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1 Introduction 

1.1 LUC was commissioned to identify landscape and visual issues in relation to 
three turbine sizes for areas with technical potential for producing energy 
from the wind in Bath and North East Somerset. This report has been 
commissioned as part of the evidence base for the Draft Core Strategy 
regarding environmental quality and responding to a changing climate. The 
purpose of this report is to help in developing renewable energy planning 
policy and to assist development control officers (and potentially applicants) 
dealing with wind energy development applications. 

1.2 This report uses the sites for technical potential contained in ‘Renewable 
Energy and Planning Research November 2010’ produced by CAMCO which 
were identified as part of their work to assess the potential for renewable 
energy in Bath and North East Somerset. The CAMCO report mapped areas 
of technical potential for three different sizes of turbine in Bath and North 
East Somerset: large (2.5MW, 135m to tip and 100m rotor diameter); 
medium (600kW, 61m to tip and 42m rotor diameter); and small (15kW, 
25m to tip and 12m rotor diameter). The report is on Bath and North East 
Somerset’s website1. 

1.3 This piece of work is based on the landscape sensitivity assessments for Bath 
and North East Somerset undertaken by LUC in 20102 which considered the 
relative sensitivity of Bath and North East Somerset’s landscapes to three 
scales of wind turbine: 

• small scale turbines (typically under 25m to blade tip, with typical 
rotor diameters up to 8m); 

• medium scale turbines (typically 25-95m to blade tip with rotor 
diameters up to approximately 68m3); 

• large scale turbines (typically 95-130m to blade tip with rotor 
diameters of up to approximately 94m). 

1.4 For each Landscape Character Area, this report: 

• identifies what the landscape sensitivity study suggests about landscape 
sensitivity to each scale of turbine in each LCA; 

• highlights key landscape and visual issues for sites within an LCA; 

• summarises the considerations that might be applicable for developing 
a turbine/ group of turbines of that scale in each collection of sites; 

                                            
1 Camco (2010) Renewable Energy and Planning Research – Update, November 2010 
[http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/SiteCollectionDocuments/Environment%20and%20Planning/Planning/Rene
wable%20Energy%20and%20Planning%20Research%20-%20November%202010.pdf, Accessed March-
June 2011] 
2 Land Use Consultants (2010) Landscape Sensitivity Analysis for Wind Energy Development in Bath 
and North East Somerset 
[http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/SiteCollectionDocuments/Environment%20and%20Planning/Landscape%20
Sensitivity%20Analysis%20for%20Wind%20Energy%20in%20Bath%20and%20North%20East%20Somers
et.pdf] 
3 Proportion is also an important consideration – short blades on a tall tower or long blades on a 
short tower may look unbalanced.  



 

Land Use Consultants 2  

• provides a summary of what types of wind energy development (if 
any) might be accommodated on sites, taking into account landscape 
character issues. 

1.5 A number of important points should be borne in mind concerning the scope 
and use of this report as follows: 

• the study is undertaken from the starting point that wind turbine 
applications are, and will continue to come forward within the district - 
it does not debate the merits of wind turbines vis a vis other forms of 
renewable energy development or offshore turbine development;  

• this study only considers broad landscape and visual considerations, 
clearly there are many other factors which will influence decisions, for 
example impacts on ecology and individual heritage assets;   

• the study provides strategic considerations at the landscape character 
area level - local variations in character will also need to be considered 
in relation to individual applications; 

• the study does not negate the need for detailed considerations of 
landscape and visual impact on a case-by-case basis in relation to an 
individual application or part of an environmental statement. 

1.6 Figures 1.1, 1.2 and 1.3 show Camco’s ‘areas with technical potential’ 
overlaid by landscape sensitivity maps.  
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Landscape Sensitivity Analysis
for Wind Energy Development
in B&NES

Figure 1.1 Sensitivity analysis and 
technical potential for large scale 
wind turbines 

Please note: This map should be read in conjunction
with the sensitivity analysis tables and guidance set 
out in the main report.

There is no defined mapped setting to the Bath 
World Heritage Site and therefore only the Green 
Hillsides aspect of the setting has been mapped. 
Any proposals will need to consider impact on the 
World Heritage Site Setting taking account of the 
Bath World Heritage Site Setting Study and the 
World Heritage Site Management Plan 2010 - 
2016.
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Landscape Sensitivity Analysis
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in B&NES

Figure 1.2 Sensitivity analysis and 
technical potential for medium scale 
wind turbines 

Please note: This map should be read in conjunction
with the sensitivity analysis tables and guidance set 
out in the main report.

There is no defined mapped setting to the Bath 
World Heritage Site and therefore only the Green 
Hillsides aspect of the setting has been mapped. 
Any proposals will need to consider impact on the 
World Heritage Site Setting taking account of the 
Bath World Heritage Site Setting Study and the 
World Heritage Site Management Plan 2010 - 
2016.
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Figure 1.3 Sensitivity analysis and 
technical potential for small scale 
wind turbines 

Please note: This map should be read in conjunction
with the sensitivity analysis tables and guidance set 
out in the main report.

There is no defined mapped setting to the Bath 
World Heritage Site and therefore only the Green 
Hillsides aspect of the setting has been mapped. 
Any proposals will need to consider impact on the 
World Heritage Site Setting taking account of the 
Bath World Heritage Site Setting Study and the 
World Heritage Site Management Plan 2010 - 
2016.
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2 Analysis of Areas with Technical Potential (by 

LCA) 

2.1 The following pages present an analysis of the areas with technical potential 
for large, medium and small turbines within each landscape character area.   

2.2 A ‘thumbnail’ map showing the location of each landscape character area in 
relation to areas with technical potential and key designations is included 
alongside each analysis.  These are also reproduced at a larger scale in 
Appendix 1.  The key for these maps is as follows: 
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LCA 1: THRUBWELL FARM PLATEAU 

 Large scale wind turbines 
2.3 The CAMCO report identifies no locations as being technically suitable for 

large scale wind turbines. 

 Medium scale wind turbines 
2.4 The CAMCO report identifies no locations as being technically suitable for 

medium scale wind turbines. 

 Small scale wind turbines 
2.5 The CAMCO report identifies no locations as being technically suitable for 

small scale wind turbines.
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LCA 2: CHEW VALLEY 

 Large scale wind turbines 

 
 
2.6 The CAMCO report identifies 12 small discrete locations within the LCA, 

and a further seven locations which cross boundaries with adjacent LCA’s, as 
being technically suitable for large scale wind turbines. 

2.7 LUC’s landscape sensitivity assessment (2010)4 identifies this LCA as having a 
high sensitivity to large scale commercial wind turbines and this sensitivity 
rating applies to all sites identified by CAMCO.   

2.8 The key landscape attributes of this LCA that could be sensitive to wind 
energy development are: 

• the intimate tributary valleys and well-wooded slopes; 

• the historic settlements and vernacular architecture, especially areas 
with conservation designation; 

• the historic field patterns, species-rich hedgerows and sunken lanes; 

• the hedgerow trees, tree belts and woodlands; 

• historic skyline features including the bridge at Pensford and 
Marksbury church tower. 

                                            
4 Land Use Consultants (2010) Landscape Sensitivity Analysis for Wind Energy Development in Bath 
and North East Somerset 
[http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/SiteCollectionDocuments/Environment%20and%20Planning/Landscape%20
Sensitivity%20Analysis%20for%20Wind%20Energy%20in%20Bath%20and%20North%20East%20Somers
et.pdf] 
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• views that are integral to the character of the conservation areas of 
Chew Magna, Chew Stoke, Keynsham, Pensford, Stanton Drew and 
Woollard;  

• the high levels of tranquillity away from the main roads; 

• the special qualities of the Mendip Hills AONB, particularly the area’s 
hedges, the views within the area, the Chew Valley Lake, and the sense of 
tranquillity. 

2.9 Some of the areas identified by CAMCO include tributary valleys and some 
cover areas of woodland along the valley sides.   

2.10 Three areas are located within the Mendip Hills AONB, and one other lies 
directly adjacent to this AONB boundary - these sites are likely to have a 
higher sensitivity than sites outside the AONB and impacts on natural beauty 
and the special qualities of the AONB as listed in the AONB Management 
Plan will therefore be a key consideration in these areas. In addition, large 
turbines in any of these areas are likely to be visible from both the Mendip 
Hills AONB and Cotswolds AONB.  

2.11 Part of one area with technical potential is located in the visual envelope of 
views from Twerton Round Hill, and impact of development on this view and 
its significance (as recorded in the Bath World Heritage Site setting study) 
will be a key consideration for any development in this area. 

2.12 The majority of the potential areas are located within 3km of one or more 
conservation areas (Chew Magna, Chew Stoke, Keynsham, Pensford, Stanton 
Drew, Woollard, Queen Charlton, Keynsham, Hinton Blewett, West 
Harptree, and East Harptree.), and are therefore impacts on views which are 
integral to the character of these conservation areas will therefore be an 
important consideration for development in these areas.  

2.13 One area is within 1km of Marksbury church tower, and another seven within 
3km.  Eight areas are also within 3km of the bridge at Pensford.  Impacts on 
these important historic skyline features is therefore a key consideration for 
development in these sites.  Part of one potential area is also located within 
Stowey House historic park/garden, with another area is located within 1km. 
Seven sites are also located within 1km of Hunscrete House historic 
park/garden. Impacts on the reasons for which these landscapes are 
designated will be a key consideration in these areas.  

2.14 Other issues for this LCA will include potential visual impact on local 
residents and recreational users of local footpaths cycle routes and 
parking/picnic sites, particularly along the Chew Valley Lake. Several of the 
sites lie adjacent or close to one or more long distance footpaths (Three 
Peaks Walk, Two Rivers Way, and Monarch’s Way). Impacts on views from 
these locations will be an important consideration. 

2.15 It is likely that large scale turbines (up to 135m to tip and 100m rotor 
diameter) will appear 'out of scale' with the landscape when viewed from 
within this LCA.  However, if development of large scale turbines takes place 
on these sites, the following considerations should be taken into account: 

• Locate turbines away from narrow tributary valleys. 
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• Ensure tracks associated with development do not damage rural 
sunken lanes, or erode historic field patterns.  

• Ensure hedgerows are replaced if they are affected by development. 

• Ensure ancillary features match the local vernacular where appropriate 
e.g. ensure substation buildings blend with existing buildings in the landscape. 

• Protect trees and woodlands (particularly native deciduous 
woodlands) from the impacts of development. 

• Ensure larger houses and churches continue to form distinctive skyline 
features. 

• Protect high levels of tranquillity away from main roads. 

• The south-east edge of the area lies within the Mendip Hills AONB 
which is protected for its special qualities.  Ensure wind turbines do not 
adversely affect the special qualities of the AONB which are set out in the 
AONB Management Plan, particularly the intact hedges and views to the 
Mendips. 

• Consider views from the Mendip Hills AONB when siting wind energy 
developments – aim for a balanced composition that is in scale with the 
landscape. 

• Seek to protect views that are integral to the character of the 
conservation areas of Chew Magna, Chew Stoke, Keynsham, Pensford, 
Stanton Drew and Woollard. 

• Seek to protect the understanding and appreciation of historic 
landmarks. 

• Seek to minimise visual impact on local residents and recreational 
users of local footpaths and parking/picnic sites. 
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 Medium scale wind turbines 

 
 
2.16 The CAMCO report identifies 19 discrete locations within the LCA, and a 

further 9 areas crossing boundaries with adjacent LCA’s, as being technically 
suitable for medium scale wind turbines.  

2.17 LUC’s landscape sensitivity assessment (2010) identifies this LCA as having a 
moderate-high sensitivity to medium scale wind turbines and this 
sensitivity rating applies to all sites identified by CAMCO.   

2.18 The key landscape attributes that could be sensitive to wind energy 
development are as above (para. 2.8). 

2.19 Some of the areas identified by CAMCO include tributary valleys and some 
cover areas of woodland along the valley sides.   

2.20 Eight areas are located within the Mendip Hills AONB, and one other lies 
directly adjacent to the AONB boundary – these sites are likely to have a 
higher sensitivity than sites outside the AONB and impacts on natural beauty 
and the special qualities of the AONB as listed in the AONB Management 
Plan will therefore be a key consideration in these areas. In addition, medium 
sized turbines in any of these areas are likely to be visible from both the 
Mendip Hills AONB and the Cotswolds AONB.   

2.21 Part of one area with technical potential is located in the visual envelope of 
views from Twerton Round Hill, and impact of development on this view and 
its significance (as recorded in the Bath World Heritage Site setting study) 
will be a key consideration for any development in this area. 

2.22 13 sites are within 500m of a conservation area (Chew Magna, Chew Stoke, 
Keynsham, Pensford, Stanton Drew and Woollard). Most sites of technical 
potential are within 2km of a conservation area (Chew Magna, Chew Stoke, 
Keynsham, Pensford, Stanton Drew, Woollard, Queen Charlton, Keynsham, 
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Hinton Blewett, West Harptree, East Harptree, Ubley and Compton Martin), 
with the exception of some sites in the south east. Therefore impacts on 
views which are integral to the character of these conservation areas will be 
an important consideration for development in these areas 

2.23 One site is within 1km of Marksbury church tower, one site lies within 500m 
of the bridge at Pensford and at least another ten sites are within 2km of this 
landmark. Impacts on these important historic skyline features is therefore of 
key consideration. One potential area is also located within Stowey House 
historic/garden, and another is within 500m, another site lies within 
Hunscrete House historic park/garden, and two further sites within 500m. 
Three sites are within 500mof Sutton Court historic park/garden. Impacts on 
the reasons for which these landscapes are designated will be a key 
consideration in these areas.  

2.24 Other issues for this LCA will include potential visual impact on local 
residents and recreational users of local footpaths cycle routes and 
parking/picnic sites, particularly along the Chew Valley Lake. Several of the 
sites lie adjacent or close to one or more long distance footpaths (Three 
Peaks Walk, Two Rivers Way, and Monarch’s Way). Impacts on views from 
these locations will be an important consideration. 

2.25 It will be important that turbines do not dominate the human scale and 
complexity of the landscape and.  It is possible that this landscape could 
accommodate a small number of well sited medium scale turbines, perhaps 
within the broader central Chew Valley. However, if development of medium 
scale turbines takes place on these sites, the consideration in para. 2.15 above 
should be taken into account. 

 Small scale wind turbines 
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2.26 The CAMCO report identifies most of the LCA as being technically suitable 
for small scale wind turbines. 

2.27 The landscape sensitivity assessment identifies this LCA as having a 
moderate sensitivity to small scale turbines.   

2.28 The key landscape attributes that could be sensitive to wind energy 
development are as above (para. 2.8). 

2.29 Some of the areas identified by CAMCO include tributary valleys and wooded 
valley sides. 

2.30 A significant area of land identified by CAMCO lies within, or directly 
adjacent to the Mendip Hills AONB - these sites are likely to have a higher 
sensitivity than sites outside the AONB and impacts on natural beauty and 
the special qualities of the AONB as listed in the AONB Management Plan 
will therefore be a key consideration in these areas. 

2.31 Part of two areas with technical potential are located in the visual envelope of 
views from Twerton Round Hill, and impact of development on this view and 
its significance (as recorded in the Bath World Heritage Site setting study) 
will be a key consideration for any development in this area. 

2.32 Many of the sites in the north lie relatively close to one or more of the 
conservation areas within this LCA (Chew Magna, Chew Stoke, Keynsham, 
Pensford, Stanton Drew and Woollard). Therefore impacts on views which 
are integral to the character of these conservation areas will be an important 
consideration for development in these areas. 

2.33 Some sites lie close to Marksbury church tower, and the bridge at Pensford. 
Impacts on the reasons for which these landscapes are designated will be a 
key consideration in these areas. Some sites are also located within, or abut, 
locally designated historic parks/gardens at Stowey House, Hunscrete House 
and Sutton Court. Impacts on the reasons for which these landscapes are 
designated will be a key consideration in these areas.  

2.34 Other issues for this LCA will include potential visual impact on local 
residents and recreational users of local footpaths cycle routes and 
parking/picnic sites, particularly along the Chew Valley Lake. Several of the 
sites lie adjacent or close to one or more long distance footpaths (Three 
Peaks Walk, Two Rivers Way, and Monarch’s Way). Impacts on views from 
these locations will be an important consideration. 

2.35 It is possible that small scale turbines could be accommodated within this 
LCA. The landscape sensitivity assessment indicates that the complex 
landscape pattern, small-scale fields, numerous trees and small woods, local 
historic parks, intimate tributary valleys and high levels of tranquillity all 
increase sensitivity to the development of wind energy. However, the human 
scale and complexity of the landscape would be affected less by smaller scale 
turbines, and therefore sensitivity decreases for smaller scale turbines. 
Although this landscape may be able to accommodate limited wind energy 
development, the landscape would become progressively more sensitive to 
development of a large number of turbines. If development of small scale 
turbines takes place on these sites, the considerations in para. 2.15 above 
should be taken into account. 
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 Summary of Landscape and Visual Implications for LCA2 
2.36 It is likely that only small scale turbines could be accommodated within this 

LCA, due to the human scale and complexity of the landscape (possibly with a 
small number of medium scale turbines, outside the AONB, where these may 
be deemed to be preferable to development of a larger number of smaller 
turbines).  
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LCA 3: UPPER CHEW AND YEO VALLEYS 

 Large scale wind turbines 

 
 
2.37 The CAMCO report identifies three small discrete locations within the LCA 

as being technically suitable for large scale wind turbines. 

2.38 This landscape sensitivity assessment identifies this LCA as having a high 
sensitivity to large scale commercial wind turbines and this sensitivity rating 
applies to all sites identified by CAMCO.   

2.39 The key landscape attributes that could be sensitive to wind energy 
development are: 

• the historic field patterns, hedgerows and drove roads; 

• the historic settlements and vernacular architecture; 

• the hedgerow trees and tree-belts, including the tree-lined River Yeo; 

• the larger houses and churches forming distinctive skyline features; 

• the high levels of tranquillity away from the main roads; 

• the special qualities of the Mendip Hills AONB, particularly the area’s 
hedges, the views within the area, and the Chew Valley and Blagdon Lakes. 

• important views that are integral to the character of the conservation 
areas of Compton Martin, East Harptree, Ubley and West Harptree; 

2.40 All potential areas are located entirely within the Mendip Hills AONB - 
impacts on natural beauty and the special qualities of the AONB as listed in 
the AONB Management Plan will therefore be a key consideration in these 
areas.  
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2.41 Two sites are within 1km of a conservation area (Compton Martin, East 
Harptree, Ubley, Chew Stoke, and West Harptree).  All areas of technical 
potential lie within 3km of one or more conservation areas (Compton 
Martin, East Harptree, Ubley, Chew Stoke, West Harptree, Chew Magna, and 
Hinton Blewett).  Therefore impacts on views which are integral to the 
character of these conservation areas will be an important consideration for 
development in these areas. 

2.42 One site is within 1km of Harptree Court, locally designated historic 
park/garden, and therefore impacts on the reasons for which this landscape is 
designated will be a key consideration in this area. 

2.43 Other issues for this LCA will include potential visual impact on recreational 
users of local footpaths, cycle routes and parking/picnic sites, and bird 
watching areas, particularly along the Chew Valley Lake and Blagdon Lake. 
Two of the sites lie within 500m of a long distance footpath (Three Peaks 
Walk and Monarch’s Way). Impacts on views from these locations will be an 
important consideration. 

2.44 It is likely that large scale turbines (up to 135m to tip and 100m rotor 
diameter) will appear 'out of scale' with the landscape when viewed from 
within this LCA.  However, if development of large scale turbines takes place 
on these sites, the following considerations should be taken into account: 

• Ensure tracks associated with development do not damage rural 
sunken lanes, or erode historic field patterns.  

• Ensure hedgerows are replaced if they are affected by development. 

• Ensure ancillary features match the local vernacular where appropriate 
e.g. ensure substation buildings blend with existing buildings in the landscape. 

• Protect trees and woodlands from the impacts of development 

• Ensure larger houses and churches continue to form distinctive skyline 
features. 

• Protect high levels of tranquillity away from main roads. 

• Ensure wind turbines do not adversely affect the special qualities of 
the AONB which are set out in the AONB Management Plan, particularly the 
intact hedges and views to the Mendips. 

• Consider views from the Mendip Hills AONB when siting wind energy 
developments – aim for a balanced composition that is in scale with the 
landscape. 

• Seek to preserve important views that are integral to the character of 
the conservation areas of Compton Martin, East Harptree, Ubley and West 
Harptree. 
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 Medium scale wind turbines 

 
 
2.45 The CAMCO report identifies seven discrete locations within the LCA as 

being technically suitable for medium scale wind turbines, and a further 2 
locations which cross boundaries with adjacent LCA’s. 

