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The Keynsham Area Forum comprises the parished areas of Chelwood; Compton Dando; Corston 
Farmborough; Keynsham; Marksbury; Saltford and Whitchurch 

 
Working Together 
 

Thank you to all the members and participants of the Forum for their contributions over the past 
year.  All of our meetings are open to the public and we have been pleased to see a few new 
faces at some of them.  We welcomed a few new members at our last AGM and we were 
particularly pleased to have KeynshamNow, the young peoples’ group also join the Forum to 
represent their views.    
 
The Forum provides a place for debate to take place on local issues and through these 
discussions, ideas and solutions can be developed.  Working together more collaboratively, we 
can deal with some of the challenges together.   
 
Our Forum is one of six across the district which represent a diverse range of needs and 
priorities.  We are pleased that the Council and partners recognise these differences and value 
the local information and feedback the Forums provide.   Along with the other Forum Chairs, we 
meet quarterly to discuss common issues across the district.  The meetings also include 
representatives from the Avon Local Councils Association as well as the representatives from the 
Voluntary and Community sector.   
 
The information from our Forum meetings is public, so please do share it within your local 
communities.  Not everyone wants to attend meetings in the evening but might like to take part in 
a consultation, or attend an event if they are aware of it. 
 
To assist with staying connected, our Communities Team, who also support the Forum, provide a 
monthly ‘Interagency Bulletin’ containing information about events, updates, consultations, 
training, grants and funding programmes.  If you haven’t signed up and would like to receive this, 
contact Alison_Wells@bathnes.gov.uk or you can download a copy of the latest bulletin from the 
Council’s Website: 
 
http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/services/neighbourhoods-and-community-safety/working-
partnership/interagency-meetings 
 

A review of the year 
 

Our Forum meetings have continued to include the ‘Community Showcase’ element on the 
agenda for a number of years now and we are pleased to hear that other Forums across the 
district have also introduced a similar approach.  This gives local organisations an opportunity to 
raise their profile as well as sharing good practice and providing a more balanced discussion that 
is relevant to the local community.   
 
At our AGM last year we were heard from a large group of local residents concerned about the 
increase in anti-social behaviour in Keynsham following a number of incidents in the town.  As a 
result, Keynsham Town Council organised a public meeting in the town on 22nd February and 
further discussions and projects were developed.   
 
Where possible we try to theme our meetings so that we can get a range of speakers and 
specialists to talk on specific topics.  The theme in April was Health & Wellbeing and we 
welcomed a presentation from the Council on the Keynsham Leisure Centre refurbishment and its 



Fit for Life Strategy.  We were also pleased to have a number of ‘Community Showcases’ being 
featured including Keynsham & Saltford Dementia Action Alliance and Keynsham Town 
Community Radio which had just been awarded an Ofcom Licence.   
 
Our July meeting, we heard about a range of housing support services on offer to a variety of 
people in need of particular help.  The speakers included Julian House on Homelessness, Sofa 
Surfing and Begging, DHI on their services for those affected by addiction and Curo on their 
support services which are available to the wider community not only their tenants.  As part of the 
‘Community Showcase’ we featured a number of organisations including Keynsham and Saltford 
Churches Together, St Monica’s Trust new ACE Neighbours initiative and Sam Ross from 
Farmborough Community Shop who gave an inspiring presentation on their journey from idea to 
reality.  The Forum also had an update on the Joint Community Safety Plan.  
 
The main theme of the meeting in September was Community Safety and Resilience.  The Forum 
welcoming guest speaker, Police and Crime Commissioner, Sue Mountstevens and heard from 
the Council’s Emergency Planning Team and from Avon Search and Rescue on the voluntary 
work they do to support the emergency services.  There was also a presentation from the Council 
on air quality locally and the proposed Bath Clean Air Zone. 
 
Over the past year, we were fortunate to have the Police attend each of the Keynsham Area 
Forum meetings, providing valuable information on crime trends in the area and addressing any 
questions or concerns.  They also, when possible, provide a written report which is circulated. 
 
Below is a summary of our achievements highlighted against the priorities you have raised with 
us.  We want to ensure that the Forum continues to bring forward the issues that matter most to 
you, so please do let us know of any topics you would like to see at future meetings, whether as a 
main theme or as part of the Community Showcase. 
 
