
Contact us today:                                          

Tel: 01225 394949                                      

Email: fostering@bathnes.gov.uk 

www.bathnes.gov.uk/privatefostering  

This publication about fostering can be made available in a range  of community languages, large 

print, braille, on tape, electronic and accessible formats from  the Family Placement Team.  

Many people look after other people’s children for a night or 
a weekend. But if a child is living with someone who is not 
their immediate relative for more than 28 days, it may mean 
that child is being privately fostered. 

 

The Children Act 2004 requires parents and private foster 
carers to inform Children’s Services about the children they 
are caring for before the arrangement begins, but this does 

not always happen. 

www.bathnes.gov.uk/privatefostering  

Contact us today:                                      

Tel: 01225 394949                        

Email: fostering@bathnes.gov.uk 

Information for Private foster carers 

Private Fostering  

Have you made arrangements for someone else to care for your child? 



The child’s parents are still responsible for them while they are living 

with you and they should still be as involved as possible with their 

child’s life. They should be providing you with information about their child,        

supporting the child financially and keeping in touch with the child. The                           

arrangements you have agreed with the parents should be written down.  

It is especially important for you to have the parents’ written consent for the private 

fostering arrangement in order for you to be able to seek everyday medical                   

treatment for the child.  

Wherever possible the 

child should remain at the 

same school and the same             

doctors surgery to maintain 

continuity of education and  

healthcare. 

Who is responsible for the child? 

Private fostering is when a parent arranges for their child to be cared 

for by someone who is not: 

 A parent 

 A close relative 

 Someone who has parental responsibility 

The arrangement must last for 28 consecutive days or longer and the child must 

be 16 or younger or, if they are disabled, under 18.   

If you think you meet these criteria then the law states that you  must contact the 

local authority who have a duty to visit you and the child to discuss the arrange-

ment.  

Am I a private foster carer? Child benefit: 

Private foster carers can receive child benefit for the child they are 

looking after. 

The law states that the local authority must be informed of all private 

fostering arrangements and  that a social worker should visit each 

child to ensure they are safe and that their needs are being met. The social worker 

will discuss with you what information you know about the child and will help you to 

consider what information you might need to be aware of in order to ensure all the 

child’s needs are met whilst in your care. The social worker will speak with each 

child alone and will try to obtain their wishes and feelings about the arrangements 

that have been made for their care. 

 

The social worker can provide advice, information and training for private foster  

carers and will visit your home every 6 weeks in the first year and every three 

months after that for as long as the child stays with you.  

Social Work Support: 