2.46 This landscape sensitivity assessment identifies this LCA as having a 
moderate-high sensitivity to medium scale wind turbines and this 
sensitivity rating applies to all sites identified by CAMCO.   

2.47 The key landscape attributes that could be sensitive to wind energy 
development are as above (para. 2.39). 

2.48 Some areas are located on more significant slopes, particularly in the south, 
and some areas identified are tributary valleys. Three areas lie alongside the 
Chew Valley Lake, and two close to Blagdon Lake.   

2.49 All potential areas are located entirely within the Mendip Hills AONB - these 
sites are likely to have a higher sensitivity than sites outside the AONB and 
impacts on natural beauty and the special qualities of the AONB as listed in 
the AONB Management Plan will therefore be a key consideration in these 
areas. In addition, medium turbines in any of these areas are likely to be 
visible from the Cotswolds AONB.   

2.50 Nine sites are within 1km of a conservation area (Compton Martin, East 
Harptree, Ubley, West Harptree and Chew Stoke).  All areas of technical 
potential lie within 2km of one or more conservation areas (Compton 
Martin, East Harptree, Ubley, Chew Stoke, West Harptree, and Hinton 
Blewett).  Therefore impacts on views which are integral to the character of 
these conservation areas will be an important consideration for development 
in these areas.  
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2.51 Four sites are within 500m of locally designated historic parks/gardens 
(Harptree Court, Gournay Court, Eastwood Manor and Eastwood Manor 
Farm), and six sites are within 1km. Impacts on the reasons for which this 
landscape are designated will therefore be a key consideration in these areas. 

2.52 Other issues for this LCA will include potential visual impact on recreational 
users of local footpaths, cycle routes and parking/picnic sites, and bird 
watching areas, particularly along the Chew Valley Lake and Blagdon Lake. 
Many cross or lie close to a long distance footpath (Three Peaks Walk and 
Monarch’s Way). Impacts on views from these locations will be an important 
consideration. 

2.53 It will be important that turbines do not dominate the human scale and 
complexity of the landscape. However, this landscape may be able to 
accommodate limited wind energy development, and it may be more 
desirable to have fewer well sited medium turbines rather than a greater 
number of smaller turbines to reduce clutter. However, the sensitivity of this 
LCA to medium scale turbines is still moderate-high and therefore if 
development of medium scale turbines takes place on any of these sites, the 
considerations in para. 2.44 above should be taken into account. 

 Small scale wind turbines 

 
 
2.54 The CAMCO report identifies approximately one third of the LCA as being 

technically suitable for small scale wind turbines. 

2.55 This landscape sensitivity assessment identifies this LCA as having a 
moderate sensitivity to small scale turbines and this sensitivity rating 
applies to all sites identified by CAMCO.   

2.56 The key landscape attributes that could be sensitive to wind energy 
development are as above (para. 2.39). 
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2.57 Some areas are located on more significant slopes, particularly in the south, 
and some areas identified are river valleys. A significant area identified by 
CAMCO runs alongside Blagdon Lake, and two areas lie close to Chew Valley 
Lake.   

2.58 All potential areas are located entirely within the Mendip Hills AONB- these 
sites are likely to have a higher sensitivity than sites outside the AONB and 
impacts on natural beauty and the special qualities of the AONB as listed in 
the AONB Management Plan will therefore be a key consideration in these 
areas. In addition, medium turbines in any of these areas are likely to be 
visible from the Cotswolds AONB.   

2.59 A number of sites are within 500m of a conservation area (the Compton 
Martin, East Harptree, Ubley and West Harptree). Therefore impacts on 
views which are integral to the character of these conservation areas will be 
an important consideration for development in these areas. 

2.60 Part of one site lies within locally designated historic parks/gardens (Harptree 
Court, Eastwood Manor and Eastwood Manor Farm), and a further three 
sites are within 500m of Harptree Court, Gournay Court, Eastwood Manor 
and Eastwood Manor Farm. Impacts on the reasons for which this landscape 
are designated will therefore be a key consideration in these areas. 

2.61 Other issues for this LCA will include potential visual impact on recreational 
users of local footpaths, cycle routes and parking/picnic sites, and bird 
watching areas, particularly along the Chew Valley Lake and Blagdon Lake. 
Two sites cross a long distance footpath (Three Peaks Walk and Monarch’s 
Way). Impacts on views from these locations will be an important 
consideration. 

2.62 It is possible that small scale turbines could be accommodated within this 
LCA.  The landscape sensitivity assessment indicates that the historic 
settlements of traditional vernacular, presence of human scale features, 
localised irregular field patterns, high levels of tranquillity and special qualities 
associated with the AONB (particularly the area’s hedges, the lakes and views 
to the Mendips), all increase sensitivity to the development of wind energy. 
However, the human scale and complexity of the landscape would be affected 
less by smaller scale turbines, and therefore sensitivity decreases for smaller 
scale turbines. Although this landscape may be able to accommodate limited 
wind energy development, the landscape would become progressively more 
sensitive to development of a large number of turbines. It may be more 
desirable to have fewer large or medium turbines rather than a greater 
number of small turbines to reduce visual clutter.  However, if development 
of small scale turbines takes place on these sites, the above considerations 
should be taken into account (para. 2.43). 

 Summary of Landscape and Visual Implications for LCA3 
2.63 It is likely that only small scale turbines could be accommodated within this 

LCA, due to the human scale and complexity of the landscape and the 
presence of AONB designation.
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LCA 4: MENDIP SLOPES 

 Large scale wind turbines 
2.64 The CAMCO report identifies no locations as being technically suitable for 

large scale wind turbines. 

 Medium scale wind turbines 

 
 
2.65 The CAMCO report identifies nine discrete locations within the LCA, as 

being technically suitable for medium scale wind turbines. 

2.66 The landscape sensitivity assessment identifies this LCA as having a 
moderate-high sensitivity to medium scale commercial wind turbines and 
this sensitivity rating applies to all sites identified by CAMCO.   

2.67 The key landscape attributes that could be sensitive to wind energy 
development are: 

• Small scale, complex landform and prominent skylines; 

• the historic field patterns, hedgerows, dry stone walls and sunken 
lanes and drove roads; 

• the scattered farms and hamlets and their vernacular architecture, 
especially within Compton Martin conservation area; 

• the hedgerow trees and significant woodlands; 

• the high levels of tranquillity; 

• the special qualities of the Mendip Hills AONB, namely the area’s 
steep craggy slopes, flower-rich grasslands and wooded combes, hedges and 
dry stone walls, and the views out of and within the area. 
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• notable views from Compton Martin conservation area; 

2.68 All potential areas are located entirely within the Mendip Hills AONB - 
impacts on natural beauty and the special qualities of the AONB as listed in 
the AONB Management Plan will therefore be a key consideration.  Extensive 
views are also likely from across the Chew Valley. 

2.69 Two sites are within 500m of Compton Martin and East Harptree 
conservation area, with all sites of technical potential within 2km of one or 
more conservation areas (Compton Martin, East Harptree, West Harptree 
and Ubley).  Therefore impacts on views which are integral to the character 
of this conservation area will be an important consideration for development 
in these areas. 

2.70 One area is located within 500m of Richmont Castle scheduled monument, 
therefore the impacts on the reasons why this historic feature is designated 
will be a key consideration. 

2.71 Other issues will include potential visual impact on local residents, particularly 
in Compton Martin, East Harptree, Ubley and West Harptree, which at 
present have a strong visual connection with the Mendip slopes.  In addition, 
potential visual impacts are likely for recreational users of local footpaths, and 
parking/picnic sites – particularly the long distance footpaths of the Monarch’s 
Way and Limestone Link (two sites lie within 500m of these footpaths).  

2.72 LUC’s landscape sensitivity assessment (2010)5 indicates that sensitivity is 
likely to be higher on the steeper slopes and in the intimate wooded combes 
and slightly lower on the gentler slopes with more regular field patterns.   
However, the whole area is pretty highly sensitive, and the sensitivity of this 
LCA to medium scale turbines is still moderate-high, therefore, if 
development of medium scale turbines takes place on these sites, the 
following considerations should be taken into account: 

• Locate turbines away from the prominent scarp edge and complex 
landform of the combes. 

• Ensure tracks associated with development do not damage rural 
sunken lanes, or erode historic field patterns.  

• Ensure hedgerows and dry stone walls are replaced if they are affected 
by development. 

• Ensure ancillary features match the local vernacular where appropriate 
e.g. ensure any ancillary development blends with existing built development 
in the landscape. 

• Protect trees and woodlands from the impacts of development, 
especially ancient woodlands. 

• Protect high levels of tranquillity throughout the area. 

                                            
5 Land Use Consultants (2010) Landscape Sensitivity Analysis for Wind Energy Development in Bath 
and North East Somerset 
[http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/SiteCollectionDocuments/Environment%20and%20Planning/Landscape%20
Sensitivity%20Analysis%20for%20Wind%20Energy%20in%20Bath%20and%20North%20East%20Somers
et.pdf] 
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• Ensure wind turbines do not adversely affect the special qualities of 
the AONB which are set out in the AONB Management Plan, particularly the 
area’s steep craggy slopes, flower-rich grasslands, wooded combes, hedges 
and dry stone walls.   

• If wind energy development is considered appropriate, consider views 
towards the Mendip Hills AONB when siting wind energy developments – 
aim for a balanced composition that is in scale with the landscape. 

• Seek to preserve notable views from Compton Martin conservation 
area that are integral to its character. 

 Small scale wind turbines 

 
 
2.73 The CAMCO report identifies approximately half of the LCA as being 

technically suitable for small scale wind turbines. 

2.74 This landscape sensitivity assessment identifies this LCA as having a 
moderate-high sensitivity to small scale turbines and this sensitivity rating 
applies to all sites identified by CAMCO.   

2.75 The key landscape attributes that could be sensitive to wind energy 
development are as above (para. 2.68).  

2.76 All potential areas are located entirely within the Mendip Hills AONB - 
impacts on natural beauty and the special qualities of the AONB as listed in 
the AONB Management Plan will therefore be a key consideration in these 
areas.  Extensive views are also likely from across the Chew Valley. 

2.77 Many areas of technical potential lie within 1km of a conservation area 
(Compton Martin, East Harptree, West Harptree and Ubley).  Therefore on 
views which are integral to the character of these conservation areas will be 
an important consideration for development in these areas. 
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2.78 Three areas are located within 500m of Richmont Castle English Heritage 
scheduled monument, therefore the impacts on the reasons why this historic 
feature is designated will be a key consideration. 

2.79 Other issues will include potential visual impact on local residents, which at 
present have a strong visual connection with the Mendip slopes.  In addition, 
potential visual impacts are likely for recreational users of local footpaths, and 
parking/picnic sites – particularly the long distance footpaths of the Monarch’s 
Way and Limestone Link which cross or lie close to some of the potential 
sites. 

2.80 It is possible that small scale wind turbines could be could technically be 
accommodated within this landscape. The presence of large modern barns 
and some modern development lowers sensitivity to small scale wind energy 
development to some extent. The prominent skyline, presence of the historic 
settlements of traditional vernacular, the hedgerow trees and large areas of 
ancient woodland, the rural lanes and drove roads, the irregular field patterns 
and complex landform, the high levels of tranquillity and the special qualities 
of the Mendip Hills AONB (particularly the steep craggy slopes, flower-rich 
grasslands, wooded combes, hedges and dry stone walls, and views out of and 
within the area) all increase sensitivity to development.  The human scale 
features and complexity of the landscape would be affected less by smaller 
scale turbines, therefore sensitivity decreases for smaller scale turbines. 
However, if development of small scale turbines takes place on these sites, 
the considerations in para. 2.72 should be taken into account. 

 Summary of Landscape and Visual Implications for LCA 4 
2.81 It is likely that only small scale turbines could be accommodated within this 

LCA, located in relation to existing farm buildings and in accordance with the 
considerations set out above.  
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LCA 5: DUNDRY PLATEAU 

 Large scale wind turbines 

 
 
2.82 The CAMCO report identifies five discrete locations (two very small) as 

being technically suitable for large scale wind turbines. 

2.83 This landscape sensitivity assessment identifies this LCA as having a 
moderate-high sensitivity to large scale commercial wind turbines.  The 
key landscape attributes that could be sensitive to wind energy development 
are: 

• the distinctive scarp landform of Maes Knoll and Dundry Hill and 
historic landmarks such as Maes Knoll Hill Fort and the Wansdyke linear 
earthwork; 

• the historic farmsteads and vernacular architecture, especially within 
Queen Charlton conservation area; 

• the historic field patterns, species-rich hedgerows and sunken lanes; 

• the church towers and Maes Knoll hill fort which form skyline features 
in views. 

• the remnant parkland around Norton Malreward Court. 

• important views from Queen Charlton conservation area. 

• Views from the Mendip Hills AONB. 

2.84 One of the areas identified by CAMCO occupies the slopes and top of the 
prominent landform that surrounds Maes Knoll and impact on the historic 
landmark of Maes Knoll Hillfort will be a particular consideration in this area. 
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2.85 Areas of technical potential are located within 5km of either the Mendip Hills 
AONB or the Cotwolds AONB, and large turbines in any of these areas are 
likely to be visible from one or both of these AONBs. Impacts on views from 
these landscapes and on the natural beauty and the special qualities of the 
AONB as listed in the AONB Management Plan will therefore be a 
consideration in these sites.  

2.86 Two sites are within 1km of Queen Charlton conservation area, and another 
site is within 1km of Chew Magna and Stanton drew conservation areas. All 
five sites lie within 3km of a conservation area (Queen Charlton, Chew 
Magna, Stanton Drew, Chew Stoke, Pensford, Woolland and Keynsham). 
Impacts on views which are integral to the character of this conservation area 
will therefore be an important consideration for development in these areas. 

2.87 One area abuts Maes Knoll hillfort and Northwick Deserted Medieval Village 
(both scheduled monuments), and is also within 500m of the Wansdyke linear 
earthwork, which lies east of Maes Knoll Camp.  Therefore impacts on these 
historic landmarks (and the reasons for which they have been designated) will 
be a key consideration if any development is proposed in this area. 

2.88 Two areas lie within 2km of the remnant parkland around Norton Malreward 
Court, and impacts on reasons for which this historic parkland has been 
designated will be an important consideration for these sites. 

2.89 Other issues will include potential visual impact on local residents, and for 
recreational users of local footpaths, for example the Three Peaks Way and 
the Community Forest Path which cross, or lie within 500m of, some of the 
sites.  

2.90 It is likely that large scale turbines would appear 'out of scale' with the 
landscape when viewed from within this LCA.  However, since the landform 
is generally large scale, turbines are not likely to dominate landform when 
viewed from a distance. The landscape sensitivity study indicates that the 
steep slopes and historic landmarks on Maes Knoll and Dundry Hill in the 
west have a higher sensitivity to wind energy development; while the 
generally flat land away from these areas have a slightly lower sensitivity to 
wind energy development.  If development of large scale turbines takes place 
on these sites, the following considerations should be taken into account: 

• Seek to protect the understanding and appreciation of historic 
landmarks such as Maes Knoll Hill Fort and the Wansdyke linear earthwork. 

• Ensure ancillary features match the local vernacular where appropriate 
e.g. ensure substation buildings blend with existing buildings in the landscape. 

• Ensure tracks associated with development do not damage rural 
sunken lanes, or eliminate historic field patterns.  

• Ensure species-rich hedgerows are replaced if they are affected by 
development. 

• Locate turbines away from church towers and Maes Knoll on key 
skylines. 

• Protect remnant parkland, including a number of giant redwood trees, 
around Norton Malreward Court. 
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• Seek to preserve important views from Queen Charlton conservation 
area that are integral to its character. 

• Consider views from Mendip Hills AONB when siting wind energy 
developments – aim for a balanced composition that is in scale with the 
landscape. 

 Medium scale wind turbines 

 
 
2.91 The CAMCO report identifies approximately one third of the LCA as being 

technically suitable for medium scale wind turbines. 

2.92 This landscape sensitivity assessment identifies this LCA as having a 
moderate sensitivity to medium scale wind turbines and this sensitivity 
rating applies to all sites identified by CAMCO.   

2.93 The key landscape attributes that could be sensitive to wind energy 
development are as above (para. 2.83). 

2.94 Some areas identified by CAMCO occupy the distinctive scarp landform of 
Maes Knoll, abutting the historic landmark of Maes Knoll Hill Fort and close 
to the Wansdyke linear earthwork – these areas will be more sensitive to 
wind energy development and impacts on these historic landmarks (and the 
reasons for which they have been designated) will be a key consideration if 
any development is proposed in this area. 

2.95 Most areas of technical potential are located within 5km of either the Mendip 
Hills AONB or the Cotwolds AONB, and medium turbines in any of these 
areas are likely to be visible from one or both of these AONB’s. Impacts on 
views from these landscapes and on the natural beauty and the special 
qualities of the AONB as listed in the AONB Management Plan will therefore 
be a consideration in these sites.  
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2.96 A relatively large site surrounds Queen Charlton conservation area, lying 
within 500m of the conservation area boundary. Several sites also lie within 
1km of Queen Charlton, Chew Magna, Stanton Drew, Pensford, and 
Woolland and under 2km from Keynsham conservation areas - impacts on 
views which are integral to the character of this conservation area will be an 
important consideration for development in these areas. 

2.97 A large area lies within 500m of the remnant parkland around Norton 
Malreward Court, and impacts on reasons for which this historic parkland has 
been designated will be an important consideration for this area. 

2.98 Other issues will include potential visual impact on local residents, and for 
recreational users of local footpaths, for example the Three Peaks Way and 
the Community Forest Path which cross, or lie within 500m of, some of the 
sites.  

2.99 This landscape may be able to accommodate some medium size turbines on 
the flatter land away from the steep slopes and historic landmarks on Maes 
Knoll and Dundry Hill as long as the considerations in para. 2.90 are taken 
into account. 

 Small scale wind turbines 

 
 
2.100 The CAMCO report identifies that most of this LCA is technically suitable for 

the development of small scale wind turbines.  This landscape sensitivity 
assessment identifies this LCA as having a moderate-low sensitivity to 
small scale wind turbines.   

2.101 The key landscape attributes that could be sensitive to wind energy 
development are as above (para. 2.83). 

2.102 Some areas identified by CAMCO occupy the distinctive scarp landform of 
Maes Knoll, abutting the historic landmark of Maes Knoll Hill Fort and close 
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to the Wansdyke linear earthwork – these areas will be more sensitive to 
wind energy development and impacts on these historic landmarks (and the 
reasons for which they have been designated) will be a key consideration if 
any development is proposed in this area. 

2.103 A relatively large site surrounds Queen Charlton conservation area, lying 
within 500m of the conservation area boundary.  Several sites also lie within 
1km of Queen Charlton, Chew Magna, Stanton Drew, Pensford, Woolland 
and Keynsham - impacts on views which are integral to the character of this 
conservation area will be an important consideration for development in 
these areas. 

2.104 Several areas lie within 500m of the remnant parkland around Norton 
Malreward Court, and impacts on reasons why this historic parkland is 
important will be considered. 

2.105 Other issues will include potential visual impact on local residents, and for 
recreational users of local footpaths, for example the Three Peaks Way and 
the Community Forest Path which cross some of the sites.  

2.106 This landscape may be able to accommodate some small turbines on the 
flatter land away from the steep slopes and historic landmarks on Maes Knoll 
and Dundry Hill as long as the considerations in para. 2.90 are taken into 
account. 

 Summary of Landscape and Visual Implications for LCA5 
2.107 It is likely that this LCA could accommodate some medium size, and possibly 

some turbines at the lower end of the larger size, on the flatter land away 
from the steep slopes and historic landmarks in the west, as well as small 
scale turbines, perhaps associated with existing buildings, as long as they are 
in accordance with the considerations for the LCA.  
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LCA 6: HINTON BLEWETT AND NEWTON ST LOE 
PLATEAU LANDS 

 Large scale wind turbine 

 
 
2.108 The CAMCO report identifies 14 discrete locations, within the LCA, and a 

further seven locations, which cross boundaries with the adjacent LCAs, as 
being technically suitable for large scale wind turbines. 

2.109 The landscape sensitivity assessment identifies the majority of this LCA as 
having a moderate-high sensitivity to large scale commercial wind 
turbines, with the ‘green hillsides’ that form part of the setting of the City of 
Bath World Heritage Site (WHS) having a high sensitivity. 