Thank you for your continued support,  

Alan Hale (Chair) and Adrian Inker (Vice Chair)   
 

 

 

You said We did 
 Bigger strategic review – take 

bordering Authorities’ 

transport strategies into 

account – not just Keynsham, 

Whitchurch and surrounding 

villages – join up  

 B&NES to bring forward 

employment land adjacent to 

Pixash Lane  

 

The Joint Spatial Plan and Joint Transport Study 2016 – 2036 
covers four local authority areas (B&NES; Bristol; North 
Somerset and South Gloucestershire).  It means a joint 
approach to strategic planning and transport issues.  The 
Pixash Lane employment land is included as a development 
site. 
 
The Council will consult on the Local Plan Options and 
Transport Studies between 12th November 2018 and 7th 
January 2019.  Comments on the Local Plan Options 
document will be used to inform preparation of the Draft Local 
Plan to be published in 2019. 
 
Action:  The Forums will receive a further update in 2019. 

 More affordable start up 

homes  

Keynsham and Whitchurch are Strategic Development 
Locations with 3,000 new homes proposed. 
 
Affordable Housing has been delivered at Charlton Road, The 
Meadows and Somerdale in Keynsham.  Also Lavender 
Grove and Poplars in Farmborough. 



 
Further affordable housing will be available at Bilbie Green, 
Charlton Place, Charlton Road and Somerdale in Keynsham.  
Also at The Bridles and White Church Court in Whitchurch. 
 
Action: The Forums will receive a further update in 2019. 
 

 Recycle more – encourage 

and feed back on what is 

being achieved  

Since the Council introduced changes to its waste collection 
in the Autumn of 2017, there has been an overall increase in 
kerbside recycling of 1,910 tonnes.   
Food waste recycling alone increased by 1,656 tonnes - 
equivalent to the weight of 92 double decker buses. 
 
Keynsham in Bloom highlighted the issue of single use 
plastics as part of their 2018 entry to South West in Bloom. 
 
Action: Invite Keynsham Wombles back to a future 
meeting to update on their latest campaign 
#noplaceforlitter. 
 

 Create a safe community by 

reducing the fear of crime and 

anti-social behaviour  

 

The Forum played a key role in bringing together residents 
concerned about anti-social behaviour with the Police.  A 
range of measures and community projects were put in place 
which have helped calm the situation, although it continues to 
be monitored. 
 
The Avon and Somerset Police and Crime Commissioner 
attended the Forum’s September meeting. 
 
Action: Continued involvement of the Police and other 
emergency services to future meetings. 
 

 Seek young people’s ideas of 

what they would like to 

improve their lot  

 Formalise links between 

Forums and Youth Councils 

operating in Keynsham  

Members of Keynsham Now regularly attend the Forum 
meetings and participate in consultations promoted by the 
Forum.  They have requested and received updates on 
lighting in the skatepark during the year. 
 
Action: Ensure Keynsham Now and other young people 
have the opportunity to feed into discussions at future 
meetings.  
 

 B&NES/Parish Council 

interface to encourage 

efficiency  

 B&NES has a reduced 

budget, Parish Council’s need 

to become more self reliant 

and link with each other  

A revised Parish Charter has now been adopted and steps 
have been taken as part of this to clarify the differing roles of 
the Forum meetings and Parish Liaison meetings. 
 
The Council’s Community Empowerment Fund gave parishes 
an opportunity to access funding to support public realm 
projects on behalf of their communities.  We are pleased to 
report that of the 8 parishes represented at the Keynsham 
Area Forum, 7 accepted a total of £11,610 funding for local 
projects.  The Forum will receive a full update when the 
projects are complete. 
 
Action: The Forum will receive an update on the 
Community Empowerment Fund in 2019.  



 Must not forget the rural 

communities – the Forum 

should not be based around 

Keynsham  

 

The Community Showcase element of the Forum meetings 
assists in showcasing the groups and projects across a wider 
area.  All communities are welcome to put forward ideas for 
Forum content. 
 
Action:fForum members to put forward ideas and 
suggestions. 
 

 

 

The Council contacts for the Keynsham Area Forum are: 
 
Sara Dixon – Locality Manager 
Tel: (01225) 396594 
E-mail: sara_dixon@bathnes.gov.uk 
 
Alison Wells – Community Engagement Officer 
Tel: (01225) 396539 
E-mail: Alison_wells@bathnes.gov.uk 
 
 


