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Practice Guidance for undertaking an Assessment or S47 Assessment 

1. Family  members and Significant People 

Parental responsibility : 

Please list each person who has PR 

2. Agencies or professionals involved with the child/family 

If a child or young person is of school age, the school where they are registered must be recorded. If the child 

is home educated or is without a school place, the person within the Education Service who is involved should 

be recorded. 

3. Reason for social work service: 

This should briefly summarise information from the referral. 

4. Social worker’s assessment:  

Child’s Needs and any identified risks to the child 

This section should include information about the child’s stages of emotional, physical and intellectual 

development and how this compares with other children of the same age. Consideration should be given 

here to the impact that the presenting problems in the family are having on the child’s daily life 

experience. This must include the needs of unborn children and very young children who are not able to 

articulate their response to what is happening in the family.  

This section should  address issues of culture, identity and diversity  and any impact that there may be in 

meeting the child/young person’s needs. 

Other relevant professionals involved with the child and family will be able to contribute to the gathering 

of this information. Alongside this, direct observation of the interaction between child and parent/carer, 

observed and reported behaviour of the child and research evidence of the impact of factors such as 

domestic violence or substance misuse on a child, all contribute to an understanding of how the child is 

being affected by the circumstances in which they live.  

This section provides a helpful baseline against which to monitor progress and to consider whether the 

child’s outcomes are improving over a given period of time. 

It is important to ensure that this section addresses the needs of the individual child. 

Parenting capacity/ family history and functioning/environmental factors 

This is a key area of the assessment. Areas to look at are: 

-Does the parent understand the impact of their behaviour on the child? 

- How able is the parent to change their behaviour/circumstances in order to meet the 



child’s needs? 

-How motivated is the parent to change? 

How do learning difficulties or mental health issues impact on their understanding of the concerns and on 

their capacity and motivation to make changes and sustain them? 

A good chronology will facilitate the completion of this part of the assessment in considering patterns of 

behaviour, level of engagement, evidence of what has worked well in the past, parent’s strengths as well 

as resistance to change. 

 Much can be understood about current concerns  and risks within a family by looking at the history of 

relationships and behaviour, in and between family members. eg the parent’s experience of being 

parented; patterns of domestic violence; history of substance misuse; history of abuse in the family- 

sexual, physical, emotional or neglect. 

Alongside the stand alone chronology, this section should include significant events and dates, which 

contribute to an understanding, both of the relevance of family history to the current needs of the child 

and of the child’s journey to date. 

Environmental factors such as the impact of unemployment, housing and social isolation should be 

addressed in terms of their impact on the needs of and risk to the child. 

This section should draw out factors which impact on, and present risks to, the child’s safety and 

wellbeing, and the factors which are helping to reduce these risks.  

Recording these as bullet points can be helpful. 

Child’s wishes and feelings  

It is important that this section clearly records the child’s views on what life is like for them at the moment 

and what, if anything, they would like to be different. 

For a brief assessment, this will, by necessity, be a relatively brief snapshot and probably gained through 

one or two visits. When undertaking a more in-depth assessment, more time needs to be taken to build a 

relationship with the child in order to gain a fuller understanding of their hopes, worries, fears etc. 

When undertaking S47 enquiries as part of the  Assessment, careful consideration needs to be given to the 

child/young person’s sense of safety and well-being; what would help them feel safer and whether they 

see change as being possible? 

For some children/young people, issues relating to their ethnicity, culture, language, religion, sexual 

orientation or disability will be integral to their views about their daily life experience. Care should always 

be taken to proactively check this out with the young person. These issues should be considered again in 

the analysis section of the assessment. 

Parents views 

This section needs to consider the parents views of their situation, rather than of the assessment. It links 

to the section on parents capacity to resolve the issues and is an opportunity to record the extent to which 



parents are in agreement with the problems that have been identified and how they see their willingness 

and capacity to make any changes required  to meet their children’s needs. 

Analysis and professional judgement 

A good analysis needs to be more than a summary of the preceding information. 

Referring back to the presenting issues and reason for the assessment, the social worker needs to ask: 

From the information gathered during the assessment, what do I now understand about the child’s needs 

to the child, parental capacity to meet those needs and the impact of the family history and functioning 

and environmental factors on securing and promoting the child’s health, well-being and safety from harm? 

As the assessment continues,  the social worker will have formed ideas ( hypotheses) about what is 

happening within a family, tested them  and from this process reached a conclusion about what needs to 

change and how. The analysis part of the assessment evidences the social worker’s reasoning. It shows the 

‘workings out’ in resolving the presenting concerns. 

All assessments should include reference in this section to any issues of diversity that impact on the child’s 

well-being. 

S47 Assessments 

Where the assessment has been completed under S47 of the Children Act 1989, this section needs to 

specifically address the question of whether the child is, or is likely to be suffering significant harm and 

provide specific evidence for this. This section should encompass the social worker’s understanding of the 

daily life experience of the child and identify what action needs to be taken to reduce the level of harm 

and promote the child’s welfare. 

Care should be taken to ensure that the original risks identified in the strategy discussion are specifically 

addressed and attention should be given here to the category of abuse proposed and reasons why. 

Recommendations 

For an Assessment, this section needs to outline what further intervention, if any, by Children’s Social 

Care and/or other professionals and agencies, is required to support the family in promoting the child’s 

welfare and well-being. 

This can be brief bullet points, as the detail will be incorporated into the Child’s Plan, if further work is to 

be undertaken with the family. 

For a S47 Assessment, this section needs to state whether it is recommended that the child becomes the 

subject of a Child Protection Plan, the category of Plan, and the reasons for the recommendation. 

Where it is not recommended that an Initial Child Protection Conference should be held, the reasons for 

this, and what further intervention is required, should be stated. 

This can be brief bullet points, as the detail will be incorporated into the Child’s Plan. 

The Plan 



All plans should be formulated directly from the preceding assessment of need/risk. 

 The clearer the analysis, therefore, the more focused the Plan will be. 

 (NB. The first column of the plan differentiates between need and risk,  depending on whether it is a 

Single Assessment or S47/assessment) 

All plans need to be SMART- Specific, measurable, achievable, realistic and targeted.  

They should also be entirely focused on the impact on the child of each assessed need/risk. Careful 

consideration to this in the ‘Needs or risks identified’ column will help to ensure that the ‘ actions 

required’  column is specific in identifying what is needed to lessen the impact on the child. The ‘ 

outcome-what will be different for the child?’ column is then your proposed measurement of progress in 

meeting needs or reducing risks for the child. It is important therefore that this is as clear and specific as 

possible. 

The Plan should be completed with the parents/ carers, and child/young person ( as appropriate). This is a 

really important step in engaging and working with the family in the future, whether you have assessed 

the child as being a child in need or requiring a Child Protection Plan. 

For more detailed guidance on writing a CIN Plan, please see separate Quality Standards and Practice 

Guidance on writing a CIN Plan  

Footnote 

It is essential that Assessments/S47 assessments are signed off promptly by  the manager. This is clearly 

important in ensuring accountability and oversight, and also in order that the Plan can be pulled through 

into Review reports. Where a Child Protection Conference is held following a S47 assessment, this will also 

mean that the Chair can pull through the Outline Plan immediately after the Conference , adapt it to 

reflect Conference decisions and actions required and send it out quickly to the family and Core Group 

members. 
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