2.110 The key landscape attributes that could be sensitive to wind energy 
development are: 

• the complex landform, including steep valley slopes and the distinctive 
hills in the west 

• the historic settlements with vernacular architecture; 

• the hills and ridgelines that feature prominently in views from the Bath 
World Heritage Site; 

• Newton Park, a Grade II Registered Park and Garden; 

• areas of trees and woodland, including Greyfield and Stantonbury Hill 
Woods and along watercourses; 

• the historic landmarks such as Stantonbury Hillfort; 

• important views that are integral to the character of the conservation 
areas of Corston, Englishcombe, Hinton Blewett, Newton St.Loe and 
Timsbury; 
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• the tranquil character of the area. 

2.111 Some of the areas identified by CAMCO cover areas of complex landform, 
steep valley slopes, watercourses (the tree-lined Newton, Conygre and 
Corston Brooks), and areas of woodland, such as on Stantonbury Hill 
Woods.  However, they do not cover the distinctive hills in the west 
(Blackberry Hill/Barrow Hill). 

2.112 Part of one area is located within the Mendip Hills AONB – this site is likely 
to have a higher sensitivity than the sites outside the AONB and impacts on 
natural beauty and the special qualities of the AONB as listed in the AONB 
Management Plan will therefore be a key consideration in this site.  In 
addition, large turbines in any of these areas are likely to be visible from the 
both the Mendip Hills AONB and Cotswolds AONB. 

2.113 Five areas are located within the ‘green hillsides’ that form part of the setting 
of the City of Bath World Heritage Site (WHS) and these sites will have a 
high sensitivity to large scale turbines.  In addition, 11 sites fall within the 
areas visible from ‘significant viewpoints’ identified in the Bath World 
Heritage Site Setting Study (see LUC’s landscape sensitivity assessment 
(2010)6 Fig 3.3)7 – impacts on these views and their significance (as recorded 
in the Bath World Heritage Site setting study) will be a key consideration for 
any development in these areas. 

2.114 Five sites are located within 1km of a conservation area (Corston, 
Englishcombe, Hilton Blewett, and Newton St.Loe) and several more are 
located within 3km of a conservation area (Corston, Englishcombe, Hilton 
Blewett, Newton St.Loe, East Harptree, West Harptree, Timsbury, Combe 
Hay, South Stoke, Bath, Kelston, Saltford, Keynsham and Woollard). 
Therefore impacts on views that are integral to the character of these 
conservation areas will be an important consideration for development in 
these areas. 

2.115 Two areas identified by CAMCO abut Newton Park registered park/garden 
and one site lies within 1km of locally important park/garden (Kingswell 
House).  Impacts on the reasons for which these landscapes have been 
designated will be a key consideration in these areas. 

2.116 Five sites lie within 500m of the scheduled monuments of Stantonbury Camp, 
Wansdyke earthwork, and Newton St Loe Castle.  Impacts on Stantonbury 
Hillfort (and other hillforts) as a landmark features, and on the reasons for 
which these features have been designated will be a key consideration. 

                                            
6 Land Use Consultants (2010) Landscape Sensitivity Analysis for Wind Energy Development in Bath 
and North East Somerset 
[http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/SiteCollectionDocuments/Environment%20and%20Planning/Landscape%20
Sensitivity%20Analysis%20for%20Wind%20Energy%20in%20Bath%20and%20North%20East%20Somers
et.pdf] 
7 Six areas with technical potential and part of one area lie within the visual envelope of views from 
Beckford’s Tower; five sites and part of another two sites lie within the visual envelope of Twerton 
Round Hill; two sites and part of four other sites lie within the visual envelope of Sham Castle; two 
sites and part of two other areas lie within the visual envelope of Lansdown Cemetery; part of two 
areas of technical potential lie within the visual envelope of Prospect Stile; and part of one area of 
technical potential lie within the visual envelope of Lansdown Crescent, Alexandra Park and 
Newbridge Hill. 
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2.117 Other issues will include potential visual impact on local residents and 
recreational users of local and long distance footpaths, including the Three 
Peaks Way and the Limestone Link (which cross some areas).  

2.118 It is likely that large scale turbines will appear ‘out of scale’ due to the 
presence of human scale features, particularly in the valleys and on steeper 
slopes, and the scale of landform features (particularly the distinctive hills in 
the west).  The more gently-sloping plateaux tops have a larger scale.  

2.119 If development of large scale turbines takes place on any of these sites, the 
following considerations should be taken into account: 

• Locate wind turbines away from steep valley slopes and ensure 
turbines do not overwhelm the scale of the distinctive hills in the west. 

• Ensure ancillary features match the local vernacular where appropriate 
e.g. ensure substation buildings blend with existing buildings in the landscape. 

• Ensure tracks associated with development do not damage sunken 
green lanes, or eliminate historic field patterns.  

• Ensure hedgerows and walls are replaced if they are affected by 
development. 

• Locate any turbines away from the ‘green hillsides’ of the Bath World 
Heritage Site. 

• Seek to protect the special qualities of views identified in the World 
Heritage Site Setting Study, including those from the ‘key viewpoints’ of 
Prospect Stile, Lansdown Cemetery, Beckford’s Tower, Lansdown Crescent, 
Solsbury Hill, Alexandra Park, Twerton Round Hill, Old Newbridge Hill and 
Sham Castle.  

• Seek to protect other aspects of the setting of the World Heritage 
Site. 

• Consider views from the Mendip Hills and Cotswolds AONBs when 
siting wind energy developments – aim for a balanced composition that is in 
scale with the landscape. 

• Protect Newton Park from direct impacts of development. 

• Ensure wind energy development does not detract from noted views 
within the park (i.e. views of the summits that form the southern and western 
boundaries of the park). 

• Protect mature trees and woodlands from the impacts of 
development. 

• Seek to protect the appreciation and understanding of historic 
landmarks in the landscape including Stantonbury Hillfort. 

• Seek to preserve important views that are integral to the character of 
the conservation areas of Corston, Englishcombe, Hinton Blewett, Newton 
St.Loe and Timsbury. 

• Locate turbines away from the most tranquil areas - there may be 
more opportunities to accommodate turbines adjacent to large scale modern 
farm buildings. 



 

Land Use Consultants 29  

 Medium scale wind turbines 

 
 
2.120 The CAMCO report identifies 11 discrete locations within the LCA, and a 

further10 locations which cross boundaries with the adjacent LCAs, as being 
technically suitable for medium scale wind turbines. 

2.121 The landscape sensitivity assessment identifies the majority of this LCA as 
having a moderate sensitivity to medium scale wind turbines, with sites 
within the ‘green hillsides’ that form part of the setting of the City of Bath 
World Heritage Site (WHS) having a high sensitivity. 

2.122 The key landscape attributes that could be sensitive to wind energy 
development are as above (para. 2.110). 

2.123 Some of the areas identified by CAMCO occupy complex landform, steep 
valley slopes, cover watercourses (the tree-lined Cam, Newton, Conygre and 
Corston Brooks), and areas of woodland, such as on Grayfield Wood and 
Stantonbury Hill Woods.  However, they do not cover the distinctive hills in 
the west (Blackberry Hill/Barrow Hill). 

2.124 Part of four areas are located within the Mendip Hills AONB – these sites are 
likely to have a higher sensitivity than sites outside the AONB and impacts on 
natural beauty and the special qualities of the AONB as listed in the AONB 
Management Plan will be a key consideration in these areas. In addition, 
medium turbines in any of these areas are likely to be visible from the both 
the Mendip Hills AONB and Cotswolds AONB. 

2.125 A number of areas with technical potential are located within the ‘green 
hillsides’ that form part of the setting of the City of Bath World Heritage Site 
(WHS) and these sites will have a high sensitivity to medium scale turbines.  
In addition, many sites fall within areas visible from ‘significant viewpoints’ 
identified in the Bath World Heritage Site Setting Study (see LUC’s landscape 
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sensitivity assessment (2010)8 Fig 3.3)9 - impact of development on these 
views and its significance (as recorded in the Bath World Heritage Site setting 
study) will be a key consideration for any development in these areas. 

2.126 Many areas with technical potential are located within 1km of a conservation 
area (Corston, Englishcombe, Hilton Blewett, and Newton St.Loe) and 
several more are located within 2km of a conservation area (Corston, 
Englishcombe, Hilton Blewett, Newton St.Loe, East Harptree, Bath, Kelston, 
Saltford, Keynsham, Paulton and Timsbury). Therefore impacts on views that 
are integral to the character of these conservation areas will be an important 
consideration for development in these areas. 

2.127 A large area identified by CAMCO abuts Newton Park registered 
park/garden.  In addition four sites lie within 1km of locally important 
parks/gardens (Kingswell House, Parish’s House and High Littleton House).  
Therefore impacts on the reasons for which these landscapes have been 
designated will be a key consideration in these areas. 

2.128 Many sites lie within 500m of the scheduled monuments of Stantonbury 
Camp, Wansdyke earthworks, and Newton St Loe Castle.  Impacts on 
Stantonbury Hillfort (and other hillforts) as a landmark features, and on the 
reasons for which these features have been designated will be a key 
consideration. 

2.129 Other issues will include potential visual impact on local residents and 
recreational users of local footpaths and long distance footpaths, including the 
Three Peaks Way and the Limestone Link (which cross or pass close to six 
areas).  

2.130 This landscape may be able to accommodate some medium size turbines on 
the large scale plateaux away from the green hillsides surrounding Bath, as 
long as the considerations in para. 2.119 are taken into account. 

                                            
8 Land Use Consultants (2010) Landscape Sensitivity Analysis for Wind Energy Development in Bath 
and North East Somerset 
[http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/SiteCollectionDocuments/Environment%20and%20Planning/Landscape%20
Sensitivity%20Analysis%20for%20Wind%20Energy%20in%20Bath%20and%20North%20East%20Somers
et.pdf] 
9 Part of one large area of technical potential lies within the visual envelopes of Prospect Stile, 
Beckford’s Tower, Lansdown Cemetery, Lansdown Crescent, Little Solsbury Hill, Alexandra Park, 
Twerton Round Hill, Old Newbridge Hill, and Sham Castle, with a number of other areas of technical 
potential located within some of these visual envelopes (Beckford’s Tower, Lansdown Cemetery, 
Alexandra Park, Twerton Round Hill, and Sham Castle). 
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 Small scale wind turbines 

 
 
2.131 The CAMCO report identifies that most of this LCA is technically suitable for 

small scale wind turbines.   

2.132 The landscape sensitivity assessment identifies the majority of this LCA as 
having a moderate sensitivity to small scale wind turbines, with the ‘green 
hillsides’ that form part of the setting of the City of Bath World Heritage Site 
(WHS) having a high sensitivity. 

2.133 The key landscape attributes that could be sensitive to wind energy 
development are as above (para. 2.110).  

2.134 Parts of the areas identified by CAMCO occupy areas of complex landform, 
steep valley slopes, cover watercourses (the tree-lined Cam, Newton, 
Conygre and Corston Brooks), including the distinctive hills in the west 
(Blackberry Hill/Barrow Hill), and areas of woodland such as on Grayfield 
Wood and Stantonbury Hill Woods.  This indicates there are areas of higher 
sensitivity within the areas with technical potential. 

2.135 Some areas are located within the Mendip Hills AONB – these sites are likely 
to have a higher sensitivity than sites outside the AONB and impacts on 
natural beauty and the special qualities of the AONB as listed in the AONB 
Management Plan will therefore be a key consideration in these areas.  

2.136 Areas with technical potential also cover the ‘green hillsides’ that form a 
setting to the Bath World Heritage Site (WHS) and these sites will have a 
high sensitivity to medium scale turbines.  In addition, many sites fall within 
areas visible from ‘significant viewpoints’ identified in the Bath World 
Heritage Site Setting Study (see LUC’s landscape sensitivity assessment 
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(2010)10 Fig 3.3)11 - impact of development on these views and its significance 
(as recorded in the Bath World Heritage Site setting study) will be a key 
consideration for any development in these areas. 

2.137 Several sites are located within 1km of a conservation area (including 
Corston, Englishcombe, Hilton Blewett, Timsbury, Newton St.Loe, Paulton, 
Kelston and Bath) - impacts on views that are integral to the character of 
these conservation areas will be an important consideration for development 
in these areas. 

2.138 A large area identified by CAMCO surrounds Newton Park registered 
park/garden.  In addition many sites lie close to locally important 
parks/gardens (Kingswell House, Parish’s House, Stowey House and High 
Littleton House).  Therefore impacts on the reasons for which these 
landscapes have been designated will be a key consideration in these areas. 

2.139 Most sites lie adjacent or within 500m of the scheduled monuments of 
Stantonbury Camp, Wansdyke earthwork, and Newton St Loe Castle.  
Impacts on Stantonbury Hillfort (and other hillforts) as a landmark features, 
and on the reasons for which these features have been designated will be a 
key consideration. 

2.140 Other issues will include potential visual impact on local residents and 
recreational users of local footpaths and long distance footpaths, including the 
Three Peaks Way and the Limestone Link (which cross or pass close to many 
areas with technical potential).  

2.141 This landscape is likely to be able to accommodate some small size turbines 
away from the green hillsides surrounding Bath, as long as the considerations 
in para. 2.119 are taken into account. 

 Summary of Landscape and Visual Implications for LCA6 
2.142 No areas within the ‘green hillsides’ that forms the Bath World Heritage Site 

are likely to be able to accommodate development of wind turbines at any 
scale. It is likely that the larger scale plateau tops could accommodate some 
medium turbines while the remainder of the landscape could accommodate 
some small turbines, perhaps associated with existing farm buildings or 
businesses, as long as they are in accordance with the considerations for the 
LCA.  Since the landscape would become progressively more sensitive to 
development of a large number of turbines, it may be more desirable to have 
fewer larger turbines rather than a greater number of smaller turbines. 

 

                                            
10 Land Use Consultants (2010) Landscape Sensitivity Analysis for Wind Energy Development in Bath 
and North East Somerset 
[http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/SiteCollectionDocuments/Environment%20and%20Planning/Landscape%20
Sensitivity%20Analysis%20for%20Wind%20Energy%20in%20Bath%20and%20North%20East%20Somers
et.pdf] 
11 Several areas of technical potential lies within the visual envelopes of Prospect Stile, Beckford’s 
Tower, Lansdown Cemetery, Lansdown Crescent, Little Solsbury Hill, Alexandra Park, Twerton 
Round Hill, Old Newbridge Hill, and Sham Castle. 
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LCA 7: HOLLOW MARSH 

 Large scale wind turbines 

 
 
2.143 The CAMCO report identifies three relatively large locations within the LCA, 

which cross boundaries with the adjacent LCAs, as being technically suitable 
for large scale wind turbines. 

2.144 The landscape sensitivity assessment identifies this LCA as having a 
moderate-high sensitivity to large scale commercial wind turbines and 
this sensitivity rating applies to all sites identified by CAMCO.  The sensitivity 
study notes that the human scale of the landscape would be affected less by 
smaller scale turbines, therefore sensitivity decreases for smaller scale 
turbines.  The key landscape attributes that could be sensitive to wind energy 
development are: 

• the historic fields patterns bounded by hedgerows and drainage 
ditches; 

• the historic farms and vernacular architecture; 

• the tranquillity and integrity of the landscape; 

2.145 Large turbines in any of these areas will be located in a tranquil location and 
will be visible from the Mendip Hills AONB - impacts on natural beauty and 
the special qualities of the AONB will be a key consideration. Other issues 
will include potential visual impacts on local residents and recreational users 
of local and longer distance footpaths, including the Limestone Link which is 
located just over 700m from the nearest area with technical potential. 

2.146 The medium scale of the landscape and presence of occasional human scale 
features means that large scale turbines are likely to appear ‘out of scale’ with 
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the landscape. However, if  development of large scale turbines takes place 
on these sites, the following considerations should be taken into account: 

• Ensure tracks associated with development do not eliminate historic 
field patterns.  

• Ensure hedgerows are replaced and drainage ditches reinstated if they 
are affected by development. 

• Ensure ancillary features match the local vernacular where appropriate 
e.g. ensure substation buildings blend with existing buildings in the landscape. 

• Conserve the cohesive nature of the landscape – restore landscape 
features where they are affected. 

 Medium scale wind turbines 

 
 
2.147 The CAMCO report identifies approximately a half of the LCA as being 

technically suitable for medium scale wind turbines. 

2.148 The landscape sensitivity assessment identifies this LCA as having a 
moderate sensitivity to medium scale wind turbines and this sensitivity 
rating applies to all sites identified by CAMCO.  The sensitivity study notes 
that the human scale of the landscape would be affected less by smaller scale 
turbines, therefore sensitivity decreases for smaller scale turbines.  The key 
landscape attributes that could be sensitive to wind energy development are 
as above (para. 2. 144). 

2.149 Potential landscape and visual impacts are the same as for large scale wind 
turbine development, as above (para. 2.145).  

2.150 Although this landscape has a moderate-high sensitivity to medium scale 
turbines, they are likely to be more suitable than larger scale turbines in 
terms of the fit with landscape scale.   If development of medium scale 
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turbines takes place on these sites, the considerations in para. 2.146 above 
should be taken into account. 

 Small scale wind turbines 

 
 
2.151 The CAMCO report identifies that most of this LCA is technically suitable for 

the development of small scale wind turbines. 

2.152 The landscape sensitivity assessment identifies this LCA as having a 
moderate sensitivity to medium scale wind turbines and this sensitivity 
rating applies to all sites identified by CAMCO.  The key landscape attributes 
that could be sensitive to wind energy development are as above (para. 
2.144). 

2.153 Small turbines in this LCA will be visible from the Mendip Hills AONB - 
impacts on natural beauty and the special qualities of the AONB will 
therefore be a key consideration. Other issues will include potential visual 
impacts on local residents and recreational users of local and longer distance 
footpaths, including the Limestone Link which is located just over 600m from 
the nearest area with technical potential.  

2.154 The human scale of the landscape would be affected less by smaller scale 
turbines than larger turbines and this LCA is likely to be able to 
accommodate small scale turbines.  However, the landscape would become 
progressively more sensitive to development of large numbers of turbines 
and it may be more desirable to have fewer medium turbines rather than a 
greater number of small turbines to reduce clutter. 

2.155 If development of small scale turbines takes place on these sites, the 
considerations in para. 2.146 above should be taken into account. 
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 Summary of Landscape and Visual Implications for LCA7 
2.156 It is likely that this LCA could accommodate small turbines, perhaps 

associated with existing farm buildings or businesses, as long as they are in 
accordance with the considerations for the LCA.  Since the landscape would 
become progressively more sensitive to development of a large number of 
turbines, it may be more desirable to have fewer medium scale turbines 
rather than a greater number of smaller turbines. 
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LCA 8: FARRINGTON GURNEY FARMLANDS 

 Large scale wind turbines 
2.157 The CAMCO report identifies no locations as being technically suitable for 

large scale wind turbines. 

 Medium scale wind turbines 

 
 
2.158 The CAMCO report identifies four locations within the LCA, and a further 

area which crosses boundaries with an adjacent LCA, as being technically 
suitable for medium scale wind turbines. 

2.159 The landscape sensitivity assessment identifies this LCA as having a 
moderate sensitivity to medium scale commercial wind turbines and this 
sensitivity rating applies to all sites identified by CAMCO.  The key landscape 
attributes that could be sensitive to wind energy development are: 

• Farrington Gurney church tower; 

• the historic settlement cores and vernacular buildings and features; 

• the historic field patterns and hedgerows; 

• the trees and wildlife-rich meadows alongside watercourses and trees 
surrounding settlements. 

2.160 Four sites lie within 1km of Farrington Gurney church tower (and one site is 
just over 250m from the church) – impacts on views of the church tower will 
be a consideration for development in these sites.   

2.161 One site lies just over 500m from Paulton Conservation Area, a ridgeline 
settlement with a coal mining and industrial heritage whose print works 
dominate principal views of settlement from north – it will be important to 
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consider impact on the character and historic interest of this area of 
developing in this LCA.   

2.162 The sites include areas with historic field patterns and one area covers 
numerous minor brooks and tributaries, which feed into the Cam Brook – it 
will be important to conserve historic field patterns and wildlife rich 
meadows in these areas.   

2.163 Medium scale turbines in any of these areas are likely to be visible from the 
Mendip Hills AONB, with the nearest site located within 3km of this 
boundary - impacts on natural beauty and the special qualities of the AONB 
will therefore be a consideration.  

2.164 One area is under 500m from Farrington Gurney Manor House locally 
designated historic park and garden – impact on the reasons for which this is 
designated will be a consideration (although views are not noted as a feature 
in the list description).   

