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Midsomer Norton is the principal market town for the Somer Valley. It is an attractive town centre with a 
strong local shopping offer, historic buildings  and distinctive white lyas stone.  Increasing competition 
from nearby towns requires Midsomer Norton to find ways to strengthen its offer for visitors, residents 
and the wider catchment area. Opportunities must be taken to improve the retail quality, provide new jobs 
and enhance community facilities. This exhibition presents a regeneration strategy for the town centre, 
identifying the priorities for change and focusing on four key areas as shown below. 
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‘The Island’ area has a cluster of listed buildings and 
important attractions such as St. John’s Church, Town 
Hall, Catholic Church (Tithe Barn) and Moody Goose 
(The Priory). Along with other restaurants and cafes 
this area should be an attractive visitor destination but 
individual buildings are isolated and difficult to find. 

There is a strong ‘local shopping’ area at the 
entrance to the High Street. Although the character 
is undermined by the gaps in the street frontage, 
the presence of national retailers such as Argos and 
M&Co, with their associated parking, is likely to benefit 
the local retailers.

The core High Street area is relatively weak. Many of the 
shopfronts are poor quality and the shop units are unsuitable 
for larger retailers.  What should be the prime shopping area 
is dominated by non-retail uses and prominent empty units. 
Sainsbury’s is an important destination but is a poor quality building 
with no active frontage to the High Street or to its car park.
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There is a good range of leisure and community facilities 
close to the High Street. In particular the park and leisure 
centre is an important destination but is undermined by 
the quality of the buildings and surrounding environment.  
The limited pedestrian connections also make this area 
feel relatively isolated.


