
Chew Valley Forum - Annual Report November 2016 

Introduction from the Chair and Vice Chair 

We would like to firstly thank all the Members of the Forum for their contributions and input over 
the last year.  During the year we have had a varied programme of presentations and 
discussions, including the CCG ‘your care, your way’, the West of England Joint Spatial Plan, 
Early Years Services and the Libraries Future.  We were also delighted to welcome guest 
speakers from the Winford Brook PES, Mendip Lakes and Stroud Rural SuDS project who 
provided some interesting insights to their flood management plans and we were pleased to hear 
from the five neighbourhood plan groups about their progress.  We extended an invitation to the 
Forum meetings to Dundry and Winford Parish Councils in order to improve collaboration and 
engagement with communities across neighbouring authorities.  
 
The Forums have previously highlighted a number of priorities for further discussion and 
development.  We want to give you an update on the Forum’s achievements to date and have 
provided a short summary of the progress made and planned actions for 2017.  We want to 
ensure that the Forum continues to bring forward the issues that matter most to you. 

 
Chris Head (Chair) and Tony Heaford (Vice Chair)   

 

You said We did 
      Improve the provision of services 
and facilities for young people 

A presentation was given by Richard Baldwin, from 
B&NES Children’s Services about Early Years 
Services in the Chew Valley.  This led to a 
discussion about the opportunity for wider uses of 
the Children’s Centre at Chew Valley School.  At 
the same meeting, the CCG sought views on future 
GP Practices - improving joint working and sharing 
facilities. As a result a working party was set up to 
explore further.  The working group has met once 
(been cancelled once due to weather!) and will 
meet again in December.  
 

Action: The Working Group will report 
back to the Forum on progress.     
 

     Ensure the impact of 
development maintains the identity 
of villages and provides sufficient 
improvements to infrastructure  

Joint Spatial Plan Consultation launched in 
November 2015.  Initial consultation ran until 29th 
January 2016 and a joint response was submitted 
from all Forums.  Two working groups involving 
selected Parish Councils and Ward Councillors were 
set up in February 2016 to look at the JSP in more 
detail with Planning Policy.   B&NES Planning Policy 
gave an update to all Forums in April 2016.  The 
Forums also invited the Neighbourhood plan groups 
to attend the Forum to update on progress. 
 

Action: The Forums will receive an 
update on the JSP draft proposals at the 
November meeting. 
 
Action: The Forum to host a discussion 
on ‘Affordable Housing’ in 2017. 



You said We did 

      Improve Rural Broadband The Chew Valley Forum hosted a discussion at its 
February meeting on rural broadband.  Members of 
the Forum were asked to undertake speed tests in 
advance of the meeting.  A Broadband Summit 
Event is being planned for January.  Further details 
will be made available to the Forums. 
 

Action:  The Forum will receive an update 
in 2017.     
 

      Reduce the impact of flooding by 
working in partnership with agencies 
and the community to identify 
prevention measures and 
maintenance  
 

The Forum hosted a presentation at their April 
meeting on ‘Working with Water’ - Winford Brook 
PES project, Bristol Water, Mendip Lakes project, 
Stroud Rural SuDS project.  A proposal for a Chew 
Valley Catchment Natural Flood Management Pilot 
has been prepared and funding for this pilot is being 
explored further.    
 

Action:  The Forum will receive an update 
in 2017.     
 

      Impact of highways works on the 
communities around the Chew 
Valley 

The Forum has raised a number of issues in relation 
to planned highways works in the Chew Valley 
particularly regarding early engagement and wider 
consultation.  Notification about weekly highways 
works are now circulated to All Parish Councils and 
Chambers of Commerce.  The Chair has continued 
to raise the issues with Highways officers and has 
reported back at the Joint Chairs and vice chairs 
meeting where other Forums shared similar issues.   
 

Action:  The Forum will be discussing the 
impact of the Belluton Narrows closure at 
their November and will be setting up a 
Working Group to work more closely with 
the Highways team to resolve matters.  
 

      Better understanding of the 
benefits and opportunities for 
environmental sustainability 
initiatives  
 

Action: The Forum to host a discussion 
on ‘Environmental, sustainability and 
climate change’ in 2017. 
 

 



 

You said We did 

      Improve access to services by 
offering more accessible ways to 
deliver services recognising the 
challenges of rural life and reducing 
inequality, isolation and loneliness 
 

All Forums have hosted two ‘your care, your way’ 
consultations.  Forums have also been asked to 
put forward representatives to sit on the ‘your 
health, your voice’ meetings.  These are held every 
two months for members of the public to provide 
feedback on the CCG’s plans for improving 
local health services.  The representative for Chew 
Valley is Vic Pritchard and Chris Head. 
 

Action: The CCG will attend all Forum 
meetings in February 2017 to introduce 
the new provider for Community 
Services 
 

     Better Communication: especially 
between Police, Neighbourhood 
Watch and local residents. Provide a 
safe community by supporting 
campaigns and initiatives that reduce 
crime 

The Police attend all Forum meetings to report on 
local issues and concerns.  All Forums had a 
presentation from the new Chief Inspector, Kevin 
Thatcher, during their February meetings.  The 
Communities team have created a map for each 
Forum on the police.uk website, so that crime 
statistics for these areas can be monitored.  The  
 

Action: The Police will continue to attend 
Forum meetings in 2017 to respond to 
local issues and concerns.  Mobile phone 
numbers for Beat Managers and PCSOs 
will be made available to the Forum. 
 

     Influencing Transport Strategy 
taking account of:  health and 
wellbeing of those more isolated; 
improve connections to the main 
public transport routes for 
commuters; improve community 
transport provision to local services; 
provide safer routes for cycling and 
walking 

An update was given at the February Forum 
meetings.  A public consultation event was held on 
the 5th May.  Transport are liaising with Planning on 
the Joint Strategic Plan and have access to 
Neighbourhood Plan documents.   
 

Action: The Forums will receive an 
update on the JSP draft proposals which 
include transport at the November 
meeting.  An update on the Chew Valley 
Transport Strategy will be given in the 
2017. 
 

 