2.165 Four areas lie within 2km of Paulton or Midsomer Norton and Welton 
conservation areas - impacts on views that are integral to the character of 
these conservation areas will be an important consideration for development 
in these areas. Paulton Conservation Area is a ridgeline settlement with a 
coal mining and industrial heritage whose print works dominate principal 
views of settlement from north – it will be important to consider impact on 
the character and historic interest of this area of developing in this LCA.   

2.166 Other issues will include potential visual impacts on local residents, such as 
Hallatrow, and Farringdon Gurney, and recreational users of local and longer 
distance footpaths, including the Limestone Link long distance footpath that is 
located within 750m of one area with technical potential.  

2.167 The large scale simple landform, rectilinear field pattern, presence of 
industrial and commercial developments and main roads, lack of prominent 
skylines and absence of special qualities recognised through designation 
indicate that this LCA is likely to be able to accommodate some medium 
scale turbines, perhaps adjacent to existing large scale modern development.  
However the presence of landmarks such as Farrington Gurney church 
increase sensitivity and if development of medium scale turbines takes place 
on these sites, the following considerations should be taken into account: 

• Seek to protect the understanding and appreciation of Farrington 
Gurney church tower as an historic landscape feature. 

• Ensure ancillary features match the local vernacular where appropriate 
e.g. ensure substation buildings blend with existing buildings in the landscape. 

• Ensure tracks associated with development do not erode historic field 
patterns.  

• Ensure hedgerows are replaced if they are affected by development. 

• Protect trees and meadows from the impacts of development. 

Small scale wind turbines 
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2.168 The CAMCO report identifies approximately two thirds of this LCA as 

technically suitable for the development of small scale wind turbines. 

2.169 This landscape sensitivity assessment identifies this LCA as having a 
moderate-low sensitivity to small scale wind turbines.  The key landscape 
attributes that could be sensitive to wind energy development are as above 
(para. 2.159). 

2.170 One site lies just over 100m from Farrington Gurney church tower – impacts 
on views of the church tower will be a consideration for development in this 
LCA.  One site lies under 300m from Paulton Conservation Area, a ridgeline 
settlement with a coal mining and industrial heritage whose print works 
dominate principal views of settlement from north – it will be important to 
consider impact on the character and historic interest of this area of 
developing in this LCA.  The sites include areas with historic field patterns 
and one area covers numerous minor brooks and tributaries, which feed into 
the Cam Brook – it will be important to conserve historic field patterns and 
wildlife rich meadows in these areas.   

2.171 One area is just over 200m from Farrington Gurney Manor House locally 
designated historic park and garden – impact on the reasons for which this is 
designated will be a consideration (although views are not noted as a feature 
in the list description).  Other issues will include potential visual impacts on 
local residents, such as Hallatrow, Paulton and Farringdon Gurney, and 
recreational users of local and longer distance footpaths, including the 
Limestone Link long distance footpath that is located within 500m of one area 
with technical potential.  
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2.172 LUC’s landscape sensitivity assessment (2010)12 indicates that the human scale 
of the landscape would be affected less by smaller scale turbines, therefore 
sensitivity decreases for smaller scale turbines - there are likely to be 
opportunities to accommodate small scale turbines.  However, it is important 
to note that the landscape would become progressively more sensitive to 
development of a large number of turbines and it may be more desirable to 
have fewer medium or large turbines rather than a greater number of small 
turbines to reduce clutter.  

2.173 If development of small scale turbines takes place on any of these sites, the 
considerations in para. 2.167, above, should be taken into account. 

 Summary of Landscape and Visual Implications for LCA8 
2.174 It is likely that some medium scale turbines could be accommodated in this 

LCA, perhaps adjacent to existing large scale modern development and in 
accordance with the considerations provided.  The LCA could also 
accommodate small scale turbines that accord with the considerations.  It 
should be noted that the landscape would become progressively more 
sensitive to development of a large number of turbines and it may be more 
desirable to have fewer medium or large turbines rather than a greater 
number of small turbines to reduce clutter. 

                                            
12 Land Use Consultants (2010) Landscape Sensitivity Analysis for Wind Energy Development in Bath 
and North East Somerset 
[http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/SiteCollectionDocuments/Environment%20and%20Planning/Landscape%20
Sensitivity%20Analysis%20for%20Wind%20Energy%20in%20Bath%20and%20North%20East%20Somers
et.pdf] 
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LCA 9: STOCKWOOD VALE 

 Large scale wind turbines 
2.175 The CAMCO report identifies no locations as being technically suitable for 

large scale wind turbines. 

 Medium scale wind turbines 

 
 
2.176 The CAMCO report identifies one location, which crosses boundaries with 

an adjacent LCA, as being technically suitable for medium scale wind turbines. 

2.177 The landscape sensitivity assessment identifies this LCA as having a 
moderate sensitivity to medium scale commercial wind turbines and this 
sensitivity rating applies to all sites identified by CAMCO.  The key landscape 
attributes that could be sensitive to wind energy development are: 

• the narrow valley landform and steeply-sloping  sides; 

• the historic field patterns and hedgerows; 

• the hedgerow trees, small woodlands and trees lining the streams; 

• the intimate and tranquil valley bottoms; 

2.178 The area with technical potential includes some of the steep slopes of the 
narrow valley landform as well as the valley bottom containing streams and 
trees.  It will be important to protect the hedgerows, woodland, trees and 
streams from the impacts of development.   

2.179 The area with technical potential is located within 5km from the Cotswolds 
AONB - medium turbines are likely to be visible from the AONB - views 
from the here will therefore be a consideration.  



 

Land Use Consultants 42  

2.180 The area with technical potential is located just over 300m from Queen 
Charlton Conservation Area and within 2km from Keynsham Conservation 
Area– impacts on views which are integral to the character of these 
conservation areas will be an important consideration for development in this 
LCA. 

2.181 Other issues will include potential visual impacts on local residents, and 
recreational users of local footpaths. 

2.182 Although the landscape is less sensitive to smaller scale turbines, it is likely 
that this landscape could accommodate some well sited medium scale 
turbines.  If development of medium scale turbines takes place on these sites, 
the following considerations should be taken into account: 

• Locate medium and large turbines away from steeply-sloping valley 
sides. 

• Ensure tracks associated with development do not erode historic field 
patterns.  

• Ensure hedgerows are replaced if they are affected by development. 

• Protect trees and woodlands from the impacts of development. 

• Locate medium and large scale turbines away from the most intimate 
valley bottoms. 

 Small scale wind turbines 

 
 
2.183 The CAMCO report identifies approximately two thirds of this LCA as 

technically suitable for the development of small scale wind turbines. 

2.184 The landscape sensitivity assessment identifies this LCA as having a 
moderate-low sensitivity to small scale wind turbines.  The key landscape 
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attributes that could be sensitive to wind energy development are as above 
(para. 2.177). 

2.185 The area with technical potential includes some of the steep slopes of the 
narrow valley landform as well as the valley bottom containing streams, trees 
and woodland.  It will be important to protect the hedgerows, woodland, 
trees and streams from the impacts of development.   

2.186 The area with technical potential is located just under 100m from Queen 
Charlton Conservation Area – impacts on views which are integral to the 
character of these conservation areas will be an important consideration for 
development in this LCA.  Other issues will include potential visual impacts 
on local residents, and recreational users of local footpaths. 

2.187 LUC’s landscape sensitivity assessment (2010)13 indicates that the human scale 
of the landscape would be affected less by smaller scale turbines, therefore 
sensitivity decreases for smaller scale turbines - there are likely to be 
opportunities to accommodate small scale turbines in this LCA.  However, 
the landscape would become progressively more sensitive to development of 
large numbers of turbines and it may be more desirable to have fewer 
medium turbines rather than a greater number of small turbines to reduce 
clutter. 

2.188 Any development should be in accordance with the considerations set out in 
paragraph 2.182 above. 

 Summary of Landscape and Visual Implications for LCA9 
2.189 It is likely that some well sited medium scale turbines could be 

accommodated in this LCA, on higher land away from the intimate valley 
bottoms and in accordance with the considerations provided.  The LCA 
could also accommodate small scale turbines that accord with the 
considerations.  It should be noted that the landscape would become 
progressively more sensitive to development of a large number of turbines 
and in this instance it may be more desirable to have fewer medium turbines 
rather than a greater number of small turbines to reduce clutter in the 
landscape. 

                                            
13 Land Use Consultants (2010) Landscape Sensitivity Analysis for Wind Energy Development in Bath 
and North East Somerset 
[http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/SiteCollectionDocuments/Environment%20and%20Planning/Landscape%20
Sensitivity%20Analysis%20for%20Wind%20Energy%20in%20Bath%20and%20North%20East%20Somers
et.pdf] 
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LCA 10: HICKS GATE 

 Large scale wind turbines 
2.190 The CAMCO report identifies no locations as being technically suitable for 

large scale wind turbines. 

 Medium scale wind turbines 

 
 
2.191 The CAMCO report identifies three areas as being technically suitable for 

medium scale wind turbines. 

2.192 The landscape sensitivity assessment identifies this LCA as having a 
moderate-low sensitivity to medium scale wind turbines.  The key 
landscape attributes that could be sensitive to wind energy development are: 

• the historic farm buildings; 

• the historic field patterns and hedgerows and Durley Park (early C19 
house and garden within deer park); 

• the trees and small areas of woodland; 

• the ridgeline as a backdrop to views from surrounding areas, including 
views from the Cotswolds AONB; 

• views from Brislington House historic park (no views are noted from 
Durley Park). 

2.193 The areas with technical potential lie some distance from historic farm 
buildings, but include some field boundaries and small areas of trees – it will 
be important to protect these.  

2.194  No sites are located within Durley Park but the nearest site with technical 
potential is located just over 100m from Brislington House historic park – 
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impacts on notable views to Lansdown Hill north of Bath and on the reasons 
for which the landscape is designated will be a key consideration. 

2.195 The areas with technical potential are located just over 5km from the 
Cotswolds AONB - views from the AONB will therefore be a consideration.  

2.196 One area with technical potential is located 1.4km from Keynsham 
Conservation Area and another is 1.9km from Queen Charlton conservation 
area – impacts on views which are integral to the character of these 
conservation areas will be an important consideration for development in this 
LCA.  

2.197 Other issues will include potential visual impacts on local residents, and 
recreational users of local footpaths. 

2.198 Although the landscape is less sensitive to smaller scale turbines, it is likely 
that this landscape could accommodate some well sited medium scale 
turbines.  If development of medium scale turbines takes place on these sites, 
the following considerations should be taken into account: 

• Ensure ancillary features match the local vernacular where appropriate 
e.g. ensure substation buildings blend with existing buildings in the landscape. 

• Ensure tracks associated with development do not erode historic field 
patterns or historic parkland.  

• Ensure hedgerows are replaced if they are affected by development. 

• Protect the area’s trees and woodlands from the impacts of 
development.  

• Consider views from adjacent landscapes and the Cotswolds AONB 
when locating wind energy development – aim for a balanced composition 
that is in scale with the landscape. 

• Seek to protect the notable views from Brislington House historic 
park to Lansdown Hill north of Bath. 
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 Small scale wind turbines 

 
 

2.199 The CAMCO report identifies a large part of this LCA as technically suitable 
for the development of small scale wind turbines. 

2.200 The landscape sensitivity assessment identifies this LCA as having a low 
sensitivity to small scale wind turbines.  The key landscape attributes that 
could be sensitive to wind energy development are as above (para. 2.192). 

2.201 The area with technical potential does not include historic farm buildings, but 
includes some field boundaries and small areas of trees – it will be important 
to protect these.  The area with potential does not cover the locally 
designated Durley Park but lies just over 100m from Brislington House 
registered historic park at its closest point – impacts on notable views to 
Lansdown Hill north of Bath and on the reasons for which the landscape is 
designated will be a key consideration for development in this LCA. 

2.202 No conservation areas are within 1km.  Other issues will include potential 
visual impacts on local residents, and recreational users of local footpaths. 

2.203 LUC’s landscape sensitivity assessment (2010)14 indicates that the human scale 
of the landscape would be affected less by smaller scale turbines, therefore 
sensitivity decreases for smaller scale turbines - there are likely to be 
opportunities to accommodate small scale turbines in this LCA.  However, 
the landscape would become progressively more sensitive to development of 
large numbers of turbines and it may be more desirable to have fewer 

                                            
14 Land Use Consultants (2010) Landscape Sensitivity Analysis for Wind Energy Development in Bath 
and North East Somerset 
[http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/SiteCollectionDocuments/Environment%20and%20Planning/Landscape%20
Sensitivity%20Analysis%20for%20Wind%20Energy%20in%20Bath%20and%20North%20East%20Somers
et.pdf] 
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medium turbines rather than a greater number of small turbines to reduce 
clutter in the landscape. 

2.204 Any development should be in accordance with the considerations set out in 
para. 2.198 above. 

 Summary of Landscape and Visual Implications for LCA10 
2.205 It is likely that some well sited medium scale turbines could be 

accommodated in this LCA, in accordance with the considerations provided.  
The LCA could also accommodate small scale turbines that accord with the 
considerations set out.  It should be noted that the landscape would become 
progressively more sensitive to development of a large number of turbines 
and in this instance it may be more desirable to have fewer medium turbines 
rather than a greater number of small turbines to reduce clutter in the 
landscape. 
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LCA 11: BICKLEY WOOD GORGE 

 Large scale wind turbines 
2.206 The CAMCO report identifies no locations as being technically suitable for 

large scale wind turbines. 

 Medium scale wind turbines 

 
 
2.207 The CAMCO report identifies a small part of the gorge side as being suitable 

for medium scale wind turbines. 

2.208 The landscape sensitivity assessment identifies this LCA as having a high 
sensitivity to medium scale wind turbines.  The key landscape attributes that 
could be sensitive to wind energy development are: 

• the narrow valley landform, and particularly the ‘gorge-like’ western 
section; 

• historic features, including the lock, the dry sandstone wall and the 
multi-arched red brick railway bridge; 

• the mature trees and woodlands, including the area of ancient semi-
natural woodland at Fox’s Woods; 

• views from Brislington House historic park. 

2.209 The area with technical potential includes steep valley slopes and woodland – 
it will be important to protect native deciduous woodland.  It lies just under 
350m from Brislington House historic park – impacts on notable views to 
Lansdown Hill north of Bath and on the reasons for which the landscape is 
designated will be a key consideration for development in this area. 
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2.210 Other issues will include potential visual impacts on local residents, and 
recreational users of local and longer distance footpaths, including the Avon 
Valley Trail. 

2.211 This LCA has a high sensitivity to development to this scale of turbine and 
LUC’s landscape sensitivity assessment (2010)15 indicates that the small-scale 
nature of the valley means that medium scale turbines are likely to appear 
'out of scale' with the landscape.  However, if development goes ahead, the 
following considerations should be taken into account: 

• Locate turbines away from the steep gorge sides.  Only small scale 
turbines are likely to be in scale with the landscape. 

• Ensure the lock, the dry sandstone wall and the multi-arched red brick 
railway bridge continue to contribute to landscape character. 

• Ensure any ancillary features associated with wind energy 
development (e.g. buildings and boundaries) match the local vernacular. 

• Protect the area’s extensive woodland cover from the impacts of 
development, especially mature trees and areas of ancient semi-natural 
woodland.  

• Seek to protect the notable views from Brislington House historic 
park to Lansdown Hill north of Bath. 

 Small scale wind turbines 

 
 

                                            
15 Land Use Consultants (2010) Landscape Sensitivity Analysis for Wind Energy Development in Bath 
and North East Somerset 
[http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/SiteCollectionDocuments/Environment%20and%20Planning/Landscape%20
Sensitivity%20Analysis%20for%20Wind%20Energy%20in%20Bath%20and%20North%20East%20Somers
et.pdf] 
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2.212 The CAMCO report identifies two areas as technically suitable for the 
development of small scale wind turbines. 

2.213 The landscape sensitivity assessment identifies this LCA as having a 
moderate-high sensitivity to small scale wind turbines.  The key landscape 
attributes that could be sensitive to wind energy development are as above 
(para. 2.208). 

2.214 The areas with technical potential include steep valley slopes and woodland – 
it will be important to protect native deciduous woodland.  One area lies just 
under 350m from Brislington House historic park – impacts on notable views 
to Lansdown Hill north of Bath and on the reasons for which the landscape is 
designated will be a key consideration for development in this area. 

2.215 Other issues will include potential visual impacts on local residents, and 
recreational users of local and longer distance footpaths, including the Avon 
Valley Trail. 

2.216 LUC’s landscape sensitivity assessment (2010)16 indicates that the small scale 
and complexity of the landscape would be affected less by smaller scale 
turbines, therefore sensitivity decreases slightly for smaller scale turbines - 
there may be some limited opportunities to accommodate small scale 
turbines in this LCA.  

2.217 Any development should be in accordance with the considerations set out in 
paragraph 2.210 above. 

 Summary of Landscape and Visual Implications for LCA11 
2.218 This area is likely to be unsuitable for large and medium scale wind turbines, 

although it may be able to accommodate some well sited small scale turbines, 
in accordance with the considerations provided. 

 
 

                                            
16 Land Use Consultants (2010) Landscape Sensitivity Analysis for Wind Energy Development in Bath 
and North East Somerset 
[http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/SiteCollectionDocuments/Environment%20and%20Planning/Landscape%20
Sensitivity%20Analysis%20for%20Wind%20Energy%20in%20Bath%20and%20North%20East%20Somers
et.pdf] 
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LCA 12: CAM AND WELLOW BROOK VALLEYS 

 Large scale wind turbines 

 
 
2.219 The CAMCO report identifies six small locations in the eastern part of the 

LCA, and a further three locations which cross boundaries with the Hinton 
Charterhouse and Baggridge Plateau LCA, as being technically suitable for 
large scale wind turbines. 

2.220 The landscape sensitivity assessment identifies this LCA as having a high 
sensitivity to large scale wind turbines.  The key landscape attributes that 
could be sensitive to wind energy development are: 

• the distinctive steep valley sides and prominent valley skylines; 

• the historic villages and vernacular architecture, especially those that 
are designated Conservation Areas; 

• the historic field patterns with irregular hedgerow networks, and 
characteristic sunken lanes running up the valley sides; 

• the distinctive lines of trees along the brooks and on the skyline (e.g. 
Combe Hay), and the frequent hedgerow trees; 

• the peaceful, tranquil character and sense of intimacy; 

• the special qualities of the AONB, especially its long distance views, 
traditional barns, parklands, archaeological and historical sites, drove roads, 
high levels of tranquillity, accessible rights of way and traditional settlements; 

• the upper slopes south of Combe Hay that are visible from Beckford’s 
Tower; 



 

Land Use Consultants 52  

• important views that are integral to the character of the conservation 
areas of Combe Hay, Midsomer Norton and Welton, Paulton, Radstock, 
South Stoke, Timsbury and Wellow; 

• the setting of Bath World Heritage Site. 

2.221 The areas with technical potential include some steep valley slopes as well as 
valley bottom tree-lined meandering brooks, namely, Wellow Brook, Cam 
Brook and Norton Brook.  It will be important to protect the hedgerows, 
woodland, field patterns, brooks and sunken lanes from the impacts of 
development, as well as the distinctive skyline above Combe Hay.  One area 
with technical potential covers the upper slopes that form part of the visual 
envelope of views from Beckford’s Tower, and impact of development on this 
view and its significance (as recorded in the Bath World Heritage Site setting 
study) will be a key consideration for any development in this area. 

2.222 Three of the areas with technical potential are located within the Cotswolds 
AONB, with another two directly adjacent and a further two areas within 
600m of the boundary  – Impacts on natural beauty and the special qualities 
of the AONB will be a key consideration if any development is proposed in 
this highly sensitive landscape (of particular consideration are impacts on the 
special qualities, i.e. its long distance views, traditional barns, parklands, 
archaeological and historical sites, drove roads, high levels of tranquillity, 
accessible rights of way and traditional settlements).  

2.223 Part of one area of technical potential lie within the visual envelope for 
Beckford’s Tower and impact of development on these views and its 
significance (as recorded in the Bath World Heritage Site setting study) will 
be a key consideration for any development in this area. 

2.224 All areas with technical potential are located within 3km from a conservation 
area (Combe Hay, Radstock, South Stoke, Wellow and Hinton Charterhouse) 
– impacts on views which are integral to the character of these conservation 
areas and the historic character and vernacular architecture will be an 
important consideration for development in this highly sensitive LCA. Of 
particular importance are the ‘outstanding landscape setting’ and ‘feeling of 
rural intimacy’ in the setting of Combe Hay and the ‘outstanding landscape 
setting’; the fine extensive vistas over the Cam valley ‘unencumbered by new 
development’ from South Stoke; and the ‘exceptional landscape setting’ and 
‘superb views across the Wellow Valley’ from Wellow. 

