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Resident Parking Scheme 
Proposed Residents Parking at Bear Flat, Bath 

 
The Bear Flats area of Bath has long suffered a limited parking 
capacity, with residents frequently reporting difficulty in finding 
spaces near their properties. 

In response to concerns regarding the situation, Bath & 
North East Somerset Council is looking to investigate 
what can be done in this area to improve the quality of parking 
amenities for local residents.  

As part of this, a draft zone for a Resident Parking Scheme has 
been drawn up (see Figure 1) and the Council is now inviting 
comment from residents as to their concerns and  
preferences for parking in their local area. 

The purpose of this leaflet is to explore the basic principles of 
Resident Parking Schemes and inform an initial decision  
regarding the possible implementation of such controls in  
the Bear Flat area. 

What is a Resident Parking Scheme? 

- a system with the aim of prioritising resident parking over 
commuters and visitors within a set zone 

 

There are various possible types of Resident Parking Schemes:  
Exclusive Permits, Shared Spaces and Waiting Prohibitions.  

Exclusive Permit Spaces would divide a street into prohibited and 
permitted parking areas. In order to park in the permitted parking 
areas a vehicle would have to hold a required permit. Permits 
would be issued to residents, visitors and other such persons the 
issue authority sees fit (e.g. carers). This approach provides  
optimum benefit for residents and their visitors, but low levels of 
resident parking may produce a layout that looks comparatively 
empty. In order to avoid this, Shared Spaces may be considered 
where parking bays are dual use, with time limits introduced for 
those parking without a permit (who may or may not be also 
charged for their short term stay). Often a mix of exclusive permit 
spaces and shared use spaces are implemented in an area to 
produce a satisfactory and practical compromise.   

Introducing Waiting Prohibitions for a short period each day (for 
example between hours of 10am and 11am) may also be used to 
provide residents with an amenity benefit and some degree of 
priority, as this would stop long term commuter parking.  
However this approach may be inconvenient to some  
residents and is unlikely to deter short term visitors to the area. 
 

Considering the needs of the residents is vital in determining 
the layout of a Resident Parking Scheme.  

In addition, it is important that traffic flow, vehicle accesses and 
visibility at junctions is maintained, as well as considering the 

needs of the wider community and public safety.  

Moving Forward 
 

This is the first stage in a relatively long process for  
potentially implementing parking controls in Bear Flat.  

All responses received as a result of this initial consultation 
will be collated and placed into a report which will then be 

passed onto the Executive Member for Transport to  
consider.  

The Council needs to receive a majority in favour of a  
Resident Parking Scheme to allow us to progress with a 

more detailed design and further consultation.  

Information submitted will help inform any subsequent  
proposals, however as a resident, should the Executive 

member for transport decide to move forward, there will be 
further opportunity to comment on the proposals. 

More information regarding Resident Parking Schemes can be found on 
the Bath and North East Somerset Council website: 

www.bathnes.gov.uk/services/parking-and-travel/parking-permits 

It must be remembered that there is no right to park on the highway, the 
primary purpose being for the passage and re-passage of vehicles. It 

is recognised however that there may be residential areas which might 
benefit from Resident Parking Schemes to help residents park their  

vehicles if high levels of commuter or visiting vehicles are making this 
difficult. This is only considered in places where parking would not  

interfere with the primary purpose of the highway. 
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Supporting Businesses in the Area 

As part of any Resident’s Parking Scheme, the needs of the  
area’s business operators would also be considered. Business 
owners will be given the chance to comment and 2 - 4 Hour  
Limited Waiting Bays would be included in the design to  
ensure the turnaround of vehicles and parking and enable the 
commercial viability of businesses to continue. 



Bath and North East Somerset 
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PROS 

• Residents with no off-street parking would have  
reasonable opportunity to park close to their homes 

• The amenity of the area would be improved with vehicles 
being parked in a more orderly fashion 

• May also have benefits from a social, community safety, 
housing or planning policy aspect 

• Encourages use of alternative modes of transport 

• Reduces traffic flows on residential streets 

• Improves local air quality 

CONS 

• A Resident Parking Scheme in one area might create or 
worsen problems in adjacent areas 

• Parking spaces for residents and visitors may be  
inadequate at times. Resident parking schemes do not offer 
any guarantees of a parking space, especially no guarantee 
of parking directly in front of residents’ own home 

• Could inhibit activities of commercial and other  
non-residential activities 

• During restricted hours the street may be lightly parked 
possibly leading to accusations that the ‘parking stock’ is 
being under used 

• Formalising the parking layout may result in a net loss of 
spaces as turning movements and visibility at junctions are 
protected by new parking prohibitions  

• Limits residents’ freedom to keep unlimited numbers of 
taxed vehicles on street 

• Residents are restricted to parking within their own zone 
and cannot use adjacent zones when capacity is exceeded 

Permits 

It is essential that Resident Parking Schemes operate on a 
cost neutral basis and must be self-financing. Therefore  
charges are levied against each permit, lasting for a period of 
either 6 or 12 months. 

Permits are limited to two per household and can only be 
used to park in a bay within your zone. It does not allow illegal  
parking (such as on yellow lines) or parking in other zones.  

Standard cost of permits (12 months) 

• £100 for first permit                     

•  £160 for second permit 

Visitor Parking 

Two types available – paper scratch cards or virtual permits. 

Paper scratch cards : £10 for 10 days (max. 100 days /yr) 

Virtual permits: £10 for 100 hours (max. 1000 hrs /yr) 

Parking Survey 

Postcode: …………………            

Are you For or Against a Residents Parking Scheme? 

For         Against         Undecided 

 
How many cars in your household? ……………………. 

 
Where do you/members of your household currently park? 
(Please tick all that apply) 
Garage 
Off Street Parking 
Residents Car Park 
Public Car Park 
On street (Controlled Parking) 
On Street (No Controls) 

 
Describe the current parking situation in your street:

………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………… 
……………………………………………………………… 
 
Comments regarding the proposals. Please describe any 
benefits or issues you envisage arising as a result of the  
proposed parking scheme.  
………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………. 

 
Please detach and return this slip by 1st March 2016 to: 

Traffic Management Team, 
Lewis House, Manvers Street, Bath, BA1 1JG 

 
Alternatively email your comments to: 

Traffic_ManagementTeam@bathnes.gov.uk  
 

Please be assured that all information provided will be held in the  
strictest confidence.  
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Figure 1. Proposed zone boundary for a Bear Flat Resident Parking 
Scheme. Please note that the boundary and times of operation are still up 
for interpretation and not a final design for the scheme.  

Prices set by Single Member Decision for all new & current zones in Bath 


