated oversubscription criteria at the point when a vacancy arises 
and new applicants will be considered alongside any still on the waiting list.  The 
Governing Body does not consider it in the best interests of students for them to 
commence their Sixth Form studies later than three weeks after the beginning of the 
Autumn Term. 

 

For Other Places 
a. Unsuccessful applicants who applied by the stated closing date are maintained on a 

waiting list together with any late applicants. 
b. If further vacancies arise after the offer date, all applicants who applied, whether 

within the deadline or late, are considered, and offers will be made in accordance with 
the oversubscription criteria at the time the vacancy occurs.  Thus, an applicant’s 
place on the waiting list can alter if other applicants with a higher priority under the 
School Admissions Criteria come onto the waiting list. 

 
Waiting lists are maintained for one year from the September of the year in which admission 
was originally sought.  Applicants judged to be unsuitable for boarding will not be kept on a 
waiting list for boarding places.  They may, however, reapply and be reassessed for any 
subsequent year of entry. 



 

 

 

 

Appendix 2: Transfer to Sixth Form and from Boarder to Day pupil 
status or vice versa 

The following procedures and conditions apply to those wishing to change from Boarder to Day 
pupil at the time of seeking entry to the Sixth Form. 
 

Those admitted as day pupils may transfer to take up a vacant boarding place provided that 
they are judged to be suitable to board.  Those transferring from day pupil status have Priority 3 
for boarding places, after Looked After Children and those with boarding need. 
 
Those admitted as boarders may apply to transfer to day pupil status at the beginning of the 
Lower Sixth by making a written application by the published date.  They take Priority 2 for day 
pupil places, after Looked After Children. 
 
There is no facility for the routine change of status from boarder to day pupil at any other time.  
However, the parent/carer of a boarder are free to apply for a day place should a vacancy occur 
after their son has joined the School.  Boarders seeking to transfer status do not have any 
priority for day places except when joining Lower Sixth. 
 



 

 

 

 

Appendix 3 Admission Criteria: Day Pupils – Year 7 
 
Co-ordinated Admission of Pupils (with Hayesfield School) 
 
Pupils will be admitted at age 11 without reference to ability or aptitude.  The number of 
intended admissions for the year commencing 1 September 2016 will be 162 day places. 
 
Beechen Cliff is an academy and admission is the responsibility of the Governors.    The Local 
Authority (LA) application form must be completed and returned to the LA by the closing 
date.  On-line LA application can also be made.   
 
Where applications for admission exceed the number of places available, all applications will be 
considered equally and the following criteria will be applied at the closing date for applications, 
Midnight, Saturday 31 October 2015, in the order set out below, to decide which children to 
admit.   
 

1. ‘Looked after children and previously looked after children’:  this is defined as a 
boy who is in the care of a local authority or provided with accommodation by that 
authority or who was previously looked after, but ceased to be so because they 
were adopted, became subject to a Child arrangement order or special 
guardianship order (see Section 22 of the Children Act 1989). 

 
2. Where the boy has a brother or sister, half brother or half sister, or step brother or 

step sister living at the same address and currently attending Beechen Cliff 
School.   

 
3. Sons of members of staff who have been employed at the school for 2 years 

 
4. Up to 12 places to be allocated on the basis of sporting excellence*  

 
 5. Within the Bath City Boundary after the allocation of places under criteria 1 to 4, 

40% of the remaining places will be allocated to boys living to the north and 40% 
to boys living to the south of the River Avon.‡  If there is an uneven number of 
places available, the additional place will be allocated to the side of the river 
having most applicants.  Any places not filled by those living on one side of the 
river will be transferred to the other. 

 
6.        20% of remaining places will be allocated to boys living beyond the Bath City 

boundary’.‡ 
 
*A completed Sporting Excellence Form (available from the school or its website) from the 
applicant’s primary or prep school or from the coaching staff of a club will be required for an 
applicant to be considered under this criterion. Assessments will also be made of applicants 
during November, 2015 - the date will be notified to the applicants under this criterion. 

 
‡ Those living closer to the School, as measured in a direct line from the address point of the 
boy’s home address (including flats) to the address point of Beechen Cliff School, will be 
accorded higher priority within each geographical area (i.e., 40% BA1, 40% BA2 and 20% 
beyond the Bath City Boundary). Measurements will be determined using the Local Authority’s 
GIS computerised mapping system. 



 

 

The Local Authority do not hold a map showing the Bath City Boundary, but this is available for 
parents to view at the school. 
 