2.225 Two areas with technical potential lie within 1km of Manor House locally 
designated park and garden – impact on the reasons for which this is 
designated will be a consideration (although views are not noted as a feature 
in the list description).   

2.226 Other issues will include potential visual impacts on local residents and 
recreational users of local and longer distance footpaths, including the 
Limestone Link, with this footpath running through one of the potential areas 
and within 300m of two others. 
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2.227 This LCA has a high sensitivity to development of this scale of turbine and 
LUC’s landscape sensitivity assessment (2010)17 indicates that the presence of 
human scale features within this valley landscape (notably the valley bottoms 
and steeper slopes) means that large scale turbines are likely to appear 'out of 
scale' with the landscape.  The large scale landform/field patterns of the arable 
land that occurs on more gentle slopes are more likely to be able to 
accommodate larger scale turbines than the steeper valley sides and valley 
bottoms.  If development goes ahead, the following considerations should be 
taken into account: 

• Locate any turbines away from the steep valley sides.  

• Ensure ancillary features match the local vernacular (predominantly 
local limestone) e.g. using local materials for any buildings or ancillary 
features. 

• Ensure tracks associated with development do not damage 
characteristic sunken lanes, or disrupt historic field patterns, and that 
hedgerows are replaced if they are affected by development. 

• Protect areas of ancient woodland and veteran trees, and the 
characteristic lines of trees along the brooks in the valley bottoms, and 
replace trees if affected by development. 

• Locate turbines away from the most tranquil parts of the landscape. 

• The eastern end of this area lies within the Cotswolds AONB which is 
protected for its special qualities.  Ensure wind turbines do not adversely 
affect the special qualities of the AONB which are set out in the AONB 
Management Plan, especially its long distance views, traditional barns, 
parklands, archaeological and historical sites, drove roads, high levels of 
tranquillity, accessible rights of way and traditional settlements.   

• Seek opportunities to achieve wider landscape management objectives 
identified in the Cotswolds AONB Management Plan. 

• For development sites within the areas visible from key viewpoints 
defined in the Bath World Heritage Site setting study (see LUC’s landscape 
sensitivity assessment (2010)18 Fig 3.3), consider how turbines interact with 
these views - seek to protect the significance of the viewpoint as recorded in 
the Bath World Heritage Site setting study, and summarised in Chapter 3 of 
the report. 

• Seek to protect the setting of the World Heritage Site. 

                                            
17 Land Use Consultants (2010) Landscape Sensitivity Analysis for Wind Energy Development in Bath 
and North East Somerset 
[http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/SiteCollectionDocuments/Environment%20and%20Planning/Landscape%20
Sensitivity%20Analysis%20for%20Wind%20Energy%20in%20Bath%20and%20North%20East%20Somers
et.pdf] 
18 Land Use Consultants (2010) Landscape Sensitivity Analysis for Wind Energy Development in Bath 
and North East Somerset 
[http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/SiteCollectionDocuments/Environment%20and%20Planning/Landscape%20
Sensitivity%20Analysis%20for%20Wind%20Energy%20in%20Bath%20and%20North%20East%20Somers
et.pdf] 
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• Seek to preserve important views that are integral to the character of 
conservation areas, including the vistas through gaps between buildings and 
woodland at Combe Hay, the views over the Cam valley from South Stoke, 
and the view south from Wellow across the Wellow valley. 

• Consider the appearance of wind energy development in key 
viewpoints from the Bath World Heritage Site (see figure 3.3), namely 
Beckford’s Tower.  Seek to preserve the special qualities of these views. 

 Medium scale wind turbines 

 
 
2.228 The CAMCO report identifies seven discrete locations within the LCA, and a 

further 12 locations which cross boundaries with adjacent LCA’s, as being 
technically suitable for medium scale wind turbines. 

2.229 The landscape sensitivity assessment identifies this LCA as having a 
moderate-high sensitivity to medium scale wind turbines.  The key 
landscape attributes that could be sensitive to wind energy development are 
as above (para. 2.220). 

2.230 The areas with technical potential include some steep valley slopes as well as 
valley bottom tree-lined meandering brooks, namely, Wellow Brook, Cam 
Brook and Norton Brook.  As for large turbines, it will be important to 
protect the hedgerows, woodland, field patterns, brooks and sunken lanes, as 
well as the distinctive skyline above Combe Hay, from the impacts of 
development.  Two areas with technical potential fall within the visual 
envelope of views from Beckford’s Tower, and impact of development on this 
view and its significance (as recorded in the Bath World Heritage Site setting 
study) will be a key consideration for any development in these areas. 

2.231 A number of areas with technical potential are located within the Cotswolds 
AONB, with another three abutting the boundary.  In addition medium 
turbines in any of the areas with technical potential are likely to be visible 
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from either the Cotswolds AONB or the Mendip Hills AONB (with the 
closest area to the Mendip Hills AONB situated approximately 5km away) - 
impacts on natural beauty and the special qualities of the AONBs will be a 
key consideration.  

2.232 A significant number of areas of technical potential are located within 2km 
from one or more conservation areas (Combe Hay, Paulton, Radstock, South 
Stoke, Timsbury, Wellow and Hinton Charterhouse, Midsomer Norton and 
Welton, Bath and Freshford) – impacts on views which are integral to the 
character of these conservation areas will be an important consideration for 
development on any of these sites. Of particular importance are the 
‘outstanding landscape setting’ and ‘feeling of rural intimacy’ in the setting of 
Combe Hay; the rural land falling away into the Cam and Somer valleys on 
the edge of Paulton; the ‘outstanding landscape setting’; the fine extensive 
vistas over the Cam valley ‘unencumbered by new development’ from South 
Stoke; the ‘exceptional landscape setting’ and ‘superb views across the 
Wellow Valley’ from Wellow; the grassed and wooded batches associated 
with the Midsomer Norton and Welton conservation area; and the particular 
contribution of the natural landscape, trees and vegetation in the setting of 
the Freshford conservation area. 

2.233 One area with technical potential lies within 100m of Woodborough House 
locally designated park and garden, another 200m of Camerton Park locally 
designated park, and a further site within 300m of Manor House locally 
designated park.  In addition, a number of other areas lie within 1km of these 
locally designated historic parks/gardens and Kingswell House locally 
designated landscape  – impact on the reasons for which these locally 
important parks and gardens have been designated will be a consideration 
(although views are not noted as a feature in the list description for any of 
these landscapes).   

2.234 Other issues will include potential visual impacts on local residents and 
recreational users of local and longer distance footpaths, including the 
Limestone Link, which crosses three of the areas with technical potential. 

2.235 Although the landscape is less sensitive to medium scale turbines than large 
scale turbines, sensitivity is still moderate-high.  It is likely that this landscape 
could accommodate some well sited medium scale turbines, perhaps within 
the more open arable land and on gentler slopes, as long as they can be 
developed in accordance with the considerations set out in paragraph 2.227 
above. 
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 Small scale wind turbines 

 
 
2.236 The CAMCO report identifies many parts of the landscape outside the 

settlements as being technically suitable for small scale wind turbines. 

2.237 The landscape sensitivity assessment identifies this LCA as having a 
moderate sensitivity to small scale wind turbines.  The key landscape 
attributes that could be sensitive to wind energy development are as above 
(para. 2.220). 

2.238 The areas with technical potential include some steep valley slopes as well as 
valley bottom tree-lined meandering brooks, namely, Wellow Brook, Cam 
Brook and Norton Brook.  As for large and medium turbines, it will be 
important to protect the hedgerows, woodland, field patterns, brooks and 
sunken lanes, as well as the distinctive skyline above Combe Hay, from the 
impacts of development.  Areas with technical potential fall within the visual 
envelope of views from Beckford’s Tower, and impact of development on this 
view and its significance (as recorded in the Bath World Heritage Site setting 
study) will be a key consideration for any development in these areas. 

2.239 A significant proportion of areas with technical potential are located within 
the Cotswolds AONB - impacts on natural beauty and the special qualities of 
the AONB will be a key consideration, (of particular consideration are 
impacts on the special qualities i.e. its long distance views, traditional barns, 
parklands, archaeological and historical sites, drove roads, high levels of 
tranquillity, accessible rights of way and traditional settlements).  

2.240 Many sites lie close to a conservation area (Combe Hay, Paulton, Radstock, 
South Stoke, Timsbury, Wellow and Hinton Charterhouse, Midsomer 
Norton and Welton, Bath and Freshford) – impacts on views which are 
integral to the character of these conservation areas and the historic 
character and vernacular architecture will be an important consideration for 
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development in this LCA.  Of particular importance are the ‘outstanding 
landscape setting’ and ‘feeling of rural intimacy’ in the setting of Combe Hay; 
the rural land falling away into the Cam and Somer valleys on the edge of 
Paulton; the ‘outstanding landscape setting’ and the fine extensive vistas over 
the Cam valley ‘unencumbered by new development’ from South Stoke; the 
‘exceptional landscape setting’ and ‘superb views across the Wellow Valley’ 
from Wellow; the grassed and wooded batches associated with the Midsomer 
Norton and Welton conservation area; and the particular contribution of the 
natural landscape, trees and vegetation in the setting of the Freshford 
conservation area. 

2.241 A number of areas with technical potential cover parts of locally important 
parks/gardens, Woodborough House, Camerton Park, Manor House, and 
Kingswell House  – impact on the reasons for which these landscapes have 
been designated will be a consideration (although views are not noted as a 
feature in the list descriptions for these landscapes).   

2.242 Other issues will include potential visual impacts on local residents and 
recreational users of local and longer distance footpaths, including the 
Limestone Link, with the footpath crossing a number of potential areas. 

2.243 The human scale and complexity of the landscape would be affected less by 
smaller scale turbines, therefore sensitivity decreases for smaller scale 
turbines. It is likely that the LCA will be able to accommodate some small 
scale turbines as long as they are developed in accordance with 
considerations in para. 2.227 above. 

2.244 Although this landscape may be able to accommodate limited small wind 
turbines, it would become progressively more sensitive to development of a 
large number of small turbines and it may be better to have fewer well sited 
medium scale turbines than many small turbines. 

 Summary of Landscape and Visual Implications for LCA12 
2.245 This area is particularly sensitive to the larger scale wind turbines.  However 

it is likely to be able to accommodate some small scale turbines (perhaps in 
association with farm buildings or businesses).  There may be some 
opportunity to accommodate a well sited medium turbine or two, as long as 
they can be developed in accordance with the considerations for this LCA. 
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LCA 13: PAULTON AND PEASEDOWN ST JOHN RIDGE 

 Large scale wind turbines 

 
 
2.246 The CAMCO report identifies one discrete location, west of Wellow, as 

being technically suitable for large scale wind turbines. 

2.247 The landscape sensitivity assessment identifies this LCA as having a 
moderate-high sensitivity to large scale wind turbines.  The key landscape 
attributes that could be sensitive to wind energy development are: 

• scattered 19th century farmsteads and the conservation areas of 
Radstock and Paulton, with its historic print works buildings; 

• the sunken or hedge-enclosed lanes that run along the plateau; 

• historic late-medieval field patterns; 

• the eastern part of the ridge visible from Beckford’s Tower; 

• important views that are integral to the character of the conservation 
areas of Radstock and Paulton; 

• the setting of Bath World Heritage Site; 

• Sense of tranquillity away from the A367 and major settlements; 

• the special qualities of the AONB, especially the open landscape, long 
distance views, historic field patterns, parkland, archaeological and historical 
sites, drove roads, high levels of tranquillity and accessible rights of way. 

2.248 The area with technical potential lies some distance from farm buildings, but 
lies within 3km of four conservation areas (Radstock, Wellow, Combe Hay 
and South Stoke) – impacts on views which are integral to the character of 
these conservation areas and those aspects of character set out in the 
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conservation area appraisals (particularly the rural landscape settings of South 
Stoke, Combe Hay and Wellow, the superb views across the Wellow Valley 
to the south from Wellow, and the fine extensive vistas unencumbered by 
new development over the Cam valley from South Stoke) will be an 
important consideration for development in this area.  

2.249 The site with technical potential includes some hedge enclosed lanes – it will 
be important to protect these characteristics.  

2.250 The area lies under 500m from the Cotswolds AONB, and large turbines in 
this area are likely to be easily visible from this landscape - impacts on natural 
beauty and the special qualities of the AONB will be a key consideration. 

2.251 The very northern part of the area with technical potential falls within the 
visual envelope of views from Beckford’s Tower - impact of development on 
this view and its significance (as recorded in the Bath World Heritage Site 
setting study) will be a key consideration for any development in this area. 

2.252 Other issues will include potential visual impacts on local residents (including 
scattered farmsteads and the village of Peasedown St John, which is located 
approximately 1km from the area of technical potential) and recreational 
users of local footpaths, including the Limestone Link footpath in the Cam 
valley to the north. 

2.253 LUC’s landscape sensitivity assessment (2010)19 indicates that the presence of 
human scale features, particularly around settlements, means that large scale 
turbines are likely to appear ‘out of scale’ with the landscape in these areas. 
However, if development goes ahead, the following considerations should be 
taken into account: 

• Ensure ancillary features match the local vernacular of historic 
farmsteads e.g. using local materials for any substation or other buildings. 

• Ensure tracks associated with development do not damage 
characteristic sunken lanes and that hedges are replaced if damaged. 

• Ensure tracks associated with development do not erode historic late-
medieval field patterns, replacing hedgerows and hedgerow trees if they are 
affected. 

• For development sites within the areas visible from key viewpoints 
defined in the Bath World Heritage Site setting study (see LUC’s landscape 
sensitivity assessment (2010)20 Fig 3.3), consider how turbines interact with 
these views - seek to protect the significance of the viewpoint as recorded in 

                                            
19 Land Use Consultants (2010) Landscape Sensitivity Analysis for Wind Energy Development in Bath 
and North East Somerset 
[http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/SiteCollectionDocuments/Environment%20and%20Planning/Landscape%20
Sensitivity%20Analysis%20for%20Wind%20Energy%20in%20Bath%20and%20North%20East%20Somers
et.pdf] 
20 Land Use Consultants (2010) Landscape Sensitivity Analysis for Wind Energy Development in Bath 
and North East Somerset 
[http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/SiteCollectionDocuments/Environment%20and%20Planning/Landscape%20
Sensitivity%20Analysis%20for%20Wind%20Energy%20in%20Bath%20and%20North%20East%20Somers
et.pdf] 
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the Bath World Heritage Site setting study, and summarised in Chapter 3 of 
the report. 

• Seek to protect important views that are integral to the character of 
the conservation areas of Radstock and Paulton. 

• Ensure wind energy development does not detract from key 
viewpoints from the Bath World Heritage Site (see figure 3.3), namely 
Beckford’s Tower, and seek to protect other aspects of the setting of the 
World Heritage Site. 

• Locate turbines away from the most tranquil areas as far as possible. 

• The eastern tip of this area lies within the Cotswolds AONB which is 
protected for its special qualities.  Ensure wind turbines do not adversely 
affect the special qualities of the AONB which are set out in the AONB 
Management Plan.   

• Consider other views from the Cotswolds AONB when siting wind 
energy developments – aim for a balanced composition that is in scale with 
the landscape. 

• Seek opportunities to achieve wider landscape management objectives 
identified in the Cotswolds AONB Management Plan. 

 Medium scale wind turbines 

 
 
2.254 The CAMCO report identifies a number of areas on the ridge as being 

technically suitable for medium scale wind turbines. 

2.255 The landscape sensitivity assessment identifies this LCA as having a 
moderate sensitivity to medium scale wind turbines.  The key landscape 
attributes that could be sensitive to wind energy development are as above 
(para. 2.247). 
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2.256 The areas with technical potential lie close to some farm buildings and within 
2 km of one or more conservation areas (Radstock, Wellow, Combe Hay, 
South Stoke, Midsomer Norton and Welton, Paulton, Timsbury and Hinton 
Charterhouse) – impacts on views which are integral to the character of 
these conservation areas and those aspects of character set out in the 
conservation area appraisals (particularly the rural landscape settings of South 
Stoke, Combe Hay and Wellow, the superb views across the Wellow Valley 
to the south from Wellow, and the fine extensive vistas unencumbered by 
new development over the Cam valley from South Stoke) will be an 
important consideration for development in these areas.  Two sites lie under 
1 km from Paulton Conservation Area, a ridgeline settlement with a coal 
mining and industrial heritage whose print works dominate principal views of 
settlement from north – it will be important to consider impact on the 
character and historic interest of this area. 

2.257 The site with technical potential includes some hedge enclosed lanes – it will 
be important to protect these characteristics.  

2.258 Part of one area lies within the Cotswolds AONB, and medium turbines in 
most of these areas are likely to be visible from AONB - impacts on natural 
beauty and the special qualities of the AONB will be a key consideration 
(especially its open landscape, long distance views, historic field patterns, 
parkland, archaeological and historical sites, drove roads, high levels of 
tranquillity and accessible rights of way). 

2.259 Part of an area with technical potential falls within the visual envelope of 
views from Beckford’s Tower - impact of development on this view and its 
significance (as recorded in the Bath World Heritage Site setting study) will 
be a key consideration for any development in these areas. 

2.260 Two areas with technical potential lie within 500m of the locally important 
park/ garden, Woodborough House – impact on the reasons for which this 
landscape has been designated will be a consideration (although views are not 
noted as a feature in the list description).   

2.261 Other issues will include potential visual impacts on local residents (including 
scattered farmsteads and the village of Peasedown St John) and recreational 
users of local footpaths, including the Limestone Link in the Cam Valley to 
the north. 

2.262 Although the landscape is less sensitive to medium scale turbines than large 
scale turbines, sensitivity is still moderate.  It is likely that this landscape could 
accommodate some well sited medium scale turbines, as long as they can be 
developed in accordance with the considerations set out in paragraph 2.253 
above. 
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 Small scale wind turbines 

 
 
2.263 The CAMCO report identifies many parts of the landscape outside the 

settlements as being technically suitable for small scale wind turbines. 

2.264 The landscape sensitivity assessment identifies this LCA as having a 
moderate-low sensitivity to small scale wind turbines.  The key landscape 
attributes that could be sensitive to wind energy development are as above 
(para. 2.247). 

2.265 The areas with technical potential lie close to some farm buildings and within 
500m of one or more conservation areas (Radstock, Wellow, Combe Hay, 
Midsomer Norton and Welton, and Paulton.) – impacts on views which are 
integral to the character of these conservation areas and those aspects of 
character set out in the conservation area appraisals (particularly the rural 
landscape settings of South Stoke, Combe Hay and Wellow, the superb views 
across the Wellow Valley to the south from Wellow, and the fine extensive 
vistas unencumbered by new development over the Cam valley from South 
Stoke) will be an important consideration for development in these areas. 

2.266 Part of one area lies within the Cotswolds AONB - impacts on natural beauty 
and the special qualities of the AONB will be a key consideration, (especially 
its open landscape, long distance views, historic field patterns, parkland, 
archaeological and historical sites, drove roads, high levels of tranquillity and 
accessible rights of way). 

2.267 Part of one area with technical potential falls within the visual envelope of 
views from Beckford’s Tower, and impact of development on this view and 
its significance (as recorded in the Bath World Heritage Site setting study) 
will be a key consideration for any development in this area. 
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2.268 Part of one area with technical potential lies within the locally important park/ 
garden, Woodborough House – impact on the reasons for which this 
landscape has been designated will be a consideration.   

2.269 Other issues will include potential visual impacts on local residents (including 
scattered farmsteads and the village of Peasedown St John) and recreational 
users of local footpaths including the Limestone Link to the north. 

2.270 LUC’s landscape sensitivity assessment (2010)21 indicates that the human scale 
of the landscape would be affected less by smaller scale turbines, therefore 
sensitivity decreases for smaller scale turbines - there are likely to be 
opportunities to accommodate small scale turbines, in accordance with the 
considerations set out in paragraph 2.253 above. 

 Summary of Landscape and Visual Implications for LCA13 
2.271 It is likely that this LCA could accommodate small scale turbines as well as 

some well sited medium turbines, and possibly some sensitively sited turbines 
at the lower end of the larger size, in accordance with the considerations 
provided. It is important to note that the landscape would become 
progressively more sensitive to development of a large number of turbines 
and it may be more desirable to have fewer medium or large turbines rather 
than a greater number of small turbines to minimise clutter. 