Multiple births – In the event of one place remaining for offer, the school would admit over the 
admission number to ensure that the siblings were able to be educated at the same school.  If a 
place would be available for a sibling in Hayesfield (multiple births only), then a place would be 
offered over the number to ensure that the siblings were educated at schools conveniently 
situated. 
 
To be considered under the above criteria parents/carers must have named the school as a 
preference.  Under the above criteria all preferences are considered equally.  If a pupil qualifies 
for more than one school they will be offered their highest preference as stated on their 
application form. This includes the higher preference between a boarding and day place if 
both applied for. 
 
Please note that the home address is the address at which the prospective pupil normally 
resides, at the time of application.  The School reserves the right to seek verification of this 
address.  The School retains the right to withdraw the offer of a place, if it has been made on 
the basis of false or misleading information. 
 
Waiting Lists    
 
A waiting list will be kept for one year in accordance with the above criteria, maintaining the 
40% BA1, 40% BA2 and 20% beyond the Bath City Boundary divides, i.e. if a place becomes 
available in BA1, the next boy on the waiting list in that category will be allocated the place; 
BA2, the next boy on the waiting list in that category and beyond the Bath City Boundary, the 
next boy on the waiting list in that category. 
 
Late Applications 
 
Late applications will be made via the Local Authority who will inform the School after all on-time 
applications have been made.  Late applications will then be admitted, if there is a place, or 
added to the waiting list in criteria order. 
 
There is a different procedure for the admission to school for children with Statements of 
Special Educational Needs: it is administered by the Local Authority (LA) in whose area the 
family lives.  The LA is responsible for issuing the Statement and consulting parents and the 
Governing Body of Beechen Cliff School, before the School is named in the Statement. If the 
School is named in the statement, the child will be admitted. 
 



 

 

Appendix 4 Admission Criteria: Day Students – Sixth Form 
 
There is collaboration between Beechen Cliff, Hayesfield and Ralph Allen which enables 
students at both schools the opportunity to study a wider choice of subjects and options across 
the three institutions. 
 
The intended total admission number for the Lower Sixth Form is 160.  This number will be 
made up with regard to the following criteria:- 
 
Boys from Beechen Cliff School with the minimum entry requirement for AS levels of 5 GCSE 
passes at Grade C or above including English and Mathematics will have priority for the places 
available.* 
 
Priority One 
 
‘Looked after children and previously looked after children’:  this is defined as a boy or girl who 
is in the care of a Local Authority or provided with accommodation by that authority or who was 
previously looked after, but ceased to be so because they were adopted, became subject to a 
residence order or special guardianship order (see Section 22 of the Children Act 1989).  
 
Priority Two 
 
Boys or girls from other schools (at least 20 places). Those potential Sixth Form students will be 
able to take up the remaining places in the Lower Sixth.  Potential AS level Sixth Form students 
will be ranked according to predicted GCSE performance.  The minimum expectation is that the 
candidates will achieve 5 GCSE passes at Grade C or above including English and 
Mathematics.* 
__________ 
*Prospective students should have regard to the Sixth Form prospectus to ascertain the 
particular subject requirements. 
 
NOTE 
In February 2016 all applicants will receive notification of provisional places or their place on the 
waiting list.  Final confirmation of places will take place in August 2016 following the confirmed 
results at GCSE. 
 
Appeals 
In the event of a place not being offered at Beechen Cliff Sixth Form, the candidate has the right 
of appeal to the Governing Admissions group. 
 
 



 

 

Appendix 5 Admission Criteria: Boarding Pupils – Year 7 
 
These criteria apply for Year 7 boarding places.  Up to 4 places may be taken by boarders in 
Year 7, subject to availability. 
 
Where applications for admission exceed the number of places available, all applications will be 
considered equally and the following criteria will be applied at the closing date for applications, 
Midnight, Saturday 31 October 2015, in the order set out below, to decide which children to 
admit.   
 

1. ‘Looked after children and previously looked after children’:  this is defined as a boy 
who is in the care of a local authority or provided with accommodation by that 
authority or who was previously looked after, but ceased to be so because they were 
adopted, became subject to a residence order or special guardianship order (see 
Section 22 of the Children Act 1989). 
Pursuant of their responsibilities under the Children Act 1989, the Governors will not 
admit pupils who cannot satisfy them that they are suitable for boarding whether or 
not they are looked after by a local authority or were previously looked after by a local 
authority. 

 
2. Where the pupil who satisfy the School that they have a significant degree of 

boarding need as defined in the School policy.  Within this category, priority is given 
to the children of members of HM Forces who are entitled to a Ministry of Defence 
subsidy for boarding places.  

 
3. Where the boy has a brother or sister, half brother or half sister, or step brother or 

step sister living at the same address and currently attending Beechen Cliff School.   
 