                                            
21 Land Use Consultants (2010) Landscape Sensitivity Analysis for Wind Energy Development in Bath 
and North East Somerset 
[http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/SiteCollectionDocuments/Environment%20and%20Planning/Landscape%20
Sensitivity%20Analysis%20for%20Wind%20Energy%20in%20Bath%20and%20North%20East%20Somers
et.pdf] 
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LCA 14: AVON VALLEY 

 Large scale wind turbines 

 
 
2.272 The CAMCO report identifies two small discrete locations as being 

technically suitable for large scale wind turbines. 

2.273 The landscape sensitivity assessment identifies this LCA as having a 
moderate sensitivity to large scale wind turbines, with the ‘green hillsides’ 
that form part of the setting of the City of Bath World Heritage Site (WHS) 
having a high sensitivity.  The key landscape attributes that could be sensitive 
to wind energy development are: 

• the traditional vernacular expressed in the historic centres of Saltford 
and Corston (both conservation areas), as well as scattered farms; 

• the historic field patterns, hedges and stone walls; 

• the mature trees, including those in hedgerows and lining the River 
Avon, and areas of woodland, including ancient semi-natural woodland at 
Tennant’s Wood and Kelston Park Wood, and the Manor Road Community 
Wood and Avon Valley Country Park; 

• semi-natural grasslands along the River Avon; 

• the elevated land between Corston and Saltford which forms part of 
the ‘green hills’ setting to the Bath World Heritage Site   

• the special qualities of the Cotswolds AONB around Kelston, 
particularly the open landscape, long views, dry stone walls, historic field 
patterns, parkland, tranquillity and rights of way. 

• the setting of the Bath World Heritage Site towards the east; 



 

Land Use Consultants 65  

• the special qualities of the registered historic parks of Kelston Park 
and Newton Park. 

• views that are integral to the character of the conservation areas of 
Corston, Kelston and Saltford; 

2.274 The areas of technical potential lie within the floodplain of the River Avon 
and one spans the river - it will be important to protect any semi-natural 
grasslands and mature trees along the river. 

2.275 Part of one area lies within the Cotwolds AONB, with the other area located 
within 200m of the AONB boundary – impacts on natural beauty and the 
special qualities of the AONB will therefore be a particular consideration 
(particularly the open landscape, long views, dry stone walls, historic field 
patterns, parkland, tranquillity and rights of way). 

2.276 Both of the technically potential areas are situated within 1km of the Bath 
World Heritage Site and lie within areas visible from ‘significant viewpoints’ 
(Alexandra Park and Lansdown Crescent) identified in the Bath World 
Heritage Site Setting Study (see LUC’s landscape sensitivity assessment 
(2010)22 Fig 3.3).  Impacts of development on these views and their 
significance (as recorded in the Bath World Heritage Site setting study) will 
be a key consideration for any development in these areas.  A small part of 
one area is also located within the ‘green hillsides’ that form part of the 
setting of the City of Bath World Heritage Site (WHS). 

2.277 One area with technical potential abuts Kelston Conservation area, with both 
areas located within 1km of four other conservation areas (Corston, Newton 
St Loe, Saltford and Bath), and within 3km of two other conservation areas 
(Englishcombe and North Stoke).  Impacts on views which are integral to the 
character of these conservation areas will be an important consideration for 
development in this LCA. 

2.278 One of the areas identified by CAMCO abuts Kelston Park registered 
park/garden, and the other lies within 300m of the park.  In addition both 
sites lie within 600m of Newton Park registered park/garden.  The impacts on 
the special qualities and reasons for which these landscapes have been 
designated will be a key consideration in these areas.  For example, it will be 
important that development does not diminish the effect of Kelston Round 
Hill as a prominent landmark. 

2.279 Other issues will include potential visual impacts on local residents and 
recreational users of local and long distance footpaths including the Bristol 
and Bath Railway Path, and the Avon Trail. 

2.280 LUC’s landscape sensitivity assessment (2010)23 indicates that the scale of the 
valley in suggests that medium scale turbines are likely to be more suitable 

                                            
22 Land Use Consultants (2010) Landscape Sensitivity Analysis for Wind Energy Development in Bath 
and North East Somerset 
[http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/SiteCollectionDocuments/Environment%20and%20Planning/Landscape%20
Sensitivity%20Analysis%20for%20Wind%20Energy%20in%20Bath%20and%20North%20East%20Somers
et.pdf] 
23 Land Use Consultants (2010) Landscape Sensitivity Analysis for Wind Energy Development in Bath 
and North East Somerset 
[http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/SiteCollectionDocuments/Environment%20and%20Planning/Landscape%20
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than large scale turbines in terms of the fit with landform scale.  The 
assessment notes that the area to the west is large scale and may be able to 
accommodate larger scale turbines than the area in the east (towards Bath) – 
however, the sites with technical potential are located in the east.  If 
development goes ahead, the following considerations should be taken into 
account: 

• Ensure any ancillary features (e.g. buildings and walls) match the local 
vernacular e.g. using local materials. 

• Ensure tracks associated with development do not erode historic field 
patterns; 

• Replace hedgerows and stone walls if they are affected by 
development. 

• Protect mature trees and woodlands from the impacts of 
development, especially ancient semi-natural woodlands and those associated 
with historic landscapes. 

• Protect semi-natural habitats from the impacts of development. 

• Ensure that wind turbines do not adversely impact upon important 
views from the Bath World Heritage Site. 

• Seek to protect other aspects of the setting of the World Heritage 
Site. 

• Ensure wind turbines do not adversely affect the special qualities of 
the AONB which are set out in the AONB Management Plan. 

• Consider views from the Cotswolds AONB scarp when siting wind 
energy developments – aim for a balanced composition that is in scale with 
the landscape. 

• Locate turbines away from the ‘green hillsides’ of Bath World 
Heritage Site (see LUC’s landscape sensitivity assessment (2010)24 Fig 3.3). 

• Ensure wind energy development does not detract from key 
viewpoints from the Bath, including Lansdown Cemetery and Beckford’s 
Tower, Lansdown Crescent, Alexandra Park, Old Newbridge Hill and Sham 
Castle. 

• Ensure wind turbines do not adversely affect the historic qualities of 
Kelston Park and Newton Park as set out in their register entries or 
conservation management plans (if they exist). 

• Protect the integrity of designed views to and from the parks, 
including Kelston Round Hill. 

                                                                                                                             
Sensitivity%20Analysis%20for%20Wind%20Energy%20in%20Bath%20and%20North%20East%20Somers
et.pdf] 
24 Land Use Consultants (2010) Landscape Sensitivity Analysis for Wind Energy Development in Bath 
and North East Somerset 
[http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/SiteCollectionDocuments/Environment%20and%20Planning/Landscape%20
Sensitivity%20Analysis%20for%20Wind%20Energy%20in%20Bath%20and%20North%20East%20Somers
et.pdf] 
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• Seek to protect views that are integral to the character of the 
conservation areas of Corston, Kelston and Saltford. 

 Medium scale wind turbines 

 
 
2.281 The CAMCO report identifies 13 discrete locations within the LCA, and a 

further four locations which cross boundaries with adjacent LCA’s, as being 
technically suitable for medium scale wind turbines. 

2.282 The landscape sensitivity assessment identifies this LCA as having a 
moderate sensitivity to medium scale wind turbines, with the ‘green 
hillsides’ that form part of the setting of the City of Bath World Heritage Site 
(WHS) having a high sensitivity. The key landscape attributes that could be 
sensitive to wind energy development are as above (para. 2.273). 

2.283 Areas of technical potential cover include the River Avon, small areas of 
woodland and some field boundaries. It will be important to protect these 
features, as well as any areas of semi-natural grasslands and mature trees 
along the river. 

2.284 Five areas lie within the Cotwolds AONB and it is likely that medium sized 
turbines within any of the areas with technical potential would be visible from 
the AONB – impacts on natural beauty and the special qualities of the AONB 
(particularly the open landscape, long views, dry stone walls, historic field 
patterns, parkland, tranquillity and rights of way) will therefore be a key 
consideration for development in this LCA. 

2.285 Approximately half of the sites with technical potential lie within areas visible 
from ‘significant viewpoints’ (Sham Castle, Old Newbridge Hill, Twerton 
Round Hill, Alexandra Park, Lansdown Crescent, Lansdown Cemetery, and 
Beckford’s Tower) identified in the Bath World Heritage Site Setting Study 
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(see LUC’s landscape sensitivity assessment (2010)25 Fig 3.3).  Impacts of 
development on these views and their significance (as recorded in the Bath 
World Heritage Site setting study) will be a key consideration for any 
development in these areas. 

2.286 Part of five areas are also located within the ‘green hillsides’ that form part of 
the setting of the City of Bath World Heritage Site (WHS).  These sites have 
a particularly high sensitivity to medium scale turbines and are unlikely to be 
suitable for development. 

2.287 Part of one area identified by CAMCO falls within Kelston Conservation 
Area, and a further four are located within 100m of the settlement.  All of the 
technical potential areas are located within 2 km of one of the following 
conservation areas: Kelston, Corston, Newton St Loe, Keynsham, Saltford, 
Englishcombe and North Stoke and Bath.  Impacts on views which are integral 
to the character of these conservation areas will be an important 
consideration for development in these areas.   

2.288 Four areas identified by CAMCO abut Kelston Park registered park/garden, 
and four further sites lie with 500m of either Kelston Park or Newton Park 
registered park/garden.  The impacts on the special qualities and reasons for 
which these landscapes have been designated will be a key consideration in 
these areas.  For example, it will be important that development does not 
diminish the effect of Kelston Round Hill as a prominent landmark. 

2.289 Other issues will include potential visual impacts on local residents and 
recreational users of local and long distance footpaths, including the Bristol 
and Bath Railway Path, and the Avon Trail. 

2.290 LUC’s landscape sensitivity assessment (2010)26 indicates that medium scale 
turbines are likely to be more suitable than large scale turbines in terms of 
the fit with the scale of the valley.  It is likely that this landscape could 
accommodate some well sited medium scale turbines, perhaps within or 
adjacent to industrial areas, or alongside the A4 or the railway.  However, if 
development of medium scale turbines takes place on these sites, it should be 
in accordance with the considerations set out in paragraph 2.280 above. 

                                            
25 Land Use Consultants (2010) Landscape Sensitivity Analysis for Wind Energy Development in Bath 
and North East Somerset 
[http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/SiteCollectionDocuments/Environment%20and%20Planning/Landscape%20
Sensitivity%20Analysis%20for%20Wind%20Energy%20in%20Bath%20and%20North%20East%20Somers
et.pdf] 
26 Land Use Consultants (2010) Landscape Sensitivity Analysis for Wind Energy Development in Bath 
and North East Somerset 
[http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/SiteCollectionDocuments/Environment%20and%20Planning/Landscape%20
Sensitivity%20Analysis%20for%20Wind%20Energy%20in%20Bath%20and%20North%20East%20Somers
et.pdf] 
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 Small scale wind turbines 

 
 
2.291 The CAMCO report identifies 13 discrete locations within the LCA, and a 

further five locations which cross boundaries with adjacent LCA’s, as being 
technically suitable for small scale wind turbines. 

2.292 The landscape sensitivity assessment identifies this LCA as having a 
moderate-low sensitivity to small scale wind turbines, with the ‘green 
hillsides’ that form part of the setting of the City of Bath World Heritage Site 
(WHS) having a high sensitivity. The key landscape attributes that could be 
sensitive to wind energy development are as above (para. 2.273). 

2.293 Areas of technical potential cover the River Avon, small areas of woodland, 
and field boundaries. It will be important to protect these features, as well as 
any areas of semi-natural grasslands and mature trees along the river. 

2.294 Three areas lie within the Cotwolds AONB – impacts on natural beauty and 
the special qualities of the AONB (particularly the open landscape, long 
views, dry stone walls, historic field patterns, parkland, tranquillity and rights 
of way) will therefore be a key consideration in these areas. 

2.295 More than half of the sites lie within areas visible from ‘significant viewpoints’ 
(Sham Castle, Old Newbridge Hill, Twerton Round Hill, Alexandra Park, 
Lansdown Crescent, Lansdown Cemetery, and Beckford’s Tower) identified 
in the Bath World Heritage Site Setting Study (see LUC’s landscape sensitivity 
assessment (2010)27 Fig 3.3).  Impacts of development on these views and 

                                            
27 Land Use Consultants (2010) Landscape Sensitivity Analysis for Wind Energy Development in Bath 
and North East Somerset 
[http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/SiteCollectionDocuments/Environment%20and%20Planning/Landscape%20
Sensitivity%20Analysis%20for%20Wind%20Energy%20in%20Bath%20and%20North%20East%20Somers
et.pdf] 
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their significance (as recorded in the Bath World Heritage Site setting study) 
will be a key consideration for any development in these areas. 

2.296 Parts of five areas are also located within the ‘green hillsides’ that form part 
of the setting of the City of Bath World Heritage Site (WHS).  These sites 
have a particularly high sensitivity to turbines and are unlikely to be suitable 
for development, particularly those areas situated on the elevated land 
between Corston and Saltford. 

2.297 Part of one area identified by CAMCO falls within Kelston Conservation 
Area.  In addition, all of the technical potential areas are located within 1 km 
of one of the following conservation areas: Kelston, Corston, Newton St Loe, 
Keynsham, Saltford, and Bath.  Impacts on views which are integral to the 
character of these conservation areas will be an important consideration for 
development in these areas. 

2.298 Four areas identified by CAMCO abut Kelston Park registered park/garden, 
and four further nine sites lie with 500m of either Kelston Park or Newton 
Park registered park/garden.  The impacts on the special qualities and reasons 
for which these landscapes have been designated will be a key consideration 
in these areas.  For example, it will be important that development does not 
diminish the effect of Kelston Round Hill as a prominent landmark. 

2.299 Other issues will include potential visual impacts on local residents and 
recreational users of local and long distance footpaths including the Bristol 
and Bath Railway Path, and the Avon Trail. 

2.300 LUC’s landscape sensitivity assessment (2010)28 indicates that the presence of 
human scale features means the landscape would be affected less by smaller 
scale turbines, therefore sensitivity decreases for smaller scale turbines - 
there are likely to be opportunities to accommodate small scale turbines in 
this LCA, in accordance with the considerations set out in paragraph 2.280 
above. 

 Summary of Landscape and Visual Implications for LCA14 
2.301 It is likely that the LCA could accommodate small and medium scale turbines, 

perhaps within or adjacent to industrial areas or alongside the A4 or the 
railway, in accordance with the considerations provided.  It is important to 
note that the landscape would become progressively more sensitive to 
development of a large number of turbines and it may be more desirable to 
have fewer medium or large turbines rather than a greater number of small 
turbines in this relatively large scale landscape.  The areas within the ‘Green 
Hillsides Setting’ of the Bath World Heritage Site have a higher sensitivity, 
and it is unlikely these areas will be able to accommodate any scale of wind 
energy development.  

 

                                            
28 Land Use Consultants (2010) Landscape Sensitivity Analysis for Wind Energy Development in Bath 
and North East Somerset 
[http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/SiteCollectionDocuments/Environment%20and%20Planning/Landscape%20
Sensitivity%20Analysis%20for%20Wind%20Energy%20in%20Bath%20and%20North%20East%20Somers
et.pdf] 
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LCA 15: NORTON RADSTOCK SOUTHERN FARMLANDS 

Large scale wind turbines 
2.302 The CAMCO report identifies no locations as being technically suitable for 

large scale wind turbines. 

Medium scale wind turbines 
 

  
 
2.303 The CAMCO report identifies five relatively small locations within the LCA, 

as being technically suitable for medium scale wind turbines. 

2.304 The landscape sensitivity assessment identifies this LCA as having a 
moderate sensitivity to medium scale wind turbines.  The key landscape 
attributes that could be sensitive to wind energy development are: 

• the historic field patterns and hedgerows; 

• the traditional vernacular of farms and outbuildings, and of the 
Midsomer Norton and Welton and Radstock Conservation Areas; 

• Grove Wood and other areas of woodland and mature trees; 

• views that are integral to the character of the Midsomer Norton and 
Welton, and Radstock Conservation Areas. 

2.305 The areas with technical potential lie some distance from individual farms but 
include some field boundaries with hedgerows – it will be important to 
preserve field patterns.   

2.306 One area of technical potential abuts Radstock Conservation Area, with 
three areas located within 1km of either Radstock or Midsomer Norton and 
Welton conservation areas, and another within 2km of Midsomer Norton 
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and Welton conservation area.  Impacts on views which are integral to the 
character of these conservation areas will be an important consideration for 
development in these areas. 

2.307 Other issues will include potential visual impacts on local residents and 
recreational users of local footpaths.  

2.308 It is likely that this landscape could accommodate some well sited medium 
scale turbines, perhaps adjacent to industrial areas and on the more open 
plateaux areas, in accordance with the following considerations: 

• Ensure tracks associated with development do not erode historic field 
patterns, and that hedgerows affected are replaced. 

• Ensure ancillary features match the local vernacular e.g. using local 
materials for any substation or other buildings. 

• Protect ancient semi-natural woodland and mature trees from the 
impacts of development. 

• Seek to protect views that are integral to the character of Midsomer 
Norton and Welton, and Radstock Conservation Areas. 

Small scale wind turbines 
 

  
 
2.309 The CAMCO report identifies that approximately half of this LCA is 

technically suitable for small scale wind turbines. 

2.310 This landscape sensitivity assessment identifies this LCA as having a low 
sensitivity to small scale turbines.  The key landscape attributes that could 
be sensitive to wind energy development are as above (para. 2.304). 
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2.311 The areas with technical potential include some field boundaries with 
hedgerows and small areas of woodland – it will be important to preserve 
field patterns and woodland as part of any development   

2.312 Part of one area of technical potential is located within Radstock 
Conservation Area, with a number of areas within 500m of either Radstock 
or Midsomer Norton and Welton conservation areas.  Impacts on views 
which are integral to the character of these conservation areas will be an 
important consideration for development in these areas. 

2.313 Other issues will include potential visual impacts on local residents and 
recreational users of local footpaths. 

2.314 Sensitivity decreases for smaller scale turbines.  Since the LCA is 
predominantly a large scale landscape, it may be more desirable to have fewer 
medium turbines rather than a greater number of smaller turbines to 
minimise visual clutter.  If development of small scale turbines takes place on 
these sites, it should be in accordance with the considerations set out in 
paragraph 2.308 above. 

Summary of Landscape and Visual Implications for LCA15 
2.315 It is likely that the LCA could accommodate some well sited medium 

turbines, as well as small scale turbines, in accordance with the considerations 
provided.  It is important to note that the landscape would become 
progressively more sensitive to development of turbines and it may be more 
desirable to have fewer medium turbines rather than a greater number of 
small turbines in this relatively large scale landscape.  
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LCA 16: COTSWOLDS PLATEAUX AND VALLEYS 

Large scale wind turbines 

 
2.316 The CAMCO report identifies three discrete locations in the north as being 

technically suitable for large scale wind turbines. 

2.317 The landscape sensitivity assessment identifies this LCA as having a moderate-
high sensitivity to large scale wind turbines, with the ‘green hillsides’ that 
form part of the setting of the City of Bath World Heritage Site (WHS) 
having a high sensitivity.  The key landscape attributes that could be sensitive 
to wind energy development are: 

• the distinctive scarp and prominent hills that form a setting to Bath 
World Heritage Site; 

• the special qualities of the AONB, particularly the open landscapes, 
long distance views, dry stone walls, historic field patterns, traditional barns, 
parkland, archaeological and historical sites, drove roads, high levels of 
tranquillity, accessible rights of way, and traditional settlements. 

• the historic landmarks such as Solsbury Hill Fort, Little Down Camp, 
Beckford’s Tower and Sham Castle; 

• the historic villages and vernacular architecture, especially 
conservation areas; 

• the historic field patterns, dry stone walls, hedgerows and drove 
roads; 

• the tranquil character and relative sense of remoteness; 

• the limestone grassland and ancient beech woodland; 
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• the area’s Registered Parks and Gardens (including some within Bath) 
and views from these, including the view to Lansdown Hill from Abbey 
Cemetery, the view to Prior Park from Crowe Hall, the view south-west 
over Bath from Lansdown Cemetery, the view north over Bath from Prior 
Park, and the view east from St Catherine’s Court to the small valley and 
ridges. 

• views that are integral to the character of the conservation areas of 
Bath, Bathampton, Batheaston, Charlcombe, Claverton, Kelston, North 
Stoke, South Stoke and Upper Swainswick ; 

2.318 The areas with technical potential include some steep landforms as well as 
plateau tops.  The areas include some areas of woodland and hedgerows - it 
will be important to protect these characteristics. 

2.319 All areas of technical potential lie within the Cotswolds AONB – impacts on 
natural beauty and the special qualities of the AONB as listed in the AONB 
Management Plan will therefore be a key consideration for any development 
in this LCA.   

2.320 Part of one area is located within the ‘green hillsides’ that form part of the 
setting of the City of Bath World Heritage Site (WHS) and this site will have 
a particularly high sensitivity to development.  In addition, part of two sites 
fall within the areas visible from ‘significant viewpoints’ (Lansdown Crescent, 
Alexandra Park, Twerton Round Hill, Sham Castle, and Widcombe Hill) 
identified in the Bath World Heritage Site Setting Study (see LUC’s landscape 
sensitivity assessment (2010)29 Fig 3.3) – impacts on these views and their 
significance (as recorded in the Bath World Heritage Site setting study) will 
be a key consideration for any development in these areas. 

2.321 All three areas with technical potential lie within 3km of one or more 
conservation areas (North Stoke, Saltford, Kelston, Corston, Newton St Loe, 
Bath, Charlcombe and Upper Swainswick).  Impacts on views which are 
integral to the character of these conservation areas will be an important 
consideration for development in these areas. 

2.322 One area is just under 1km from Kelston Park, English Heritage Registered 
park/garden – impacts on views from here and the reason for which this 
landscape is designated will be a consideration for development in this area.  
For example, it will be important that development does not diminish the 
effect of Kelston Round Hill as a prominent landmark 

2.323 One area of technical potential lies adjacent to Little Down Camp historic 
landmark.  It will be important to ensure development does not adversely 
impact on the reasons for why this historic landmark has been designated, or 
diminish its prominence as a landmark.  

                                            
29 Land Use Consultants (2010) Landscape Sensitivity Analysis for Wind Energy Development in Bath 
and North East Somerset 
[http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/SiteCollectionDocuments/Environment%20and%20Planning/Landscape%20
Sensitivity%20Analysis%20for%20Wind%20Energy%20in%20Bath%20and%20North%20East%20Somers
et.pdf] 
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2.324 Other issues will include potential visual impacts on local residents, and 
recreational users of local and long distance footpaths, including the 
Cotswold Way which crosses two sites. 

2.325 LUC’s landscape sensitivity assessment (2010)30 indicates that the presence of 
human scale features, particularly in the valleys, means large and medium 
scale turbines are likely to appear ‘out of scale’ with the landscape of the 
scarp slope and valleys, but that the larger scale landform/field patterns of the 
plateaux and the presence of larger features in these means these plateaux 
areas are likely to be able to accommodate larger scale features, well away 
from the green hillsides setting of the Bath World Heritage Site.  Parts of two 
areas occupy plateau tops, although these lie close to historic features.  If 
development goes ahead, the following considerations should be taken into 
account: 

•  Locate any turbines away from the ‘green hillsides’ of the Bath World 
Heritage Site and steep valley sides.   

• Ensure the special qualities of views identified in the World Heritage 
Site Setting Study are preserved, including from the ‘key viewpoints’ of 
Prospect Stile, Lansdown Cemetery and Beckford’s Tower, Lansdown 
Crescent, North Parade, Solsbury Hill, Camden Crescent, Alexandra Park, 
Twerton Round Hill, Old Newbridge Hill, Sham Castle and Widcombe Hill. 

• Seek to protect other aspects of the setting of the World Heritage 
Site. 

• Most of this area lies within the Cotswolds AONB which is protected 
for its special qualities.  Ensure wind turbines do not adversely affect the 
special qualities of the AONB which are set out in the AONB Management 
Plan.   

• Consider views within and across the Cotswolds AONB when siting 
wind energy developments – aim for a balanced composition that is in scale 
with the landscape. 

• Seek opportunities to achieve wider landscape management objectives 
identified in the Cotswolds AONB Management Plan and Bath World 
Heritage Site Management Plan. 

• Seek to protect the appreciation and understanding of historic 
landmarks such as Solsbury Hill Fort, Little Down Camp, Beckford’s Tower, 
and Sham Castle – particularly as seen from key views within and across Bath, 
as recorded in the Bath World Heritage Site setting study. 

• Ensure ancillary features match the local vernacular e.g. using local 
materials for any substation or other buildings. 

• Ensure tracks associated with development do not damage old drove 
roads, or eliminate historic field patterns. 

                                            
30 Land Use Consultants (2010) Landscape Sensitivity Analysis for Wind Energy Development in Bath 
and North East Somerset 
[http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/SiteCollectionDocuments/Environment%20and%20Planning/Landscape%20
Sensitivity%20Analysis%20for%20Wind%20Energy%20in%20Bath%20and%20North%20East%20Somers
et.pdf] 
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• Ensure dry stone walls and hedgerows are replaced if they are affected 
by development. 

• There may be more opportunities to accommodate turbines within or 
adjacent to existing building complexes/developments, on brownfield land, or 
alongside main roads. 

• Protect areas of limestone grassland, ancient beech woodland, and 
parkland. 

• Protect Registered Parks and Gardens from the impacts of 
development. 

• Ensure wind energy development does not detract from designed 
views from Registered Parks and Gardens, notably the view to Lansdown Hill 
from Abbey Cemetery, the view to Prior Park from Crowe Hall, the view 
south-west over Bath from Lansdown Cemetery, the view north over Bath 
from Prior Park, and the view east from St Catherine’s Court to the small 
valley and ridges. 

• Seek to preserve views that are integral to the character of the 
conservation areas of Bath, Bathampton, Batheaston, Charlcombe, Claverton, 
Kelston, North Stoke, South Stoke and Upper Swainswick. 

Medium scale wind turbines 

 
 
2.326 The CAMCO report identifies several areas in the north part of the LCA, an 

isolated area at Bathampton Down and a further isolated area above 
Claverton, as being technically suitable for medium scale wind turbines. 

2.327 The landscape sensitivity assessment identifies this LCA as having a 
moderate-high sensitivity to medium scale wind turbines, with the ‘green 
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hillsides’ that form part of the setting of the City of Bath World Heritage Site 
(WHS) having a high sensitivity.  The key landscape attributes that could be 
sensitive to wind energy development are listed in para. 2.317 above. 

2.328 The areas with technical potential include some steep landforms as well as 
plateau tops.  The areas include some areas of woodland and hedgerows - it 
will be important to protect these characteristics. 

2.329 All areas of technical potential lie within the Cotswolds AONB – impacts on 
natural beauty and the special qualities of the AONB as listed in the AONB 
Management Plan will therefore be a key consideration for development of 
any turbines in this LCA.   

2.330 The whole of six areas with technical potential (including the Bathampton 
Downs site), and part of three additional areas, are located within the ‘green 
hillsides’ that form part of the setting of the City of Bath World Heritage Site 
(WHS) – these sites have a particularly high sensitivity to wind energy 
development.  In addition, parts of a number of sites with technical potential 
fall within the areas visible from ‘significant viewpoints’ identified in the Bath 
World Heritage Site Setting Study (see LUC’s landscape sensitivity 
assessment (2010)31 Fig 3.332 – impacts on these views and their significance 
(as recorded in the Bath World Heritage Site setting study) will be a key 
consideration for any development in these areas. 

2.331 Eight areas identified as having technical potential lie within 500m of one or 
more conservation areas (North Stoke, Kelston, Bath, Claverton, 
Batheastern, Charlcombe and Upper Swainswick) in the majority of areas 
with technical potential lie within 2km of one or more of the following 
conservation areas: North Stoke, Bathford, Bathhampton, Saltford, Corston, 
Kelston, Bath, Claverton, Batheastern, Charlcombe and Upper Swainswick.  
Impacts on views which are integral to the character of these conservation 
areas will be an important consideration for development in these areas. 

2.332 One area with technical potential is just under 500m from Kelston Park 
registered park/garden, a further two areas lie within 600m of Lansdown 
Cemetery registered park/garden, and another area of technical potential lies 
just under 500m from St Catherine’s Court registered park/garden – impacts 
on views from these landscapes and the reason for which they are designated 
will be a consideration for development in these areas.  For example, it will 
be important that development does not diminish the effect of Kelston 
Round Hill as a prominent landmark, that it does not adversely affect views 

                                            
31 Land Use Consultants (2010) Landscape Sensitivity Analysis for Wind Energy Development in Bath 
and North East Somerset 
[http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/SiteCollectionDocuments/Environment%20and%20Planning/Landscape%20
Sensitivity%20Analysis%20for%20Wind%20Energy%20in%20Bath%20and%20North%20East%20Somers
et.pdf] 
32 One area with technical potential and part of eight other areas forms part of the visual envelopes of 
views from Twerton Round Hill; One area with technical potential and part of six other areas forms 
part of the visual envelopes of views from Alexandra Park; One area of technical potential forms part 
of the visual envelope of views from Little Solsbury Hill; Part of three areas forms part of the visual 
envelopes of views from Widcombe Hill; Part of two areas of technical potential form part of the 
visual envelope of views from Prospect Stile and Lansdown Cemetery; and part of one technical 
potential forms part of the visual envelope of views from Lansdown Cresent, Old Newbridge Hill and 
Sham Castle. 
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from the Lansdown Cemetery in a south-westerly direction over the western 
part of Bath and to the surrounding hills, or views to the east from St 
Catherine’s Court across the small valley (as noted in their citations). 

2.333 Areas of technical potential lie next to historic landmarks (Little Down Camp, 
Solsbury Hill Fort and Bathampton Camp, which lies close to Sham Castle). 
Impacts on the reasons for why these historic landmarks have been 
designated will be a key consideration. 

2.334 Other issues will include potential visual impacts on local residents, and 
recreational users of local and long distance footpaths, including the 
Cotswold Way and Limestone Link which cross or lie close to some areas 
with technical potential. 

2.335 LUC’s landscape sensitivity assessment (2010)33 indicates that the presence of 
human scale features, particularly in the valleys, means large and medium 
scale turbines are likely to appear ‘out of scale’ with the landscape of the 
scarp slope and valleys, but that the larger scale landform/field patterns of the 
plateaux and the presence of larger features in these means these plateaux 
areas are likely to be able to accommodate larger scale features.  Some of the 
areas occupy plateau tops and these will generally be the best areas for 
development of turbines, away from the green hillsides setting of the Bath 
World Heritage Site.  Any development would need to be in accordance with 
the considerations set out in paragraph 2.325 above. 

                                            
33 Land Use Consultants (2010) Landscape Sensitivity Analysis for Wind Energy Development in Bath 
and North East Somerset 
[http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/SiteCollectionDocuments/Environment%20and%20Planning/Landscape%20
Sensitivity%20Analysis%20for%20Wind%20Energy%20in%20Bath%20and%20North%20East%20Somers
et.pdf] 
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Small scale wind turbines 

 
 
2.336 The CAMCO report identifies many part of this LCA (except for Claverton 

Down) as being suitable for small scale wind turbines. 

2.337 The landscape sensitivity assessment identifies this LCA as having a 
moderate sensitivity to small scale wind turbines, with the ‘green hillsides’ 
that form part of the setting of the City of Bath World Heritage Site (WHS) 
having a high sensitivity.  The key landscape attributes that could be sensitive 
to wind energy development are listed in para. 2.317 above. 

2.338 The areas with technical potential include some steep landforms as well as 
plateau tops.  The areas include some areas of woodland and hedgerows - it 
will be important to protect these characteristics. 

2.339 All areas of technical potential lie within the Cotswolds AONB and impacts 
on natural beauty and the special qualities of the AONB as listed in the 
AONB Management Plan will therefore be a key consideration for any 
development in this LCA.   

2.340 A number of areas of technical potential are located within the ‘green 
hillsides’ that form part of the setting of the City of Bath World Heritage Site 
(WHS) and these sites will have a particularly high sensitivity to development 
of any turbines.   

2.341 In addition, a number of areas with technical potential also fall within areas 
visible from ‘significant viewpoints’ identified in the Bath World Heritage Site 
Setting Study (see LUC’s landscape sensitivity assessment (2010)34 Fig 3.3)35 

                                            
34 Land Use Consultants (2010) Landscape Sensitivity Analysis for Wind Energy Development in Bath 
and North East Somerset 
[http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/SiteCollectionDocuments/Environment%20and%20Planning/Landscape%20
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– impacts on these views and their significance (as recorded in the Bath 
World Heritage Site setting study) will be a key consideration for any 
development in these areas. 

2.342 A number of areas with technical potential lie within 1km of one or more 
conservation areas (North Stoke, Kelston, Bathford, Bathhampton, Bath, 
Claverton, Batheastern, Charlcombe, Upper Swainswick, Monkton Combe 
and South Stoke).  Impacts on views which are integral to the character of 
these conservation areas will be an important consideration for development 
in these areas. 

2.343 Five areas of technical potential are under 500m from Kelston Park, English 
Heritage Registered park/garden, a further two areas lie within 500m of 
Lansdown Cemetery Park, and another area abuts St Catherine’s Court 
registered park/garden and Claverton Manor registered park/garden – – 
impacts on views from these landscapes and the reason for which they are 
designated will be a consideration for development in these areas.  For 
example, it will be important that development does not diminish the effect 
of Kelston Round Hill as a prominent landmark, that it does adversely affect 
views from the Lansdown Cemetery in a south-westerly direction over the 
western part of Bath and to the surrounding hills, views to the east from St 
Catherin’s Court where a small valley makes an opening in the surrounding 
ridges, or views east overlooking the Avon from Claverton Manor. 

2.344 Several areas of technical potential lie adjacent to one or more historic 
landmarks (Little Down Camp; Solsbury Hill Camp; Bathampton Camp, which 
lies close to Sham Castle). Impacts on the reasons for why these historic 
landmarks have been designated will be a key consideration. 

2.345 Other issues will include potential visual impacts on local residents, and 
recreational users of local and long distance footpaths, with a number of 
areas crossing the Cotswold Way or located close to the Limestone Link. 

2.346 It is likely that small scale turbines will able to be accommodated within this 
LCA, away from the green hillsides setting of the Bath World Heritage Site.  
If development of small scale turbines takes place on these sites, it should be 
in accordance with the considerations set out in paragraph 2.325 above. 

Summary of Landscape and Visual Implications for LCA16 
2.347 There may be opportunities to accommodate medium or large scale wind 

turbines on the flat topped plateaux away from the scarps, as well as small 
scale turbines associated with existing buildings, in accordance with the 
considerations provided.  No areas within the ‘green hillsides’ that forms the 
Bath World Heritage Site are likely to be able to accommodate development 
of wind turbines at any scale.  

                                                                                                                             
Sensitivity%20Analysis%20for%20Wind%20Energy%20in%20Bath%20and%20North%20East%20Somers
et.pdf] 
35 Several areas of technical potential, or parts of these areas, to the north and east of Bath lie with 
the visual envelopes of views from Twerton Round Hill, Alexandra Park, Little Solsbury Hill, 
Widcombe Hill, Prospect Stile, Lansdown Cemetery, Lansdown Crescent, Old Newbridge Hill, Sham 
Castle, Beckford’s Tower and Camden Crescent. 
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LCA 17: HINTON CHARTERHOUSE AND BAGGRIDGE 
PLATEAUX 

Large scale wind turbines 

 
 
2.348 The CAMCO report identifies six discrete locations (one a very narrow 

sliver) as being technically suitable for large scale wind turbines. 

2.349 The landscape sensitivity assessment identifies this LCA as having a 
moderate-high sensitivity to large scale wind turbines.  The key landscape 
attributes that could be sensitive to wind energy development are: 

• the historic skyline features including the church at Hinton 
Charterhouse, Stony Littleton Neolithic Long Barrow and various Bronze 
Age barrows on Midford Hill,  

• the traditional vernacular of villages and farmsteads, especially within 
Hinton Charterhouse conservation area; 

• the historic field patterns, dry limestone walls, hedgerows and drove 
roads; 

• the numerous mature trees, including hedgerow trees and woodland. 

• the special qualities of the AONB in the northern part of the area, 
especially the long distance views, dry stone walls, historic field patterns, 
archaeological and historic sites, drove roads and traditional settlements. 

• views that are integral to the character of Hinton Charterhouse 
conservation area. 
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2.350 The areas with technical potential include some areas of woodland and 
hedgerow – it will be important to protect these.  Two of the areas (including 
the sliver) are located in the Cotswolds AONB and large turbines on the 
other sites would be visible from the AONB – impacts on natural beauty and 
the special qualities of the AONB as listed in the AONB Management Plan 
will therefore be a key consideration for development in this LCA. 

2.351 One area is just under 1km from Hinton House Historic Park (locally 
designated) – impacts on the reason for which this landscape is designated 
will be a consideration for development in this area.    

2.352 One area is within 1km of Hinton Charterhouse conservation area and 
another four of the areas with technical potential are within 3km of Hinton 
Charterhouse.  Two areas are within 3km of Freshford conservation area.  
One area is within 1km of Wellow conservation area and another four sites 
are within 3km of this conservation area.  One of the sites is also within 3km 
of Combe Hay conservation area.  Impacts on views which are integral to the 
character of these conservation areas will be an important consideration for 
development in these areas. 

2.353 Other issues will include potential visual impacts on local residents, and 
recreational users of local footpaths. 

2.354 LUC’s landscape sensitivity assessment (2010)36 indicates that the special 
qualities associated with the Cotswolds AONB increase sensitivity to wind 
energy development in the northern part of the area and that, although the 
largest scale turbines are likely to appear ‘out of scale’ with the landscape, the 
large-scale landform / field patterns of much of the plateaux means that the 
LCA is more likely to be able to accommodate larger-scale wind turbines 
than some other parts of the district.  If development goes ahead, the 
following considerations should be taken into account: 

• Seek to protect the appreciation and understanding of historic skyline 
features such as the church at Hinton Charterhouse, Stony Littleton 
Neolithic Long Barrow and various Bronze Age barrows on Midford Hill.  

• Ensure ancillary features match the local vernacular e.g. using local 
materials for any substation or other buildings.  

• Ensure tracks associated with development do not damage old drove 
roads, or historic field patterns. 

• Ensure dry stone walls and hedgerows are replaced if they are affected 
by development. 

• Protect mature trees and woodland from the impacts of development. 

• The northern part of the east plateau falls within the Cotswolds 
AONB, which is protected for its special qualities.  Ensure wind turbines do 

                                            
36 Land Use Consultants (2010) Landscape Sensitivity Analysis for Wind Energy Development in Bath 
and North East Somerset 
[http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/SiteCollectionDocuments/Environment%20and%20Planning/Landscape%20
Sensitivity%20Analysis%20for%20Wind%20Energy%20in%20Bath%20and%20North%20East%20Somers
et.pdf] 
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not adversely affect the special qualities of the AONB which are set out in 
the AONB Management Plan.   

• Consider views from the Cotswolds AONB when siting wind energy 
developments – aim for a balanced composition that is in scale with the 
landscape. 

• Seek opportunities to achieve wider landscape management objectives 
identified in the Cotswolds AONB Management Plan. 

• Seek to protect views that are integral to the character of Hinton 
Charterhouse conservation area and seek to protect the setting of the 
World Heritage Site. 

Medium scale wind turbines 

 
 
2.355 The CAMCO report identifies a large proportion of the western part of the 

LCA and another six scattered areas in the eastern part as being suitable for 
medium scale wind turbines. 

2.356 The landscape sensitivity assessment identifies this LCA as having a moderate 
sensitivity to medium scale wind turbines.  The key landscape attributes that 
could be sensitive to wind energy development are listed in para. 2.349 
above. 

2.357 The areas with technical potential include some areas of woodland and 
hedgerow, and some steep slopes – it will be important to protect these.   

2.358 Five of the areas (including the sliver) are located entirely or partly within the 
Cotswolds AONB and medium turbines on the other areas of technical 
potential within this LCA are likely to be visible from the AONB – impacts on 
natural beauty and the special qualities of the AONB (especially the long 
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distance views, dry stone walls, historic field patterns, archaeological and 
historic sites, drove roads and traditional settlements) as listed in the AONB 
Management Plan will therefore be a key consideration for development in 
this LCA. 

2.359 One area falls within Hinton House Historic Park (locally designated), and 
two areas lie within 600m of this landscape – impacts on the reason for which 
this landscape is designated will be a consideration for development in this 
area.    

2.360 Eight areas of technical potential lie within 1km of conservation areas (Hinton 
Charterhouse, Freshford and Wellow), three of which lie within 500m of one 
of these conservation areas. Impacts on views which are integral to the 
character of these conservation areas will be an important consideration for 
development in these areas. 