4. Sons of members of staff who are required to be resident on the School site for the 
better performance of their duties. 

 
5. Within the Bath City Boundary after the allocation of places under criteria 1 to 5, 40% 

of the remaining places will be allocated to boys living to the north and 40% to boys 
living to the south of the River Avon‡.  If there is an uneven number of places 
available, the additional place will be allocated to the side of the river having most 
applicants.  Any places not filled by those living on one side of the river will be 
transferred to the other 

 
6. 20% of remaining places will be allocated to boys living beyond the Bath City 

boundary’.‡ 
 
‡ Those living closer to the School, as measured in a direct line from the address point of the 
boy’s home address (including flats) to the address point of Beechen Cliff School, will be 
accorded higher priority within each geographical area (i.e., 40% BA1, 40% BA2 and 20% 
beyond the Bath City Boundary). Measurements will be determined using the Local Authority’s 
GIS computerised mapping system. 
The Local Authority do not hold a map showing the Bath City Boundary, but this is available for 
parents/carers to view at the school. 
 
Multiple births – In the event of one place remaining for offer, the School would admit over the 
number to ensure that the siblings were able to be educated at the same school.   
 



 

 

To be considered under the above criteria parents/carers must have named the School as a 
preference.  Under the above criteria all preferences are considered equally.  If a pupil qualifies 
for more than one school they will be offered their highest preference as stated on their 
application form.  This includes the higher preference between a boarding and day place if 
both applied for. 
 
Please note that the home address is the address at which the prospective pupil normally 
resides, at the time of application.  The School reserves the right to seek verification of this 
address.  The School retains the right to withdraw the offer of a place, if it has been made on 
the basis of false or misleading information. 
 
Waiting Lists    
 
A waiting list will be kept for one year in accordance with the above criteria, maintaining the 
40% BA1, 40% BA2 and 20% beyond the Bath City Boundary divides, i.e. if a place becomes 
available in BA1, the next boy on the waiting list in that category will be allocated the place; 
BA2, the next boy on the waiting list in that category and beyond the Bath City Boundary, the 
next boy on the waiting list in that category. 
 
Late Applications 
 
Late applications will be made via the Local Authority who will inform the School after all on-time 
applications have been made.  Late applications will then be admitted, if there is a place, or 
added to the waiting list in criteria order. 
 
There is a different procedure for the admission to school for children with Statements of 
Special Educational Needs: it is administered by the Local Authority (LA) in whose area the 
family lives.  The LA is responsible for issuing the Statement and consulting parents and the 
Governing Body of Beechen Cliff School, before the School is named in the Statement. If the 
School is named in the statement, the child will be admitted subject to suitability to boarding. 
 



 

 

Appendix 6 Admission Criteria: Sixth Form - Boarding 
 
The minimum entry requirement for AS levels is 5 GCSE passes at Grade C or above including 
English and Mathematics*. 
 
Where applications for admission exceed the number of places available, all applications will be 
considered equally and the following criteria will be applied at the closing date for applications, 
Midnight, Thursday 31 December 2015, in the order set out below, to decide which students 
to admit.   
 
Priority One 
 
‘Looked after children and previously looked after children’:  this is defined as a boy or girl who 
is in the care of a Local Authority or provided with accommodation by that authority or who was 
previously looked after, but ceased to be so because they were adopted, became subject to a 
residence order or special guardianship order (see Section 22 of the Children Act 1989).  
 
Pursuant of their responsibilities under the Children Act 1989, the Governors will not admit 
pupils who cannot satisfy them that they are suitable for boarding whether or not they are 
looked after by a local authority or were previously looked after by a local authority. 
 

Priority Two 
 
Where the pupil who satisfy the School that they have a significant degree of boarding need as 
defined in the School policy.  Within this category, priority is given to the children of members of 
HM Forces who are entitled to a Ministry of Defence subsidy for boarding places.  
 

Priority Three 
 
Boys who are transferring from a boarding place in Year 11 at Beechen Cliff School who have 
met the criteria. 
 
Priority Four 
 
Boys or girls from other schools.  Those potential Sixth Form students will be able to take up the 
remaining boarding  places in the Lower Sixth.  Potential AS level Sixth Form students will be 
ranked according to predicted GCSE performance. 
 

 
NOTE 
 
In February 2016 all applicants will receive notification of provisional places or their place on the 
waiting list.  Final confirmation of places will take place in August 2016 following the confirmed 
results at GCSE. 
 
*Prospective students should have regard to the Sixth Form prospectus to ascertain the 
particular subject requirements. 



 

 

Appendix 7 Admissions process flow 
chart



 

 

 