2.361 Other issues will include potential visual impacts on local residents, and 
recreational users of local footpaths. 

2.362 LUC’s landscape sensitivity assessment (2010)37 indicates that the special 
qualities associated with the Cotswolds AONB increase sensitivity to wind 
energy development in the northern part of the area and that, however, the 
large-scale landform / field patterns of much of the plateaux means that the 
LCA is more likely to be able to accommodate larger-scale wind turbines 
than some other parts of the district.  Although the landscape is less sensitive 
to smaller scale turbines, it is likely that this landscape could accommodate 
some well sited medium scale turbines, perhaps, on top of the plateaux.  
However, if development of medium scale turbines takes place on these sites, 
it should be in accordance with the considerations set out in paragraph 2.354 
above. 

                                            
37 Land Use Consultants (2010) Landscape Sensitivity Analysis for Wind Energy Development in Bath 
and North East Somerset 
[http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/SiteCollectionDocuments/Environment%20and%20Planning/Landscape%20
Sensitivity%20Analysis%20for%20Wind%20Energy%20in%20Bath%20and%20North%20East%20Somers
et.pdf] 
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Small scale wind turbines 

 
 
2.363 The CAMCO report identifies many parts of the landscape outside the 

settlements as being technically suitable for small scale wind turbines. 

2.364 The landscape sensitivity assessment identifies this LCA as having a 
moderate-low sensitivity to small scale wind turbines.  The key landscape 
attributes that could be sensitive to wind energy development are listed in 
para. 2.349 above. 

2.365 The areas with technical potential include areas of woodland and hedgerow, 
and some steep slopes – it will be important to protect these.   

2.366 Most of the area in the northern part of the LCA, which lies within the 
Cotswolds AONB has been identified by CAMCO as technically suitable for 
small scale turbines – impacts on natural beauty and the special qualities of 
the AONB (especially the long distance views, dry stone walls, historic field 
patterns, archaeological and historic sites, drove roads and traditional 
settlements) as listed in the AONB Management Plan will therefore be a key 
consideration for development in this LCA. 

2.367 A large proportion of Hinton House Historic Park (locally designated) has 
been identified as being technically potential for small scale turbines, and 
several areas abut or lie close to this landscape – impacts on the reason for 
which this landscape is designated will be a consideration for development in 
this area.    

2.368 Many of the sites lie relatively close to one or more conservation areas 
(Hinton Charterhouse, Freshford and Wellow) - impacts on views that are 
integral to the character of these conservation areas will therefore be an 
important consideration for development in these areas.    
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2.369 Other issues will include potential visual impacts on local residents, and 
recreational users of local footpaths. 

2.370 It is likely that small scale turbines will able to be accommodated within this 
LCA. LUC’s landscape sensitivity assessment (2010)38 that the relatively large 
scale landform, simple landscape pattern and presence of tracks/ man-made 
features reduce sensitivity to wind turbine development, the presence of 
human scale indicators and villages (including the Conservation Area of 
Hinton Charterhouse), the prominent skylines, historic skyline features and 
tranquil character increase sensitivity.  The special qualities associated with 
the Cotswolds AONB (particularly the long distance views, dry stone walls, 
historic field patterns, archaeological and historic sites, drove roads and 
traditional settlements) increase sensitivity to wind energy development in 
the northern part of the area. However, the human scale and complexity of 
the landscape would be affected less by smaller scale turbines, therefore 
sensitivity decreases for smaller scale turbines.  If development of small scale 
turbines takes place on these sites, it should be in accordance with the 
considerations set out in paragraph 2.354 above. 

Summary of Landscape and Visual Implications for LCA17 
2.371 LUC’s landscape sensitivity assessment (2010)39 indicates that there may be 

opportunities to accommodate wind turbines within this LCA, and that higher 
sensitivity areas are on the edges of the plateaux and less sensitive areas on 
top of the plateaux.  It is likely that the LCA could accommodate small scale 
turbines, and possibly some well sited medium or large turbines, in 
accordance with the considerations provided.  The large-scale landform / field 
patterns of much of the plateaux means that it is more likely to be able to 
accommodate larger-scale wind turbines than some other parts of the 
district, though the largest scale turbines are likely to appear ‘out of scale’ 
with the landscape.   It is important to note that the landscape would become 
progressively more sensitive to development of a large number of turbines 
and it may be more desirable to have fewer medium turbines rather than a 
greater number of small turbines in this relatively large scale landscape.  

                                            
38 Land Use Consultants (2010) Landscape Sensitivity Analysis for Wind Energy Development in Bath 
and North East Somerset 
[http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/SiteCollectionDocuments/Environment%20and%20Planning/Landscape%20
Sensitivity%20Analysis%20for%20Wind%20Energy%20in%20Bath%20and%20North%20East%20Somers
et.pdf] 
39 Land Use Consultants (2010) Landscape Sensitivity Analysis for Wind Energy Development in Bath 
and North East Somerset 
[http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/SiteCollectionDocuments/Environment%20and%20Planning/Landscape%20
Sensitivity%20Analysis%20for%20Wind%20Energy%20in%20Bath%20and%20North%20East%20Somers
et.pdf] 
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LCA 18: BATHFORD & LIMPSLEY STOKE 

Large scale wind turbines 
2.372 The CAMCO report does not identify any locations as suitable for large scale 

wind turbines. 

Medium scale wind turbines 

 
 
2.373 The CAMCO report identifies a number of discrete locations within the LCA 

as being technically suitable for medium scale wind turbines.   

2.374 LUC’s landscape sensitivity assessment (2010) identifies the majority of this 
LCA as having a moderate-high sensitivity to medium scale wind turbines, 
with the area above Bathford (a ‘green hillside’ that forms a setting to the 
Bath World Heritage Site) having a high sensitivity.  Most of the areas with 
technical potential fall within the moderate-high sensitivity area, with one of 
the sites falling within the high sensitivity area close to Browns Folly. 

2.375 The key landscape attributes of this LCA that could be sensitive to wind 
energy development are: 

• the special qualities of the AONB, particularly the long distance views, 
dry stone walls, historic field patterns, traditional barns, parkland, 
archaeological and historical sites, commons, drove roads, high levels of 
tranquillity, accessible rights of way network, and traditional settlements; 

• the steep, well-wooded valley slopes of the Avon, Frome, Midford and 
By Brook; 

• the historic vernacular associated with villages, farms and large houses, 
especially within conservation areas; 
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• the surviving medieval field patterns, hedgerows and limestone walls; 

• the large areas of ancient semi-natural woodland, and the numerous 
mature hedgerow and riparian trees;  

• the distinctive landmark features, including Warleigh and Claverton 
Manors, the Dundas aqueduct, Claverton Pumping Station, Mills, and Brown’s 
Folly above Bathford; 

• the green hillsides that form a setting to Bath World Heritage Site and 
key views from the Bath World Heritage Site; 

• the special qualities of the registered parks and gardens, namely 
Claverton Manor within the LCA and Iford Manor beyond the south-eastern 
boundary; 

• views that are integral to the character of the conservation areas of 
Bath, Bathampton, Batheaston, Bathford, Claverton, Freshford and Monkton 
Combe, notably views east across the Avon Valley from Claverton; 

2.376 All but one of the sites (at Farleigh Plain) lie within the Cotswolds AONB – 
impacts on natural beauty and on the special qualities of the AONB as listed 
in the AONB Management Plan will therefore be a key consideration for all of 
these sites.   

2.377 Five sites are within 500m of a conservation area (the Claverton and Bathford 
Conservation Areas).  Many of the other sites are within 1km of a 
Conservation Area (Claverton, Bathford, Monkton Coombe, Bath or 
Freshford) – impacts on views that are integral to the character of these 
conservation areas will therefore be an important consideration for 
development in these areas.    

2.378 At least one of the sites is within 500m from the Dundas Aqueduct, 500m of 
Warleigh Manor, 500m of Brown’s Folly, 1km of Claverton Manor and 1km 
of Claverton Pumping Station.   Impact on these features as landmarks is 
therefore an important consideration.  One of the sites is also within 500m of 
Claverton Manor registered historic park/garden and another two sites are 
within1km of this registered landscape – impact on the reasons for which this 
landscape is designated will be a key consideration. 

2.379 One of the areas falls within the green hillsides of Bath at Bathford Hill – this 
area will be particularly sensitive to wind energy development. 

2.380 In addition, several of the sites lie adjacent to the Limestone Link long 
distance footpath and other local footpaths – impacts on views from these 
locations will also be an important consideration. 

2.381 All of the sites with technical potential lie in the incised valleys whose sides 
rise to above 100m above the valley floor.  It will be important that turbines 
do not dominate the scale of the valleys and it is therefore likely that medium 
scale turbines (that can be up to 95m to tip) could appear 'out of scale' with 
the intimate valleys of this LCA.  However, if development of medium scale 
turbines takes place on these sites, the considerations below should be taken 
into account: 
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• Most of this area lies within the Cotswolds AONB which is protected 
for its special qualities.  Ensure wind turbines do not adversely affect the 
special qualities of the AONB, particularly the long distance views, dry stone 
walls, historic field patterns, traditional barns, parkland, archaeological and 
historical sites, commons, drove roads, high levels of tranquillity, accessible 
rights of way network, and traditional settlements.   

• Consider views from other parts of the Cotswolds AONB when siting 
wind energy developments – aim for a balanced composition that is in scale 
with the landscape. 

• Seek opportunities to achieve wider landscape management objectives 
identified in the Cotswolds AONB Management Plan. 

• Seek to protect the setting of the World Heritage Site. 

• Locate any turbines away from the steep, wooded valley slopes. 

• Ensure ancillary features associated with any wind energy 
development match the local vernacular e.g. using local materials for any 
substation or other buildings. 

• Ensure tracks associated with development do not damage historic 
lanes, or erode historic field patterns. 

• Ensure dry stone walls and hedgerows are replaced if they are affected 
by development. 

• Protect mature trees and woodland from the impacts of development. 

• Seek to protect the appreciation and understanding of these 
distinctive historic features. 

• Locate turbines away from the ‘green hillsides’ that form a setting to 
the Bath World Heritage Site.  

• Seek to protect the special qualities of the key views set out in the 
Bath World Heritage Site setting study, including those from Prospect Stile, 
Solsbury Hill and Alexandra Park.  

• Protect Claverton Manor from the impacts of development and the 
character of panoramic views from the park; 

• Seek to protect the special qualities of designed views, namely views 
over the Avon from Claverton Manor, and views south-west from Iford 
Manor over the Frome Valley. 

• Seek to preserve views that are integral to the character of 
conservation areas, including the views east across the Avon valley from 
Claverton. 
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Small scale wind turbines 

 
 
2.382 The CAMCO report identifies many parts of the landscape outside the 

settlements as being technically suitable for small scale wind turbines. 

2.383 LUC’s landscape sensitivity assessment (2010) identifies the majority of this 
LCA as having a moderate sensitivity to medium scale wind turbines, with the 
area above Bathford (a ‘green hillside’ that forms a setting to the Bath World 
Heritage Site) having a high sensitivity.  Most of the areas with technical 
potential fall within the moderate sensitivity area, with three areas falling 
within the high sensitivity ‘green hillsides’ area.  The key landscape attributes 
that could be sensitive to wind energy development are as above (para. 
2.375). 

2.384 Most of the sites with technical potential lie within the Cotswolds AONB 
(where sensitivity is higher and where impacts on natural beauty and on the 
special qualities of the AONB as listed in the AONB Management Plan will be 
a key consideration) – however, three sites within the Avon Valley and one at 
Farleigh Plain fall outside the AONB. 

2.385 Many of the sites lie relatively close to one or more of the conservation areas 
within this LCA (Claverton, Bathford, Bathampton, Monkton Coombe, 
Freshford or Bath) - impacts on views that are integral to the character of 
these conservation areas will therefore be an important consideration for 
development in these areas.    

2.386 Some of the sites lie close to the Dundas Aqueduct, Warleigh Manor, 
Brown’s Folly, Claverton Manor or Claverton Pumping Station.   Impact on 
these features as landmarks is therefore an important consideration.  Some of 
the sites also abut Claverton Manor registered historic park/garden – impact 
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on the reasons for which this landscape is designated will also be a key 
consideration. 

2.387 Some of the sites fall within the green hillsides of Bath at Bathford Hill – these 
areas will be particularly sensitive to wind energy development. 

2.388 In addition, several of the sites lie adjacent to the Limestone Link long 
distance footpath and other local footpaths – impacts on views from these 
locations will also be an important consideration. 

2.389 It is possible that small scale turbines could be accommodated within this 
LCA (outside the ‘green hills’ setting of Bath).  The landscape sensitivity 
assessment indicates that the high scenic quality, the steep valley landform, 
presence of human scale features (such as farms, bridges, mills, and trees), the 
presence of visual landmark features (such as houses far up on hillsides, 
aqueduct, Claverton Pumping Station, Mills, and Brown’s Folly) and historic 
parks and gardens all increase sensitivity to the development of wind energy. 
However, the human scale and complexity of the landscape would be affected 
less by smaller scale turbines, and therefore sensitivity decreases for smaller 
scale turbines. Although this landscape may be able to accommodate limited 
wind energy development, the landscape would become progressively more 
sensitive to development of a large number of turbines. If development of 
small scale turbines takes place on these sites, the considerations in para. 
2.381 above should be taken into account. 

Summary of Landscape and Visual Implications for LCA18 
2.390 It is likely that only small scale turbines could be accommodated within this 

LCA (on sites outside the ‘green hills’ setting to Bath) due to the scale of the 
intimate valley system and the many sensitivities highlighted in relation to 
medium size turbines. 
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3 Summary 

3.1 The table below summarises the implications of the above assessment by 
character area. 

Table 3.1: Summary 

Character Areas Implications of the Areas with Technical Potential and 
Landscape Sensitivity Study 

1. Thrubwell Farm Plateau No locations identified as being technically suitable 

2. Chew Valley 

It is likely that only small scale turbines could be accommodated 
within this LCA, due to the human scale and complexity of the 
landscape (possibly with a small number of medium scale turbines, 
outside the AONB, where these may be deemed to be preferable 
to development of a larger number of smaller turbines). 

3. Upper Chew and Yeo Valleys 
It is likely that only small scale turbines could be accommodated 
within this LCA, due to the human scale and complexity of the 
landscape and the presence of AONB designation. 

4. Mendip Slopes 
It is likely that only small scale turbines could be accommodated 
within this LCA, located in relation to existing farm buildings and in 
accordance with the considerations for the LCA. 

5. Dundry Plateau 

It is likely that this LCA could accommodate some medium size, and 
possibly some turbines at the lower end of the larger size, on the 
flatter land away from the steep slopes and historic landmarks in 
the west, as well as small scale turbines, perhaps associated with 
existing buildings, as long as they are in accordance with the 
considerations for the LCA.  

6. Hinton Blewett and Newton 
St Loe Plateau Lands 

No areas within the ‘green hillsides’ that forms the Bath World 
Heritage Site are likely to be able to accommodate development of 
wind turbines at any scale. It is likely that the larger scale plateau 
tops could accommodate some medium turbines while the 
remainder of the landscape could accommodate some small 
turbines, perhaps associated with existing farm buildings or 
businesses, as long as they are in accordance with the 
considerations for the LCA.  Since the landscape would become 
progressively more sensitive to development of a large number of 
turbines, it may be more desirable to have fewer larger turbines 
rather than a greater number of smaller turbines. 

7. Hollow Marsh 

It is likely that this LCA could accommodate small turbines, perhaps 
associated with existing farm buildings or businesses, as long as they 
are in accordance with the considerations for the LCA.  Since the 
landscape would become progressively more sensitive to 
development of a large number of turbines, it may be more 
desirable to have fewer medium scale turbines rather than a greater 
number of smaller turbines. 

8. Farrington Gurney Farmlands 

It is likely that some medium scale turbines could be 
accommodated in this LCA, perhaps adjacent to existing large scale 
modern development and in accordance with the considerations 
provided for the LCA.  The LCA could also accommodate small 
scale turbines that accord to the considerations.  It should be noted 
that the landscape would become progressively more sensitive to 
development of a large number of turbines and it may be more 
desirable to have fewer medium or large turbines rather than a 
greater number of small turbines to reduce clutter. 

9. Stockwood Vale It is likely that some well sited medium scale turbines could be 
accommodated in this LCA, on higher land away from the intimate 
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Character Areas Implications of the Areas with Technical Potential and 
Landscape Sensitivity Study 
valley bottoms and in accordance with the considerations provided.  
The LCA could also accommodate small scale turbines that accord 
to the considerations for this LCA.  It should be noted that the 
landscape would become progressively more sensitive to 
development of a large number of turbines and in this instance it 
may be more desirable to have fewer medium turbines rather than 
a greater number of small turbines to reduce clutter in the 
landscape. 

10. Hicks Gate 

It is likely that some well sited medium scale turbines could be 
accommodated in this LCA, in accordance with the considerations 
provided for this LCA.  The LCA could also accommodate small 
scale turbines that accord with the considerations provided.  It 
should be noted that the landscape would become progressively 
more sensitive to development of a large number of turbines and in 
this instance it may be more desirable to have fewer medium 
turbines rather than a greater number of small turbines to reduce 
clutter in the landscape. 

11. Bickley Wood Gorge 

It is likely that this LCA will be unsuitable for large and medium 
scale wind turbines, although it may be able to accommodate some 
well sited small scale turbines, in accordance with the 
considerations provided for this LCA. 

12. Cam and Wellow Brook 
Valleys 

This area is particularly sensitive to the larger scale wind turbines.  
However it is likely to be able to accommodate some small scale 
turbines (perhaps in association with farm buildings or businesses).  
There may be some opportunity to accommodate a well sited 
medium turbine or two, as long as they can be developed in 
accordance with the considerations for this LCA. 

13. Paulton and Peasedown St 
John Ridge 

It is likely that this LCA could accommodate small scale turbines as 
well as some well sited medium turbines, and possibly some 
sensitively sited turbines at the lower end of the larger size, in 
accordance with the considerations provided for this LCA. It is 
important to note that the landscape would become progressively 
more sensitive to development of a large number of turbines and it 
may be more desirable to have fewer medium or large turbines 
rather than a greater number of small turbines to minimise clutter. 

14. Avon Valley 

It is likely that the LCA could accommodate small and medium scale 
turbines, perhaps within or adjacent to industrial areas or alongside 
the A4 or the railway, in accordance with the considerations 
provided.  It is important to note that the landscape would become 
progressively more sensitive to development of a large number of 
turbines and it may be more desirable to have fewer medium or 
large turbines rather than a greater number of small turbines in this 
relatively large scale landscape.  The areas within the ‘Green 
Hillsides Setting’ of the Bath World Heritage Site have a higher 
sensitivity, and it is unlikely these areas will be able to 
accommodate any scale of wind energy development.  

15. Norton Radstock Southern 
Farmlands 

It is likely that the LCA could accommodate some well sited 
medium turbines, as well as small scale turbines, in accordance with 
the considerations provided for this LCA.  It is important to note 
that the landscape would become progressively more sensitive to 
development of turbines and it may be more desirable to have 
fewer medium turbines rather than a greater number of small 
turbines in this relatively large scale landscape.  

16. Cotswolds Plateaux and 
Valley 

There may be opportunities to accommodate medium or large 
scale wind turbines on the flat topped plateaux away from the 
scarps, as well as small scale turbines associated with existing 
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buildings, in accordance with the considerations provided.  No 
areas within the ‘green hillsides’ that forms the Bath World 
Heritage Site are likely to be able to accommodate development of 
wind turbines at any scale.   

17. Hinton Charterhouse and 
Baggridge Plateaux 

It is likely that there may be opportunities to accommodate wind 
turbines within this LCA, and that higher sensitivity areas are on the 
edges of the plateaux and less sensitive areas on top of the 
plateaux.  It is likely that the LCA could accommodate small scale 
turbines, and possibly some well sited medium or large turbines, in 
accordance with the considerations provided.  The large-scale 
landform / field patterns of much of the plateaux means that it is 
more likely to be able to accommodate larger-scale wind turbines 
than some other parts of the district, though the largest scale 
turbines are likely to appear ‘out of scale’ with the landscape.   It is 
important to note that the landscape would become progressively 
more sensitive to development of a large number of turbines and it 
may be more desirable to have fewer medium turbines rather than 
a greater number of small turbines in this relatively large scale 
landscape.  

18. Bathford and Limpley Stoke 
Valley 

It is likely that only small scale turbines could be accommodated 
within this LCA (on sites outside the ‘green hills’ setting to Bath) 
due to the scale of the intimate valley system and the many 
sensitivities highlighted in relation to medium size turbines. 
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